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 1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
 2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Good evening.  Thank
 3    you very much for coming.  My name is Jeffery Loman.  I'm
 4    the Deputy Regional Director of the Bureau of Ocean Energy
 5    Management, Regulation and Enforcement in Anchorage.  And
 6    I'm going to start by introducing some of our team members
 7    that are here tonight, starting with flying Tim.
 8                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  My name's Tim Holder.  I
 9    am with BOEMRE based in Washington, D.C., and my title is
10    Arctic liaison, and I keep track of environmental issues.
11                    MR. MIKE ROUTHIER:  My name is Mike
12    Routhier.  I work on environmental analysis in the
13    Anchorage office.
14                    MR. STEVE TEXTORIS:  I'm Steve Textoris.
15    I'm in the same bureau, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management,
16    Regulation and Enforcement in Washington, D.C., and I'm
17    the D.C. Acting Leasing Specialist, chief.
18                    MR. BOB SEBASTIAN:  Hi.  I'm Bob
19    Sebastian.  I'm visiting from the Gulf Region office in
20    New Orleans, and I'm currently working in Anchorage for a
21    couple of weeks as Acting Regional Supervisor for leasing
22    and environment.  Thank you.
23                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Good evening.  I'm Mike
24    Haller.  I'm the community liaison for the Alaska Region.
25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good evening.  My name's
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 1    Jim Kendall.  Up until January 1st I was the chief of the
 2    environmental division for BOEMRE in headquarters, but
 3    since then I'm the Acting Regional Director for the Alaska
 4    OCS Region.
 5                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  And our court reporter
 6    tonight is Mary Vavrik.  I wanted to introduce ourselves
 7    so that during the break, if we go a long time tonight or
 8    at the end of the meeting, you will be able to know who to
 9    ask questions to.  Some people like to ask questions
10    one-on-one after the meeting.
11              And that's what we are all here for.  We are
12    here to learn and answer your questions, especially about
13    the agency's effort to fulfill its requirements under the
14    Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, which requires us to
15    develop a five-year program for offshore oil and gas
16    leasing.  And this program is for the years 2012 through
17    2017.  And quite simply, because this is considered a
18    major federal action pursuant to the National
19    Environmental Policy Act, we are going to prepare an
20    environmental impact statement, a programmatic
21    environmental impact statement for that five-year program.
22              It's a national program, but we are probably
23    going to focus primarily on what you're concerned about,
24    and that's the Arctic.
25              In the Alaska OCS, the decision was made to put
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 1    on the planning table for potential offshore oil and gas
 2    lease sales three areas:  The Cook Inlet, which has been a
 3    special interest only area in the last five-year plan.  We
 4    expect that that will remain the same unless we hear
 5    something that would be very surprising to us because
 6    there hasn't been any interest expressed by industry or
 7    anyone else, for that matter, for oil and gas leasing in
 8    the Cook Inlet, other than the State of Alaska, and just a
 9    general desire to keep it on the table.  And so we go out
10    annually and we attempt to find out whether or not there
11    is any interest in holding offshore oil and gas leases in
12    the Cook Inlet.  So that's that.
13              And more importantly tonight, seeing as we are
14    in Barrow, are the two areas in the Arctic that are on the
15    planning table:  A planning area in the Beaufort Sea and a
16    planning area in the Chukchi Sea.  As I think just about
17    everybody knows, there has been oil and gas leasing more
18    extensively in the Beaufort Sea.  There are current active
19    leases in the Beaufort, not as many as there were at the
20    beginning of this last five-year planning period.  There
21    have been quite a large number of relinquishments in the
22    Beaufort Sea.  Companies have relinquished their leases.
23              And there are 460 leases in the Chukchi Sea, all
24    gained from one oil and gas lease sale that took place in
25    February of 2008, Chukchi's lease sale 193.  There have
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 1    been 30 exploration wells drilled in the Beaufort Sea.
 2    There have been five exploration wells drilled in the
 3    Chukchi Sea.  There have been no exploration wells drilled
 4    at all in the Alaska OCS in the last eight years, going on
 5    nine years.  With Shell's announcement that they will not
 6    move ahead with exploration in this next open water
 7    season, we will have gone at that point in time nine years
 8    with zero exploration Alaska's OCS, unprecedented time
 9    period of no exploration in the OCS in Alaska since the
10    very beginning of exploration drilling in Alaska.
11              I'm just going to say one just brief thing about
12    the planning areas in the Arctic.  They are a clean slate.
13    Unlike the past where the past Administrations have
14    proposed to hold specific numbers of oil and gas lease
15    sales in the Chukchi, for example, in the Beaufort, for
16    example, we have no preconceived amount, if any, oil and
17    gas lease sales in either of those planning areas.  So
18    it's a blank slate.  It basically starts really with the
19    no action decision not to hold any oil and gas lease
20    sales, which is required to be analyzed under the
21    provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act, NEPA.
22              So what we are really here tonight for is to get
23    your comments about the potential for oil and gas leasing
24    in the years 2012 through 2017 in the Chukchi and the
25    Beaufort Sea.  This is going to be our third public
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 1    hearing.  We plan on continuing on and holding a public
 2    hearing in Nuiqsut and Kaktovik and Anchorage.  We were
 3    weathered out of Point Lay and Point Hope last week,
 4    unfortunately.
 5              Some of the things that we have heard in
 6    Kotzebue and Wainwright, for example, is people are very
 7    concerned about the lack of infrastructure, specifically
 8    infrastructure to support oil spill response, lack of
 9    Coast Guard presence, and specifically a port and a Coast
10    Guard base within close proximity or in the Arctic.
11    People are very concerned about that.  People are very
12    concerned about a major oil spill in the Arctic and the
13    ability of industry to effectively clean it up.  Fresh in
14    everyone's mind is the Deepwater -- understandably, the
15    Deepwater Horizon spill in the Gulf of Mexico.
16              And so we have heard extensive amounts of
17    concern with respect to industry's ability to respond
18    effectively to a major oil spill in the kinds of
19    conditions that I know you are all aware of that exist in
20    the Arctic.  In general, people think that it's very
21    important for the Coast Guard to establish presence for
22    infrastructure to be in place before those kinds of risks,
23    the activities that would risk a major oil spill would
24    occur.  People have told us that in all of the
25    communities.
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 1              At the same time, people have said that they
 2    support responsible offshore oil and gas activities,
 3    development, the extraction of those resources, but only
 4    if it can be done safely and environmentally responsibly.
 5              Those are the primary things we have heard.  And
 6    if there aren't any questions about the National
 7    Environmental Policy Act, what it means, the Outer
 8    Continental Shelf Lands Act, I think most of the folks
 9    here understand what those provisions call for.  That's
10    why we are here.  But if you have any questions, please
11    feel free to ask.  We would be happy to answer those
12    questions.  Any other questions about the five-year
13    planning process, we will be happy to take those
14    questions.  Please feel free to ask them now.  But
15    otherwise we will go ahead and take people's comments if
16    people would like to comment on the five-year proposal.
17              Yes, Robert.
18                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  My name is Robert
19    Suydam.  Just a clarification.  Do you have a map showing
20    where the active leases are in the two -- in the two
21    Arctic planning areas?
22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Do we have it with us?
23                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Let me -- I'm not sure
24    that I have it with me.
25                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  We have been using
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 1    them as handouts.
 2                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  It seems like that
 3    would be helpful for kind of considering what leases may
 4    need to go forward here in the next five-year plan.
 5                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Well, you mean which
 6    leases will still be active?
 7                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  How many active leases
 8    there are now and whether there is need for additional
 9    leasing or whatnot.
10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Right.  If you could,
11    share that and pass it around so people can get an idea.
12    Those maps are available on-line in addition to the
13    handout if you want to look at them later.  I would just
14    say, because I was going to mention this, the Chukchi Sea
15    sale 193 proposal had several alternatives.  The existing
16    planning area, the one that they held the lease sale in,
17    has a 25-mile exclusion zone between the coast and the
18    planning area.
19              There was another alternative that was
20    considered but not adopted, and that called for a wider
21    exclusion zone, 50 miles.  And that was recommended by the
22    resource agencies, Fish & Wildlife Service and the
23    National Marine Fisheries Service.  Secretary of the
24    Interior at the time did not adopt that proposal, but
25    after the lease sale was said and done, what we saw were


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 10


 1    leases -- except for three.  They happen to be Conoco
 2    Phillip leases -- but there were three leases that
 3    protruded into that larger exclusion zone.
 4              So what does that mean?  It means we came very
 5    close to ending up with the alternative that was
 6    recommended by Fish & Wildlife Service and NMFS.  We did
 7    get a recommendation to -- from one of the folks in one of
 8    the scoping meetings on this round to adopt that wider
 9    exclusion zone for any future oil and gas leasing and --
10    in the Chukchi Sea.
11              So what is proposed does not always end up being
12    reality.  There were many more oil and gas lease sales
13    proposed in this last five-year plan that did not occur.
14    If you remember, probably for those of you that have
15    attended some of these meetings a couple years ago on the
16    Arctic multi-sale, sale 209, sale 211, sale 214 -- not
17    14 -- 211, 217, 221, two in the Beaufort, two in the
18    Chukchi, those sales were canceled.  So -- and then in the
19    North Aleutian Basin, sale 214, that was completely
20    canceled and this Administration has decided not to
21    include the North Aleutian Basin, or Bristol Bay, for any
22    offshore oil and gas leasing activities whatsoever.
23              So the agency did a five-year plan, had many
24    more oil and gas lease sales adopted, but did not in the
25    end end up holding all of those oil and gas lease sales.
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 1              Any other questions about NEPA, OCSLA, National
 2    Environmental Policy Act, Outer Continental Shelf Lands
 3    Act, or about our five-year planning process?
 4              I'm sorry.  She will need your name.  If you
 5    have anything in writing, like if your comments are in
 6    writing, then you can leave them.  Mary wants them.
 7                    MR. ROY AHMAOGAK:  Thank you.  My name is
 8    Roy Ahmaogak.  My last name is A-H-M-A-O-G-A-K.  I'm a
 9    resident of Barrow.  I'm also a citizen of the United
10    States and, of course, Alaska.
11              On your five-year plan that you are going to be
12    having, with the stuff that occurred in the Gulf of Alaska
13    [sic], you know, wasn't there stringent measures that they
14    had to follow, like blowout preventers?  I'm pretty sure
15    that they did their homework on the blowout preventers.
16    You know, up here in the Arctic Ocean, it's shallow and
17    what happened down there was deep.  The shallower the
18    water, the more the oil is going to spread even if there
19    was an oil spill.  I mean, wasn't the industry supposed to
20    take stringent measures and, you know, do their homework?
21    I'm pretty sure that, you know, blowout preventers work,
22    but we don't hear about them working.
23              Where does -- where does your agency stand on
24    the industry's technology?  I just -- I'm just curious,
25    you know, because it's so shallow up here, having a major
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 1    blowout is just going to cover the whole ocean.  There is
 2    no doubt about that.  You had Deepwater Horizon down
 3    there.  It was massively deep, you know.  That's -- I
 4    wanted to ask that question, what -- what is your agency
 5    going to do or has done on the technology that oil
 6    industry has saying that it's -- they cannot have an oil
 7    spill?  And look what happened.  Thank you.
 8                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  We have done some
 9    things right off the bat, including change our name.  And
10    I don't mean that just to be funny.  The Administration
11    wants to create an agency that can restore the public's
12    trust.  That's the overarching goal.  But at the end of
13    this year, the proposal is to create two separate
14    agencies:  The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management and the
15    Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement.  The
16    Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement will focus
17    exclusively on regulating the industry on well control.
18              And when you think about it, I think we all
19    would agree that an oil spill in general is unacceptable
20    in the Arctic.  It's unacceptable anywhere, but it's
21    really unacceptable in the Arctic.  A major oil spill like
22    the Deepwater Horizon is unfathomable in the Arctic.  And
23    so the way that you are not going to have one -- it's
24    like -- it's like guns.  You will never shoot yourself if
25    you never point your gun at yourself.  Well, if we focus
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 1    on well control and we do everything to force industry to
 2    improve, enhance their well control capability, that's the
 3    prevention of an oil spill that we are -- that we are
 4    seeking.  And so that's our goal.
 5              And this new agency with its exclusiveness, its
 6    very narrow responsibility, the hope is that it will be
 7    much more capable of doing it.  The equipment, all studies
 8    and evaluations, including the Presidential Commission's
 9    report are coming out.  There was nothing wrong with the
10    equipment.  It was complacency.  The primary cause of the
11    spill was complacency.
12                    MR. TODD SFORMO:  Todd Sformo.  My
13    question, sort of going along with Mr. Ahmaogak's
14    question, was in this upcoming -- in this updated 2012
15    plan, will you still be using the same definition of a
16    large -- however you define a large oil spill, will you
17    still be using that previous definition of what it takes
18    to be a large oil spill, or will you be using something
19    that's more maybe realistic, like the Gulf of Mexico
20    spill?
21                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  We expect it to be
22    larger, but not just because there was a large spill in
23    the Gulf of Mexico.  It would be larger because we know
24    more about these planning areas:  The geology, some
25    historical information from drilling that took place, for


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 14


 1    example, in the Klondike well, other things are taken into
 2    account.  And we expect worst-case discharge scenarios to
 3    be, in some areas that we expect exploration, to be pretty
 4    large.
 5                    MR. TODD SFORMO:  Can you give a specific?
 6                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  No, because I'll get
 7    it wrong.  But larger than, I think, we have seen before.
 8    That's what the resource geologists tell me.  I saw a
 9    hand.
10                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Robert Suydam again.
11    Just a follow-up to Todd's question.  In previous NEPA
12    documents, MMS didn't evaluate -- didn't include the
13    evaluation of a large oil spill in their assessments
14    because they stated the chances -- the probabilities of an
15    a large oil spill happening were so slim.  Is that the
16    approach that BOEMRE is going to take now or are they
17    using a different approach?
18                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I think it's safe to
19    say in one of the environmental reviews between the
20    five-year plan and the actual exploration, there will be
21    an analysis of a large oil spill that will include a
22    number that will be very credible, at least one full-blown
23    analysis, which will include projections on potential
24    damage, the ability to respond, clean up, and the amount
25    that would be cleaned up, and those kind of things that go


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 15


 1    along with that kind of analysis, yes.
 2                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Ben Greene, for the
 3    record.  I want to nitpick on one of the words that you
 4    just used in your answer there, and that word is
 5    "analysis."  So looking at the March 2010 GAO report, a
 6    report that you're certainly familiar with, looking at
 7    then MMS' implementation of NEPA, at the time MMS stated
 8    that it would respond to this and actually have turned
 9    into the federal government a full report or a guidebook
10    of its NEPA implementation completed by, I think, December
11    31, 2010.
12              We haven't seen anything coming out there, and I
13    was just looking for an update for whether that document
14    is forthcoming or not.
15              And as long as I have the microphone, I'll trail
16    on Robert's question a little bit and --
17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Hang on.  Let's get
18    somebody from Washington, D.C. to answer that question.
19    Who volunteers from Washington, D.C.?  No one.
20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It's moving forward.  A
21    lot of the document has been completed.  There are many
22    chapters that are being written right now, but it is quite
23    an undertaking, and we are pushing forward as fast as we
24    can.  We want to make sure that what is released to the
25    public is sound and correct.
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 1                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Does it make sense to
 2    move forward with the discussion of tonight's
 3    conversation, the programmatic EIS, without that document
 4    being finished?
 5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That is decided way
 6    above us, but this current five-year plan ends in 2012,
 7    and the Secretary cannot consider any leasing unless there
 8    is another five-year plan in place.  So we still have time
 9    to get the NEPA guidebook completed.  We are moving toward
10    that the same way we are instructed to continue with the
11    development of the next five-year plan.
12                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Thank you.
13                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Did you have another
14    part?
15                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Well, I was going to ask
16    whether in the programmatic EIS that had just begun,
17    whether the CEQ also had an investigation of the Deepwater
18    Horizon specifically looking at MMS' implementation of
19    NEPA as applied to the Macondo well.  And that
20    investigative report had some pretty strongly-worded
21    recommendations in terms of what the federal agency needs
22    to consider in its NEPA documentation.
23              And one of the things that the North Slope
24    Borough is very concerned about are significant
25    thresholds.  That is, what are the thresholds that
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 1    determine whether a particular federal agency will pursue
 2    an EIS versus an EA.  Now, I understand we are talking
 3    about a programmatic EIS here.  So the question of EA is a
 4    little bit in the background, although certainly tiering
 5    from this EIS will become a large part of the next steps
 6    to work toward lease sales.  So I wanted to ask whether
 7    BOEMRE will be considering that CEQ investigation and the
 8    report in this current EIS.
 9                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Yeah.  The -- yes, the
10    answer is yes.  The answer to CEQ guidance, our NEPA folks
11    met with CEQ.  I don't know if CEQ initiated that
12    effort --
13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.
14                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Of course.  And CEQ is
15    taking an interest in all of our NEPA work.  I can tell
16    you that we had a conference call with them at their
17    request to go over in detail like I've never seen it.
18    I've worked for three federal agencies.  I did NEPA work
19    for all three.  I've never seen that kind of scrutiny from
20    CEQ in any other context.  And I worked on controversial
21    and complex projects, did EAs and EISes for hazardous
22    waste facilities and hog farms and relicensing hydropower
23    projects and all kinds of different things that -- where
24    there was litigation and et cetera, but have never seen
25    this kind of scrutiny.  I won't say scrutiny.  Oversight.
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 1              CEQ is paying very close attention to our NEPA
 2    compliance.  And with respect to guidance, what I think
 3    you will end up seeing in the NEPA implementation
 4    procedures, except for a few idiosyncrasies that are
 5    unique to our agency, the guidance has already been
 6    written.  As you know, almost every federal agency has
 7    NEPA implementation procedures, handbooks.  And there is a
 8    wealth of guidance.
 9              And with respect to the five-year plan, I know
10    we are going to do this better than any other five-year
11    plan because the North Slope Borough is going to be a
12    cooperating agency.
13                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Good evening.  My name
14    is Doreen Lampe.  I'd like to ask this question that I
15    asked your staff this afternoon.  And this has been
16    getting worse and worse every year.  Every time the oil
17    companies come up here and they create a new pipeline,
18    they create a new pad for development, they create areas
19    where the Native hunters are prohibited from carrying
20    firearms, and we are continuously losing more and more
21    ground to oil and gas development and infrastructure.
22              And AEWC has been the sole entity to try and
23    come up with a mechanism where we can tell the oil
24    companies time out.  We need a time-out to catch our
25    subsistence resources, our natural resources that we have
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 1    depended on for all our existence.  MMS did not do their
 2    job.  I was appalled at the news stories about MMS, the
 3    bribes that they got from the oil companies.
 4              ICAS had to sue MMS because there was just too
 5    much goody, goody two-shoe connections between MMS and the
 6    oil companies.  We had to sue to get our voices heard.
 7    AEWC has been working hard to create a mechanism to tell
 8    these oil companies that you allow to drill for oil and
 9    gas on these lease sales that you permit and allow to
10    happen.  You allow it to happen.  That is a big impact
11    already.  Is it in the EIS?  No, I don't think so.  Is it
12    in any draft EIS?  No.
13              You just thank AEWC for doing your job.  That is
14    a big impact on all our coastal villages.  And I'm
15    appalled that you guys are already coming back up here so
16    soon.  The sole survivor of the Gulf of Mexico Deepwater
17    Horizon said he tried to warn the oil companies.  He tried
18    to warn them, the government.  Who was there to listen at
19    the government?  They are getting big fancy bribes from
20    them.  They turn the other cheek.  Who is there to listen
21    to the little guy?  Who?
22              Where is those field inspectors that you
23    promised all these people?  You are going to have a great
24    new system.  We don't even -- haven't even met your field
25    inspectors yet, and you are already coming back up here
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 1    with some kind of a grandiose plan, that zero tolerance
 2    crap.  That does not work.
 3              You try and tell these oil companies to come up
 4    here December, January, February.  Tell them to come up
 5    here.  Stay out there in their lease sale for one week.
 6    See how they are going to survive in that weather out with
 7    that ice coming in, jamming our coast up, south wind
 8    bringing all that jam in there, ivu.
 9              I want to know when you guys are going to take
10    the ball and run and carry that CAA agreement on your
11    shoulders.  Why do you put the burden on the Inupiat
12    people?  That is your burden.  That is the impact you
13    created.  That impact is hurting our communities.  And are
14    they in the impact statements, your proposed ones?  No,
15    nothing.
16              And that lone survivor of that Deepwater
17    Horizon, who did he have to go to for you guys to finally
18    listen?  Of all the problems that he figured out what was
19    going wrong and he barely jumped out and lived to tell the
20    tale.  What a miracle.  God blessed miracle, that man.
21    Not for the oil companies.  That man, I don't know if you
22    oil company people have banned him from even ever working
23    again, but you guys need to take the ball.  You guys need
24    to implement the CAA.  You guys are the one permitting
25    this and allowing it, and we are feeling the impacts.  And
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 1    some of these oil companies don't even want to sign on
 2    anymore.
 3              And I want to know who are your field
 4    inspectors.  Who are your enforcers?  I want to meet them
 5    before you continue any of these meetings.  And this one
 6    bad weather canceled how many of your village trips?
 7    Every single one on the west side of Barrow.  One little
 8    storm.  And you guys want to go up here and sell more
 9    lease sales.
10              The National Coast Guard Commander Thad Allen,
11    he came up here before that incident happened.  He met
12    with our tribes.  He had a government to government
13    consultation with our tribes.  He was looking for a safe
14    harbor in case of storms.  He was checking out the North
15    Slope Borough inventory of the search and rescue aircrafts
16    and hangar and helicopters.  And they were impressed with
17    what little they saw.  Very little.
18              And the incidents that should happen up here,
19    nobody from Texas, Louisiana, they are not going to be
20    able to bring up their ships and put out no blowout well.
21    It's going to be only the U.S. Coast Guard.  How many
22    commercial vessels you guys have proposed in the beginning
23    was only one.  And after how many numerous cries in
24    meetings you guys are barely struggling to get two up
25    here.  That's not how Shell Oil should be doing business
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 1    in the first place, and you guys had permitted it and
 2    allowed it.
 3              I want to know when you guys are going to take
 4    the ball and carry on the efforts for CAAs before you do
 5    any more lease sales.  That should not be the job of AEWC.
 6    No.  That's your job, MMS, BOEMRE, whatever.  We are
 7    impacted.  We are not on the impact statements.
 8                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Did you want me to
 9    answer those questions?  Which one?
10                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  CAA.
11                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  CAA is an interesting
12    dilemma.  2007, the agency did an environmental assessment
13    for exploratory drilling proposed by Shell.  We were
14    challenged in the Ninth Circuit Court, and the court ruled
15    against the agency, found that it had not complied with --
16    fully with the provisions of the National Environmental
17    Policy Act, and said this:  They said that the agency
18    couldn't rely on the provisions in the CAA, Conflict
19    Avoidance Agreement.  It's an agreement to avoid conflicts
20    between oil and gas activities and subsistence activities.
21    And the court said that the agencies, neither then MMS or
22    the National Marine Fisheries Service, could rely on it
23    because it wasn't a party to the agreement, and there was
24    nothing that it could do if the agreement wasn't reached
25    or breached.


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 23


 1              Then the court withdrew that decision.  And
 2    Shell withdrew their exploration plan, and the court never
 3    issued a new decision.  But they issued that decision.
 4              So what does that mean?  It kind of means, well,
 5    in my opinion -- and it's just my opinion.  It weakened
 6    the ability of the CAA to be effective.  But the CAA, the
 7    Court still found that it was an agreement between the
 8    industry that signs it, particular companies, and the
 9    AEWC.  And so the Court didn't go into whether or not that
10    was binding with respect to giving the AEWC the ability to
11    hold the companies legally responsible for any breach of
12    that agreement.  Didn't go into that.  Just said, then,
13    MMS, our agency, and the National Marine Fisheries Service
14    couldn't rely on it for mitigation.
15              It is the law under the Marine Mammal Protection
16    Act that the agencies, my agency, NMFS, that enforces the
17    Marine Mammal Protection Act or any agency can't approve
18    anything or allow anything to occur that would prohibit
19    the stock -- in the case of whales, for example, the stock
20    from being available for subsistence.  That's a provision
21    in the Marine Mammal Protection Act to specifically
22    protect subsistence activities.  And we intend to comply
23    with that provision and every other provision of the
24    Marine Mammal Protection Act.
25              And we intend to make sure that industry doesn't
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 1    unreasonably interfere with subsistence activity of any
 2    kind.  And we think it's significant, and significant with
 3    respect for the purposes of NEPA that if any community
 4    is -- their whaling activities are disrupted for even one
 5    season, that's significant.
 6              So Ben asked a question earlier -- maybe it was
 7    Robert -- somebody, or both.  Everybody is pointing -- you
 8    are raising your hand, somebody is pointing at you.  Okay.
 9    Where is the -- what does the agency consider significant,
10    significant harm to the human environment.  One disruption
11    of whaling for one season by anyone, even only one
12    community, that's significant.  That's the bar.  We won't
13    approve anything that will disrupt whaling to any one
14    community for any one whaling season.
15                    MS. EMMA POKON:  Can you clarify what you
16    mean by disrupt?  Is that one day or the entire season of
17    the hunt?  What?  I'm Emma Pokon.  I'm with the Borough.
18    I just was wondering if you could expand on what you meant
19    by disrupt.
20                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Disrupt as in taking
21    away the ability to whale during that season one day.  We
22    hope that it doesn't happen for one day.  We certainly
23    wouldn't knowingly allow industry to disrupt for one day
24    but, you know, come back and say they disrupted whaling
25    for one day, they crossed the bar, I think that's -- you
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 1    are getting -- you are getting close to where the
 2    reasonable line lies there.
 3              1985, Shell admits they disrupted whaling.  We
 4    wouldn't allow that to occur again, those activities.  And
 5    the whaling captains and the people that were here, the
 6    whaling crews, they all know what happened then, and those
 7    kinds of activities by oil and gas would not be authorized
 8    by our agency again.
 9                    MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  Our
10    communities have worked on these processes for a long
11    time.  There is a lot of concern that has been expressed
12    through generations.  There also been generations of
13    impacts that have occurred and multiplied throughout this
14    process.  We have expressed concerns about health that
15    have affected us.  Air quality changes and continued
16    emissions related to the burned gas.  We have expressed
17    concerns about changes to the water affecting fish
18    migration passages.  We have complained about concerns to
19    changes to the land affecting migratory patterns of
20    animals that we depend on; yet many of our concerns have
21    not been taken to the heart of the understanding about
22    these issues.
23              Your discussion in response only heightens my
24    concern that it's not appropriate with your understanding
25    as to what our impacts are.  When we have one day of
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 1    weather appropriate for whaling and it's preventing a
 2    successful harvest, that is very devastating to some of
 3    our village communities that rely on these resources for
 4    the nourishment of our families for the winter season to
 5    come.  When you have multiple species impacted and
 6    affecting multiple families in these processes, that's
 7    also very devastating to our communities when we are
 8    trying to give our families a variety of nutritions from
 9    the varieties of food that are necessary for our bodies to
10    consume in the ways that we consume them with the health
11    needs that we have.
12              We have had changes that have affected the
13    health of some of our foods already.  Early discussions
14    related to historic developments and contaminants
15    affecting fish and the way that this information was
16    presented to our communities was also very bad in the
17    process.  Taking a whole year to get it to the right
18    community that was closest to the impact was not
19    appropriate, as well as the design of the study not
20    looking at the way that our families consume these fish
21    and the way that it affects our sharing of these
22    resources, having the good new first tastes from the
23    grandparents to the grandchildren, developing the sharing
24    of these resources to learn the varieties of the body
25    parts that we consume in our processes.  All of these
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 1    things are very important.
 2              Teaching our families these stories of how to
 3    prepare these things, but yet the value within the process
 4    that is put before us does not take all of these factors
 5    into consideration in this process.  And many of these
 6    things lead to other reactions and social reactions and
 7    negativity and other downtrodden efforts that cause a lot
 8    of conflict.
 9              But when we were working constantly and trying
10    to communicate all these efforts and they are never
11    enforced upon -- many of the documents that you have put
12    forward have changed all of our layers of understanding
13    what's supposed to be done in one area versus another area
14    with who is supposed to be receiving these concerns in the
15    right level in order to create a reaction that prevents
16    loss of harvesting and the sharing of these things.  When
17    we are having to constantly work in an effort to get the
18    communication to the process and making sure that all of
19    the stories that go with it affect the decisionmaking,
20    it's impossible because it's been broken down into so many
21    fragmentations, as well as your processes of dealing with
22    these developments.
23              You put some of these development plans with
24    minimal scenarios, and yet all of the piecemeals that are
25    supposed to be looking at the process do not get put into
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 1    the studies that look at some of these impacts, all of
 2    these things affect how we deal with this process.  We get
 3    a lot of anger and frustration.  We get a lot of
 4    repercussions in our daily lives as we are walking into
 5    our stores and into our churches because we have people
 6    that have had impacts to this process.
 7              I went to seven villages on the North Slope last
 8    year, and I had concerns at every community of health of
 9    our foods, of our resources affecting the health of our
10    people.  We share these stories over and over in various
11    ways, but where does it go?  And the layers of the
12    processes to effect changes that prevent some of these
13    impacts.
14              You talked about some of the ways things have
15    been done and, yes, it's a flaring of an understanding,
16    but it's not a full understanding that you have.  Unless
17    we are continually there educating you in the process,
18    then your understanding gets changed and your process of
19    continuing with others in these decisionmaking processes,
20    you only give me greater concern.  There is a lot of
21    concern that's already there.  The breakdown of these
22    processes in trying to allow us to effectively be involved
23    in the process is not working very well.  It's only
24    causing us a lot of pain.
25              We have needs to continue our traditional and
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 1    cultural activities in spite of the changes that are being
 2    proposed with your efforts to come here in these
 3    processes, yet the risks are with us.  We cannot allow the
 4    way that it has been broken down to continue.  Industry's
 5    control of the research process, industry's
 6    self-monitoring cannot continue.  We need to have a better
 7    process in these factors because it's not a good enough
 8    process.
 9              The failures that are being demonstrated, the
10    rural designation of some of the processes of the
11    pipelines and how it's being monitored, the failures of
12    this process to effectively monitor Alpine.  We already
13    had leaks there.  It's one of your newer small footprints
14    in the sand, and yet the hours to monitor and effectively
15    deal with this process we still have leakages occurring.
16    Year after year we still have multiple sites that are
17    leaking, and yet our monitoring system is only getting to
18    one to ten percent of the leakages.
19              Those kind of failures of these type of
20    regulatory efforts are really concerning.  But the bigger
21    thing is we worked really hard to get a health impact
22    assessment.  The failure to get this into a good process
23    so that it assesses on the ocean -- it needs to be done.
24    It started in various layers in the past.  It's never been
25    completed.  It needs to be done as part of this process.
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 1    It cannot be a weekend assessment that we got with NPRA.
 2    It needs to be a better health impact assessment.  There
 3    is better mechanisms on the Internet on the international
 4    level than what we have in our assessment.
 5              Also, the tools to get all of the responses to
 6    be true abilities to respond instead of stories and plans
 7    on paper need to be done.  I watched what happened with
 8    the Gulf.  I went down and toured the spill.  It only gave
 9    the stories of our Elders that said these plans will fail
10    reassurance that we know what we are talking about.  They
11    were failures in many ways.  We know that efforts putting
12    boom out there is not going to work the same up here.
13    Inches of ice is going to disrupt that.
14              The environment that we have is changing so
15    rapidly.  Your ability to look at research that's been
16    done over generations versus what's really occurring right
17    now in our environment is very different.  They have to be
18    continued, updated, monitored and assessed and reassessed.
19    And we don't have the mechanisms in place to allow us to
20    effectively monitor it or assess it.
21              Thank you.
22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you, Rosemary.
23                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  First I'd like to say
24    thanks to Doreen and Rosemary and Roy for their heartfelt
25    comments here.  And the concern that they expressed is one
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 1    that we of wildlife management for the Borough hear on a
 2    regular basis.  So even though BOEMRE may not be feeling
 3    very welcome at the moment, we haven't done a good job of
 4    saying welcome to Barrow.  And thank you, you know, Jim,
 5    especially you, for coming up as an Acting Director for
 6    Alaska.  We certainly appreciate your ear here in town as
 7    well as in the other villages across the North Slope.
 8    Thank you for you coming in.  Bob, thanks for you coming
 9    up from the Gulf.  And I didn't catch your name, but you
10    are from D.C.  Thank you for coming, as well.  Appreciate
11    it.
12              So even though I said thank you, I want to add a
13    couple of minor criticisms for requests for the future.
14    One is I've never been to a scoping meeting on a federal
15    holiday, and it seems very peculiar that BOEMRE would be
16    having a scoping meeting today, President's Day.  So
17    avoiding those in the future would be worthwhile.
18              I also am a little disappointed that there
19    aren't big maps on the wall showing where the planning
20    areas are and showing where the active leases are.  You
21    know, the map, while a little bit helpful that's drawn up
22    here, it doesn't do a real good job of depicting where the
23    planning areas are and so future meetings having a good
24    map would be helpful.
25              So I know that you are looking for advice from
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 1    the communities about the next five-year plan and what to
 2    do for leasing.  You have heard tonight, and I'm sure you
 3    have heard in other communities and you certainly will in
 4    the future concerns about oil spills.  And of course,
 5    that's all because of what happened in the Gulf of Mexico.
 6    So in my opinion, that before any additional drilling
 7    occurs up here, there really has to be a demonstration
 8    that the oil companies are capable of preventing an oil
 9    spill, or in the event that bad things happen, that they
10    are capable of cleaning up that oil spill, including a
11    major one.
12              Obviously oil companies don't bear all the
13    burden when an oil spill, when a tragedy happens like
14    happened in the Gulf of Mexico.  The Coast Guard was
15    intimately involved.  I'm sure BOEMRE and National Marine
16    Fisheries Service and other agencies were involved.  And
17    Jeff, as you mentioned earlier, you know, there is
18    concerns about infrastructure.  There aren't the airports;
19    there aren't harbors to help bring the equipment that
20    would be needed to clean up an oil spill.  And all of that
21    needs to be remedied before additional work occurs in the
22    offshore and the Arctic Alaska.
23              In my opinion, there shouldn't be any leasing in
24    the Chukchi or the Beaufort Sea in the next five years,
25    that there is quite a few active leases.  There have been
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 1    problems with NEPA documents.  There have been problems
 2    with EPA documents or assessments, and it seems like the
 3    government and the companies really need to sort out
 4    those, get those -- get those environmental assessments
 5    right, get those regulations right before doing any more
 6    leases, before allowing for drilling to go forward.
 7              So I guess that's kind of my overall general
 8    comment.  Maybe I'll kind of give some other folks a
 9    chance to talk and then provide some more detailed
10    comments here in a little bit, as well.
11                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  If you have written
12    comments, we can get them into the record.
13                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Thanks.  I'll have to
14    send those to Mary or Jim or somebody.
15                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  You don't have to read
16    them.  You can put them in the record.
17                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Yeah.
18                    MR. TODD SFORMO:  Todd Sformo.  Following
19    up on Robert's comments, you mentioned at the beginning
20    there were 30 exploratory wells drilled in the Beaufort
21    side and five in the Chukchi side.  And yet I don't know
22    of any single agency that's able to track all of the
23    shipping that is occurring there.  I've talked to the
24    Coast Guard and other agencies and companies, and yet all
25    of the shipping out there is not accounted for.  So if
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 1    there is a problem out there, how are -- how will your
 2    agency, you know, try to remedy this problem?  I mean it
 3    seems like it's something that has to be accounted for in
 4    your plan.
 5                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  What kind of a problem
 6    are you talking about?
 7                    MR. TODD SFORMO:  Well, I can't tell -- if
 8    I -- I can't go to one single place to find out what kind
 9    of shipping is going on, what ships are going through from
10    the Chukchi to the Beaufort side.
11                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Tim, what is the -- A,
12    starts with an A?
13                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  There is an Arctic
14    Marine -- well, I'll just try to speak loud enough.  There
15    is a document called the Arctic Marine Shipping
16    assessment.  It was adopted by the Arctic Council, which
17    is made up of eight Arctic nations.  They labored very
18    hard to get a count of the shipping and where they are
19    going to and from, but your point is well taken in that
20    there is no one central agency that's keeping track of
21    where -- where ships are going to and from.  Obviously,
22    the general trend is rising exponentially in the last 15
23    years and destined to keep going in that direction.  And
24    as time goes forward, because of the melting polar ice
25    cap, is just making all that increase over time into the
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 1    future.
 2              However, the thing in the Gulf of Mexico is they
 3    have way more shipping down there than there is up here.
 4    I'm not sure -- that's one issue that I really didn't hear
 5    a thing about during the Gulf spill was, you know, do
 6    ships keep an eye out for the spill and try to go around
 7    it or whatever.  I know there was a spill on the
 8    Mississippi River, I think it was downriver from New
 9    Orleans, and caused a big clog in shipping for a few
10    weeks, and that really messed things up for a while.  But
11    out there in the open water, I don't know.  And up here
12    there is no -- your point is well taken.  There is no
13    single agency that's responsible.
14                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Thank you.  Ben Greene.
15    And this will just be a very quick note.  In the interest
16    of making your Barrow visit as productive as possible, I
17    want to bring your attention -- and maybe you are already
18    aware -- but a very fascinating and relatively rare event
19    occurred along the coast right outside of Barrow just over
20    the last weekend.
21                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  We noticed because we
22    were here last week.
23                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Make sure to take a very
24    careful look at the ivu.  There are blocks of ice the size
25    of moderate-sized houses that were obviously pushed with a
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 1    great deal of force a significant distance.  And so, good,
 2    I'm glad to hear that you got to see that.  I just wanted
 3    to bring that to your attention.
 4                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  I'd like to comment on
 5    that.  We were here last week and we flew down from Barrow
 6    to Wainwright, and we saw what we thought was a pretty big
 7    lead.  It was, let's say, a quarter of a mile wide.  Wow,
 8    look at that.  We were all commenting on it.  When we came
 9    back the next day, the open water was just about to the
10    horizon, and then Friday was the -- the wind was blowing
11    30 miles an hour from the west and southwest, and then it
12    became an ivu.  So yeah, we were -- it was amazing to see
13    it.  Kind of the lead up from the air really was
14    impressive.
15                    MS. J. ST. VINCENT:  I'm J. St. Vincent.
16    I have a question that was generated by listening to Roy
17    and Doreen and Rosemary that I hadn't thought about before
18    about subsistence impacts.  Has anyone in your agency or
19    have you sent individuals or a team to the Slope to stay
20    with a subsistence activity during one season, like
21    somebody from your agency to be with the Inupiat people to
22    see what goes on during, say, one caribou harvest or one
23    whaling season so the agency would understand more closely
24    what Rosemary would be talking about about what one day
25    could mean during whaling season?  Has that happened?
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 1                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Do you think that the
 2    Deputy Regional Director should do that?
 3                    MS. J. ST. VINCENT:  I'd like to see the
 4    Deputy Regional Director do it.  I'll take pictures.
 5                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Much of NEPA doesn't
 6    apply to the Native hunter's ability to harvest.  NEPA
 7    doesn't apply for AEWC to enforce a CAA, but there are
 8    other federal regulations, rules and regulations that
 9    apply that need to be enforced like ANILCA and MMPA.  Who
10    will be the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation
11    and Enforcement person who will be assigned to be our
12    advocate for our right to exist and not be left with a
13    dump of industrial waste?  If it can't be enforced through
14    AEWC and the State level, it surely can be enforced at the
15    federal level.  And I want to know who you are going to
16    assign to work with us on this.
17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  You mean by name?
18                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Whatever.  I mean, you
19    have got some kind of a big, new game plan.  We haven't
20    heard much about it.  All you want to do is hear from us,
21    and we haven't even heard your game plan.
22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Okay.  Well, we would
23    be glad to explain the parameters, the details of our
24    reorganization to the communities, to ICAS, to the other
25    tribes if people are interested in doing that.  Our
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 1    community liaison is, directly from the job description,
 2    an advocate of communities and especially federally
 3    recognized tribes through government to government
 4    consultation and through other --
 5                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  But they have got no
 6    muscles to enforce a CAA.  I want to know who within the
 7    enforcement agency can we work with to make this happen
 8    and get those burden -- some responsibilities off the
 9    local level.
10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  When a federal judge
11    says your agency has no ability to do anything about those
12    provisions if they are breached or they can't be reached,
13    that was a problem that came out of that lawsuit that we
14    don't know how to overcome.  We would be happy to work
15    with the communities and especially with the AEWC and
16    others in the whaling communities to reconcile that
17    problem, but it exists.  And being an advocate for the
18    communities, for the AEWC is one thing.  Enforcing
19    provisions or getting -- forcing industry to adopt
20    provisions in the CAA is something that is problematic.
21                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  What's the biggest
22    problem about it?  What is it?  You lack jurisdiction?
23    What is the biggest problem?
24                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  That's what the judge
25    said.  Nothing you can do.


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 39


 1                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  But you are leasing the
 2    ocean out there.
 3                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Nothing you can do if
 4    it's not reached or if it's breached.  I think
 5    everybody -- at least the people who belong to
 6    organizations that were plaintiffs in that case remember
 7    that court decision.
 8                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  There is some federal
 9    regulations that apply to my right to live.
10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Certainly.
11    Environmental justice and many other provisions under
12    federal environmental law and under the MMPA all are part
13    and parcel to things that fall into that category.  And we
14    want to protect your right to live and your environment
15    and your --
16                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  And subsist.  My right
17    to life and subsist --
18                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  And subsist.
19                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  -- because the way you
20    guys deal with us, you just say zero tolerance.  You are
21    so very much pro oil development that you guys don't even
22    really seriously consider how to protect the Arctic Ocean.
23    There will be no access to no oil tree for your Coast
24    Guard or nobody else, for that matter, to get out there.
25    If there was an accident, that you guys would not be able
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 1    to get out there and send all your hundreds of ships from
 2    the Gulf of Mexico up to the Arctic.  And that will just
 3    wipe out the whole Arctic Chukchi Sea migration route.
 4    All the whales be dead.
 5              And who is going to go to jail?  Who is going to
 6    pay the fine?  One captain went to jail for one year when
 7    Barrow went over the quota limit.  Who is going to jail?
 8    Who went to jail for BP?  What happened to those human
 9    beings that live down there?  Their rights were just
10    trampled on.
11                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  Lois Epstein.  I'm an
12    engineer with the Wilderness Society in Anchorage.  And I
13    guess one comment I have is I'm hearing a lot of
14    frustration here about whether there is any information
15    that could be provided to BOEMRE that might result in a
16    decision not to lease.  Is there any information that
17    would show that the difficulties of cleanup, the lack of
18    enforcement, the lack of ability to carry out the
19    provisions of the Conflict Avoidance Agreement, any of
20    that might be in and of itself for some to say we
21    shouldn't go forward?  But what I'm hearing is that this
22    is -- this is happening.  And is there any type of data or
23    legal problems or anything that could convince the
24    Administration?  Maybe you could just give us a feel for
25    that.
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 1                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  There is a plethora of
 2    things, a lot of them that we talked about tonight.  On
 3    the other hand, you have two -- roughly three billion
 4    dollars worth of leases in the Beaufort and Chukchi Sea
 5    that belong to companies.
 6              The United States government issued those
 7    leases, collected that money.  Those lessees have certain
 8    rights.  The resource estimates for the Chukchi Sea as
 9    they analyze data over again and to a minor extent gain
10    new data, those resource estimates are increasing.  And
11    what may be larger than the largest oil field on earth is
12    believed to be out there.  That's on the other side of the
13    equation.
14              My job isn't to talk anybody into anything here.
15    I like to answer questions.  I try to stay out of
16    arguments because as much as people may not think, I don't
17    work for companies.  I don't advocate for their interests.
18    I work for the United States government, the Department of
19    the Interior, and for today the Bureau of Ocean Energy
20    Management, Regulation and Enforcement.  And this process
21    under the National Environmental Policy Act and tonight's
22    meeting is to get comments from the public on the notion
23    that one or more offshore oil and gas lease sales would be
24    held in the Arctic in the Beaufort planning area and
25    Chukchi planning area that, quite frankly, has not been
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 1    defined.  I don't have a map because it's a blank slate
 2    tonight.
 3              And so at every meeting that we have held so
 4    far -- and I'm quite certain that every meeting this
 5    agency holds in Alaska -- I know a little bit about
 6    meetings that this agency holds in Alaska -- there will be
 7    even more concerns in more areas about holding offshore --
 8    more offshore oil and gas lease sales.  Whether or not
 9    there will be a totality of things that convince the
10    ultimate decisionmaker not to hold any oil and gas lease
11    sales, I don't know.  I don't know.  Maybe.  That's my
12    best guess.  Maybe.
13              The decisionmaker might even ask me.  What I
14    think is a less important than if the decisionmaker asks
15    me what I heard during public scoping meetings.  And my
16    job is to tell that person exactly what all of you tell
17    me.  And I'll do that, whether I agree with it or not.
18    I'll tell the truth.  I'll tell them exactly, as I
19    remember it anyway.  And I don't think I'm biased.  I'm
20    not because I understand everybody's position here.  I can
21    relate in more ways than you can imagine to the way people
22    feel, even the ones that feel very strongly, even the ones
23    who are the most upset.  I can relate to that.
24              So I don't have a problem with telling the
25    decisionmaker exactly what people told me.  And they have


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 43


 1    in the past, right before Chukchi Sea sale 193, asked the
 2    question whether or not people in these communities in the
 3    North Slope Borough felt that the oil companies could
 4    clean up a major oil spill.  Asked a whole room full of
 5    people that question.  That's a question where they might
 6    not like the answer.  So it's real silent.  And I had just
 7    been up here and spoken to folks.  Doreen remembers and I
 8    think a few other people remember the first time I came up
 9    here and managed meetings.  So it was real easy just for
10    me to say no.
11              And then the next question was:  Well, can they?
12    And I said I'd bet my money on prevention because the
13    worst day in the Arctic they will be lucky to stay alive,
14    much less clean anything up.  You don't have a lot of time
15    to talk during those meetings, but I got the message
16    across.  They held the oil and gas lease sale anyway.
17    That's -- you know, that's the decisionmaker's shot to
18    call.
19              In the document, in the executive summary, I
20    would hope that these concerns, at least the ones, the
21    concerns that are most relevant to this five-year plan,
22    will be articulated.  I can make sure that that happens.
23    I have -- I have quite a bit to say over what ends up in
24    our environmental documents.  That can sway a
25    decisionmaker.  They are going to read that for sure.
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 1    They are going to get a briefing on the document.  I
 2    forgot how many pages our five-year programmatic EISes
 3    are.  2,000?
 4                    MR. BOB SEBASTIAN:  It's large.
 5                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Yeah.  And these
 6    Assistant Secretaries and the Secretary of the Interior,
 7    there are just literally hundreds of environmental
 8    documents being produced by people within their agency.
 9    These are very important, and you can bet after the
10    Deepwater Horizon these decisions have the utmost
11    attention of the Secretary and the President.  So those
12    decisions will be well thought this time around.
13              And everything that has been said tonight and
14    has been said in the previous meetings I think are all
15    compelling reasons to not; but at the same time, people
16    said we need the economic opportunities; the TransAlaska
17    Pipeline is in a decline, and without the offshore
18    contribution eventually will stop flowing, and that's an
19    important part of the economy.  We have heard a little bit
20    of that at the meetings so far.  We will hear a lot more
21    in Anchorage.
22              The majority -- this isn't a democracy, but the
23    majority of the people in Alaska have been proponents of
24    offshore oil development.  But it doesn't make any
25    difference.  It's not a voting thing.  And through
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 1    litigation, through the public process, facilitated by
 2    NEPA, through other efforts that agency heads have made to
 3    hear what people have to say, I think it's pretty safe to
 4    say, put that all together and that's why nine years will
 5    have passed and you will not -- and you have not seen one
 6    single exploratory drilling project in Alaska's Outer
 7    Continental Shelf.  That has not ever happened since they
 8    first started drilling in the OCS in Alaska, ever.  They
 9    went, I think, four or five years once in the mid '80s.
10              There were two years when I believe there were
11    17 exploration wells one year and 17 exploration wells the
12    following year.  And one of them was '85 when Shell
13    disrupted whaling activities.  So when you hear the
14    leaders here in the North Slope say too much too fast too
15    soon, I'm sure that has something to do with it.  There
16    was too much going on too fast, and whaling was disrupted
17    for an entire community for an entire season.  Shell
18    acknowledges it.  It's no secret.
19               Robert.  Thank you for raising your hand.
20                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  I figured I'd get you
21    to stop talking for a while if I raised my hand.  Lois
22    just mentioned a few things about the lack of information
23    in the Chukchi planning area, such as limited ability to
24    clean up oil and other things.  One thing that the North
25    Slope Borough has commented on in the past that we haven't
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 1    really talked about tonight -- Jeff, I think you mentioned
 2    it earlier on -- is that there is really a limitation in
 3    the amount of information in the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas
 4    for making wise decisions.
 5              Without a doubt, MMS -- BOEMRE and MMS before
 6    has spent a lot of money helping to collect important
 7    information, but the environment has changed hugely.  You
 8    know, the ice has retreated.  The ice is getting thinner.
 9    And the environment is changing in lots of other ways.
10    And so even though we have got a lot of old information,
11    it probably isn't pertinent to what's happening now.  So
12    we need to continue to collect information and do so as
13    rapidly as we can, especially if lease sales are going to
14    be held and if oil companies are going to be permitted to
15    drill.
16              So I'd like to thank BOEMRE for the science
17    that's going on.  I look forward to potential
18    collaborations between the Borough and BOEMRE with regard
19    to science and collecting needed information, but we
20    definitely need to move forward with that.
21              The oil companies, of course, collect a lot of
22    science, as well.  They go out and look for marine mammals
23    and look for birds and measure sounds that they are
24    putting into the water, and I think that's all really
25    positive.  However, they keep their information private.
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 1    They don't share it with people.
 2              Sure, they will summarize it and give people the
 3    summaries, but if BOEMRE is going to allow Shell and
 4    Conoco Phillips and Stat Oil and other companies to go out
 5    on the ocean and collect environmental data -- not
 6    necessarily the seismic data or drilling data, but the
 7    environmental data about what's happening in the water or
 8    on the water, that that information should be required to
 9    be made public; the data, not necessarily just the
10    reports; that other people should have the right to be
11    able to look at that information without having to try to
12    interpret what the oil companies have done in summarizing
13    the data.
14              So the scientific process needs to be much more
15    transparent than it currently is or has been for decades
16    up here.
17              In the past -- well, also related to kind of
18    studies is the issue of cumulative impacts.  This is kind
19    of what Todd was talking about a moment ago about ship
20    traffic.  All the ships that are moving through the Arctic
21    are putting a lot of sound into the water, and that sound
22    has the potential to deflect bowheads or belugas or other
23    animals away from areas where they used to be hunted or
24    areas where they feed or rest or calve.
25              And so we need to better understand cumulative
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 1    impacts.  And in order to do that, we have to have a good
 2    archive of information about what the human activities
 3    were out there.  We need to know all the ships.  And most
 4    of the ships that are out there are oil and gas companies,
 5    but there is others, too.  We need to have good
 6    information about the human activities in the Beaufort and
 7    Chukchi Sea planning area, and we need that information to
 8    assess cumulative impacts.
 9              On top of that, we also know that the
10    exploration activities in Canada, especially in the
11    eastern Beaufort Sea and in Russia in the western Chukchi
12    Sea, that oil exploration is increasing there, too.  And
13    so BOEMRE needs to make sure they are talking to their
14    Canadian counterparts and Russian counterparts to be aware
15    of the information about activities that are going on
16    there so when you do the NEPA analysis of cumulative
17    impacts, you can actually do a reasonable job of assessing
18    them; not just listing them out, but assessing what the
19    cumulative impacts might be to the biology of bowhead
20    whales, belugas, or other animals.
21              And then one other comment that I want to make
22    is that in the past there have been deferral areas in the
23    Beaufort Sea for whaling.  There was one around Barrow.
24    There was one around Cross Island for the Nuiqsut hunters
25    and there was one around Kaktovik.  And currently those
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 1    deferral areas around Kaktovik and Barrow are still in
 2    place.  But, I don't know, maybe five or ten years ago the
 3    deferral area around Cross Island was removed.  And I
 4    think that was disappointing.  And I think that BOEMRE
 5    should seriously consider putting that deferral area back
 6    in place.  Obviously there are leases that have already
 7    been sold there, and I'm not suggesting that necessarily
 8    those leases be bought back, but don't offer any more
 9    lease tracts in the deferral area around Cross Island in
10    the next five-year plan.
11              And this really gets to kind of what Doreen is
12    trying to get at is, like, sure, the CAA between oil
13    companies and the AEWC can't be used by the federal
14    government to enforce, you know, disturbance issues
15    related to marine mammals, but you guys can do something.
16    You can do things to make sure that marine mammals are
17    available to hunters in the areas where they have been in
18    the past.  A deferral area or time in area closures are
19    certainly things that should be considered in an EIS for
20    the Beaufort and Chukchi Sea planning areas.
21                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Robert, what kind of
22    an exclusion zone in Cross Island would you recommend, the
23    same one that was there before or bigger?
24                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  To tell you the truth,
25    I don't remember exactly what was there before, but
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 1    talking to the Nuiqsut hunters would be the best road to
 2    take.  The other piece of information that would be
 3    valuable is the study that you helped fund, and I think
 4    Shell may have helped fund part of it, as well, which is
 5    the Michael Galganaitis study on looking at tracks of
 6    where the hunting crews went when they were out whaling,
 7    and that information will provide lots of good details
 8    about where boats go.
 9                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Science that industry
10    has today that you know that is complete that you would
11    like and haven't been able to obtain, can you name
12    anything?
13                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Everything.  They
14    won't provide any of their data in terms of some of the
15    contaminants data.
16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Can you send to me via
17    e-mail the specifics, and then we will try to see if we
18    can just -- I mean, you know, pick, like, your top to
19    start with, top three things and then we will go to work
20    just to see how we do.
21                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  That would be
22    fantastic.  It's always been problematic that the
23    companies are willing to baseline -- they are willing to
24    share summarized information but not the raw data, with
25    one exception, and that exception is BP.  And they have
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 1    been more than willing to share the data with us.  So
 2    despite their problems in the Gulf of Mexico and on the
 3    North Slope in some cases, from a science perspective they
 4    have been quite willing to work with us and be very
 5    transparent in their science, except seismic data.
 6                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Well, proprietary data
 7    we will have little luck with, and we might go to jail if
 8    we give it up.
 9                    MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  My name is Geoff
10    Carroll.  And I have been a wildlife biologist on the
11    North Slope for over 30 years.  I've worked for the
12    National Marine Fisheries, the North Slope Borough, and
13    currently Alaska Department of Fish & Game.  I'm going to
14    be speaking as a private citizen, and these don't
15    represent the views of any agency.
16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Fair enough.
17                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  He just doesn't want
18    to get fired.
19                    MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  Okay.  I'd like to
20    thank you also for coming up here and getting people's
21    input and opinions on this very important subject.  First
22    I have a question and then I'll have a few comments.  The
23    question is, you know, with the Gulf of Mexico spill, what
24    we observed was a situation where there have been all
25    these amazing advances on their ability to drill.  They


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 52


 1    were drilling in five miles of water and going way down
 2    and going a long way beyond that.  And there have been
 3    amazing advances in that technology, but when there was a
 4    spill, it was like back to the Dark Ages.  I mean, there
 5    have been no advances really in oil spill cleanup.
 6              And kind of a question is, is there a push
 7    within your agency to somehow advance the research and
 8    development in oil spill cleanup techniques?
 9                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Well, there is
10    probably a bigger push now than there has been maybe ever
11    within this agency, my agency.  I personally, though --
12    I've cleaned up small oil spills when I worked for the
13    Navy Public Works Center in San Diego.  Never large oil
14    spills on the water.  I'm not optimistic that there is
15    going to be some massive advance here.  I haven't given it
16    a lot of thought, but there has been a lot of great people
17    that -- including some famous people, the actor -- I
18    forgot his name, the good-looking fellow, and whatnot that
19    have worked on it.
20              And so, you know, things are -- necessity is the
21    mother of invention, but we haven't seen much.  And we
22    have been cleaning up things we spill on our floor the
23    same old way.  Maybe more wasteful than we used to.  We
24    used to use a rag; now we use throw-away stuff.  But I
25    don't think you are going to ever see some gizmo that you
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 1    can throw out there on the water -- maybe I'm wrong.  I
 2    hope I'm wrong -- but I'm doubtful that there is going to
 3    be significant advances.
 4              And really when you think about it, especially
 5    in the Arctic and especially given the causation for the
 6    Deepwater Horizon -- the causation primarily is
 7    complacency, the opposite of which is vigilance.  And only
 8    11 people died.  A lot more could have.  They had a lot of
 9    personal reasons to be vigilant, and they weren't.
10              There is -- there are -- I think your well
11    control enhancement, other prevention, a regulatory regime
12    that is both feared and respected, things that are
13    longstanding motivators of vigilance will negate the need
14    for some new inventions in spill response, but that's just
15    my opinion.  Sorry.  Long answer.
16                    MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  Okay.  Thank you.  You
17    know, I, along with a lot of North Slope people, you know,
18    we really do appreciate the economic benefits that
19    petroleum development has brought, and we would probably
20    like to see this continue, but however, we want to see
21    this done with as little negative impact to the people,
22    the wildlife and the rest of the environment as possible.
23              And I might have kind got off on the wrong track
24    in my comments here.  Basically I saw this as a scoping
25    meeting, so right now they are suggestions of topics I'd
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 1    like to see covered when you write your environmental
 2    impact statement and, you know, develop your five-year
 3    plan.  So you know, okay.
 4              When we hear about offshore development,
 5    probably the first thing that comes to mind is the risk of
 6    an oil spill.  We know that oil spills are quite possible.
 7    We've seen huge devastating oil spills in Prince William
 8    Sound and the Gulf of Mexico.  We also know that they're
 9    very difficult to clean up and that they have many
10    impacts.
11              There are several aspects about the Arctic, such
12    as ice-covered waters, the cold, the dark, distance to
13    infrastructure that make it extremely difficult to clean
14    up a spill.  Many people here feel that oil development
15    should just not occur until there are proven methods for
16    controlling and cleaning up an oil spill.  Because a major
17    oil spill is quite possible and because it would be
18    extremely difficult to clean one up, I'd like to see
19    BOEMRE address the following issues in the environmental
20    impact statement.
21              Number one, what impacts could a major oil spill
22    have on the people, wildlife, and the rest of the
23    environment in northern Alaska.  I think it should be
24    listed out just what impacts could result from this.
25              Number two, if exploration and development are
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 1    allowed, what precautions would be required of oil
 2    companies to make an oil spill as unlikely as possible.
 3              Three, when oil spills do occur, what means are
 4    available to clean up oil in various conditions that are
 5    present in the Arctic, such as the extreme cold, the
 6    darkness, ice-covered waters and the stormy weather.
 7              In the Gulf of Mexico, one of the primary
 8    techniques used to deal with the oil was dispersants, and
 9    it seems like that was done without really understanding
10    the long-term effects of the dispersants on the
11    environment.  The EIS should address the effectiveness of
12    dispersants in cold waters or the conditions up here, and
13    it should also discuss the negative impacts the
14    dispersants could have on the local environment.
15              Number five, I'd like to know how does BOEMRE
16    plan to deal with such issues such as the lack of
17    infrastructure to support the ships and people that would
18    be needed for oil spill cleanup.  I think we have heard
19    that several times this evening, but, man, there is just
20    no facilities around here to get the ships and everything
21    else into place to even attempt an oil spill cleanup.  And
22    if development does proceed and there is an oil spill and
23    it cannot be cleaned up, what financial and human
24    resources will be provided to local communities?
25              In addition to oil spills, there are many other
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 1    issues that could be addressed in an EIS.  One of those
 2    would be what steps should be taken to gather baseline
 3    information to fill the information gaps about wildlife
 4    and oceanographic conditions.  And also a listing of what
 5    studies should be developed to measure the effects on
 6    wildlife and people if the exploration and development do
 7    occur.
 8              The EIS should address how climate change could
 9    affect exploration and development plans like -- as Robert
10    mentioned, all the studies that have taken place up to
11    now, you know, it's a whole different playing field now.
12    The ice is different, the weather patterns are different.
13    And you know, even studies that take place today, in ten
14    years it's all going to change.  So everything that's
15    discussed needs to be -- you need to take the fact that
16    global climate change is taking place and that things are
17    going to be in a constant state of change.
18              What effects could the noises associated with
19    exploration and development have on wildlife?  Which of
20    these effects will be detrimental to wildlife and which of
21    those effects -- because it's affecting the wildlife, how
22    could that affect hunters and what negative effects could
23    it have on the people up here?  Also what other factors,
24    such as seismic surveys, ship traffic and aircraft traffic
25    could affect wildlife?  How could these effects be
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 1    detrimental to hunters, as well?
 2              And you know what could be done to minimize the
 3    impacts of industrial noise, ship traffic, and seismic
 4    surveys on wildlife and the people that hunt them?  So I'd
 5    like to see it outlined what all factors could affect the
 6    wildlife and the people and also what could be done about
 7    it.
 8              And also, you know, what impacts could result
 9    from air and water pollution given off from exploration
10    and development sites and what can be done to minimize
11    this?
12              One issue is that the Bering Strait is kind of a
13    choke point in the migration path of bowhead and beluga
14    whales and a lot of other marine mammals.  It's a
15    relatively narrow space, and a lot of animals migrate
16    through.  And we are seeing increased ship traffic every
17    year and, of course, they are funneled into that narrow
18    area, as well.  So it's going to eventually increase and
19    more ship strikes and disruption of migrations.  The EIS
20    should address what can be done to limit the ship traffic
21    through the Bering Strait during migrations and other
22    mitigation measures as far as affecting these migrations.
23              The EIS should also seriously consider
24    cumulative impacts.  In the past agencies have often
25    preferred to look at development and exploration one
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 1    project at a time.  Many times there is sort of a limited
 2    impact for one project and, it's only when you look at the
 3    total impact of many projects that a major problem is
 4    obvious.
 5              When you outline cumulative impacts, you should
 6    consider all the activities related to petroleum,
 7    shipping, research projects, and military activities in
 8    the northern oceans that -- everything that's going to be
 9    taking place in the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas, including
10    the Canadian and Russian waters.
11              So thank you for letting me testify.
12                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.
13                    MR. WALTER AKPIK:  My name is Walter
14    Akpik, and I'm a Barrow resident.  I just wanted to ask,
15    have you come up to do more studies on the ice that we
16    have out here?  You need to do more studies because once
17    that ice starts moving with the wind and the current
18    moving together, there is no man-made object that's going
19    to stop it, especially with an oil rig out there.  It's
20    just going to topple it over without notice.
21              And you guys will give the crews down there a
22    second chance to push the panic button to get everybody
23    out.  It just happens like that.  I have been here about
24    60 years, and I know how that ice works.  There is no
25    man-made such things that's able to stop that ice once it
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 1    starts moving with that current we got out here.  So do
 2    more studies on that ice that we have out here,
 3    wintertime.
 4                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  We have
 5    people that have not spoke yet.
 6                    MS. VERA WILLIAMS:  I'm Vera Williams from
 7    Barrow, Alaska.  My concern, I guess, is what everybody
 8    has also stated.  That ice out there, just happened just
 9    the other day, and it's almost two, three stories high in
10    some areas.  And you know, if you were to start
11    collecting, even the weather bureau has all the data also
12    for the amount of wind we had just the other day to see
13    that ice pile up out there.
14              That's another area that you guys need to, I
15    think, at least consider our concerns that the ice is --
16    is powerful.  And Mother Nature -- you can't really stop
17    Mother Nature, but those are other areas that you could
18    look at also and tap into and take pictures out there to
19    see what magnitude four to six feet thickness of ice is
20    all piled up out there.  You know, those are our concerns.
21              How could you -- how could someone prove to us
22    that something could live through that, you know.  That's
23    our ocean out there.
24              And also, you know, just a suggestion, I heard a
25    couple places where infrastructure is not visibly here.


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 60


 1    Those areas also need to be really touched up on and make
 2    those infrastructures be placed on the North Slope and
 3    scatter them around where you are going to have an oil
 4    spill; have it all around where they will be mobile and
 5    easy, you know, in different areas on the North Slope.  We
 6    have seven villages, and most of them are out in the, you
 7    know, coastal areas.  You could have those areas for
 8    designated spots, also, for, you know, planning something
 9    that could be implemented and into your five-year plan as
10    you progress through your five-year plan.
11              You know, that's just my suggestion that some
12    kind of mandatory thing needs to be placed for the oil
13    industry to have it out there or else you ask the federal
14    government to place it out there and have it mobile, ready
15    for any disaster.
16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.
17                    MR. CRAIG GEORGE:  Craig George, for the
18    record.  For the record, my name is Craig George, and I've
19    lived in the community for about 30 years now, and I've
20    studied bowheads through most of that time.  So a lot of
21    my comments will be bowhead-centric.
22              But a couple things:  Regarding bowheads, I just
23    completed a -- well, a dissertation on bowheads, and
24    really what became clear is that one of the key features
25    of being a bowhead is its baleen.  That's the apparatus
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 1    which allows it to make a living out here.  And it's
 2    fairly unique to that animal in its length and the quality
 3    of it, the extensiveness of it.
 4              A bowhead is -- a third of the body is its head.
 5    It's kind of a swimming head, and it has 640 baleen hairs.
 6    I don't have an example here.  It has these long fringe
 7    hairs that can be over a foot in length.  Hey, there is
 8    one.  From -- relatively small, actually.  But those
 9    fringe hairs coming off there, those are really what makes
10    it work as a plankton or zooplankton filter.
11              And to date there has only been one study on how
12    oil ingestion could affect its ability to filter
13    zooplankton, and that seems like kind of a precursor to
14    doing any further research -- leasing is to really
15    understand how the animal might be affected by that.
16              In the Norwegian Arctic, they noticed that the
17    seismic noise affects in particular the gadids, the cod,
18    the -- and herring, and they may vacate a fjord where
19    they've been shooting seismic.  And as far as I know,
20    there hasn't been any -- the Elders constantly ask about
21    this here.  What does seismic do to the smaller critters?
22    We have some idea what it does to the larger critters, but
23    not the smaller ones.
24              Every meeting Rossman Peetook asks how seismic
25    noise affects krill, and we have never had an answer.  So
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 1    that seems like a worthwhile study project.  And in fact,
 2    they have shown, like I mentioned in Norway, that seismic
 3    noise does affect the distribution of fish.  And Arctic
 4    cod, of course, are one of the keystone species in the
 5    Arctic system.  So that's something you need to look at.
 6              We've heard a lot about demonstrating the
 7    ability to clean up oil.  I agree that it seems
 8    objectionable to pour oil into the ocean, do a spill test,
 9    but I think -- unfortunately, I think that probably needs
10    to be done to really do an honest test.  And actually,
11    Jeff, your comments have been sort of -- about the ability
12    to clean up oil, I think have been quite honest, that this
13    time of year with the current speeds and the darkness and
14    the temperatures, I think there are periods -- well,
15    clearly there are periods where it would be irresponsible
16    to put people out there because they wouldn't survive.
17    And we need a really good gap analysis in the next EIS --
18    gap response analysis -- sorry -- on oil spill cleanup.
19              Mentioned storms.  The most powerful storm since
20    I have been here was in 1989.  Some of you may remember.
21    It toppled cabins and tore roofs off in town.  And the
22    unofficial wind speed was 103 miles an hour at the DEW
23    line.  But the weather service instruments failed.  So
24    there is really no record.  I think their peak gusts quit
25    about 70, but that was an incredibly powerful storm.  I


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 63


 1    think it did a lot of damage in Wainwright, as well.
 2              Okay.  Telemetry work, actually BLM, mainly
 3    through the efforts of Chukchi Monnett --
 4                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Not BLM; BOEMRE.
 5                    MR. CRAIG GEORGE:  Oh, I'm sorry.  It was
 6    MMS.  BOEMRE now.  Sorry.  Thank you.  Has funded what's
 7    now a really world class satellite telemetry study on
 8    bowheads.  A lot of the tagging was done here at Barrow,
 9    and also over in Arctic Canada, and it's told us a lot.
10              And essentially every tagged whale -- I don't
11    have the images here, but they have all taken off various
12    directions, but every single one except one has gone
13    through the current lease area, which is roughly like so
14    [indicating], I guess.  I can't draw it.  But anyway, they
15    all come down and they hit this coast and they spend up to
16    two months down here.  And if there was an oil release
17    under the predominant wind, which is northeast, you know,
18    you have the potential both here and down here
19    [indicating] to affect the entire bowhead population.  So
20    that wouldn't be good.
21              But anyway, some oil spill scenarios, looking
22    at -- I think we're too focused on these small areas --
23    not small areas.  On these specific areas in the planning
24    areas, but a lot of these -- essentially all marine
25    mammals are migratory, so we have got to look at the big
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 1    picture.  And this was funded by this agency.  And as I
 2    understand it, Robert, the information was not in the
 3    last --
 4                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  The recent NEPA
 5    document.
 6                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  The recent NEPA
 7    document, which was -- it wasn't included in that.
 8                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The most recent NEPA
 9    document that we have that is still a work in process is
10    the supplemental environmental impact statement for sale
11    193's court remand.
12                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  And that wasn't in the
13    initial -- I know it caused a lot of --
14                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The 193 FEIS.
15                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Right.  Is it in it
16    now?  Anyway, you have this beautiful data set --
17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The man behind you
18    will answer.
19                    MR. MIKE ROUTHIER:  It will be.  We were
20    up here in November to talk about the draft SEIS.  Since
21    that time we have received a great number of comments and
22    we have been working hard to address them.  We are still
23    in that process.  And as part of that process, we are
24    adding additional studies that have come out recently that
25    either weren't available at the time we worked on the SEIS
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 1    or for whatever reason weren't in that document.  We did
 2    go back and add more studies, including the one you are
 3    referring to.
 4                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Okay.  Good.  That's
 5    some good news.  Okay.  And then there has been mention of
 6    shipping, and here is my sort of crude depiction of the
 7    Bering Strait.  Here is St. Lawrence.  But all the
 8    bowheads went like so, and then down through here on the
 9    west side in fall, and they all came up west of
10    St. Lawrence Island.  And this fits with local knowledge,
11    as well.
12              Very few go east.  Very few whales go east of
13    St. Lawrence Island.  But this is right in the shipping
14    lanes [indicating].  So I don't know if it's the purview
15    of the EIS, but shipping lanes and speed controls in this
16    area really need to be put in place.
17              We know from the bowhead's cousin on the East
18    Coast, the right whale, that they don't get along well
19    with ships.  In fact, they get hit with great frequency.
20    And it's generally when they are feeding and breeding, not
21    necessarily migrating, but when they are feeding and
22    breeding you see them oblivious to a lot of things.  We
23    know about the big deflections of whales from seismic work
24    here, mid Beaufort, during migration.  Over in Canada they
25    are considerably less.  And so anyway, this is -- this is
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 1    a big problem.  And if there is a lot of shipping
 2    associated with oil and gas activity -- and Arctic
 3    shipping, of course, is beyond the -- well, it should be
 4    included in the cumulative analysis, but there will be --
 5    there will be problems in here.  It's just a matter of the
 6    magnitude of it.
 7              Local knowledge, as much as you possibly can
 8    include that in the EIS, we have innumerable examples of
 9    where local knowledge has been proven correct by
10    scientific studies.  Most recent is the bowhead's ability
11    to smell in their olfaction.  And you pick up any
12    textbooks, it says cetaceans are incapable of it.  The
13    locals have been telling us for years that they can smell,
14    and we have completed a recent study that confirmed that,
15    at least looking at the anatomy and the gene expression,
16    that sort of thing.
17              And then Rosemary mentioned something
18    interesting about displacement of subsistence activity
19    like in the Prudhoe -- let's see here.  This is Kuparuk
20    and Prudhoe area.  And as far as I know, this area that
21    was formerly inhabited by local people and a lot of
22    hunting took place, a lot of homes scattered through here,
23    old sod homes, I think there is virtually no hunting in
24    there, is that correct?  So arguably one of the biggest
25    impacts of the oil industry has been people.
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 1              And that's -- you will have formal comments to
 2    all this from the Borough and our wildlife department, but
 3    just a couple points to consider.  Thank you.
 4                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.
 5    I don't know, Robert.  I think a collective work of a map
 6    during a meeting is more of a learning experience than the
 7    fancy ones consultants use.
 8                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  How about both?
 9                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Let me play the devil's
10    advocate and say I support drilling and I want to work
11    with you.  And I want to know how the oil companies are
12    going to get to and from their site.  I want to help you
13    out and get that done.  And I want to help you out and
14    figure out a way out to export that oil out of there.
15    Where is that information?  We never get that information.
16    That's one of the biggest impacts that you will be
17    impacted from is the actual development of that lease sale
18    site.
19              And I support you on developing that site and
20    making sure we have the best oil spill response plan in
21    the whole wide world, and I talk to my people and I tell
22    them this is the best, and this is how they are going to
23    export the oil and this is how they are going to access
24    the site.  Where is that information?
25              And I would even appease the mayor and tell him
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 1    there will be no drilling discharge.  And I'm going to
 2    work with you.  I'm going to be your new best friend.
 3    Where is all this information that I need to work with you
 4    to make sure this goes right, this is done right?  There
 5    is going to be an 80-mile pipeline under the Chukchi Sea
 6    from, what, those Burger or Klondike, from there to
 7    Wainwright and then from Wainwright to Pump Station 1?  Is
 8    that the big plan?
 9              And then in the event of an oil spill, who is
10    going to come and help us?  The military?  They are going
11    to pull them out of the Middle East and they will come and
12    help us?  What are we going to do?  I'm your new best
13    friend.  You tell me.
14              No zero discharge in the ocean.  We are going to
15    have a hub in Wainwright.  We are going to have a pipeline
16    undersea.  We are going to connect to Pump Station 4,
17    whatever.  Realistically we will only operate from July to
18    October, realistically, if I'm your oil person.  That's
19    only possible due to life health safety measures we are
20    going to have to take.
21              So could you compromise?  Would you compromise
22    and say, okay, we support it?  Let's give them what they
23    want.  Zero discharge.  No discharge in the Arctic Ocean.
24              Those crystalline silica drilling muds are
25    cancer-causing chemicals that settle to the bottom of the
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 1    ocean.  And I seen a presentation; all the little
 2    creatures, the little critters, whatever, they hibernate
 3    three to four feet down in the muds of the ocean.  They
 4    had drilled a four-foot-by-four-foot-by-four-foot deep
 5    piece of mud from the ocean, and they expected to find
 6    nothing but mud.  But no, they found all these little
 7    critters hibernating in the bottom of that mud in the
 8    Arctic Ocean.
 9              So would you guys even compromise at all?  Would
10    you guys give up your NPDES permit?  Would you guys say
11    they support it?  Let's compromise.  Let's go along with
12    their zero drilling request.  How will you be able to
13    compromise with us?
14                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Is that a question?
15                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Yes.
16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The permit isn't --
17    doesn't belong to our agency.  It belongs to the
18    permittees.  In the recent case, it was Shell.  And they
19    did for the Beaufort alter their revised plan to go to a
20    true zero discharge scenario, but they didn't receive an
21    air permit, so they canceled their drilling operation.
22              So from their perspective -- I read today in one
23    of the commerce journals here in Alaska Shell says they
24    have 30 -- had 34 permits but did not have an air permit,
25    so --
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 1              But going back to your initial recommendation,
 2    will we work with you?  Yes.  Will we cooperate with you
 3    and, for example, ICAS?  Yes.  ICAS is a federally
 4    recognized tribe, of course, and federally recognized
 5    tribes can be cooperating agencies when we are preparing
 6    an environmental impact statement.  So yes, and yes.
 7              With respect to development, we haven't had a
 8    development plan presented to us yet.  There is no
 9    development in the Outer Continental Shelf.  Liberty, the
10    proposed Liberty project, Northstar through horizontal
11    drilling, gets at a federal deposit, but there is no true
12    development anywhere in Alaska's OCS.
13              I want to go to somebody if anybody else has any
14    comments that has not spoken yet.
15                    MR. DONALD CARROLL:  Donald Carroll.  My
16    major concern is oil spills in the ocean.  The Prince
17    William Sound and the Gulf of Mexico oil spills have shown
18    that oil spills are very real and maybe even likely.  If
19    there is an oil spill, it will be very hard to clean the
20    spill up in the Arctic.
21              Part of the reason I'm concerned is because of a
22    science fair project that I did last year.  The project
23    was called "Cleaning Up Oil Spill in Ice-Infested Waters."
24    I tested the effect of temperature and ice on two ways of
25    cleaning up oil.  One of those was burning oil and the
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 1    other technique was using petroleum absorbent material to
 2    soak up the oil.
 3              In the oil burning experiment, we poured a
 4    measured amount of North Slope crude oil into a pan of
 5    saltwater and weighed the pan with the oil and water in
 6    it.  The oil floated on the surface of the water, and we
 7    used a torch to burn the oil.  When the oil stopped
 8    burning, we applied the torch to it again in order to burn
 9    as much as possible.  When it was done burning, we weighed
10    the pan again with the water and remaining oil residue in
11    it and compared the weights.  We did this with room
12    temperature water (18 degrees centigrade), water that was
13    near freezing, (zero degrees centigrade), and cold water
14    that had broken ice stirred into it.
15              The results were surprising.  In the room
16    temperature water, only 35 percent of the oil burned.  For
17    water that was near the freezing point, only 16 percent
18    burned.  For cold water mixed with ice, only 11 percent of
19    the oil burned.  There was always a lot of black gunk in
20    the water that would not burn.
21              I was surprised how little of the oil burned.
22    Even in warm water conditions, less than half of it
23    burned.  And when the water was cold and had ice in it, an
24    even smaller percent burned.
25              Another problem with burning oil is air
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 1    pollution.  In addition, there was just an article in the
 2    newspaper that in the Gulf of Mexico there is lots of ash
 3    and residue on the bottom of the ocean from burning oil
 4    there.
 5              We had a better success rate cleaning up the oil
 6    with the absorbent material.  We were able to collect up
 7    to 79 percent of the oil using absorbent pads, but when
 8    there was ice and water only, 50 percent of the oil was
 9    absorbed.  In addition, it would be very difficult to even
10    get to the oil in a real oil spill if there was ice in the
11    area.
12              From the results of my experiment, I think it
13    would be very difficult to clean up an oil spill in the
14    Arctic.
15              In your environmental impact statement, you
16    should address all current techniques for cleaning up oil
17    spills and how effective they would or would not be in the
18    Arctic; the need for a major research program to improve
19    our ability to clean up oil spills in the Arctic;
20    everything that could be done to reduce the chances of
21    having an oil spill.
22              I have a couple more comments to add.  I mean, I
23    know that drilling oil gives countries lots and lots of
24    money, and the United States would -- it would be good for
25    us to have the money, but if you do spill here, you could
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 1    create major problems.  And I mean, they might shut it
 2    down and make it less money.  The people here, we are
 3    getting more and more out of our tradition, and there is
 4    not -- money is not helping that much, probably.
 5              I guess it just might be a better place to stay
 6    away from, especially offshore drilling, in my opinion.
 7              That's all I have to say.
 8                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Not a bad place to end
 9    this meeting.  Thank you very much.  And I'm glad that you
10    took an interest in this business to do that project.  I
11    think your results were consistent with what the
12    government spent a lot more money than you did to
13    determine.  But my understanding is your percentages are
14    right on the money.  So very good work.  And barring any
15    other questions or comments -- okay.
16              Sorry, sir.  Did you have your hand up earlier?
17    I didn't see it.
18                    MR. PATRICK SUVLA:  No.  My name is
19    Patrick Suvla, S-U-V-L-A.  You have been collecting
20    information from us for how long and we don't even know if
21    there is any studies going on in the ocean, like studies
22    on the current.  And from what the news says, it would be
23    a lot easier to clean the oil spill if there is any up
24    here.
25              Now, look, they say it's a lot shallower here,
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 1    and it would make an oil spill easier to clean.  If you
 2    fill up a bathtub and the water starts at the bottom, the
 3    waves are a lot going in one direction.  The more it gets
 4    full, the waves get less.  And I'm sure that's how our
 5    ocean would be if there is an oil spill.  There will be a
 6    lot of waves out there for people trying to clean up an
 7    oil spill.  And I don't know how long that dispersant is
 8    going to last down in the Gulf, but I think they will have
 9    a lot of mud balls to gather up within that time.
10              And last -- they sent guys from the seismic on
11    Monday -- was it Monday?  Friday.  Saturday.  And I asked
12    them a question on what happens after the seismic is done,
13    have they gone back and checked on the plants or whatever
14    our small mammals eat down at the bottom of the ocean.
15    They said they never checked back.  Now, there has got to
16    be some damage done on the bottom with that seismic.
17              And with all the currents we have up here, if
18    there is an oil spill and it's dark and by the time we get
19    daylight, which way are they going to start cleaning up,
20    the east or west?  Because we have got a lot of currents
21    out there.  You got to -- you got to be here when it's
22    breakup.  You will see ice going one way and a little
23    further out going in a different direction.  So if there
24    is an oil spill out there, with all those currents going
25    on, which way are the -- are you going to send your boats?
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 1              And that's all I got.  Thank you.
 2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.
 3                    MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  This process
 4    is looking at oil and gas leasing, but there is other
 5    modes of energy development that are being developed in
 6    the oceans.  There is no assessment in this process that's
 7    looking at different parts of the ocean that may be very
 8    beneficial to consider for utilizing for specific types of
 9    cleaner, nondamaging type of impacts without the risks of
10    contaminating our ocean.  And those kinds of assessments
11    are not in any of these areas.
12              There are certain areas in the Arctic that are
13    encouraged to -- us to look at for other types of
14    development processes that is necessary for other areas of
15    usage.  Some of those things are important for our full
16    assessment of the usage of the processes that are here.
17    If we are not looking at everything such as ocean energy
18    management processes that are out there, then it affects
19    what we are looking at and ways that we could be looking
20    at using certain areas in better ways, less impacting.
21              Thanks.
22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Let me just ask a
23    question on that.  Are you saying that the agency should
24    in part -- as part of this exercise, this effort to comply
25    with NEPA, that we should examine the potential for wind,
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 1    wave, tidal energy along with oil and gas energy, and then
 2    the wind, wave, and tidal energy would provide energy to
 3    the communities who are most at risk if and when oil and
 4    gas activities occurred?
 5                    MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  Okay.  At this
 6    hour of day and night, there is a lot of ways that you
 7    could look at these processes, and the reality is there is
 8    a lot of things that are out there that could affect
 9    decisionmaking processes.  And we need to look at all the
10    different factors that can help us make the best judgments
11    for this area.
12              The risks for us and the damages to our ocean
13    are a reality of any of these proposals.  And if we are
14    looking at some of these other considerations, it might
15    offset some of the decisions that are -- we are being
16    forced upon.
17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.
18                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Craig George, for the
19    record again.  I liked your comments about the report -- I
20    forgot the name of it -- on the Deepwater Horizon spill.
21                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Presidential
22    Commission report?
23                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Right.  That one that
24    identified complacency as the main culprit resulting in
25    the spill.  Then you alluded to gun safety rules, which I
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 1    thought was actually a good way to approach it.  You have
 2    hard and fast rules that you can't break in order to
 3    prevent another one.
 4              But could you comment just a little further on
 5    how -- how fighting the normal human tendency towards
 6    complacency will be integrated into leasing plans?  If
 7    that's too much, that's fine.
 8                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I've never thought
 9    about it in the context of leasing plans, but I've
10    certainly thought about it in the context of drilling
11    operations and well control specifically.  And you know,
12    there are some entities -- activities out there.  For
13    example, explosive ordnance disposal, that business,
14    that's a business -- I did it for ten years in the Navy --
15    you never brag about your safety record or your
16    environmental responsibility record, either.  Never.  The
17    first time I heard it bragged about in this context, in
18    this occupation, I literally felt myself shaking.  And I
19    don't really scare easily.  There's something wrong here.
20              Nuclear power, at least some nuclear power
21    programs, the Navy's, for example -- I'm biased towards
22    the Navy.  I know about the Navy.  Not necessarily
23    completely accident free, but no major accidents in the
24    Navy nuclear power program.
25              The point is through vigilance, which is the
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 1    opposite of complacency, you can avoid -- could have
 2    avoided the Deepwater Horizon spill if the cause -- and I
 3    believe it was primarily complacency, numerous acts of
 4    complacency.  And that can be avoided.  So I don't know if
 5    it's possible to say that with unprecedented and
 6    consistent vigilance and all of the technology working the
 7    right way and the right location if you are -- if your
 8    risk is zero even then because Mother Nature -- and we are
 9    dealing with Mother Nature when they are drilling into
10    these deposits.
11              But with respect to Deepwater Horizon, it could
12    have been prevented with vigilance.  And vigilance is
13    always higher right after an accident.  The airline
14    industry has proven that and all of these things.
15                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Exactly.
16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  My hope is that my
17    agency will evolve into what will become two agencies, one
18    in particular who is not going to worry about the
19    lawsuits, the environmental analysis, the public
20    processes, but will be focusing on the industry.
21                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Like Doreen mentioned.
22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The inspectors that
23    Doreen wants to meet and talk to, yes, those people, those
24    people who are going to step aboard a platform if
25    exploration takes place in 2012.  It won't take place in
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 1    2011 because no one is going to explore.  But in 2012, for
 2    example, I think it's fair to say that our agency -- you
 3    requested it, so you see the face of -- by then they
 4    should be employees of the Bureau of Safety and
 5    Environmental Enforcement so people can have some
 6    confidence because, remember I said right at the very
 7    beginning, restore the public's trust in this agency;
 8    that's the overarching goal of the Administration.  So
 9    yes.  A lot of work to do.
10                    MR. ROY AHMAOGAK:  Roy Ahmaogak, for the
11    record.  You know, we always -- no matter how much we
12    scream and holler at the agencies, history always repeats
13    itself with these agencies.  We opposed eastern Beaufort
14    Sea lease sale in the past.  We scream and holler at the
15    top of our lungs, but still agency would do the lease
16    sale.  And you know, history will repeat itself over and
17    over.  No matter how much we scream and holler, your
18    agency will open it all up just -- it's going to happen
19    regardless of how much we scream and holler at you guys.
20              You guys can tell us that there will be sound
21    technology that -- you can't speak for the oil industry.
22    You have no right to tell me that they are going to do a
23    good job.  There is no way in the world that you are going
24    to speak for the oil industry.  You know, history will
25    repeat itself over and over that regardless of how much we
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 1    scream and holler, the lease sale will proceed,
 2    regardless.
 3              We have got guys here that have been up here for
 4    30 years, and they are still learning new stuff.  You guys
 5    have been here three or four times.  At least spend some
 6    time with the community and learn.  We opposed offshore
 7    drilling from the beginning and we will always oppose it
 8    to the end.
 9              Thank you.
10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  Okay.  You
11    get the last word.
12                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  Lois Epstein.  But also
13    thanking the community of Barrow for hosting this meeting
14    and for all the people who came and said such useful --
15    made such useful comments to the federal government.
16              But I just wanted to add on the -- the cause of
17    the Deepwater Horizon is something I paid a lot of
18    attention to.  I just finished a book by a Houston
19    Chronicle reporter, and it's easy to say it's complacency,
20    but there really is a lot of issues associated with the
21    companies involved.
22              BP had Texas City where many people were killed
23    in a refinery in 2005.  They had the onshore pipeline
24    problems in 2006 in Alaska.  And each time BP said we are
25    going to reform our culture, we are going to reform our
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 1    culture, and there still was obviously problems in the
 2    Deepwater Horizon.  Halliburton did not do the tests that
 3    they should have done.  They misinterpreted the negative
 4    pressure test.
 5              You know, no matter how good the enforcement is
 6    on the part of BOEMRE -- and I can think of many cases it
 7    can get better -- there is going to be some quick
 8    decisions that are made by industry that it's going to be
 9    very hard for the regulators to be engaged in.
10              So my only point here is that we can do better,
11    but there is always going to be some risks, and those are
12    the policy calls that have to be made.  So the concerns
13    that have been raised today about, you know, the small but
14    very real possibility of a major problem have to be
15    considered by the decisionmakers.
16              Thank you.
17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  All right.
18    You get the last word.
19                    MR. WASKA WILLIAMS:  Waska Williams, for
20    the record.  I'll speak as a subsistence hunter.  You
21    know, there has been the Borough representatives around
22    here, but I don't know if they mentioned -- I don't know
23    if anybody else mentioned -- I was here a little bit late.
24              But IEWC is upon us here shortly.  And the
25    decision that IEWC places upon the United States is
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 1    real.
 2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  You talking about the
 3    International Whaling Commission?
 4                    MR. WASKA WILLIAMS:  Yes.  You know, the
 5    quota system for our subsistence is up for grabs.  Now,
 6    you know, the planning areas are coming upon us, too, over
 7    here.  Is BOEMRE going to place any sanctions for, I
 8    should say, maybe through the oil companies monies up
 9    front already in an event of a major spill?
10              I'll give you an example.  IEWC doesn't give us
11    a quota.  Now our subsistence way of life is in jeopardy.
12    Alongside your upcoming lease sale, in the event that a
13    major spill happens, our way of life is in jeopardy
14    already right there.
15              Whaling.  Now, that's not the only subsistence
16    needs or resources that we gather.  There is walruses,
17    there is the seals, there is the beluga whales and the
18    fish.
19              Now, are you going to have the companies place
20    the amount of money to keep us going just in case there is
21    no more whaling for us?  Or the subsistence impacts that
22    once there is a spill, that there are monies for us to
23    gather food from your area, the beef, pork, chicken, what
24    have you?  Are you going to place that to the burden to
25    the companies up front already?
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 1              2012 come right up here shortly, and IEWC
 2    meetings are coming right up.  They are very real.  And
 3    it's very scary when I hear of these things as a
 4    subsistence hunter.  These kind of things that we ingest
 5    for ourselves bring so much joy, so much.  I tell you this
 6    much.  I think because of my Native foods, I show up to
 7    work every day.  I have not missed a day.  That's what I
 8    think of these things, versus the hamburgers, the chicken,
 9    what have you that causes sickness amongst the Native
10    people.
11              And right now there is so much cancer going on.
12    Where is it coming from?  Have these studies been studied?
13    What is causing cancer so much amongst our old people up
14    here?  So much.  It's happening too much.  And I have not
15    heard yet of that study why so much cancer going on.
16              You know, pros and cons again.  But the truth
17    is, are you going to promise us and make the companies put
18    up front monies to protect us up here?  Thank you.
19                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  I would
20    like to thank everybody for coming, spending your holiday
21    with us to provide very substantive and helpful comments
22    to assist us in preparing this environmental impact
23    statement.  Just to let you know, we will try to make it
24    tomorrow to Nuiqsut, then continue on to Kaktovik,
25    complete the Alaska scoping meetings at the end of the
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 1    week in Anchorage.  We are going to try to hold government
 2    to government consultation meetings with the Native
 3    Village of Point Hope and the Native Village of Point --
 4    or the ICAS before the deadline for preparing a scoping
 5    report, if we can.  We may have to hold teleconference
 6    calls with those organizations.
 7              So please join me in crossing your fingers for
 8    good weather to the east of us for tomorrow so that we can
 9    get into those communities.
10              Thank you again, and have a very nice evening.
11               (Proceedings adjourned at 9:37 p.m.)
12
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                                MARY A. VAVRIK,
17                              Registered Merit Reporter
                                Notary Public for Alaska
18
19              My Commission Expires:  November 5, 2012
20
21
22
23
24
25
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 1                    P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S


 2                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Good evening.  Thank


 3  you very much for coming.  My name is Jeffery Loman.  I'm


 4  the Deputy Regional Director of the Bureau of Ocean Energy


 5  Management, Regulation and Enforcement in Anchorage.  And


 6  I'm going to start by introducing some of our team members


 7  that are here tonight, starting with flying Tim.


 8                  MR. TIM HOLDER: My name's Tim Holder.  I


 9  am with BOEMRE based in Washington, D.C., and my title is


10  Arctic liaison, and I keep track of environmental issues.


11                  MR. MIKE ROUTHIER: My name is Mike


12  Routhier.  I work on environmental analysis in the


13  Anchorage office.


14                  MR. STEVE TEXTORIS: I'm Steve Textoris.


15  I'm in the same bureau, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management,


16  Regulation and Enforcement in Washington, D.C., and I'm


17  the D.C. Acting Leasing Specialist, chief.


18                  MR. BOB SEBASTIAN: Hi.  I'm Bob


19  Sebastian.  I'm visiting from the Gulf Region office in


20  New Orleans, and I'm currently working in Anchorage for a


21  couple of weeks as Acting Regional Supervisor for leasing


22  and environment.  Thank you.


23                  MR. MIKE HALLER: Good evening.  I'm Mike


24  Haller.  I'm the community liaison for the Alaska Region.


25                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Good evening.  My name's
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 1  Jim Kendall.  Up until January 1st I was the chief of the


 2  environmental division for BOEMRE in headquarters, but


 3  since then I'm the Acting Regional Director for the Alaska


 4  OCS Region.


 5                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: And our court reporter


 6  tonight is Mary Vavrik.  I wanted to introduce ourselves


 7  so that during the break, if we go a long time tonight or


 8  at the end of the meeting, you will be able to know who to


 9  ask questions to.  Some people like to ask questions


10  one-on-one after the meeting.


11            And that's what we are all here for.  We are


12  here to learn and answer your questions, especially about


13  the agency's effort to fulfill its requirements under the


14  Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, which requires us to


15  develop a five-year program for offshore oil and gas


16  leasing.  And this program is for the years 2012 through


17  2017.  And quite simply, because this is considered a


18  major federal action pursuant to the National


19  Environmental Policy Act, we are going to prepare an


20  environmental impact statement, a programmatic


21  environmental impact statement for that five-year program.


22            It's a national program, but we are probably


23  going to focus primarily on what you're concerned about,


24  and that's the Arctic.


25            In the Alaska OCS, the decision was made to put
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 1  on the planning table for potential offshore oil and gas


 2  lease sales three areas:  The Cook Inlet, which has been a


 3  special interest only area in the last five-year plan.  We


 4  expect that that will remain the same unless we hear


 5  something that would be very surprising to us because


 6  there hasn't been any interest expressed by industry or


 7  anyone else, for that matter, for oil and gas leasing in


 8  the Cook Inlet, other than the State of Alaska, and just a


 9  general desire to keep it on the table.  And so we go out


10  annually and we attempt to find out whether or not there


11  is any interest in holding offshore oil and gas leases in


12  the Cook Inlet.  So that's that.


13            And more importantly tonight, seeing as we are


14  in Barrow, are the two areas in the Arctic that are on the


15  planning table:  A planning area in the Beaufort Sea and a


16  planning area in the Chukchi Sea.  As I think just about


17  everybody knows, there has been oil and gas leasing more


18  extensively in the Beaufort Sea.  There are current active


19  leases in the Beaufort, not as many as there were at the


20  beginning of this last five-year planning period.  There


21  have been quite a large number of relinquishments in the


22  Beaufort Sea.  Companies have relinquished their leases.


23            And there are 460 leases in the Chukchi Sea, all


24  gained from one oil and gas lease sale that took place in


25  February of 2008, Chukchi's lease sale 193.  There have
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 1  been 30 exploration wells drilled in the Beaufort Sea.


 2  There have been five exploration wells drilled in the


 3  Chukchi Sea.  There have been no exploration wells drilled


 4  at all in the Alaska OCS in the last eight years, going on


 5  nine years.  With Shell's announcement that they will not


 6  move ahead with exploration in this next open water


 7  season, we will have gone at that point in time nine years


 8  with zero exploration Alaska's OCS, unprecedented time


 9  period of no exploration in the OCS in Alaska since the


10  very beginning of exploration drilling in Alaska.


11            I'm just going to say one just brief thing about


12  the planning areas in the Arctic.  They are a clean slate.


13  Unlike the past where the past Administrations have


14  proposed to hold specific numbers of oil and gas lease


15  sales in the Chukchi, for example, in the Beaufort, for


16  example, we have no preconceived amount, if any, oil and


17  gas lease sales in either of those planning areas.  So


18  it's a blank slate.  It basically starts really with the


19  no action decision not to hold any oil and gas lease


20  sales, which is required to be analyzed under the


21  provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act, NEPA.


22            So what we are really here tonight for is to get


23  your comments about the potential for oil and gas leasing


24  in the years 2012 through 2017 in the Chukchi and the


25  Beaufort Sea.  This is going to be our third public
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 1  hearing.  We plan on continuing on and holding a public


 2  hearing in Nuiqsut and Kaktovik and Anchorage.  We were


 3  weathered out of Point Lay and Point Hope last week,


 4  unfortunately.


 5            Some of the things that we have heard in


 6  Kotzebue and Wainwright, for example, is people are very


 7  concerned about the lack of infrastructure, specifically


 8  infrastructure to support oil spill response, lack of


 9  Coast Guard presence, and specifically a port and a Coast


10  Guard base within close proximity or in the Arctic.


11  People are very concerned about that.  People are very


12  concerned about a major oil spill in the Arctic and the


13  ability of industry to effectively clean it up.  Fresh in


14  everyone's mind is the Deepwater -- understandably, the


15  Deepwater Horizon spill in the Gulf of Mexico.


16            And so we have heard extensive amounts of


17  concern with respect to industry's ability to respond


18  effectively to a major oil spill in the kinds of


19  conditions that I know you are all aware of that exist in


20  the Arctic.  In general, people think that it's very


21  important for the Coast Guard to establish presence for


22  infrastructure to be in place before those kinds of risks,


23  the activities that would risk a major oil spill would


24  occur.  People have told us that in all of the


25  communities.
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 1            At the same time, people have said that they


 2  support responsible offshore oil and gas activities,


 3  development, the extraction of those resources, but only


 4  if it can be done safely and environmentally responsibly.


 5            Those are the primary things we have heard.  And


 6  if there aren't any questions about the National


 7  Environmental Policy Act, what it means, the Outer


 8  Continental Shelf Lands Act, I think most of the folks


 9  here understand what those provisions call for.  That's


10  why we are here.  But if you have any questions, please


11  feel free to ask.  We would be happy to answer those


12  questions.  Any other questions about the five-year


13  planning process, we will be happy to take those


14  questions.  Please feel free to ask them now.  But


15  otherwise we will go ahead and take people's comments if


16  people would like to comment on the five-year proposal.


17            Yes, Robert.


18                  MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: My name is Robert


19  Suydam.  Just a clarification.  Do you have a map showing


20  where the active leases are in the two -- in the two


21  Arctic planning areas?


22                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Do we have it with us?


23                  MR. MIKE HALLER: Let me -- I'm not sure


24  that I have it with me.


25                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: We have been using
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 1  them as handouts.


 2                  MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: It seems like that


 3  would be helpful for kind of considering what leases may


 4  need to go forward here in the next five-year plan.


 5                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Well, you mean which


 6  leases will still be active?


 7                  MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: How many active leases


 8  there are now and whether there is need for additional


 9  leasing or whatnot.


10                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Right.  If you could,


11  share that and pass it around so people can get an idea.


12  Those maps are available on-line in addition to the


13  handout if you want to look at them later.  I would just


14  say, because I was going to mention this, the Chukchi Sea


15  sale 193 proposal had several alternatives.  The existing


16  planning area, the one that they held the lease sale in,


17  has a 25-mile exclusion zone between the coast and the


18  planning area.


19            There was another alternative that was


20  considered but not adopted, and that called for a wider


21  exclusion zone, 50 miles.  And that was recommended by the


22  resource agencies, Fish & Wildlife Service and the


23  National Marine Fisheries Service.  Secretary of the


24  Interior at the time did not adopt that proposal, but


25  after the lease sale was said and done, what we saw were
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 1  leases -- except for three.  They happen to be Conoco


 2  Phillip leases -- but there were three leases that


 3  protruded into that larger exclusion zone.


 4            So what does that mean?  It means we came very


 5  close to ending up with the alternative that was


 6  recommended by Fish & Wildlife Service and NMFS.  We did


 7  get a recommendation to -- from one of the folks in one of


 8  the scoping meetings on this round to adopt that wider


 9  exclusion zone for any future oil and gas leasing and --


10  in the Chukchi Sea.


11            So what is proposed does not always end up being


12  reality.  There were many more oil and gas lease sales


13  proposed in this last five-year plan that did not occur.


14  If you remember, probably for those of you that have


15  attended some of these meetings a couple years ago on the


16  Arctic multi-sale, sale 209, sale 211, sale 214 -- not


17  14 -- 211, 217, 221, two in the Beaufort, two in the


18  Chukchi, those sales were canceled.  So -- and then in the


19  North Aleutian Basin, sale 214, that was completely


20  canceled and this Administration has decided not to


21  include the North Aleutian Basin, or Bristol Bay, for any


22  offshore oil and gas leasing activities whatsoever.


23            So the agency did a five-year plan, had many


24  more oil and gas lease sales adopted, but did not in the


25  end end up holding all of those oil and gas lease sales.
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 1            Any other questions about NEPA, OCSLA, National


 2  Environmental Policy Act, Outer Continental Shelf Lands


 3  Act, or about our five-year planning process?


 4            I'm sorry.  She will need your name.  If you


 5  have anything in writing, like if your comments are in


 6  writing, then you can leave them.  Mary wants them.


 7                  MR. ROY AHMAOGAK: Thank you.  My name is


 8  Roy Ahmaogak.  My last name is A-H-M-A-O-G-A-K.  I'm a


 9  resident of Barrow.  I'm also a citizen of the United


10  States and, of course, Alaska.


11            On your five-year plan that you are going to be


12  having, with the stuff that occurred in the Gulf of Alaska


13  [sic], you know, wasn't there stringent measures that they


14  had to follow, like blowout preventers?  I'm pretty sure


15  that they did their homework on the blowout preventers.


16  You know, up here in the Arctic Ocean, it's shallow and


17  what happened down there was deep.  The shallower the


18  water, the more the oil is going to spread even if there


19  was an oil spill.  I mean, wasn't the industry supposed to


20  take stringent measures and, you know, do their homework?


21  I'm pretty sure that, you know, blowout preventers work,


22  but we don't hear about them working.


23            Where does -- where does your agency stand on


24  the industry's technology?  I just -- I'm just curious,


25  you know, because it's so shallow up here, having a major
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 1  blowout is just going to cover the whole ocean.  There is


 2  no doubt about that.  You had Deepwater Horizon down


 3  there.  It was massively deep, you know.  That's -- I


 4  wanted to ask that question, what -- what is your agency


 5  going to do or has done on the technology that oil


 6  industry has saying that it's -- they cannot have an oil


 7  spill?  And look what happened.  Thank you.


 8                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: We have done some


 9  things right off the bat, including change our name.  And


10  I don't mean that just to be funny.  The Administration


11  wants to create an agency that can restore the public's


12  trust.  That's the overarching goal.  But at the end of


13  this year, the proposal is to create two separate


14  agencies:  The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management and the


15  Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement.  The


16  Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement will focus


17  exclusively on regulating the industry on well control.


18            And when you think about it, I think we all


19  would agree that an oil spill in general is unacceptable


20  in the Arctic.  It's unacceptable anywhere, but it's


21  really unacceptable in the Arctic.  A major oil spill like


22  the Deepwater Horizon is unfathomable in the Arctic.  And


23  so the way that you are not going to have one -- it's


24  like -- it's like guns.  You will never shoot yourself if


25  you never point your gun at yourself.  Well, if we focus
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 1  on well control and we do everything to force industry to


 2  improve, enhance their well control capability, that's the


 3  prevention of an oil spill that we are -- that we are


 4  seeking.  And so that's our goal.


 5            And this new agency with its exclusiveness, its


 6  very narrow responsibility, the hope is that it will be


 7  much more capable of doing it.  The equipment, all studies


 8  and evaluations, including the Presidential Commission's


 9  report are coming out.  There was nothing wrong with the


10  equipment.  It was complacency.  The primary cause of the


11  spill was complacency.


12                  MR. TODD SFORMO: Todd Sformo.  My


13  question, sort of going along with Mr. Ahmaogak's


14  question, was in this upcoming -- in this updated 2012


15  plan, will you still be using the same definition of a


16  large -- however you define a large oil spill, will you


17  still be using that previous definition of what it takes


18  to be a large oil spill, or will you be using something


19  that's more maybe realistic, like the Gulf of Mexico


20  spill?


21                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: We expect it to be


22  larger, but not just because there was a large spill in


23  the Gulf of Mexico.  It would be larger because we know


24  more about these planning areas:  The geology, some


25  historical information from drilling that took place, for
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 1  example, in the Klondike well, other things are taken into


 2  account.  And we expect worst-case discharge scenarios to


 3  be, in some areas that we expect exploration, to be pretty


 4  large.


 5                  MR. TODD SFORMO: Can you give a specific?


 6                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: No, because I'll get


 7  it wrong.  But larger than, I think, we have seen before.


 8  That's what the resource geologists tell me.  I saw a


 9  hand.


10                  MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: Robert Suydam again.


11  Just a follow-up to Todd's question.  In previous NEPA


12  documents, MMS didn't evaluate -- didn't include the


13  evaluation of a large oil spill in their assessments


14  because they stated the chances -- the probabilities of an


15  a large oil spill happening were so slim.  Is that the


16  approach that BOEMRE is going to take now or are they


17  using a different approach?


18                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: I think it's safe to


19  say in one of the environmental reviews between the


20  five-year plan and the actual exploration, there will be


21  an analysis of a large oil spill that will include a


22  number that will be very credible, at least one full-blown


23  analysis, which will include projections on potential


24  damage, the ability to respond, clean up, and the amount


25  that would be cleaned up, and those kind of things that go
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 1  along with that kind of analysis, yes.


 2                  MR. BEN GREENE: Ben Greene, for the


 3  record.  I want to nitpick on one of the words that you


 4  just used in your answer there, and that word is


 5  "analysis."  So looking at the March 2010 GAO report, a


 6  report that you're certainly familiar with, looking at


 7  then MMS' implementation of NEPA, at the time MMS stated


 8  that it would respond to this and actually have turned


 9  into the federal government a full report or a guidebook


10  of its NEPA implementation completed by, I think, December


11  31, 2010.


12            We haven't seen anything coming out there, and I


13  was just looking for an update for whether that document


14  is forthcoming or not.


15            And as long as I have the microphone, I'll trail


16  on Robert's question a little bit and --


17                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Hang on.  Let's get


18  somebody from Washington, D.C. to answer that question.


19  Who volunteers from Washington, D.C.?  No one.


20                  DR. JIM KENDALL: It's moving forward.  A


21  lot of the document has been completed.  There are many


22  chapters that are being written right now, but it is quite


23  an undertaking, and we are pushing forward as fast as we


24  can.  We want to make sure that what is released to the


25  public is sound and correct.
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 1                  MR. BEN GREENE: Does it make sense to


 2  move forward with the discussion of tonight's


 3  conversation, the programmatic EIS, without that document


 4  being finished?


 5                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That is decided way


 6  above us, but this current five-year plan ends in 2012,


 7  and the Secretary cannot consider any leasing unless there


 8  is another five-year plan in place.  So we still have time


 9  to get the NEPA guidebook completed.  We are moving toward


10  that the same way we are instructed to continue with the


11  development of the next five-year plan.


12                  MR. BEN GREENE: Thank you.


13                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Did you have another


14  part?


15                  MR. BEN GREENE: Well, I was going to ask


16  whether in the programmatic EIS that had just begun,


17  whether the CEQ also had an investigation of the Deepwater


18  Horizon specifically looking at MMS' implementation of


19  NEPA as applied to the Macondo well.  And that


20  investigative report had some pretty strongly-worded


21  recommendations in terms of what the federal agency needs


22  to consider in its NEPA documentation.


23            And one of the things that the North Slope


24  Borough is very concerned about are significant


25  thresholds.  That is, what are the thresholds that
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 1  determine whether a particular federal agency will pursue


 2  an EIS versus an EA.  Now, I understand we are talking


 3  about a programmatic EIS here.  So the question of EA is a


 4  little bit in the background, although certainly tiering


 5  from this EIS will become a large part of the next steps


 6  to work toward lease sales.  So I wanted to ask whether


 7  BOEMRE will be considering that CEQ investigation and the


 8  report in this current EIS.


 9                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Yeah.  The -- yes, the


10  answer is yes.  The answer to CEQ guidance, our NEPA folks


11  met with CEQ.  I don't know if CEQ initiated that


12  effort --


13                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Yes.


14                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Of course.  And CEQ is


15  taking an interest in all of our NEPA work.  I can tell


16  you that we had a conference call with them at their


17  request to go over in detail like I've never seen it.


18  I've worked for three federal agencies.  I did NEPA work


19  for all three.  I've never seen that kind of scrutiny from


20  CEQ in any other context.  And I worked on controversial


21  and complex projects, did EAs and EISes for hazardous


22  waste facilities and hog farms and relicensing hydropower


23  projects and all kinds of different things that -- where


24  there was litigation and et cetera, but have never seen


25  this kind of scrutiny.  I won't say scrutiny.  Oversight.
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 1            CEQ is paying very close attention to our NEPA


 2  compliance.  And with respect to guidance, what I think


 3  you will end up seeing in the NEPA implementation


 4  procedures, except for a few idiosyncrasies that are


 5  unique to our agency, the guidance has already been


 6  written.  As you know, almost every federal agency has


 7  NEPA implementation procedures, handbooks.  And there is a


 8  wealth of guidance.


 9            And with respect to the five-year plan, I know


10  we are going to do this better than any other five-year


11  plan because the North Slope Borough is going to be a


12  cooperating agency.


13                  MS. DOREEN LAMPE: Good evening.  My name


14  is Doreen Lampe.  I'd like to ask this question that I


15  asked your staff this afternoon.  And this has been


16  getting worse and worse every year.  Every time the oil


17  companies come up here and they create a new pipeline,


18  they create a new pad for development, they create areas


19  where the Native hunters are prohibited from carrying


20  firearms, and we are continuously losing more and more


21  ground to oil and gas development and infrastructure.


22            And AEWC has been the sole entity to try and


23  come up with a mechanism where we can tell the oil


24  companies time out.  We need a time-out to catch our


25  subsistence resources, our natural resources that we have
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 1  depended on for all our existence.  MMS did not do their


 2  job.  I was appalled at the news stories about MMS, the


 3  bribes that they got from the oil companies.


 4            ICAS had to sue MMS because there was just too


 5  much goody, goody two-shoe connections between MMS and the


 6  oil companies.  We had to sue to get our voices heard.


 7  AEWC has been working hard to create a mechanism to tell


 8  these oil companies that you allow to drill for oil and


 9  gas on these lease sales that you permit and allow to


10  happen.  You allow it to happen.  That is a big impact


11  already.  Is it in the EIS?  No, I don't think so.  Is it


12  in any draft EIS?  No.


13            You just thank AEWC for doing your job.  That is


14  a big impact on all our coastal villages.  And I'm


15  appalled that you guys are already coming back up here so


16  soon.  The sole survivor of the Gulf of Mexico Deepwater


17  Horizon said he tried to warn the oil companies.  He tried


18  to warn them, the government.  Who was there to listen at


19  the government?  They are getting big fancy bribes from


20  them.  They turn the other cheek.  Who is there to listen


21  to the little guy?  Who?


22            Where is those field inspectors that you


23  promised all these people?  You are going to have a great


24  new system.  We don't even -- haven't even met your field


25  inspectors yet, and you are already coming back up here
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 1  with some kind of a grandiose plan, that zero tolerance


 2  crap.  That does not work.


 3            You try and tell these oil companies to come up


 4  here December, January, February.  Tell them to come up


 5  here.  Stay out there in their lease sale for one week.


 6  See how they are going to survive in that weather out with


 7  that ice coming in, jamming our coast up, south wind


 8  bringing all that jam in there, ivu.


 9            I want to know when you guys are going to take


10  the ball and run and carry that CAA agreement on your


11  shoulders.  Why do you put the burden on the Inupiat


12  people?  That is your burden.  That is the impact you


13  created.  That impact is hurting our communities.  And are


14  they in the impact statements, your proposed ones?  No,


15  nothing.


16            And that lone survivor of that Deepwater


17  Horizon, who did he have to go to for you guys to finally


18  listen?  Of all the problems that he figured out what was


19  going wrong and he barely jumped out and lived to tell the


20  tale.  What a miracle.  God blessed miracle, that man.


21  Not for the oil companies.  That man, I don't know if you


22  oil company people have banned him from even ever working


23  again, but you guys need to take the ball.  You guys need


24  to implement the CAA.  You guys are the one permitting


25  this and allowing it, and we are feeling the impacts.  And
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 1  some of these oil companies don't even want to sign on


 2  anymore.


 3            And I want to know who are your field


 4  inspectors.  Who are your enforcers?  I want to meet them


 5  before you continue any of these meetings.  And this one


 6  bad weather canceled how many of your village trips?


 7  Every single one on the west side of Barrow.  One little


 8  storm.  And you guys want to go up here and sell more


 9  lease sales.


10            The National Coast Guard Commander Thad Allen,


11  he came up here before that incident happened.  He met


12  with our tribes.  He had a government to government


13  consultation with our tribes.  He was looking for a safe


14  harbor in case of storms.  He was checking out the North


15  Slope Borough inventory of the search and rescue aircrafts


16  and hangar and helicopters.  And they were impressed with


17  what little they saw.  Very little.


18            And the incidents that should happen up here,


19  nobody from Texas, Louisiana, they are not going to be


20  able to bring up their ships and put out no blowout well.


21  It's going to be only the U.S. Coast Guard.  How many


22  commercial vessels you guys have proposed in the beginning


23  was only one.  And after how many numerous cries in


24  meetings you guys are barely struggling to get two up


25  here.  That's not how Shell Oil should be doing business
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 1  in the first place, and you guys had permitted it and


 2  allowed it.


 3            I want to know when you guys are going to take


 4  the ball and carry on the efforts for CAAs before you do


 5  any more lease sales.  That should not be the job of AEWC.


 6  No.  That's your job, MMS, BOEMRE, whatever.  We are


 7  impacted.  We are not on the impact statements.


 8                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Did you want me to


 9  answer those questions?  Which one?


10                  MS. DOREEN LAMPE: CAA.


11                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: CAA is an interesting


12  dilemma.  2007, the agency did an environmental assessment


13  for exploratory drilling proposed by Shell.  We were


14  challenged in the Ninth Circuit Court, and the court ruled


15  against the agency, found that it had not complied with --


16  fully with the provisions of the National Environmental


17  Policy Act, and said this:  They said that the agency


18  couldn't rely on the provisions in the CAA, Conflict


19  Avoidance Agreement.  It's an agreement to avoid conflicts


20  between oil and gas activities and subsistence activities.


21  And the court said that the agencies, neither then MMS or


22  the National Marine Fisheries Service, could rely on it


23  because it wasn't a party to the agreement, and there was


24  nothing that it could do if the agreement wasn't reached


25  or breached.
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 1            Then the court withdrew that decision.  And


 2  Shell withdrew their exploration plan, and the court never


 3  issued a new decision.  But they issued that decision.


 4            So what does that mean?  It kind of means, well,


 5  in my opinion -- and it's just my opinion.  It weakened


 6  the ability of the CAA to be effective.  But the CAA, the


 7  Court still found that it was an agreement between the


 8  industry that signs it, particular companies, and the


 9  AEWC.  And so the Court didn't go into whether or not that


10  was binding with respect to giving the AEWC the ability to


11  hold the companies legally responsible for any breach of


12  that agreement.  Didn't go into that.  Just said, then,


13  MMS, our agency, and the National Marine Fisheries Service


14  couldn't rely on it for mitigation.


15            It is the law under the Marine Mammal Protection


16  Act that the agencies, my agency, NMFS, that enforces the


17  Marine Mammal Protection Act or any agency can't approve


18  anything or allow anything to occur that would prohibit


19  the stock -- in the case of whales, for example, the stock


20  from being available for subsistence.  That's a provision


21  in the Marine Mammal Protection Act to specifically


22  protect subsistence activities.  And we intend to comply


23  with that provision and every other provision of the


24  Marine Mammal Protection Act.


25            And we intend to make sure that industry doesn't
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 1  unreasonably interfere with subsistence activity of any


 2  kind.  And we think it's significant, and significant with


 3  respect for the purposes of NEPA that if any community


 4  is -- their whaling activities are disrupted for even one


 5  season, that's significant.


 6            So Ben asked a question earlier -- maybe it was


 7  Robert -- somebody, or both.  Everybody is pointing -- you


 8  are raising your hand, somebody is pointing at you.  Okay.


 9  Where is the -- what does the agency consider significant,


10  significant harm to the human environment.  One disruption


11  of whaling for one season by anyone, even only one


12  community, that's significant.  That's the bar.  We won't


13  approve anything that will disrupt whaling to any one


14  community for any one whaling season.


15                  MS. EMMA POKON: Can you clarify what you


16  mean by disrupt?  Is that one day or the entire season of


17  the hunt?  What?  I'm Emma Pokon.  I'm with the Borough.


18  I just was wondering if you could expand on what you meant


19  by disrupt.


20                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Disrupt as in taking


21  away the ability to whale during that season one day.  We


22  hope that it doesn't happen for one day.  We certainly


23  wouldn't knowingly allow industry to disrupt for one day


24  but, you know, come back and say they disrupted whaling


25  for one day, they crossed the bar, I think that's -- you
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 1  are getting -- you are getting close to where the


 2  reasonable line lies there.


 3            1985, Shell admits they disrupted whaling.  We


 4  wouldn't allow that to occur again, those activities.  And


 5  the whaling captains and the people that were here, the


 6  whaling crews, they all know what happened then, and those


 7  kinds of activities by oil and gas would not be authorized


 8  by our agency again.


 9                  MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK: Our


10  communities have worked on these processes for a long


11  time.  There is a lot of concern that has been expressed


12  through generations.  There also been generations of


13  impacts that have occurred and multiplied throughout this


14  process.  We have expressed concerns about health that


15  have affected us.  Air quality changes and continued


16  emissions related to the burned gas.  We have expressed


17  concerns about changes to the water affecting fish


18  migration passages.  We have complained about concerns to


19  changes to the land affecting migratory patterns of


20  animals that we depend on; yet many of our concerns have


21  not been taken to the heart of the understanding about


22  these issues.


23            Your discussion in response only heightens my


24  concern that it's not appropriate with your understanding


25  as to what our impacts are.  When we have one day of
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 1  weather appropriate for whaling and it's preventing a


 2  successful harvest, that is very devastating to some of


 3  our village communities that rely on these resources for


 4  the nourishment of our families for the winter season to


 5  come.  When you have multiple species impacted and


 6  affecting multiple families in these processes, that's


 7  also very devastating to our communities when we are


 8  trying to give our families a variety of nutritions from


 9  the varieties of food that are necessary for our bodies to


10  consume in the ways that we consume them with the health


11  needs that we have.


12            We have had changes that have affected the


13  health of some of our foods already.  Early discussions


14  related to historic developments and contaminants


15  affecting fish and the way that this information was


16  presented to our communities was also very bad in the


17  process.  Taking a whole year to get it to the right


18  community that was closest to the impact was not


19  appropriate, as well as the design of the study not


20  looking at the way that our families consume these fish


21  and the way that it affects our sharing of these


22  resources, having the good new first tastes from the


23  grandparents to the grandchildren, developing the sharing


24  of these resources to learn the varieties of the body


25  parts that we consume in our processes.  All of these
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 1  things are very important.


 2            Teaching our families these stories of how to


 3  prepare these things, but yet the value within the process


 4  that is put before us does not take all of these factors


 5  into consideration in this process.  And many of these


 6  things lead to other reactions and social reactions and


 7  negativity and other downtrodden efforts that cause a lot


 8  of conflict.


 9            But when we were working constantly and trying


10  to communicate all these efforts and they are never


11  enforced upon -- many of the documents that you have put


12  forward have changed all of our layers of understanding


13  what's supposed to be done in one area versus another area


14  with who is supposed to be receiving these concerns in the


15  right level in order to create a reaction that prevents


16  loss of harvesting and the sharing of these things.  When


17  we are having to constantly work in an effort to get the


18  communication to the process and making sure that all of


19  the stories that go with it affect the decisionmaking,


20  it's impossible because it's been broken down into so many


21  fragmentations, as well as your processes of dealing with


22  these developments.


23            You put some of these development plans with


24  minimal scenarios, and yet all of the piecemeals that are


25  supposed to be looking at the process do not get put into


Page 28


 1  the studies that look at some of these impacts, all of


 2  these things affect how we deal with this process.  We get


 3  a lot of anger and frustration.  We get a lot of


 4  repercussions in our daily lives as we are walking into


 5  our stores and into our churches because we have people


 6  that have had impacts to this process.


 7            I went to seven villages on the North Slope last


 8  year, and I had concerns at every community of health of


 9  our foods, of our resources affecting the health of our


10  people.  We share these stories over and over in various


11  ways, but where does it go?  And the layers of the


12  processes to effect changes that prevent some of these


13  impacts.


14            You talked about some of the ways things have


15  been done and, yes, it's a flaring of an understanding,


16  but it's not a full understanding that you have.  Unless


17  we are continually there educating you in the process,


18  then your understanding gets changed and your process of


19  continuing with others in these decisionmaking processes,


20  you only give me greater concern.  There is a lot of


21  concern that's already there.  The breakdown of these


22  processes in trying to allow us to effectively be involved


23  in the process is not working very well.  It's only


24  causing us a lot of pain.


25            We have needs to continue our traditional and
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 1  cultural activities in spite of the changes that are being


 2  proposed with your efforts to come here in these


 3  processes, yet the risks are with us.  We cannot allow the


 4  way that it has been broken down to continue.  Industry's


 5  control of the research process, industry's


 6  self-monitoring cannot continue.  We need to have a better


 7  process in these factors because it's not a good enough


 8  process.


 9            The failures that are being demonstrated, the


10  rural designation of some of the processes of the


11  pipelines and how it's being monitored, the failures of


12  this process to effectively monitor Alpine.  We already


13  had leaks there.  It's one of your newer small footprints


14  in the sand, and yet the hours to monitor and effectively


15  deal with this process we still have leakages occurring.


16  Year after year we still have multiple sites that are


17  leaking, and yet our monitoring system is only getting to


18  one to ten percent of the leakages.


19            Those kind of failures of these type of


20  regulatory efforts are really concerning.  But the bigger


21  thing is we worked really hard to get a health impact


22  assessment.  The failure to get this into a good process


23  so that it assesses on the ocean -- it needs to be done.


24  It started in various layers in the past.  It's never been


25  completed.  It needs to be done as part of this process.
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 1  It cannot be a weekend assessment that we got with NPRA.


 2  It needs to be a better health impact assessment.  There


 3  is better mechanisms on the Internet on the international


 4  level than what we have in our assessment.


 5            Also, the tools to get all of the responses to


 6  be true abilities to respond instead of stories and plans


 7  on paper need to be done.  I watched what happened with


 8  the Gulf.  I went down and toured the spill.  It only gave


 9  the stories of our Elders that said these plans will fail


10  reassurance that we know what we are talking about.  They


11  were failures in many ways.  We know that efforts putting


12  boom out there is not going to work the same up here.


13  Inches of ice is going to disrupt that.


14            The environment that we have is changing so


15  rapidly.  Your ability to look at research that's been


16  done over generations versus what's really occurring right


17  now in our environment is very different.  They have to be


18  continued, updated, monitored and assessed and reassessed.


19  And we don't have the mechanisms in place to allow us to


20  effectively monitor it or assess it.


21            Thank you.


22                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you, Rosemary.


23                  MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: First I'd like to say


24  thanks to Doreen and Rosemary and Roy for their heartfelt


25  comments here.  And the concern that they expressed is one
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 1  that we of wildlife management for the Borough hear on a


 2  regular basis.  So even though BOEMRE may not be feeling


 3  very welcome at the moment, we haven't done a good job of


 4  saying welcome to Barrow.  And thank you, you know, Jim,


 5  especially you, for coming up as an Acting Director for


 6  Alaska.  We certainly appreciate your ear here in town as


 7  well as in the other villages across the North Slope.


 8  Thank you for you coming in.  Bob, thanks for you coming


 9  up from the Gulf.  And I didn't catch your name, but you


10  are from D.C.  Thank you for coming, as well.  Appreciate


11  it.


12            So even though I said thank you, I want to add a


13  couple of minor criticisms for requests for the future.


14  One is I've never been to a scoping meeting on a federal


15  holiday, and it seems very peculiar that BOEMRE would be


16  having a scoping meeting today, President's Day.  So


17  avoiding those in the future would be worthwhile.


18            I also am a little disappointed that there


19  aren't big maps on the wall showing where the planning


20  areas are and showing where the active leases are.  You


21  know, the map, while a little bit helpful that's drawn up


22  here, it doesn't do a real good job of depicting where the


23  planning areas are and so future meetings having a good


24  map would be helpful.


25            So I know that you are looking for advice from
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 1  the communities about the next five-year plan and what to


 2  do for leasing.  You have heard tonight, and I'm sure you


 3  have heard in other communities and you certainly will in


 4  the future concerns about oil spills.  And of course,


 5  that's all because of what happened in the Gulf of Mexico.


 6  So in my opinion, that before any additional drilling


 7  occurs up here, there really has to be a demonstration


 8  that the oil companies are capable of preventing an oil


 9  spill, or in the event that bad things happen, that they


10  are capable of cleaning up that oil spill, including a


11  major one.


12            Obviously oil companies don't bear all the


13  burden when an oil spill, when a tragedy happens like


14  happened in the Gulf of Mexico.  The Coast Guard was


15  intimately involved.  I'm sure BOEMRE and National Marine


16  Fisheries Service and other agencies were involved.  And


17  Jeff, as you mentioned earlier, you know, there is


18  concerns about infrastructure.  There aren't the airports;


19  there aren't harbors to help bring the equipment that


20  would be needed to clean up an oil spill.  And all of that


21  needs to be remedied before additional work occurs in the


22  offshore and the Arctic Alaska.


23            In my opinion, there shouldn't be any leasing in


24  the Chukchi or the Beaufort Sea in the next five years,


25  that there is quite a few active leases.  There have been
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 1  problems with NEPA documents.  There have been problems


 2  with EPA documents or assessments, and it seems like the


 3  government and the companies really need to sort out


 4  those, get those -- get those environmental assessments


 5  right, get those regulations right before doing any more


 6  leases, before allowing for drilling to go forward.


 7            So I guess that's kind of my overall general


 8  comment.  Maybe I'll kind of give some other folks a


 9  chance to talk and then provide some more detailed


10  comments here in a little bit, as well.


11                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: If you have written


12  comments, we can get them into the record.


13                  MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: Thanks.  I'll have to


14  send those to Mary or Jim or somebody.


15                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: You don't have to read


16  them.  You can put them in the record.


17                  MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: Yeah.


18                  MR. TODD SFORMO: Todd Sformo.  Following


19  up on Robert's comments, you mentioned at the beginning


20  there were 30 exploratory wells drilled in the Beaufort


21  side and five in the Chukchi side.  And yet I don't know


22  of any single agency that's able to track all of the


23  shipping that is occurring there.  I've talked to the


24  Coast Guard and other agencies and companies, and yet all


25  of the shipping out there is not accounted for.  So if
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 1  there is a problem out there, how are -- how will your


 2  agency, you know, try to remedy this problem?  I mean it


 3  seems like it's something that has to be accounted for in


 4  your plan.


 5                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: What kind of a problem


 6  are you talking about?


 7                  MR. TODD SFORMO: Well, I can't tell -- if


 8  I -- I can't go to one single place to find out what kind


 9  of shipping is going on, what ships are going through from


10  the Chukchi to the Beaufort side.


11                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Tim, what is the -- A,


12  starts with an A?


13                  MR. TIM HOLDER: There is an Arctic


14  Marine -- well, I'll just try to speak loud enough.  There


15  is a document called the Arctic Marine Shipping


16  assessment.  It was adopted by the Arctic Council, which


17  is made up of eight Arctic nations.  They labored very


18  hard to get a count of the shipping and where they are


19  going to and from, but your point is well taken in that


20  there is no one central agency that's keeping track of


21  where -- where ships are going to and from.  Obviously,


22  the general trend is rising exponentially in the last 15


23  years and destined to keep going in that direction.  And


24  as time goes forward, because of the melting polar ice


25  cap, is just making all that increase over time into the
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 1  future.


 2            However, the thing in the Gulf of Mexico is they


 3  have way more shipping down there than there is up here.


 4  I'm not sure -- that's one issue that I really didn't hear


 5  a thing about during the Gulf spill was, you know, do


 6  ships keep an eye out for the spill and try to go around


 7  it or whatever.  I know there was a spill on the


 8  Mississippi River, I think it was downriver from New


 9  Orleans, and caused a big clog in shipping for a few


10  weeks, and that really messed things up for a while.  But


11  out there in the open water, I don't know.  And up here


12  there is no -- your point is well taken.  There is no


13  single agency that's responsible.


14                  MR. BEN GREENE: Thank you.  Ben Greene.


15  And this will just be a very quick note.  In the interest


16  of making your Barrow visit as productive as possible, I


17  want to bring your attention -- and maybe you are already


18  aware -- but a very fascinating and relatively rare event


19  occurred along the coast right outside of Barrow just over


20  the last weekend.


21                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: We noticed because we


22  were here last week.


23                  MR. BEN GREENE: Make sure to take a very


24  careful look at the ivu.  There are blocks of ice the size


25  of moderate-sized houses that were obviously pushed with a
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 1  great deal of force a significant distance.  And so, good,


 2  I'm glad to hear that you got to see that.  I just wanted


 3  to bring that to your attention.


 4                  MR. TIM HOLDER: I'd like to comment on


 5  that.  We were here last week and we flew down from Barrow


 6  to Wainwright, and we saw what we thought was a pretty big


 7  lead.  It was, let's say, a quarter of a mile wide.  Wow,


 8  look at that.  We were all commenting on it.  When we came


 9  back the next day, the open water was just about to the


10  horizon, and then Friday was the -- the wind was blowing


11  30 miles an hour from the west and southwest, and then it


12  became an ivu.  So yeah, we were -- it was amazing to see


13  it.  Kind of the lead up from the air really was


14  impressive.


15                  MS. J. ST. VINCENT: I'm J. St. Vincent.


16  I have a question that was generated by listening to Roy


17  and Doreen and Rosemary that I hadn't thought about before


18  about subsistence impacts.  Has anyone in your agency or


19  have you sent individuals or a team to the Slope to stay


20  with a subsistence activity during one season, like


21  somebody from your agency to be with the Inupiat people to


22  see what goes on during, say, one caribou harvest or one


23  whaling season so the agency would understand more closely


24  what Rosemary would be talking about about what one day


25  could mean during whaling season?  Has that happened?
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 1                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Do you think that the


 2  Deputy Regional Director should do that?


 3                  MS. J. ST. VINCENT: I'd like to see the


 4  Deputy Regional Director do it.  I'll take pictures.


 5                  MS. DOREEN LAMPE: Much of NEPA doesn't


 6  apply to the Native hunter's ability to harvest.  NEPA


 7  doesn't apply for AEWC to enforce a CAA, but there are


 8  other federal regulations, rules and regulations that


 9  apply that need to be enforced like ANILCA and MMPA.  Who


10  will be the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation


11  and Enforcement person who will be assigned to be our


12  advocate for our right to exist and not be left with a


13  dump of industrial waste?  If it can't be enforced through


14  AEWC and the State level, it surely can be enforced at the


15  federal level.  And I want to know who you are going to


16  assign to work with us on this.


17                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: You mean by name?


18                  MS. DOREEN LAMPE: Whatever.  I mean, you


19  have got some kind of a big, new game plan.  We haven't


20  heard much about it.  All you want to do is hear from us,


21  and we haven't even heard your game plan.


22                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Okay.  Well, we would


23  be glad to explain the parameters, the details of our


24  reorganization to the communities, to ICAS, to the other


25  tribes if people are interested in doing that.  Our
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 1  community liaison is, directly from the job description,


 2  an advocate of communities and especially federally


 3  recognized tribes through government to government


 4  consultation and through other --


 5                  MS. DOREEN LAMPE: But they have got no


 6  muscles to enforce a CAA.  I want to know who within the


 7  enforcement agency can we work with to make this happen


 8  and get those burden -- some responsibilities off the


 9  local level.


10                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: When a federal judge


11  says your agency has no ability to do anything about those


12  provisions if they are breached or they can't be reached,


13  that was a problem that came out of that lawsuit that we


14  don't know how to overcome.  We would be happy to work


15  with the communities and especially with the AEWC and


16  others in the whaling communities to reconcile that


17  problem, but it exists.  And being an advocate for the


18  communities, for the AEWC is one thing.  Enforcing


19  provisions or getting -- forcing industry to adopt


20  provisions in the CAA is something that is problematic.


21                  MS. DOREEN LAMPE: What's the biggest


22  problem about it?  What is it?  You lack jurisdiction?


23  What is the biggest problem?


24                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: That's what the judge


25  said.  Nothing you can do.
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 1                  MS. DOREEN LAMPE: But you are leasing the


 2  ocean out there.


 3                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Nothing you can do if


 4  it's not reached or if it's breached.  I think


 5  everybody -- at least the people who belong to


 6  organizations that were plaintiffs in that case remember


 7  that court decision.


 8                  MS. DOREEN LAMPE: There is some federal


 9  regulations that apply to my right to live.


10                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Certainly.


11  Environmental justice and many other provisions under


12  federal environmental law and under the MMPA all are part


13  and parcel to things that fall into that category.  And we


14  want to protect your right to live and your environment


15  and your --


16                  MS. DOREEN LAMPE: And subsist.  My right


17  to life and subsist --


18                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: And subsist.


19                  MS. DOREEN LAMPE: -- because the way you


20  guys deal with us, you just say zero tolerance.  You are


21  so very much pro oil development that you guys don't even


22  really seriously consider how to protect the Arctic Ocean.


23  There will be no access to no oil tree for your Coast


24  Guard or nobody else, for that matter, to get out there.


25  If there was an accident, that you guys would not be able
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 1  to get out there and send all your hundreds of ships from


 2  the Gulf of Mexico up to the Arctic.  And that will just


 3  wipe out the whole Arctic Chukchi Sea migration route.


 4  All the whales be dead.


 5            And who is going to go to jail?  Who is going to


 6  pay the fine?  One captain went to jail for one year when


 7  Barrow went over the quota limit.  Who is going to jail?


 8  Who went to jail for BP?  What happened to those human


 9  beings that live down there?  Their rights were just


10  trampled on.


11                  MS. LOIS EPSTEIN: Lois Epstein.  I'm an


12  engineer with the Wilderness Society in Anchorage.  And I


13  guess one comment I have is I'm hearing a lot of


14  frustration here about whether there is any information


15  that could be provided to BOEMRE that might result in a


16  decision not to lease.  Is there any information that


17  would show that the difficulties of cleanup, the lack of


18  enforcement, the lack of ability to carry out the


19  provisions of the Conflict Avoidance Agreement, any of


20  that might be in and of itself for some to say we


21  shouldn't go forward?  But what I'm hearing is that this


22  is -- this is happening.  And is there any type of data or


23  legal problems or anything that could convince the


24  Administration?  Maybe you could just give us a feel for


25  that.


Page 41


 1                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: There is a plethora of


 2  things, a lot of them that we talked about tonight.  On


 3  the other hand, you have two -- roughly three billion


 4  dollars worth of leases in the Beaufort and Chukchi Sea


 5  that belong to companies.


 6            The United States government issued those


 7  leases, collected that money.  Those lessees have certain


 8  rights.  The resource estimates for the Chukchi Sea as


 9  they analyze data over again and to a minor extent gain


10  new data, those resource estimates are increasing.  And


11  what may be larger than the largest oil field on earth is


12  believed to be out there.  That's on the other side of the


13  equation.


14            My job isn't to talk anybody into anything here.


15  I like to answer questions.  I try to stay out of


16  arguments because as much as people may not think, I don't


17  work for companies.  I don't advocate for their interests.


18  I work for the United States government, the Department of


19  the Interior, and for today the Bureau of Ocean Energy


20  Management, Regulation and Enforcement.  And this process


21  under the National Environmental Policy Act and tonight's


22  meeting is to get comments from the public on the notion


23  that one or more offshore oil and gas lease sales would be


24  held in the Arctic in the Beaufort planning area and


25  Chukchi planning area that, quite frankly, has not been
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 1  defined.  I don't have a map because it's a blank slate


 2  tonight.


 3            And so at every meeting that we have held so


 4  far -- and I'm quite certain that every meeting this


 5  agency holds in Alaska -- I know a little bit about


 6  meetings that this agency holds in Alaska -- there will be


 7  even more concerns in more areas about holding offshore --


 8  more offshore oil and gas lease sales.  Whether or not


 9  there will be a totality of things that convince the


10  ultimate decisionmaker not to hold any oil and gas lease


11  sales, I don't know.  I don't know.  Maybe.  That's my


12  best guess.  Maybe.


13            The decisionmaker might even ask me.  What I


14  think is a less important than if the decisionmaker asks


15  me what I heard during public scoping meetings.  And my


16  job is to tell that person exactly what all of you tell


17  me.  And I'll do that, whether I agree with it or not.


18  I'll tell the truth.  I'll tell them exactly, as I


19  remember it anyway.  And I don't think I'm biased.  I'm


20  not because I understand everybody's position here.  I can


21  relate in more ways than you can imagine to the way people


22  feel, even the ones that feel very strongly, even the ones


23  who are the most upset.  I can relate to that.


24            So I don't have a problem with telling the


25  decisionmaker exactly what people told me.  And they have
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 1  in the past, right before Chukchi Sea sale 193, asked the


 2  question whether or not people in these communities in the


 3  North Slope Borough felt that the oil companies could


 4  clean up a major oil spill.  Asked a whole room full of


 5  people that question.  That's a question where they might


 6  not like the answer.  So it's real silent.  And I had just


 7  been up here and spoken to folks.  Doreen remembers and I


 8  think a few other people remember the first time I came up


 9  here and managed meetings.  So it was real easy just for


10  me to say no.


11            And then the next question was:  Well, can they?


12  And I said I'd bet my money on prevention because the


13  worst day in the Arctic they will be lucky to stay alive,


14  much less clean anything up.  You don't have a lot of time


15  to talk during those meetings, but I got the message


16  across.  They held the oil and gas lease sale anyway.


17  That's -- you know, that's the decisionmaker's shot to


18  call.


19            In the document, in the executive summary, I


20  would hope that these concerns, at least the ones, the


21  concerns that are most relevant to this five-year plan,


22  will be articulated.  I can make sure that that happens.


23  I have -- I have quite a bit to say over what ends up in


24  our environmental documents.  That can sway a


25  decisionmaker.  They are going to read that for sure.
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 1  They are going to get a briefing on the document.  I


 2  forgot how many pages our five-year programmatic EISes


 3  are.  2,000?


 4                  MR. BOB SEBASTIAN: It's large.


 5                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Yeah.  And these


 6  Assistant Secretaries and the Secretary of the Interior,


 7  there are just literally hundreds of environmental


 8  documents being produced by people within their agency.


 9  These are very important, and you can bet after the


10  Deepwater Horizon these decisions have the utmost


11  attention of the Secretary and the President.  So those


12  decisions will be well thought this time around.


13            And everything that has been said tonight and


14  has been said in the previous meetings I think are all


15  compelling reasons to not; but at the same time, people


16  said we need the economic opportunities; the TransAlaska


17  Pipeline is in a decline, and without the offshore


18  contribution eventually will stop flowing, and that's an


19  important part of the economy.  We have heard a little bit


20  of that at the meetings so far.  We will hear a lot more


21  in Anchorage.


22            The majority -- this isn't a democracy, but the


23  majority of the people in Alaska have been proponents of


24  offshore oil development.  But it doesn't make any


25  difference.  It's not a voting thing.  And through
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 1  litigation, through the public process, facilitated by


 2  NEPA, through other efforts that agency heads have made to


 3  hear what people have to say, I think it's pretty safe to


 4  say, put that all together and that's why nine years will


 5  have passed and you will not -- and you have not seen one


 6  single exploratory drilling project in Alaska's Outer


 7  Continental Shelf.  That has not ever happened since they


 8  first started drilling in the OCS in Alaska, ever.  They


 9  went, I think, four or five years once in the mid '80s.


10            There were two years when I believe there were


11  17 exploration wells one year and 17 exploration wells the


12  following year.  And one of them was '85 when Shell


13  disrupted whaling activities.  So when you hear the


14  leaders here in the North Slope say too much too fast too


15  soon, I'm sure that has something to do with it.  There


16  was too much going on too fast, and whaling was disrupted


17  for an entire community for an entire season.  Shell


18  acknowledges it.  It's no secret.


19             Robert.  Thank you for raising your hand.


20                  MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: I figured I'd get you


21  to stop talking for a while if I raised my hand.  Lois


22  just mentioned a few things about the lack of information


23  in the Chukchi planning area, such as limited ability to


24  clean up oil and other things.  One thing that the North


25  Slope Borough has commented on in the past that we haven't
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 1  really talked about tonight -- Jeff, I think you mentioned


 2  it earlier on -- is that there is really a limitation in


 3  the amount of information in the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas


 4  for making wise decisions.


 5            Without a doubt, MMS -- BOEMRE and MMS before


 6  has spent a lot of money helping to collect important


 7  information, but the environment has changed hugely.  You


 8  know, the ice has retreated.  The ice is getting thinner.


 9  And the environment is changing in lots of other ways.


10  And so even though we have got a lot of old information,


11  it probably isn't pertinent to what's happening now.  So


12  we need to continue to collect information and do so as


13  rapidly as we can, especially if lease sales are going to


14  be held and if oil companies are going to be permitted to


15  drill.


16            So I'd like to thank BOEMRE for the science


17  that's going on.  I look forward to potential


18  collaborations between the Borough and BOEMRE with regard


19  to science and collecting needed information, but we


20  definitely need to move forward with that.


21            The oil companies, of course, collect a lot of


22  science, as well.  They go out and look for marine mammals


23  and look for birds and measure sounds that they are


24  putting into the water, and I think that's all really


25  positive.  However, they keep their information private.
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 1  They don't share it with people.


 2            Sure, they will summarize it and give people the


 3  summaries, but if BOEMRE is going to allow Shell and


 4  Conoco Phillips and Stat Oil and other companies to go out


 5  on the ocean and collect environmental data -- not


 6  necessarily the seismic data or drilling data, but the


 7  environmental data about what's happening in the water or


 8  on the water, that that information should be required to


 9  be made public; the data, not necessarily just the


10  reports; that other people should have the right to be


11  able to look at that information without having to try to


12  interpret what the oil companies have done in summarizing


13  the data.


14            So the scientific process needs to be much more


15  transparent than it currently is or has been for decades


16  up here.


17            In the past -- well, also related to kind of


18  studies is the issue of cumulative impacts.  This is kind


19  of what Todd was talking about a moment ago about ship


20  traffic.  All the ships that are moving through the Arctic


21  are putting a lot of sound into the water, and that sound


22  has the potential to deflect bowheads or belugas or other


23  animals away from areas where they used to be hunted or


24  areas where they feed or rest or calve.


25            And so we need to better understand cumulative
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 1  impacts.  And in order to do that, we have to have a good


 2  archive of information about what the human activities


 3  were out there.  We need to know all the ships.  And most


 4  of the ships that are out there are oil and gas companies,


 5  but there is others, too.  We need to have good


 6  information about the human activities in the Beaufort and


 7  Chukchi Sea planning area, and we need that information to


 8  assess cumulative impacts.


 9            On top of that, we also know that the


10  exploration activities in Canada, especially in the


11  eastern Beaufort Sea and in Russia in the western Chukchi


12  Sea, that oil exploration is increasing there, too.  And


13  so BOEMRE needs to make sure they are talking to their


14  Canadian counterparts and Russian counterparts to be aware


15  of the information about activities that are going on


16  there so when you do the NEPA analysis of cumulative


17  impacts, you can actually do a reasonable job of assessing


18  them; not just listing them out, but assessing what the


19  cumulative impacts might be to the biology of bowhead


20  whales, belugas, or other animals.


21            And then one other comment that I want to make


22  is that in the past there have been deferral areas in the


23  Beaufort Sea for whaling.  There was one around Barrow.


24  There was one around Cross Island for the Nuiqsut hunters


25  and there was one around Kaktovik.  And currently those
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 1  deferral areas around Kaktovik and Barrow are still in


 2  place.  But, I don't know, maybe five or ten years ago the


 3  deferral area around Cross Island was removed.  And I


 4  think that was disappointing.  And I think that BOEMRE


 5  should seriously consider putting that deferral area back


 6  in place.  Obviously there are leases that have already


 7  been sold there, and I'm not suggesting that necessarily


 8  those leases be bought back, but don't offer any more


 9  lease tracts in the deferral area around Cross Island in


10  the next five-year plan.


11            And this really gets to kind of what Doreen is


12  trying to get at is, like, sure, the CAA between oil


13  companies and the AEWC can't be used by the federal


14  government to enforce, you know, disturbance issues


15  related to marine mammals, but you guys can do something.


16  You can do things to make sure that marine mammals are


17  available to hunters in the areas where they have been in


18  the past.  A deferral area or time in area closures are


19  certainly things that should be considered in an EIS for


20  the Beaufort and Chukchi Sea planning areas.


21                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Robert, what kind of


22  an exclusion zone in Cross Island would you recommend, the


23  same one that was there before or bigger?


24                  MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: To tell you the truth,


25  I don't remember exactly what was there before, but
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 1  talking to the Nuiqsut hunters would be the best road to


 2  take.  The other piece of information that would be


 3  valuable is the study that you helped fund, and I think


 4  Shell may have helped fund part of it, as well, which is


 5  the Michael Galganaitis study on looking at tracks of


 6  where the hunting crews went when they were out whaling,


 7  and that information will provide lots of good details


 8  about where boats go.


 9                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Science that industry


10  has today that you know that is complete that you would


11  like and haven't been able to obtain, can you name


12  anything?


13                  MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: Everything.  They


14  won't provide any of their data in terms of some of the


15  contaminants data.


16                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Can you send to me via


17  e-mail the specifics, and then we will try to see if we


18  can just -- I mean, you know, pick, like, your top to


19  start with, top three things and then we will go to work


20  just to see how we do.


21                  MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: That would be


22  fantastic.  It's always been problematic that the


23  companies are willing to baseline -- they are willing to


24  share summarized information but not the raw data, with


25  one exception, and that exception is BP.  And they have
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 1  been more than willing to share the data with us.  So


 2  despite their problems in the Gulf of Mexico and on the


 3  North Slope in some cases, from a science perspective they


 4  have been quite willing to work with us and be very


 5  transparent in their science, except seismic data.


 6                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Well, proprietary data


 7  we will have little luck with, and we might go to jail if


 8  we give it up.


 9                  MR. GEOFF CARROLL: My name is Geoff


10  Carroll.  And I have been a wildlife biologist on the


11  North Slope for over 30 years.  I've worked for the


12  National Marine Fisheries, the North Slope Borough, and


13  currently Alaska Department of Fish & Game.  I'm going to


14  be speaking as a private citizen, and these don't


15  represent the views of any agency.


16                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Fair enough.


17                  MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: He just doesn't want


18  to get fired.


19                  MR. GEOFF CARROLL: Okay.  I'd like to


20  thank you also for coming up here and getting people's


21  input and opinions on this very important subject.  First


22  I have a question and then I'll have a few comments.  The


23  question is, you know, with the Gulf of Mexico spill, what


24  we observed was a situation where there have been all


25  these amazing advances on their ability to drill.  They
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 1  were drilling in five miles of water and going way down


 2  and going a long way beyond that.  And there have been


 3  amazing advances in that technology, but when there was a


 4  spill, it was like back to the Dark Ages.  I mean, there


 5  have been no advances really in oil spill cleanup.


 6            And kind of a question is, is there a push


 7  within your agency to somehow advance the research and


 8  development in oil spill cleanup techniques?


 9                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Well, there is


10  probably a bigger push now than there has been maybe ever


11  within this agency, my agency.  I personally, though --


12  I've cleaned up small oil spills when I worked for the


13  Navy Public Works Center in San Diego.  Never large oil


14  spills on the water.  I'm not optimistic that there is


15  going to be some massive advance here.  I haven't given it


16  a lot of thought, but there has been a lot of great people


17  that -- including some famous people, the actor -- I


18  forgot his name, the good-looking fellow, and whatnot that


19  have worked on it.


20            And so, you know, things are -- necessity is the


21  mother of invention, but we haven't seen much.  And we


22  have been cleaning up things we spill on our floor the


23  same old way.  Maybe more wasteful than we used to.  We


24  used to use a rag; now we use throw-away stuff.  But I


25  don't think you are going to ever see some gizmo that you
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 1  can throw out there on the water -- maybe I'm wrong.  I


 2  hope I'm wrong -- but I'm doubtful that there is going to


 3  be significant advances.


 4            And really when you think about it, especially


 5  in the Arctic and especially given the causation for the


 6  Deepwater Horizon -- the causation primarily is


 7  complacency, the opposite of which is vigilance.  And only


 8  11 people died.  A lot more could have.  They had a lot of


 9  personal reasons to be vigilant, and they weren't.


10            There is -- there are -- I think your well


11  control enhancement, other prevention, a regulatory regime


12  that is both feared and respected, things that are


13  longstanding motivators of vigilance will negate the need


14  for some new inventions in spill response, but that's just


15  my opinion.  Sorry.  Long answer.


16                  MR. GEOFF CARROLL: Okay.  Thank you.  You


17  know, I, along with a lot of North Slope people, you know,


18  we really do appreciate the economic benefits that


19  petroleum development has brought, and we would probably


20  like to see this continue, but however, we want to see


21  this done with as little negative impact to the people,


22  the wildlife and the rest of the environment as possible.


23            And I might have kind got off on the wrong track


24  in my comments here.  Basically I saw this as a scoping


25  meeting, so right now they are suggestions of topics I'd
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 1  like to see covered when you write your environmental


 2  impact statement and, you know, develop your five-year


 3  plan.  So you know, okay.


 4            When we hear about offshore development,


 5  probably the first thing that comes to mind is the risk of


 6  an oil spill.  We know that oil spills are quite possible.


 7  We've seen huge devastating oil spills in Prince William


 8  Sound and the Gulf of Mexico.  We also know that they're


 9  very difficult to clean up and that they have many


10  impacts.


11            There are several aspects about the Arctic, such


12  as ice-covered waters, the cold, the dark, distance to


13  infrastructure that make it extremely difficult to clean


14  up a spill.  Many people here feel that oil development


15  should just not occur until there are proven methods for


16  controlling and cleaning up an oil spill.  Because a major


17  oil spill is quite possible and because it would be


18  extremely difficult to clean one up, I'd like to see


19  BOEMRE address the following issues in the environmental


20  impact statement.


21            Number one, what impacts could a major oil spill


22  have on the people, wildlife, and the rest of the


23  environment in northern Alaska.  I think it should be


24  listed out just what impacts could result from this.


25            Number two, if exploration and development are
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 1  allowed, what precautions would be required of oil


 2  companies to make an oil spill as unlikely as possible.


 3            Three, when oil spills do occur, what means are


 4  available to clean up oil in various conditions that are


 5  present in the Arctic, such as the extreme cold, the


 6  darkness, ice-covered waters and the stormy weather.


 7            In the Gulf of Mexico, one of the primary


 8  techniques used to deal with the oil was dispersants, and


 9  it seems like that was done without really understanding


10  the long-term effects of the dispersants on the


11  environment.  The EIS should address the effectiveness of


12  dispersants in cold waters or the conditions up here, and


13  it should also discuss the negative impacts the


14  dispersants could have on the local environment.


15            Number five, I'd like to know how does BOEMRE


16  plan to deal with such issues such as the lack of


17  infrastructure to support the ships and people that would


18  be needed for oil spill cleanup.  I think we have heard


19  that several times this evening, but, man, there is just


20  no facilities around here to get the ships and everything


21  else into place to even attempt an oil spill cleanup.  And


22  if development does proceed and there is an oil spill and


23  it cannot be cleaned up, what financial and human


24  resources will be provided to local communities?


25            In addition to oil spills, there are many other
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 1  issues that could be addressed in an EIS.  One of those


 2  would be what steps should be taken to gather baseline


 3  information to fill the information gaps about wildlife


 4  and oceanographic conditions.  And also a listing of what


 5  studies should be developed to measure the effects on


 6  wildlife and people if the exploration and development do


 7  occur.


 8            The EIS should address how climate change could


 9  affect exploration and development plans like -- as Robert


10  mentioned, all the studies that have taken place up to


11  now, you know, it's a whole different playing field now.


12  The ice is different, the weather patterns are different.


13  And you know, even studies that take place today, in ten


14  years it's all going to change.  So everything that's


15  discussed needs to be -- you need to take the fact that


16  global climate change is taking place and that things are


17  going to be in a constant state of change.


18            What effects could the noises associated with


19  exploration and development have on wildlife?  Which of


20  these effects will be detrimental to wildlife and which of


21  those effects -- because it's affecting the wildlife, how


22  could that affect hunters and what negative effects could


23  it have on the people up here?  Also what other factors,


24  such as seismic surveys, ship traffic and aircraft traffic


25  could affect wildlife?  How could these effects be
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 1  detrimental to hunters, as well?


 2            And you know what could be done to minimize the


 3  impacts of industrial noise, ship traffic, and seismic


 4  surveys on wildlife and the people that hunt them?  So I'd


 5  like to see it outlined what all factors could affect the


 6  wildlife and the people and also what could be done about


 7  it.


 8            And also, you know, what impacts could result


 9  from air and water pollution given off from exploration


10  and development sites and what can be done to minimize


11  this?


12            One issue is that the Bering Strait is kind of a


13  choke point in the migration path of bowhead and beluga


14  whales and a lot of other marine mammals.  It's a


15  relatively narrow space, and a lot of animals migrate


16  through.  And we are seeing increased ship traffic every


17  year and, of course, they are funneled into that narrow


18  area, as well.  So it's going to eventually increase and


19  more ship strikes and disruption of migrations.  The EIS


20  should address what can be done to limit the ship traffic


21  through the Bering Strait during migrations and other


22  mitigation measures as far as affecting these migrations.


23            The EIS should also seriously consider


24  cumulative impacts.  In the past agencies have often


25  preferred to look at development and exploration one
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 1  project at a time.  Many times there is sort of a limited


 2  impact for one project and, it's only when you look at the


 3  total impact of many projects that a major problem is


 4  obvious.


 5            When you outline cumulative impacts, you should


 6  consider all the activities related to petroleum,


 7  shipping, research projects, and military activities in


 8  the northern oceans that -- everything that's going to be


 9  taking place in the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas, including


10  the Canadian and Russian waters.


11            So thank you for letting me testify.


12                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you.


13                  MR. WALTER AKPIK: My name is Walter


14  Akpik, and I'm a Barrow resident.  I just wanted to ask,


15  have you come up to do more studies on the ice that we


16  have out here?  You need to do more studies because once


17  that ice starts moving with the wind and the current


18  moving together, there is no man-made object that's going


19  to stop it, especially with an oil rig out there.  It's


20  just going to topple it over without notice.


21            And you guys will give the crews down there a


22  second chance to push the panic button to get everybody


23  out.  It just happens like that.  I have been here about


24  60 years, and I know how that ice works.  There is no


25  man-made such things that's able to stop that ice once it
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 1  starts moving with that current we got out here.  So do


 2  more studies on that ice that we have out here,


 3  wintertime.


 4                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you.  We have


 5  people that have not spoke yet.


 6                  MS. VERA WILLIAMS: I'm Vera Williams from


 7  Barrow, Alaska.  My concern, I guess, is what everybody


 8  has also stated.  That ice out there, just happened just


 9  the other day, and it's almost two, three stories high in


10  some areas.  And you know, if you were to start


11  collecting, even the weather bureau has all the data also


12  for the amount of wind we had just the other day to see


13  that ice pile up out there.


14            That's another area that you guys need to, I


15  think, at least consider our concerns that the ice is --


16  is powerful.  And Mother Nature -- you can't really stop


17  Mother Nature, but those are other areas that you could


18  look at also and tap into and take pictures out there to


19  see what magnitude four to six feet thickness of ice is


20  all piled up out there.  You know, those are our concerns.


21            How could you -- how could someone prove to us


22  that something could live through that, you know.  That's


23  our ocean out there.


24            And also, you know, just a suggestion, I heard a


25  couple places where infrastructure is not visibly here.
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 1  Those areas also need to be really touched up on and make


 2  those infrastructures be placed on the North Slope and


 3  scatter them around where you are going to have an oil


 4  spill; have it all around where they will be mobile and


 5  easy, you know, in different areas on the North Slope.  We


 6  have seven villages, and most of them are out in the, you


 7  know, coastal areas.  You could have those areas for


 8  designated spots, also, for, you know, planning something


 9  that could be implemented and into your five-year plan as


10  you progress through your five-year plan.


11            You know, that's just my suggestion that some


12  kind of mandatory thing needs to be placed for the oil


13  industry to have it out there or else you ask the federal


14  government to place it out there and have it mobile, ready


15  for any disaster.


16                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you.


17                  MR. CRAIG GEORGE: Craig George, for the


18  record.  For the record, my name is Craig George, and I've


19  lived in the community for about 30 years now, and I've


20  studied bowheads through most of that time.  So a lot of


21  my comments will be bowhead-centric.


22            But a couple things:  Regarding bowheads, I just


23  completed a -- well, a dissertation on bowheads, and


24  really what became clear is that one of the key features


25  of being a bowhead is its baleen.  That's the apparatus
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 1  which allows it to make a living out here.  And it's


 2  fairly unique to that animal in its length and the quality


 3  of it, the extensiveness of it.


 4            A bowhead is -- a third of the body is its head.


 5  It's kind of a swimming head, and it has 640 baleen hairs.


 6  I don't have an example here.  It has these long fringe


 7  hairs that can be over a foot in length.  Hey, there is


 8  one.  From -- relatively small, actually.  But those


 9  fringe hairs coming off there, those are really what makes


10  it work as a plankton or zooplankton filter.


11            And to date there has only been one study on how


12  oil ingestion could affect its ability to filter


13  zooplankton, and that seems like kind of a precursor to


14  doing any further research -- leasing is to really


15  understand how the animal might be affected by that.


16            In the Norwegian Arctic, they noticed that the


17  seismic noise affects in particular the gadids, the cod,


18  the -- and herring, and they may vacate a fjord where


19  they've been shooting seismic.  And as far as I know,


20  there hasn't been any -- the Elders constantly ask about


21  this here.  What does seismic do to the smaller critters?


22  We have some idea what it does to the larger critters, but


23  not the smaller ones.


24            Every meeting Rossman Peetook asks how seismic


25  noise affects krill, and we have never had an answer.  So
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 1  that seems like a worthwhile study project.  And in fact,


 2  they have shown, like I mentioned in Norway, that seismic


 3  noise does affect the distribution of fish.  And Arctic


 4  cod, of course, are one of the keystone species in the


 5  Arctic system.  So that's something you need to look at.


 6            We've heard a lot about demonstrating the


 7  ability to clean up oil.  I agree that it seems


 8  objectionable to pour oil into the ocean, do a spill test,


 9  but I think -- unfortunately, I think that probably needs


10  to be done to really do an honest test.  And actually,


11  Jeff, your comments have been sort of -- about the ability


12  to clean up oil, I think have been quite honest, that this


13  time of year with the current speeds and the darkness and


14  the temperatures, I think there are periods -- well,


15  clearly there are periods where it would be irresponsible


16  to put people out there because they wouldn't survive.


17  And we need a really good gap analysis in the next EIS --


18  gap response analysis -- sorry -- on oil spill cleanup.


19            Mentioned storms.  The most powerful storm since


20  I have been here was in 1989.  Some of you may remember.


21  It toppled cabins and tore roofs off in town.  And the


22  unofficial wind speed was 103 miles an hour at the DEW


23  line.  But the weather service instruments failed.  So


24  there is really no record.  I think their peak gusts quit


25  about 70, but that was an incredibly powerful storm.  I
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 1  think it did a lot of damage in Wainwright, as well.


 2            Okay.  Telemetry work, actually BLM, mainly


 3  through the efforts of Chukchi Monnett --


 4                  MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: Not BLM; BOEMRE.


 5                  MR. CRAIG GEORGE: Oh, I'm sorry.  It was


 6  MMS.  BOEMRE now.  Sorry.  Thank you.  Has funded what's


 7  now a really world class satellite telemetry study on


 8  bowheads.  A lot of the tagging was done here at Barrow,


 9  and also over in Arctic Canada, and it's told us a lot.


10            And essentially every tagged whale -- I don't


11  have the images here, but they have all taken off various


12  directions, but every single one except one has gone


13  through the current lease area, which is roughly like so


14  [indicating], I guess.  I can't draw it.  But anyway, they


15  all come down and they hit this coast and they spend up to


16  two months down here.  And if there was an oil release


17  under the predominant wind, which is northeast, you know,


18  you have the potential both here and down here


19  [indicating] to affect the entire bowhead population.  So


20  that wouldn't be good.


21            But anyway, some oil spill scenarios, looking


22  at -- I think we're too focused on these small areas --


23  not small areas.  On these specific areas in the planning


24  areas, but a lot of these -- essentially all marine


25  mammals are migratory, so we have got to look at the big
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 1  picture.  And this was funded by this agency.  And as I


 2  understand it, Robert, the information was not in the


 3  last --


 4                  MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: The recent NEPA


 5  document.


 6                  MR. GEORGE CRAIG: The recent NEPA


 7  document, which was -- it wasn't included in that.


 8                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: The most recent NEPA


 9  document that we have that is still a work in process is


10  the supplemental environmental impact statement for sale


11  193's court remand.


12                  MR. GEORGE CRAIG: And that wasn't in the


13  initial -- I know it caused a lot of --


14                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: The 193 FEIS.


15                  MR. GEORGE CRAIG: Right.  Is it in it


16  now?  Anyway, you have this beautiful data set --


17                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: The man behind you


18  will answer.


19                  MR. MIKE ROUTHIER: It will be.  We were


20  up here in November to talk about the draft SEIS.  Since


21  that time we have received a great number of comments and


22  we have been working hard to address them.  We are still


23  in that process.  And as part of that process, we are


24  adding additional studies that have come out recently that


25  either weren't available at the time we worked on the SEIS
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 1  or for whatever reason weren't in that document.  We did


 2  go back and add more studies, including the one you are


 3  referring to.


 4                  MR. GEORGE CRAIG: Okay.  Good.  That's


 5  some good news.  Okay.  And then there has been mention of


 6  shipping, and here is my sort of crude depiction of the


 7  Bering Strait.  Here is St. Lawrence.  But all the


 8  bowheads went like so, and then down through here on the


 9  west side in fall, and they all came up west of


10  St. Lawrence Island.  And this fits with local knowledge,


11  as well.


12            Very few go east.  Very few whales go east of


13  St. Lawrence Island.  But this is right in the shipping


14  lanes [indicating].  So I don't know if it's the purview


15  of the EIS, but shipping lanes and speed controls in this


16  area really need to be put in place.


17            We know from the bowhead's cousin on the East


18  Coast, the right whale, that they don't get along well


19  with ships.  In fact, they get hit with great frequency.


20  And it's generally when they are feeding and breeding, not


21  necessarily migrating, but when they are feeding and


22  breeding you see them oblivious to a lot of things.  We


23  know about the big deflections of whales from seismic work


24  here, mid Beaufort, during migration.  Over in Canada they


25  are considerably less.  And so anyway, this is -- this is
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 1  a big problem.  And if there is a lot of shipping


 2  associated with oil and gas activity -- and Arctic


 3  shipping, of course, is beyond the -- well, it should be


 4  included in the cumulative analysis, but there will be --


 5  there will be problems in here.  It's just a matter of the


 6  magnitude of it.


 7            Local knowledge, as much as you possibly can


 8  include that in the EIS, we have innumerable examples of


 9  where local knowledge has been proven correct by


10  scientific studies.  Most recent is the bowhead's ability


11  to smell in their olfaction.  And you pick up any


12  textbooks, it says cetaceans are incapable of it.  The


13  locals have been telling us for years that they can smell,


14  and we have completed a recent study that confirmed that,


15  at least looking at the anatomy and the gene expression,


16  that sort of thing.


17            And then Rosemary mentioned something


18  interesting about displacement of subsistence activity


19  like in the Prudhoe -- let's see here.  This is Kuparuk


20  and Prudhoe area.  And as far as I know, this area that


21  was formerly inhabited by local people and a lot of


22  hunting took place, a lot of homes scattered through here,


23  old sod homes, I think there is virtually no hunting in


24  there, is that correct?  So arguably one of the biggest


25  impacts of the oil industry has been people.
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 1            And that's -- you will have formal comments to


 2  all this from the Borough and our wildlife department, but


 3  just a couple points to consider.  Thank you.


 4                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you very much.


 5  I don't know, Robert.  I think a collective work of a map


 6  during a meeting is more of a learning experience than the


 7  fancy ones consultants use.


 8                  MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: How about both?


 9                  MS. DOREEN LAMPE: Let me play the devil's


10  advocate and say I support drilling and I want to work


11  with you.  And I want to know how the oil companies are


12  going to get to and from their site.  I want to help you


13  out and get that done.  And I want to help you out and


14  figure out a way out to export that oil out of there.


15  Where is that information?  We never get that information.


16  That's one of the biggest impacts that you will be


17  impacted from is the actual development of that lease sale


18  site.


19            And I support you on developing that site and


20  making sure we have the best oil spill response plan in


21  the whole wide world, and I talk to my people and I tell


22  them this is the best, and this is how they are going to


23  export the oil and this is how they are going to access


24  the site.  Where is that information?


25            And I would even appease the mayor and tell him
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 1  there will be no drilling discharge.  And I'm going to


 2  work with you.  I'm going to be your new best friend.


 3  Where is all this information that I need to work with you


 4  to make sure this goes right, this is done right?  There


 5  is going to be an 80-mile pipeline under the Chukchi Sea


 6  from, what, those Burger or Klondike, from there to


 7  Wainwright and then from Wainwright to Pump Station 1?  Is


 8  that the big plan?


 9            And then in the event of an oil spill, who is


10  going to come and help us?  The military?  They are going


11  to pull them out of the Middle East and they will come and


12  help us?  What are we going to do?  I'm your new best


13  friend.  You tell me.


14            No zero discharge in the ocean.  We are going to


15  have a hub in Wainwright.  We are going to have a pipeline


16  undersea.  We are going to connect to Pump Station 4,


17  whatever.  Realistically we will only operate from July to


18  October, realistically, if I'm your oil person.  That's


19  only possible due to life health safety measures we are


20  going to have to take.


21            So could you compromise?  Would you compromise


22  and say, okay, we support it?  Let's give them what they


23  want.  Zero discharge.  No discharge in the Arctic Ocean.


24            Those crystalline silica drilling muds are


25  cancer-causing chemicals that settle to the bottom of the
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 1  ocean.  And I seen a presentation; all the little


 2  creatures, the little critters, whatever, they hibernate


 3  three to four feet down in the muds of the ocean.  They


 4  had drilled a four-foot-by-four-foot-by-four-foot deep


 5  piece of mud from the ocean, and they expected to find


 6  nothing but mud.  But no, they found all these little


 7  critters hibernating in the bottom of that mud in the


 8  Arctic Ocean.


 9            So would you guys even compromise at all?  Would


10  you guys give up your NPDES permit?  Would you guys say


11  they support it?  Let's compromise.  Let's go along with


12  their zero drilling request.  How will you be able to


13  compromise with us?


14                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Is that a question?


15                  MS. DOREEN LAMPE: Yes.


16                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: The permit isn't --


17  doesn't belong to our agency.  It belongs to the


18  permittees.  In the recent case, it was Shell.  And they


19  did for the Beaufort alter their revised plan to go to a


20  true zero discharge scenario, but they didn't receive an


21  air permit, so they canceled their drilling operation.


22            So from their perspective -- I read today in one


23  of the commerce journals here in Alaska Shell says they


24  have 30 -- had 34 permits but did not have an air permit,


25  so --
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 1            But going back to your initial recommendation,


 2  will we work with you?  Yes.  Will we cooperate with you


 3  and, for example, ICAS?  Yes.  ICAS is a federally


 4  recognized tribe, of course, and federally recognized


 5  tribes can be cooperating agencies when we are preparing


 6  an environmental impact statement.  So yes, and yes.


 7            With respect to development, we haven't had a


 8  development plan presented to us yet.  There is no


 9  development in the Outer Continental Shelf.  Liberty, the


10  proposed Liberty project, Northstar through horizontal


11  drilling, gets at a federal deposit, but there is no true


12  development anywhere in Alaska's OCS.


13            I want to go to somebody if anybody else has any


14  comments that has not spoken yet.


15                  MR. DONALD CARROLL: Donald Carroll.  My


16  major concern is oil spills in the ocean.  The Prince


17  William Sound and the Gulf of Mexico oil spills have shown


18  that oil spills are very real and maybe even likely.  If


19  there is an oil spill, it will be very hard to clean the


20  spill up in the Arctic.


21            Part of the reason I'm concerned is because of a


22  science fair project that I did last year.  The project


23  was called "Cleaning Up Oil Spill in Ice-Infested Waters."


24  I tested the effect of temperature and ice on two ways of


25  cleaning up oil.  One of those was burning oil and the
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 1  other technique was using petroleum absorbent material to


 2  soak up the oil.


 3            In the oil burning experiment, we poured a


 4  measured amount of North Slope crude oil into a pan of


 5  saltwater and weighed the pan with the oil and water in


 6  it.  The oil floated on the surface of the water, and we


 7  used a torch to burn the oil.  When the oil stopped


 8  burning, we applied the torch to it again in order to burn


 9  as much as possible.  When it was done burning, we weighed


10  the pan again with the water and remaining oil residue in


11  it and compared the weights.  We did this with room


12  temperature water (18 degrees centigrade), water that was


13  near freezing, (zero degrees centigrade), and cold water


14  that had broken ice stirred into it.


15            The results were surprising.  In the room


16  temperature water, only 35 percent of the oil burned.  For


17  water that was near the freezing point, only 16 percent


18  burned.  For cold water mixed with ice, only 11 percent of


19  the oil burned.  There was always a lot of black gunk in


20  the water that would not burn.


21            I was surprised how little of the oil burned.


22  Even in warm water conditions, less than half of it


23  burned.  And when the water was cold and had ice in it, an


24  even smaller percent burned.


25            Another problem with burning oil is air
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 1  pollution.  In addition, there was just an article in the


 2  newspaper that in the Gulf of Mexico there is lots of ash


 3  and residue on the bottom of the ocean from burning oil


 4  there.


 5            We had a better success rate cleaning up the oil


 6  with the absorbent material.  We were able to collect up


 7  to 79 percent of the oil using absorbent pads, but when


 8  there was ice and water only, 50 percent of the oil was


 9  absorbed.  In addition, it would be very difficult to even


10  get to the oil in a real oil spill if there was ice in the


11  area.


12            From the results of my experiment, I think it


13  would be very difficult to clean up an oil spill in the


14  Arctic.


15            In your environmental impact statement, you


16  should address all current techniques for cleaning up oil


17  spills and how effective they would or would not be in the


18  Arctic; the need for a major research program to improve


19  our ability to clean up oil spills in the Arctic;


20  everything that could be done to reduce the chances of


21  having an oil spill.


22            I have a couple more comments to add.  I mean, I


23  know that drilling oil gives countries lots and lots of


24  money, and the United States would -- it would be good for


25  us to have the money, but if you do spill here, you could
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 1  create major problems.  And I mean, they might shut it


 2  down and make it less money.  The people here, we are


 3  getting more and more out of our tradition, and there is


 4  not -- money is not helping that much, probably.


 5            I guess it just might be a better place to stay


 6  away from, especially offshore drilling, in my opinion.


 7            That's all I have to say.


 8                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Not a bad place to end


 9  this meeting.  Thank you very much.  And I'm glad that you


10  took an interest in this business to do that project.  I


11  think your results were consistent with what the


12  government spent a lot more money than you did to


13  determine.  But my understanding is your percentages are


14  right on the money.  So very good work.  And barring any


15  other questions or comments -- okay.


16            Sorry, sir.  Did you have your hand up earlier?


17  I didn't see it.


18                  MR. PATRICK SUVLA: No.  My name is


19  Patrick Suvla, S-U-V-L-A.  You have been collecting


20  information from us for how long and we don't even know if


21  there is any studies going on in the ocean, like studies


22  on the current.  And from what the news says, it would be


23  a lot easier to clean the oil spill if there is any up


24  here.


25            Now, look, they say it's a lot shallower here,
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 1  and it would make an oil spill easier to clean.  If you


 2  fill up a bathtub and the water starts at the bottom, the


 3  waves are a lot going in one direction.  The more it gets


 4  full, the waves get less.  And I'm sure that's how our


 5  ocean would be if there is an oil spill.  There will be a


 6  lot of waves out there for people trying to clean up an


 7  oil spill.  And I don't know how long that dispersant is


 8  going to last down in the Gulf, but I think they will have


 9  a lot of mud balls to gather up within that time.


10            And last -- they sent guys from the seismic on


11  Monday -- was it Monday?  Friday.  Saturday.  And I asked


12  them a question on what happens after the seismic is done,


13  have they gone back and checked on the plants or whatever


14  our small mammals eat down at the bottom of the ocean.


15  They said they never checked back.  Now, there has got to


16  be some damage done on the bottom with that seismic.


17            And with all the currents we have up here, if


18  there is an oil spill and it's dark and by the time we get


19  daylight, which way are they going to start cleaning up,


20  the east or west?  Because we have got a lot of currents


21  out there.  You got to -- you got to be here when it's


22  breakup.  You will see ice going one way and a little


23  further out going in a different direction.  So if there


24  is an oil spill out there, with all those currents going


25  on, which way are the -- are you going to send your boats?
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 1            And that's all I got.  Thank you.


 2                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you very much.


 3                  MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK: This process


 4  is looking at oil and gas leasing, but there is other


 5  modes of energy development that are being developed in


 6  the oceans.  There is no assessment in this process that's


 7  looking at different parts of the ocean that may be very


 8  beneficial to consider for utilizing for specific types of


 9  cleaner, nondamaging type of impacts without the risks of


10  contaminating our ocean.  And those kinds of assessments


11  are not in any of these areas.


12            There are certain areas in the Arctic that are


13  encouraged to -- us to look at for other types of


14  development processes that is necessary for other areas of


15  usage.  Some of those things are important for our full


16  assessment of the usage of the processes that are here.


17  If we are not looking at everything such as ocean energy


18  management processes that are out there, then it affects


19  what we are looking at and ways that we could be looking


20  at using certain areas in better ways, less impacting.


21            Thanks.


22                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Let me just ask a


23  question on that.  Are you saying that the agency should


24  in part -- as part of this exercise, this effort to comply


25  with NEPA, that we should examine the potential for wind,
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 1  wave, tidal energy along with oil and gas energy, and then


 2  the wind, wave, and tidal energy would provide energy to


 3  the communities who are most at risk if and when oil and


 4  gas activities occurred?


 5                  MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK: Okay.  At this


 6  hour of day and night, there is a lot of ways that you


 7  could look at these processes, and the reality is there is


 8  a lot of things that are out there that could affect


 9  decisionmaking processes.  And we need to look at all the


10  different factors that can help us make the best judgments


11  for this area.


12            The risks for us and the damages to our ocean


13  are a reality of any of these proposals.  And if we are


14  looking at some of these other considerations, it might


15  offset some of the decisions that are -- we are being


16  forced upon.


17                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you.


18                  MR. GEORGE CRAIG: Craig George, for the


19  record again.  I liked your comments about the report -- I


20  forgot the name of it -- on the Deepwater Horizon spill.


21                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Presidential


22  Commission report?


23                  MR. GEORGE CRAIG: Right.  That one that


24  identified complacency as the main culprit resulting in


25  the spill.  Then you alluded to gun safety rules, which I
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 1  thought was actually a good way to approach it.  You have


 2  hard and fast rules that you can't break in order to


 3  prevent another one.


 4            But could you comment just a little further on


 5  how -- how fighting the normal human tendency towards


 6  complacency will be integrated into leasing plans?  If


 7  that's too much, that's fine.


 8                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: I've never thought


 9  about it in the context of leasing plans, but I've


10  certainly thought about it in the context of drilling


11  operations and well control specifically.  And you know,


12  there are some entities -- activities out there.  For


13  example, explosive ordnance disposal, that business,


14  that's a business -- I did it for ten years in the Navy --


15  you never brag about your safety record or your


16  environmental responsibility record, either.  Never.  The


17  first time I heard it bragged about in this context, in


18  this occupation, I literally felt myself shaking.  And I


19  don't really scare easily.  There's something wrong here.


20            Nuclear power, at least some nuclear power


21  programs, the Navy's, for example -- I'm biased towards


22  the Navy.  I know about the Navy.  Not necessarily


23  completely accident free, but no major accidents in the


24  Navy nuclear power program.


25            The point is through vigilance, which is the
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 1  opposite of complacency, you can avoid -- could have


 2  avoided the Deepwater Horizon spill if the cause -- and I


 3  believe it was primarily complacency, numerous acts of


 4  complacency.  And that can be avoided.  So I don't know if


 5  it's possible to say that with unprecedented and


 6  consistent vigilance and all of the technology working the


 7  right way and the right location if you are -- if your


 8  risk is zero even then because Mother Nature -- and we are


 9  dealing with Mother Nature when they are drilling into


10  these deposits.


11            But with respect to Deepwater Horizon, it could


12  have been prevented with vigilance.  And vigilance is


13  always higher right after an accident.  The airline


14  industry has proven that and all of these things.


15                  MR. GEORGE CRAIG: Exactly.


16                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: My hope is that my


17  agency will evolve into what will become two agencies, one


18  in particular who is not going to worry about the


19  lawsuits, the environmental analysis, the public


20  processes, but will be focusing on the industry.


21                  MR. GEORGE CRAIG: Like Doreen mentioned.


22                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: The inspectors that


23  Doreen wants to meet and talk to, yes, those people, those


24  people who are going to step aboard a platform if


25  exploration takes place in 2012.  It won't take place in
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 1  2011 because no one is going to explore.  But in 2012, for


 2  example, I think it's fair to say that our agency -- you


 3  requested it, so you see the face of -- by then they


 4  should be employees of the Bureau of Safety and


 5  Environmental Enforcement so people can have some


 6  confidence because, remember I said right at the very


 7  beginning, restore the public's trust in this agency;


 8  that's the overarching goal of the Administration.  So


 9  yes.  A lot of work to do.


10                  MR. ROY AHMAOGAK: Roy Ahmaogak, for the


11  record.  You know, we always -- no matter how much we


12  scream and holler at the agencies, history always repeats


13  itself with these agencies.  We opposed eastern Beaufort


14  Sea lease sale in the past.  We scream and holler at the


15  top of our lungs, but still agency would do the lease


16  sale.  And you know, history will repeat itself over and


17  over.  No matter how much we scream and holler, your


18  agency will open it all up just -- it's going to happen


19  regardless of how much we scream and holler at you guys.


20            You guys can tell us that there will be sound


21  technology that -- you can't speak for the oil industry.


22  You have no right to tell me that they are going to do a


23  good job.  There is no way in the world that you are going


24  to speak for the oil industry.  You know, history will


25  repeat itself over and over that regardless of how much we
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 1  scream and holler, the lease sale will proceed,


 2  regardless.


 3            We have got guys here that have been up here for


 4  30 years, and they are still learning new stuff.  You guys


 5  have been here three or four times.  At least spend some


 6  time with the community and learn.  We opposed offshore


 7  drilling from the beginning and we will always oppose it


 8  to the end.


 9            Thank you.


10                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you.  Okay.  You


11  get the last word.


12                  MS. LOIS EPSTEIN: Lois Epstein.  But also


13  thanking the community of Barrow for hosting this meeting


14  and for all the people who came and said such useful --


15  made such useful comments to the federal government.


16            But I just wanted to add on the -- the cause of


17  the Deepwater Horizon is something I paid a lot of


18  attention to.  I just finished a book by a Houston


19  Chronicle reporter, and it's easy to say it's complacency,


20  but there really is a lot of issues associated with the


21  companies involved.


22            BP had Texas City where many people were killed


23  in a refinery in 2005.  They had the onshore pipeline


24  problems in 2006 in Alaska.  And each time BP said we are


25  going to reform our culture, we are going to reform our
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 1  culture, and there still was obviously problems in the


 2  Deepwater Horizon.  Halliburton did not do the tests that


 3  they should have done.  They misinterpreted the negative


 4  pressure test.


 5            You know, no matter how good the enforcement is


 6  on the part of BOEMRE -- and I can think of many cases it


 7  can get better -- there is going to be some quick


 8  decisions that are made by industry that it's going to be


 9  very hard for the regulators to be engaged in.


10            So my only point here is that we can do better,


11  but there is always going to be some risks, and those are


12  the policy calls that have to be made.  So the concerns


13  that have been raised today about, you know, the small but


14  very real possibility of a major problem have to be


15  considered by the decisionmakers.


16            Thank you.


17                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you.  All right.


18  You get the last word.


19                  MR. WASKA WILLIAMS: Waska Williams, for


20  the record.  I'll speak as a subsistence hunter.  You


21  know, there has been the Borough representatives around


22  here, but I don't know if they mentioned -- I don't know


23  if anybody else mentioned -- I was here a little bit late.


24            But IEWC is upon us here shortly.  And the


25  decision that IEWC places upon the United States is
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 1  real.


 2                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: You talking about the


 3  International Whaling Commission?


 4                  MR. WASKA WILLIAMS: Yes.  You know, the


 5  quota system for our subsistence is up for grabs.  Now,


 6  you know, the planning areas are coming upon us, too, over


 7  here.  Is BOEMRE going to place any sanctions for, I


 8  should say, maybe through the oil companies monies up


 9  front already in an event of a major spill?


10            I'll give you an example.  IEWC doesn't give us


11  a quota.  Now our subsistence way of life is in jeopardy.


12  Alongside your upcoming lease sale, in the event that a


13  major spill happens, our way of life is in jeopardy


14  already right there.


15            Whaling.  Now, that's not the only subsistence


16  needs or resources that we gather.  There is walruses,


17  there is the seals, there is the beluga whales and the


18  fish.


19            Now, are you going to have the companies place


20  the amount of money to keep us going just in case there is


21  no more whaling for us?  Or the subsistence impacts that


22  once there is a spill, that there are monies for us to


23  gather food from your area, the beef, pork, chicken, what


24  have you?  Are you going to place that to the burden to


25  the companies up front already?
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 1            2012 come right up here shortly, and IEWC


 2  meetings are coming right up.  They are very real.  And


 3  it's very scary when I hear of these things as a


 4  subsistence hunter.  These kind of things that we ingest


 5  for ourselves bring so much joy, so much.  I tell you this


 6  much.  I think because of my Native foods, I show up to


 7  work every day.  I have not missed a day.  That's what I


 8  think of these things, versus the hamburgers, the chicken,


 9  what have you that causes sickness amongst the Native


10  people.


11            And right now there is so much cancer going on.


12  Where is it coming from?  Have these studies been studied?


13  What is causing cancer so much amongst our old people up


14  here?  So much.  It's happening too much.  And I have not


15  heard yet of that study why so much cancer going on.


16            You know, pros and cons again.  But the truth


17  is, are you going to promise us and make the companies put


18  up front monies to protect us up here?  Thank you.


19                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you.  I would


20  like to thank everybody for coming, spending your holiday


21  with us to provide very substantive and helpful comments


22  to assist us in preparing this environmental impact


23  statement.  Just to let you know, we will try to make it


24  tomorrow to Nuiqsut, then continue on to Kaktovik,


25  complete the Alaska scoping meetings at the end of the
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 1  week in Anchorage.  We are going to try to hold government


 2  to government consultation meetings with the Native


 3  Village of Point Hope and the Native Village of Point --


 4  or the ICAS before the deadline for preparing a scoping


 5  report, if we can.  We may have to hold teleconference


 6  calls with those organizations.


 7            So please join me in crossing your fingers for


 8  good weather to the east of us for tomorrow so that we can


 9  get into those communities.


10            Thank you again, and have a very nice evening.


11             (Proceedings adjourned at 9:37 p.m.)
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 1                    REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE
   
 2            I, MARY A. VAVRIK, RMR, Notary Public in and for
   
 3  the State of Alaska do hereby certify:
   
 4            That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
   
 5  me at the time and place herein set forth; that the
   
 6  proceedings were reported stenographically by me and later
   
 7  transcribed under my direction by computer transcription;
   
 8  that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedings
   
 9  taken at that time; and that I am not a party to nor have
   
10  I any interest in the outcome of the action herein
   
11  contained.
   
12            IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed
   
13  my hand and affixed my seal this _____ day of
   
14  ______________ 2011.
   
15 
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                              MARY A. VAVRIK,
17                            Registered Merit Reporter
                              Notary Public for Alaska
18 
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 1                     P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
  


 2                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Good evening.  Thank
  


 3   you very much for coming.  My name is Jeffery Loman.  I'm
  


 4   the Deputy Regional Director of the Bureau of Ocean Energy
  


 5   Management, Regulation and Enforcement in Anchorage.  And
  


 6   I'm going to start by introducing some of our team members
  


 7   that are here tonight, starting with flying Tim.
  


 8                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  My name's Tim Holder.  I
  


 9   am with BOEMRE based in Washington, D.C., and my title is
  


10   Arctic liaison, and I keep track of environmental issues.
  


11                   MR. MIKE ROUTHIER:  My name is Mike
  


12   Routhier.  I work on environmental analysis in the
  


13   Anchorage office.
  


14                   MR. STEVE TEXTORIS:  I'm Steve Textoris.
  


15   I'm in the same bureau, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management,
  


16   Regulation and Enforcement in Washington, D.C., and I'm
  


17   the D.C. Acting Leasing Specialist, chief.
  


18                   MR. BOB SEBASTIAN:  Hi.  I'm Bob
  


19   Sebastian.  I'm visiting from the Gulf Region office in
  


20   New Orleans, and I'm currently working in Anchorage for a
  


21   couple of weeks as Acting Regional Supervisor for leasing
  


22   and environment.  Thank you.
  


23                   MR. MIKE HALLER:  Good evening.  I'm Mike
  


24   Haller.  I'm the community liaison for the Alaska Region.
  


25                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good evening.  My name's
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 1   Jim Kendall.  Up until January 1st I was the chief of the
  


 2   environmental division for BOEMRE in headquarters, but
  


 3   since then I'm the Acting Regional Director for the Alaska
  


 4   OCS Region.
  


 5                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  And our court reporter
  


 6   tonight is Mary Vavrik.  I wanted to introduce ourselves
  


 7   so that during the break, if we go a long time tonight or
  


 8   at the end of the meeting, you will be able to know who to
  


 9   ask questions to.  Some people like to ask questions
  


10   one-on-one after the meeting.
  


11             And that's what we are all here for.  We are
  


12   here to learn and answer your questions, especially about
  


13   the agency's effort to fulfill its requirements under the
  


14   Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, which requires us to
  


15   develop a five-year program for offshore oil and gas
  


16   leasing.  And this program is for the years 2012 through
  


17   2017.  And quite simply, because this is considered a
  


18   major federal action pursuant to the National
  


19   Environmental Policy Act, we are going to prepare an
  


20   environmental impact statement, a programmatic
  


21   environmental impact statement for that five-year program.
  


22             It's a national program, but we are probably
  


23   going to focus primarily on what you're concerned about,
  


24   and that's the Arctic.
  


25             In the Alaska OCS, the decision was made to put
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 1   on the planning table for potential offshore oil and gas
  


 2   lease sales three areas:  The Cook Inlet, which has been a
  


 3   special interest only area in the last five-year plan.  We
  


 4   expect that that will remain the same unless we hear
  


 5   something that would be very surprising to us because
  


 6   there hasn't been any interest expressed by industry or
  


 7   anyone else, for that matter, for oil and gas leasing in
  


 8   the Cook Inlet, other than the State of Alaska, and just a
  


 9   general desire to keep it on the table.  And so we go out
  


10   annually and we attempt to find out whether or not there
  


11   is any interest in holding offshore oil and gas leases in
  


12   the Cook Inlet.  So that's that.
  


13             And more importantly tonight, seeing as we are
  


14   in Barrow, are the two areas in the Arctic that are on the
  


15   planning table:  A planning area in the Beaufort Sea and a
  


16   planning area in the Chukchi Sea.  As I think just about
  


17   everybody knows, there has been oil and gas leasing more
  


18   extensively in the Beaufort Sea.  There are current active
  


19   leases in the Beaufort, not as many as there were at the
  


20   beginning of this last five-year planning period.  There
  


21   have been quite a large number of relinquishments in the
  


22   Beaufort Sea.  Companies have relinquished their leases.
  


23             And there are 460 leases in the Chukchi Sea, all
  


24   gained from one oil and gas lease sale that took place in
  


25   February of 2008, Chukchi's lease sale 193.  There have
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 1   been 30 exploration wells drilled in the Beaufort Sea.
  


 2   There have been five exploration wells drilled in the
  


 3   Chukchi Sea.  There have been no exploration wells drilled
  


 4   at all in the Alaska OCS in the last eight years, going on
  


 5   nine years.  With Shell's announcement that they will not
  


 6   move ahead with exploration in this next open water
  


 7   season, we will have gone at that point in time nine years
  


 8   with zero exploration Alaska's OCS, unprecedented time
  


 9   period of no exploration in the OCS in Alaska since the
  


10   very beginning of exploration drilling in Alaska.
  


11             I'm just going to say one just brief thing about
  


12   the planning areas in the Arctic.  They are a clean slate.
  


13   Unlike the past where the past Administrations have
  


14   proposed to hold specific numbers of oil and gas lease
  


15   sales in the Chukchi, for example, in the Beaufort, for
  


16   example, we have no preconceived amount, if any, oil and
  


17   gas lease sales in either of those planning areas.  So
  


18   it's a blank slate.  It basically starts really with the
  


19   no action decision not to hold any oil and gas lease
  


20   sales, which is required to be analyzed under the
  


21   provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act, NEPA.
  


22             So what we are really here tonight for is to get
  


23   your comments about the potential for oil and gas leasing
  


24   in the years 2012 through 2017 in the Chukchi and the
  


25   Beaufort Sea.  This is going to be our third public
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 1   hearing.  We plan on continuing on and holding a public
  


 2   hearing in Nuiqsut and Kaktovik and Anchorage.  We were
  


 3   weathered out of Point Lay and Point Hope last week,
  


 4   unfortunately.
  


 5             Some of the things that we have heard in
  


 6   Kotzebue and Wainwright, for example, is people are very
  


 7   concerned about the lack of infrastructure, specifically
  


 8   infrastructure to support oil spill response, lack of
  


 9   Coast Guard presence, and specifically a port and a Coast
  


10   Guard base within close proximity or in the Arctic.
  


11   People are very concerned about that.  People are very
  


12   concerned about a major oil spill in the Arctic and the
  


13   ability of industry to effectively clean it up.  Fresh in
  


14   everyone's mind is the Deepwater -- understandably, the
  


15   Deepwater Horizon spill in the Gulf of Mexico.
  


16             And so we have heard extensive amounts of
  


17   concern with respect to industry's ability to respond
  


18   effectively to a major oil spill in the kinds of
  


19   conditions that I know you are all aware of that exist in
  


20   the Arctic.  In general, people think that it's very
  


21   important for the Coast Guard to establish presence for
  


22   infrastructure to be in place before those kinds of risks,
  


23   the activities that would risk a major oil spill would
  


24   occur.  People have told us that in all of the
  


25   communities.
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 1             At the same time, people have said that they
  


 2   support responsible offshore oil and gas activities,
  


 3   development, the extraction of those resources, but only
  


 4   if it can be done safely and environmentally responsibly.
  


 5             Those are the primary things we have heard.  And
  


 6   if there aren't any questions about the National
  


 7   Environmental Policy Act, what it means, the Outer
  


 8   Continental Shelf Lands Act, I think most of the folks
  


 9   here understand what those provisions call for.  That's
  


10   why we are here.  But if you have any questions, please
  


11   feel free to ask.  We would be happy to answer those
  


12   questions.  Any other questions about the five-year
  


13   planning process, we will be happy to take those
  


14   questions.  Please feel free to ask them now.  But
  


15   otherwise we will go ahead and take people's comments if
  


16   people would like to comment on the five-year proposal.
  


17             Yes, Robert.
  


18                   MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  My name is Robert
  


19   Suydam.  Just a clarification.  Do you have a map showing
  


20   where the active leases are in the two -- in the two
  


21   Arctic planning areas?
  


22                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Do we have it with us?
  


23                   MR. MIKE HALLER:  Let me -- I'm not sure
  


24   that I have it with me.
  


25                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  We have been using
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 1   them as handouts.
  


 2                   MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  It seems like that
  


 3   would be helpful for kind of considering what leases may
  


 4   need to go forward here in the next five-year plan.
  


 5                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Well, you mean which
  


 6   leases will still be active?
  


 7                   MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  How many active leases
  


 8   there are now and whether there is need for additional
  


 9   leasing or whatnot.
  


10                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Right.  If you could,
  


11   share that and pass it around so people can get an idea.
  


12   Those maps are available on-line in addition to the
  


13   handout if you want to look at them later.  I would just
  


14   say, because I was going to mention this, the Chukchi Sea
  


15   sale 193 proposal had several alternatives.  The existing
  


16   planning area, the one that they held the lease sale in,
  


17   has a 25-mile exclusion zone between the coast and the
  


18   planning area.
  


19             There was another alternative that was
  


20   considered but not adopted, and that called for a wider
  


21   exclusion zone, 50 miles.  And that was recommended by the
  


22   resource agencies, Fish & Wildlife Service and the
  


23   National Marine Fisheries Service.  Secretary of the
  


24   Interior at the time did not adopt that proposal, but
  


25   after the lease sale was said and done, what we saw were
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 1   leases -- except for three.  They happen to be Conoco
  


 2   Phillip leases -- but there were three leases that
  


 3   protruded into that larger exclusion zone.
  


 4             So what does that mean?  It means we came very
  


 5   close to ending up with the alternative that was
  


 6   recommended by Fish & Wildlife Service and NMFS.  We did
  


 7   get a recommendation to -- from one of the folks in one of
  


 8   the scoping meetings on this round to adopt that wider
  


 9   exclusion zone for any future oil and gas leasing and --
  


10   in the Chukchi Sea.
  


11             So what is proposed does not always end up being
  


12   reality.  There were many more oil and gas lease sales
  


13   proposed in this last five-year plan that did not occur.
  


14   If you remember, probably for those of you that have
  


15   attended some of these meetings a couple years ago on the
  


16   Arctic multi-sale, sale 209, sale 211, sale 214 -- not
  


17   14 -- 211, 217, 221, two in the Beaufort, two in the
  


18   Chukchi, those sales were canceled.  So -- and then in the
  


19   North Aleutian Basin, sale 214, that was completely
  


20   canceled and this Administration has decided not to
  


21   include the North Aleutian Basin, or Bristol Bay, for any
  


22   offshore oil and gas leasing activities whatsoever.
  


23             So the agency did a five-year plan, had many
  


24   more oil and gas lease sales adopted, but did not in the
  


25   end end up holding all of those oil and gas lease sales.
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 1             Any other questions about NEPA, OCSLA, National
  


 2   Environmental Policy Act, Outer Continental Shelf Lands
  


 3   Act, or about our five-year planning process?
  


 4             I'm sorry.  She will need your name.  If you
  


 5   have anything in writing, like if your comments are in
  


 6   writing, then you can leave them.  Mary wants them.
  


 7                   MR. ROY AHMAOGAK:  Thank you.  My name is
  


 8   Roy Ahmaogak.  My last name is A-H-M-A-O-G-A-K.  I'm a
  


 9   resident of Barrow.  I'm also a citizen of the United
  


10   States and, of course, Alaska.
  


11             On your five-year plan that you are going to be
  


12   having, with the stuff that occurred in the Gulf of Alaska
  


13   [sic], you know, wasn't there stringent measures that they
  


14   had to follow, like blowout preventers?  I'm pretty sure
  


15   that they did their homework on the blowout preventers.
  


16   You know, up here in the Arctic Ocean, it's shallow and
  


17   what happened down there was deep.  The shallower the
  


18   water, the more the oil is going to spread even if there
  


19   was an oil spill.  I mean, wasn't the industry supposed to
  


20   take stringent measures and, you know, do their homework?
  


21   I'm pretty sure that, you know, blowout preventers work,
  


22   but we don't hear about them working.
  


23             Where does -- where does your agency stand on
  


24   the industry's technology?  I just -- I'm just curious,
  


25   you know, because it's so shallow up here, having a major
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 1   blowout is just going to cover the whole ocean.  There is
  


 2   no doubt about that.  You had Deepwater Horizon down
  


 3   there.  It was massively deep, you know.  That's -- I
  


 4   wanted to ask that question, what -- what is your agency
  


 5   going to do or has done on the technology that oil
  


 6   industry has saying that it's -- they cannot have an oil
  


 7   spill?  And look what happened.  Thank you.
  


 8                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  We have done some
  


 9   things right off the bat, including change our name.  And
  


10   I don't mean that just to be funny.  The Administration
  


11   wants to create an agency that can restore the public's
  


12   trust.  That's the overarching goal.  But at the end of
  


13   this year, the proposal is to create two separate
  


14   agencies:  The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management and the
  


15   Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement.  The
  


16   Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement will focus
  


17   exclusively on regulating the industry on well control.
  


18             And when you think about it, I think we all
  


19   would agree that an oil spill in general is unacceptable
  


20   in the Arctic.  It's unacceptable anywhere, but it's
  


21   really unacceptable in the Arctic.  A major oil spill like
  


22   the Deepwater Horizon is unfathomable in the Arctic.  And
  


23   so the way that you are not going to have one -- it's
  


24   like -- it's like guns.  You will never shoot yourself if
  


25   you never point your gun at yourself.  Well, if we focus
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 1   on well control and we do everything to force industry to
  


 2   improve, enhance their well control capability, that's the
  


 3   prevention of an oil spill that we are -- that we are
  


 4   seeking.  And so that's our goal.
  


 5             And this new agency with its exclusiveness, its
  


 6   very narrow responsibility, the hope is that it will be
  


 7   much more capable of doing it.  The equipment, all studies
  


 8   and evaluations, including the Presidential Commission's
  


 9   report are coming out.  There was nothing wrong with the
  


10   equipment.  It was complacency.  The primary cause of the
  


11   spill was complacency.
  


12                   MR. TODD SFORMO:  Todd Sformo.  My
  


13   question, sort of going along with Mr. Ahmaogak's
  


14   question, was in this upcoming -- in this updated 2012
  


15   plan, will you still be using the same definition of a
  


16   large -- however you define a large oil spill, will you
  


17   still be using that previous definition of what it takes
  


18   to be a large oil spill, or will you be using something
  


19   that's more maybe realistic, like the Gulf of Mexico
  


20   spill?
  


21                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  We expect it to be
  


22   larger, but not just because there was a large spill in
  


23   the Gulf of Mexico.  It would be larger because we know
  


24   more about these planning areas:  The geology, some
  


25   historical information from drilling that took place, for
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 1   example, in the Klondike well, other things are taken into
  


 2   account.  And we expect worst-case discharge scenarios to
  


 3   be, in some areas that we expect exploration, to be pretty
  


 4   large.
  


 5                   MR. TODD SFORMO:  Can you give a specific?
  


 6                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  No, because I'll get
  


 7   it wrong.  But larger than, I think, we have seen before.
  


 8   That's what the resource geologists tell me.  I saw a
  


 9   hand.
  


10                   MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Robert Suydam again.
  


11   Just a follow-up to Todd's question.  In previous NEPA
  


12   documents, MMS didn't evaluate -- didn't include the
  


13   evaluation of a large oil spill in their assessments
  


14   because they stated the chances -- the probabilities of an
  


15   a large oil spill happening were so slim.  Is that the
  


16   approach that BOEMRE is going to take now or are they
  


17   using a different approach?
  


18                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I think it's safe to
  


19   say in one of the environmental reviews between the
  


20   five-year plan and the actual exploration, there will be
  


21   an analysis of a large oil spill that will include a
  


22   number that will be very credible, at least one full-blown
  


23   analysis, which will include projections on potential
  


24   damage, the ability to respond, clean up, and the amount
  


25   that would be cleaned up, and those kind of things that go
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 1   along with that kind of analysis, yes.
  


 2                   MR. BEN GREENE:  Ben Greene, for the
  


 3   record.  I want to nitpick on one of the words that you
  


 4   just used in your answer there, and that word is
  


 5   "analysis."  So looking at the March 2010 GAO report, a
  


 6   report that you're certainly familiar with, looking at
  


 7   then MMS' implementation of NEPA, at the time MMS stated
  


 8   that it would respond to this and actually have turned
  


 9   into the federal government a full report or a guidebook
  


10   of its NEPA implementation completed by, I think, December
  


11   31, 2010.
  


12             We haven't seen anything coming out there, and I
  


13   was just looking for an update for whether that document
  


14   is forthcoming or not.
  


15             And as long as I have the microphone, I'll trail
  


16   on Robert's question a little bit and --
  


17                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Hang on.  Let's get
  


18   somebody from Washington, D.C. to answer that question.
  


19   Who volunteers from Washington, D.C.?  No one.
  


20                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  It's moving forward.  A
  


21   lot of the document has been completed.  There are many
  


22   chapters that are being written right now, but it is quite
  


23   an undertaking, and we are pushing forward as fast as we
  


24   can.  We want to make sure that what is released to the
  


25   public is sound and correct.
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 1                   MR. BEN GREENE:  Does it make sense to
  


 2   move forward with the discussion of tonight's
  


 3   conversation, the programmatic EIS, without that document
  


 4   being finished?
  


 5                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That is decided way
  


 6   above us, but this current five-year plan ends in 2012,
  


 7   and the Secretary cannot consider any leasing unless there
  


 8   is another five-year plan in place.  So we still have time
  


 9   to get the NEPA guidebook completed.  We are moving toward
  


10   that the same way we are instructed to continue with the
  


11   development of the next five-year plan.
  


12                   MR. BEN GREENE:  Thank you.
  


13                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Did you have another
  


14   part?
  


15                   MR. BEN GREENE:  Well, I was going to ask
  


16   whether in the programmatic EIS that had just begun,
  


17   whether the CEQ also had an investigation of the Deepwater
  


18   Horizon specifically looking at MMS' implementation of
  


19   NEPA as applied to the Macondo well.  And that
  


20   investigative report had some pretty strongly-worded
  


21   recommendations in terms of what the federal agency needs
  


22   to consider in its NEPA documentation.
  


23             And one of the things that the North Slope
  


24   Borough is very concerned about are significant
  


25   thresholds.  That is, what are the thresholds that
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 1   determine whether a particular federal agency will pursue
  


 2   an EIS versus an EA.  Now, I understand we are talking
  


 3   about a programmatic EIS here.  So the question of EA is a
  


 4   little bit in the background, although certainly tiering
  


 5   from this EIS will become a large part of the next steps
  


 6   to work toward lease sales.  So I wanted to ask whether
  


 7   BOEMRE will be considering that CEQ investigation and the
  


 8   report in this current EIS.
  


 9                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Yeah.  The -- yes, the
  


10   answer is yes.  The answer to CEQ guidance, our NEPA folks
  


11   met with CEQ.  I don't know if CEQ initiated that
  


12   effort --
  


13                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.
  


14                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Of course.  And CEQ is
  


15   taking an interest in all of our NEPA work.  I can tell
  


16   you that we had a conference call with them at their
  


17   request to go over in detail like I've never seen it.
  


18   I've worked for three federal agencies.  I did NEPA work
  


19   for all three.  I've never seen that kind of scrutiny from
  


20   CEQ in any other context.  And I worked on controversial
  


21   and complex projects, did EAs and EISes for hazardous
  


22   waste facilities and hog farms and relicensing hydropower
  


23   projects and all kinds of different things that -- where
  


24   there was litigation and et cetera, but have never seen
  


25   this kind of scrutiny.  I won't say scrutiny.  Oversight.
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 1             CEQ is paying very close attention to our NEPA
  


 2   compliance.  And with respect to guidance, what I think
  


 3   you will end up seeing in the NEPA implementation
  


 4   procedures, except for a few idiosyncrasies that are
  


 5   unique to our agency, the guidance has already been
  


 6   written.  As you know, almost every federal agency has
  


 7   NEPA implementation procedures, handbooks.  And there is a
  


 8   wealth of guidance.
  


 9             And with respect to the five-year plan, I know
  


10   we are going to do this better than any other five-year
  


11   plan because the North Slope Borough is going to be a
  


12   cooperating agency.
  


13                   MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Good evening.  My name
  


14   is Doreen Lampe.  I'd like to ask this question that I
  


15   asked your staff this afternoon.  And this has been
  


16   getting worse and worse every year.  Every time the oil
  


17   companies come up here and they create a new pipeline,
  


18   they create a new pad for development, they create areas
  


19   where the Native hunters are prohibited from carrying
  


20   firearms, and we are continuously losing more and more
  


21   ground to oil and gas development and infrastructure.
  


22             And AEWC has been the sole entity to try and
  


23   come up with a mechanism where we can tell the oil
  


24   companies time out.  We need a time-out to catch our
  


25   subsistence resources, our natural resources that we have
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 1   depended on for all our existence.  MMS did not do their
  


 2   job.  I was appalled at the news stories about MMS, the
  


 3   bribes that they got from the oil companies.
  


 4             ICAS had to sue MMS because there was just too
  


 5   much goody, goody two-shoe connections between MMS and the
  


 6   oil companies.  We had to sue to get our voices heard.
  


 7   AEWC has been working hard to create a mechanism to tell
  


 8   these oil companies that you allow to drill for oil and
  


 9   gas on these lease sales that you permit and allow to
  


10   happen.  You allow it to happen.  That is a big impact
  


11   already.  Is it in the EIS?  No, I don't think so.  Is it
  


12   in any draft EIS?  No.
  


13             You just thank AEWC for doing your job.  That is
  


14   a big impact on all our coastal villages.  And I'm
  


15   appalled that you guys are already coming back up here so
  


16   soon.  The sole survivor of the Gulf of Mexico Deepwater
  


17   Horizon said he tried to warn the oil companies.  He tried
  


18   to warn them, the government.  Who was there to listen at
  


19   the government?  They are getting big fancy bribes from
  


20   them.  They turn the other cheek.  Who is there to listen
  


21   to the little guy?  Who?
  


22             Where is those field inspectors that you
  


23   promised all these people?  You are going to have a great
  


24   new system.  We don't even -- haven't even met your field
  


25   inspectors yet, and you are already coming back up here
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 1   with some kind of a grandiose plan, that zero tolerance
  


 2   crap.  That does not work.
  


 3             You try and tell these oil companies to come up
  


 4   here December, January, February.  Tell them to come up
  


 5   here.  Stay out there in their lease sale for one week.
  


 6   See how they are going to survive in that weather out with
  


 7   that ice coming in, jamming our coast up, south wind
  


 8   bringing all that jam in there, ivu.
  


 9             I want to know when you guys are going to take
  


10   the ball and run and carry that CAA agreement on your
  


11   shoulders.  Why do you put the burden on the Inupiat
  


12   people?  That is your burden.  That is the impact you
  


13   created.  That impact is hurting our communities.  And are
  


14   they in the impact statements, your proposed ones?  No,
  


15   nothing.
  


16             And that lone survivor of that Deepwater
  


17   Horizon, who did he have to go to for you guys to finally
  


18   listen?  Of all the problems that he figured out what was
  


19   going wrong and he barely jumped out and lived to tell the
  


20   tale.  What a miracle.  God blessed miracle, that man.
  


21   Not for the oil companies.  That man, I don't know if you
  


22   oil company people have banned him from even ever working
  


23   again, but you guys need to take the ball.  You guys need
  


24   to implement the CAA.  You guys are the one permitting
  


25   this and allowing it, and we are feeling the impacts.  And
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 1   some of these oil companies don't even want to sign on
  


 2   anymore.
  


 3             And I want to know who are your field
  


 4   inspectors.  Who are your enforcers?  I want to meet them
  


 5   before you continue any of these meetings.  And this one
  


 6   bad weather canceled how many of your village trips?
  


 7   Every single one on the west side of Barrow.  One little
  


 8   storm.  And you guys want to go up here and sell more
  


 9   lease sales.
  


10             The National Coast Guard Commander Thad Allen,
  


11   he came up here before that incident happened.  He met
  


12   with our tribes.  He had a government to government
  


13   consultation with our tribes.  He was looking for a safe
  


14   harbor in case of storms.  He was checking out the North
  


15   Slope Borough inventory of the search and rescue aircrafts
  


16   and hangar and helicopters.  And they were impressed with
  


17   what little they saw.  Very little.
  


18             And the incidents that should happen up here,
  


19   nobody from Texas, Louisiana, they are not going to be
  


20   able to bring up their ships and put out no blowout well.
  


21   It's going to be only the U.S. Coast Guard.  How many
  


22   commercial vessels you guys have proposed in the beginning
  


23   was only one.  And after how many numerous cries in
  


24   meetings you guys are barely struggling to get two up
  


25   here.  That's not how Shell Oil should be doing business
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 1   in the first place, and you guys had permitted it and
  


 2   allowed it.
  


 3             I want to know when you guys are going to take
  


 4   the ball and carry on the efforts for CAAs before you do
  


 5   any more lease sales.  That should not be the job of AEWC.
  


 6   No.  That's your job, MMS, BOEMRE, whatever.  We are
  


 7   impacted.  We are not on the impact statements.
  


 8                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Did you want me to
  


 9   answer those questions?  Which one?
  


10                   MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  CAA.
  


11                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  CAA is an interesting
  


12   dilemma.  2007, the agency did an environmental assessment
  


13   for exploratory drilling proposed by Shell.  We were
  


14   challenged in the Ninth Circuit Court, and the court ruled
  


15   against the agency, found that it had not complied with --
  


16   fully with the provisions of the National Environmental
  


17   Policy Act, and said this:  They said that the agency
  


18   couldn't rely on the provisions in the CAA, Conflict
  


19   Avoidance Agreement.  It's an agreement to avoid conflicts
  


20   between oil and gas activities and subsistence activities.
  


21   And the court said that the agencies, neither then MMS or
  


22   the National Marine Fisheries Service, could rely on it
  


23   because it wasn't a party to the agreement, and there was
  


24   nothing that it could do if the agreement wasn't reached
  


25   or breached.


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







23


  
 1             Then the court withdrew that decision.  And
  


 2   Shell withdrew their exploration plan, and the court never
  


 3   issued a new decision.  But they issued that decision.
  


 4             So what does that mean?  It kind of means, well,
  


 5   in my opinion -- and it's just my opinion.  It weakened
  


 6   the ability of the CAA to be effective.  But the CAA, the
  


 7   Court still found that it was an agreement between the
  


 8   industry that signs it, particular companies, and the
  


 9   AEWC.  And so the Court didn't go into whether or not that
  


10   was binding with respect to giving the AEWC the ability to
  


11   hold the companies legally responsible for any breach of
  


12   that agreement.  Didn't go into that.  Just said, then,
  


13   MMS, our agency, and the National Marine Fisheries Service
  


14   couldn't rely on it for mitigation.
  


15             It is the law under the Marine Mammal Protection
  


16   Act that the agencies, my agency, NMFS, that enforces the
  


17   Marine Mammal Protection Act or any agency can't approve
  


18   anything or allow anything to occur that would prohibit
  


19   the stock -- in the case of whales, for example, the stock
  


20   from being available for subsistence.  That's a provision
  


21   in the Marine Mammal Protection Act to specifically
  


22   protect subsistence activities.  And we intend to comply
  


23   with that provision and every other provision of the
  


24   Marine Mammal Protection Act.
  


25             And we intend to make sure that industry doesn't
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 1   unreasonably interfere with subsistence activity of any
  


 2   kind.  And we think it's significant, and significant with
  


 3   respect for the purposes of NEPA that if any community
  


 4   is -- their whaling activities are disrupted for even one
  


 5   season, that's significant.
  


 6             So Ben asked a question earlier -- maybe it was
  


 7   Robert -- somebody, or both.  Everybody is pointing -- you
  


 8   are raising your hand, somebody is pointing at you.  Okay.
  


 9   Where is the -- what does the agency consider significant,
  


10   significant harm to the human environment.  One disruption
  


11   of whaling for one season by anyone, even only one
  


12   community, that's significant.  That's the bar.  We won't
  


13   approve anything that will disrupt whaling to any one
  


14   community for any one whaling season.
  


15                   MS. EMMA POKON:  Can you clarify what you
  


16   mean by disrupt?  Is that one day or the entire season of
  


17   the hunt?  What?  I'm Emma Pokon.  I'm with the Borough.
  


18   I just was wondering if you could expand on what you meant
  


19   by disrupt.
  


20                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Disrupt as in taking
  


21   away the ability to whale during that season one day.  We
  


22   hope that it doesn't happen for one day.  We certainly
  


23   wouldn't knowingly allow industry to disrupt for one day
  


24   but, you know, come back and say they disrupted whaling
  


25   for one day, they crossed the bar, I think that's -- you
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 1   are getting -- you are getting close to where the
  


 2   reasonable line lies there.
  


 3             1985, Shell admits they disrupted whaling.  We
  


 4   wouldn't allow that to occur again, those activities.  And
  


 5   the whaling captains and the people that were here, the
  


 6   whaling crews, they all know what happened then, and those
  


 7   kinds of activities by oil and gas would not be authorized
  


 8   by our agency again.
  


 9                   MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  Our
  


10   communities have worked on these processes for a long
  


11   time.  There is a lot of concern that has been expressed
  


12   through generations.  There also been generations of
  


13   impacts that have occurred and multiplied throughout this
  


14   process.  We have expressed concerns about health that
  


15   have affected us.  Air quality changes and continued
  


16   emissions related to the burned gas.  We have expressed
  


17   concerns about changes to the water affecting fish
  


18   migration passages.  We have complained about concerns to
  


19   changes to the land affecting migratory patterns of
  


20   animals that we depend on; yet many of our concerns have
  


21   not been taken to the heart of the understanding about
  


22   these issues.
  


23             Your discussion in response only heightens my
  


24   concern that it's not appropriate with your understanding
  


25   as to what our impacts are.  When we have one day of
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 1   weather appropriate for whaling and it's preventing a
  


 2   successful harvest, that is very devastating to some of
  


 3   our village communities that rely on these resources for
  


 4   the nourishment of our families for the winter season to
  


 5   come.  When you have multiple species impacted and
  


 6   affecting multiple families in these processes, that's
  


 7   also very devastating to our communities when we are
  


 8   trying to give our families a variety of nutritions from
  


 9   the varieties of food that are necessary for our bodies to
  


10   consume in the ways that we consume them with the health
  


11   needs that we have.
  


12             We have had changes that have affected the
  


13   health of some of our foods already.  Early discussions
  


14   related to historic developments and contaminants
  


15   affecting fish and the way that this information was
  


16   presented to our communities was also very bad in the
  


17   process.  Taking a whole year to get it to the right
  


18   community that was closest to the impact was not
  


19   appropriate, as well as the design of the study not
  


20   looking at the way that our families consume these fish
  


21   and the way that it affects our sharing of these
  


22   resources, having the good new first tastes from the
  


23   grandparents to the grandchildren, developing the sharing
  


24   of these resources to learn the varieties of the body
  


25   parts that we consume in our processes.  All of these


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







27


  
 1   things are very important.
  


 2             Teaching our families these stories of how to
  


 3   prepare these things, but yet the value within the process
  


 4   that is put before us does not take all of these factors
  


 5   into consideration in this process.  And many of these
  


 6   things lead to other reactions and social reactions and
  


 7   negativity and other downtrodden efforts that cause a lot
  


 8   of conflict.
  


 9             But when we were working constantly and trying
  


10   to communicate all these efforts and they are never
  


11   enforced upon -- many of the documents that you have put
  


12   forward have changed all of our layers of understanding
  


13   what's supposed to be done in one area versus another area
  


14   with who is supposed to be receiving these concerns in the
  


15   right level in order to create a reaction that prevents
  


16   loss of harvesting and the sharing of these things.  When
  


17   we are having to constantly work in an effort to get the
  


18   communication to the process and making sure that all of
  


19   the stories that go with it affect the decisionmaking,
  


20   it's impossible because it's been broken down into so many
  


21   fragmentations, as well as your processes of dealing with
  


22   these developments.
  


23             You put some of these development plans with
  


24   minimal scenarios, and yet all of the piecemeals that are
  


25   supposed to be looking at the process do not get put into
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 1   the studies that look at some of these impacts, all of
  


 2   these things affect how we deal with this process.  We get
  


 3   a lot of anger and frustration.  We get a lot of
  


 4   repercussions in our daily lives as we are walking into
  


 5   our stores and into our churches because we have people
  


 6   that have had impacts to this process.
  


 7             I went to seven villages on the North Slope last
  


 8   year, and I had concerns at every community of health of
  


 9   our foods, of our resources affecting the health of our
  


10   people.  We share these stories over and over in various
  


11   ways, but where does it go?  And the layers of the
  


12   processes to effect changes that prevent some of these
  


13   impacts.
  


14             You talked about some of the ways things have
  


15   been done and, yes, it's a flaring of an understanding,
  


16   but it's not a full understanding that you have.  Unless
  


17   we are continually there educating you in the process,
  


18   then your understanding gets changed and your process of
  


19   continuing with others in these decisionmaking processes,
  


20   you only give me greater concern.  There is a lot of
  


21   concern that's already there.  The breakdown of these
  


22   processes in trying to allow us to effectively be involved
  


23   in the process is not working very well.  It's only
  


24   causing us a lot of pain.
  


25             We have needs to continue our traditional and
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 1   cultural activities in spite of the changes that are being
  


 2   proposed with your efforts to come here in these
  


 3   processes, yet the risks are with us.  We cannot allow the
  


 4   way that it has been broken down to continue.  Industry's
  


 5   control of the research process, industry's
  


 6   self-monitoring cannot continue.  We need to have a better
  


 7   process in these factors because it's not a good enough
  


 8   process.
  


 9             The failures that are being demonstrated, the
  


10   rural designation of some of the processes of the
  


11   pipelines and how it's being monitored, the failures of
  


12   this process to effectively monitor Alpine.  We already
  


13   had leaks there.  It's one of your newer small footprints
  


14   in the sand, and yet the hours to monitor and effectively
  


15   deal with this process we still have leakages occurring.
  


16   Year after year we still have multiple sites that are
  


17   leaking, and yet our monitoring system is only getting to
  


18   one to ten percent of the leakages.
  


19             Those kind of failures of these type of
  


20   regulatory efforts are really concerning.  But the bigger
  


21   thing is we worked really hard to get a health impact
  


22   assessment.  The failure to get this into a good process
  


23   so that it assesses on the ocean -- it needs to be done.
  


24   It started in various layers in the past.  It's never been
  


25   completed.  It needs to be done as part of this process.
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 1   It cannot be a weekend assessment that we got with NPRA.
  


 2   It needs to be a better health impact assessment.  There
  


 3   is better mechanisms on the Internet on the international
  


 4   level than what we have in our assessment.
  


 5             Also, the tools to get all of the responses to
  


 6   be true abilities to respond instead of stories and plans
  


 7   on paper need to be done.  I watched what happened with
  


 8   the Gulf.  I went down and toured the spill.  It only gave
  


 9   the stories of our Elders that said these plans will fail
  


10   reassurance that we know what we are talking about.  They
  


11   were failures in many ways.  We know that efforts putting
  


12   boom out there is not going to work the same up here.
  


13   Inches of ice is going to disrupt that.
  


14             The environment that we have is changing so
  


15   rapidly.  Your ability to look at research that's been
  


16   done over generations versus what's really occurring right
  


17   now in our environment is very different.  They have to be
  


18   continued, updated, monitored and assessed and reassessed.
  


19   And we don't have the mechanisms in place to allow us to
  


20   effectively monitor it or assess it.
  


21             Thank you.
  


22                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you, Rosemary.
  


23                   MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  First I'd like to say
  


24   thanks to Doreen and Rosemary and Roy for their heartfelt
  


25   comments here.  And the concern that they expressed is one
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 1   that we of wildlife management for the Borough hear on a
  


 2   regular basis.  So even though BOEMRE may not be feeling
  


 3   very welcome at the moment, we haven't done a good job of
  


 4   saying welcome to Barrow.  And thank you, you know, Jim,
  


 5   especially you, for coming up as an Acting Director for
  


 6   Alaska.  We certainly appreciate your ear here in town as
  


 7   well as in the other villages across the North Slope.
  


 8   Thank you for you coming in.  Bob, thanks for you coming
  


 9   up from the Gulf.  And I didn't catch your name, but you
  


10   are from D.C.  Thank you for coming, as well.  Appreciate
  


11   it.
  


12             So even though I said thank you, I want to add a
  


13   couple of minor criticisms for requests for the future.
  


14   One is I've never been to a scoping meeting on a federal
  


15   holiday, and it seems very peculiar that BOEMRE would be
  


16   having a scoping meeting today, President's Day.  So
  


17   avoiding those in the future would be worthwhile.
  


18             I also am a little disappointed that there
  


19   aren't big maps on the wall showing where the planning
  


20   areas are and showing where the active leases are.  You
  


21   know, the map, while a little bit helpful that's drawn up
  


22   here, it doesn't do a real good job of depicting where the
  


23   planning areas are and so future meetings having a good
  


24   map would be helpful.
  


25             So I know that you are looking for advice from
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 1   the communities about the next five-year plan and what to
  


 2   do for leasing.  You have heard tonight, and I'm sure you
  


 3   have heard in other communities and you certainly will in
  


 4   the future concerns about oil spills.  And of course,
  


 5   that's all because of what happened in the Gulf of Mexico.
  


 6   So in my opinion, that before any additional drilling
  


 7   occurs up here, there really has to be a demonstration
  


 8   that the oil companies are capable of preventing an oil
  


 9   spill, or in the event that bad things happen, that they
  


10   are capable of cleaning up that oil spill, including a
  


11   major one.
  


12             Obviously oil companies don't bear all the
  


13   burden when an oil spill, when a tragedy happens like
  


14   happened in the Gulf of Mexico.  The Coast Guard was
  


15   intimately involved.  I'm sure BOEMRE and National Marine
  


16   Fisheries Service and other agencies were involved.  And
  


17   Jeff, as you mentioned earlier, you know, there is
  


18   concerns about infrastructure.  There aren't the airports;
  


19   there aren't harbors to help bring the equipment that
  


20   would be needed to clean up an oil spill.  And all of that
  


21   needs to be remedied before additional work occurs in the
  


22   offshore and the Arctic Alaska.
  


23             In my opinion, there shouldn't be any leasing in
  


24   the Chukchi or the Beaufort Sea in the next five years,
  


25   that there is quite a few active leases.  There have been
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 1   problems with NEPA documents.  There have been problems
  


 2   with EPA documents or assessments, and it seems like the
  


 3   government and the companies really need to sort out
  


 4   those, get those -- get those environmental assessments
  


 5   right, get those regulations right before doing any more
  


 6   leases, before allowing for drilling to go forward.
  


 7             So I guess that's kind of my overall general
  


 8   comment.  Maybe I'll kind of give some other folks a
  


 9   chance to talk and then provide some more detailed
  


10   comments here in a little bit, as well.
  


11                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  If you have written
  


12   comments, we can get them into the record.
  


13                   MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Thanks.  I'll have to
  


14   send those to Mary or Jim or somebody.
  


15                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  You don't have to read
  


16   them.  You can put them in the record.
  


17                   MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Yeah.
  


18                   MR. TODD SFORMO:  Todd Sformo.  Following
  


19   up on Robert's comments, you mentioned at the beginning
  


20   there were 30 exploratory wells drilled in the Beaufort
  


21   side and five in the Chukchi side.  And yet I don't know
  


22   of any single agency that's able to track all of the
  


23   shipping that is occurring there.  I've talked to the
  


24   Coast Guard and other agencies and companies, and yet all
  


25   of the shipping out there is not accounted for.  So if
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 1   there is a problem out there, how are -- how will your
  


 2   agency, you know, try to remedy this problem?  I mean it
  


 3   seems like it's something that has to be accounted for in
  


 4   your plan.
  


 5                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  What kind of a problem
  


 6   are you talking about?
  


 7                   MR. TODD SFORMO:  Well, I can't tell -- if
  


 8   I -- I can't go to one single place to find out what kind
  


 9   of shipping is going on, what ships are going through from
  


10   the Chukchi to the Beaufort side.
  


11                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Tim, what is the -- A,
  


12   starts with an A?
  


13                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  There is an Arctic
  


14   Marine -- well, I'll just try to speak loud enough.  There
  


15   is a document called the Arctic Marine Shipping
  


16   assessment.  It was adopted by the Arctic Council, which
  


17   is made up of eight Arctic nations.  They labored very
  


18   hard to get a count of the shipping and where they are
  


19   going to and from, but your point is well taken in that
  


20   there is no one central agency that's keeping track of
  


21   where -- where ships are going to and from.  Obviously,
  


22   the general trend is rising exponentially in the last 15
  


23   years and destined to keep going in that direction.  And
  


24   as time goes forward, because of the melting polar ice
  


25   cap, is just making all that increase over time into the
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 1   future.
  


 2             However, the thing in the Gulf of Mexico is they
  


 3   have way more shipping down there than there is up here.
  


 4   I'm not sure -- that's one issue that I really didn't hear
  


 5   a thing about during the Gulf spill was, you know, do
  


 6   ships keep an eye out for the spill and try to go around
  


 7   it or whatever.  I know there was a spill on the
  


 8   Mississippi River, I think it was downriver from New
  


 9   Orleans, and caused a big clog in shipping for a few
  


10   weeks, and that really messed things up for a while.  But
  


11   out there in the open water, I don't know.  And up here
  


12   there is no -- your point is well taken.  There is no
  


13   single agency that's responsible.
  


14                   MR. BEN GREENE:  Thank you.  Ben Greene.
  


15   And this will just be a very quick note.  In the interest
  


16   of making your Barrow visit as productive as possible, I
  


17   want to bring your attention -- and maybe you are already
  


18   aware -- but a very fascinating and relatively rare event
  


19   occurred along the coast right outside of Barrow just over
  


20   the last weekend.
  


21                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  We noticed because we
  


22   were here last week.
  


23                   MR. BEN GREENE:  Make sure to take a very
  


24   careful look at the ivu.  There are blocks of ice the size
  


25   of moderate-sized houses that were obviously pushed with a
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 1   great deal of force a significant distance.  And so, good,
  


 2   I'm glad to hear that you got to see that.  I just wanted
  


 3   to bring that to your attention.
  


 4                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  I'd like to comment on
  


 5   that.  We were here last week and we flew down from Barrow
  


 6   to Wainwright, and we saw what we thought was a pretty big
  


 7   lead.  It was, let's say, a quarter of a mile wide.  Wow,
  


 8   look at that.  We were all commenting on it.  When we came
  


 9   back the next day, the open water was just about to the
  


10   horizon, and then Friday was the -- the wind was blowing
  


11   30 miles an hour from the west and southwest, and then it
  


12   became an ivu.  So yeah, we were -- it was amazing to see
  


13   it.  Kind of the lead up from the air really was
  


14   impressive.
  


15                   MS. J. ST. VINCENT:  I'm J. St. Vincent.
  


16   I have a question that was generated by listening to Roy
  


17   and Doreen and Rosemary that I hadn't thought about before
  


18   about subsistence impacts.  Has anyone in your agency or
  


19   have you sent individuals or a team to the Slope to stay
  


20   with a subsistence activity during one season, like
  


21   somebody from your agency to be with the Inupiat people to
  


22   see what goes on during, say, one caribou harvest or one
  


23   whaling season so the agency would understand more closely
  


24   what Rosemary would be talking about about what one day
  


25   could mean during whaling season?  Has that happened?
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 1                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Do you think that the
  


 2   Deputy Regional Director should do that?
  


 3                   MS. J. ST. VINCENT:  I'd like to see the
  


 4   Deputy Regional Director do it.  I'll take pictures.
  


 5                   MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Much of NEPA doesn't
  


 6   apply to the Native hunter's ability to harvest.  NEPA
  


 7   doesn't apply for AEWC to enforce a CAA, but there are
  


 8   other federal regulations, rules and regulations that
  


 9   apply that need to be enforced like ANILCA and MMPA.  Who
  


10   will be the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation
  


11   and Enforcement person who will be assigned to be our
  


12   advocate for our right to exist and not be left with a
  


13   dump of industrial waste?  If it can't be enforced through
  


14   AEWC and the State level, it surely can be enforced at the
  


15   federal level.  And I want to know who you are going to
  


16   assign to work with us on this.
  


17                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  You mean by name?
  


18                   MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Whatever.  I mean, you
  


19   have got some kind of a big, new game plan.  We haven't
  


20   heard much about it.  All you want to do is hear from us,
  


21   and we haven't even heard your game plan.
  


22                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Okay.  Well, we would
  


23   be glad to explain the parameters, the details of our
  


24   reorganization to the communities, to ICAS, to the other
  


25   tribes if people are interested in doing that.  Our
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 1   community liaison is, directly from the job description,
  


 2   an advocate of communities and especially federally
  


 3   recognized tribes through government to government
  


 4   consultation and through other --
  


 5                   MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  But they have got no
  


 6   muscles to enforce a CAA.  I want to know who within the
  


 7   enforcement agency can we work with to make this happen
  


 8   and get those burden -- some responsibilities off the
  


 9   local level.
  


10                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  When a federal judge
  


11   says your agency has no ability to do anything about those
  


12   provisions if they are breached or they can't be reached,
  


13   that was a problem that came out of that lawsuit that we
  


14   don't know how to overcome.  We would be happy to work
  


15   with the communities and especially with the AEWC and
  


16   others in the whaling communities to reconcile that
  


17   problem, but it exists.  And being an advocate for the
  


18   communities, for the AEWC is one thing.  Enforcing
  


19   provisions or getting -- forcing industry to adopt
  


20   provisions in the CAA is something that is problematic.
  


21                   MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  What's the biggest
  


22   problem about it?  What is it?  You lack jurisdiction?
  


23   What is the biggest problem?
  


24                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  That's what the judge
  


25   said.  Nothing you can do.
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 1                   MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  But you are leasing the
  


 2   ocean out there.
  


 3                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Nothing you can do if
  


 4   it's not reached or if it's breached.  I think
  


 5   everybody -- at least the people who belong to
  


 6   organizations that were plaintiffs in that case remember
  


 7   that court decision.
  


 8                   MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  There is some federal
  


 9   regulations that apply to my right to live.
  


10                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Certainly.
  


11   Environmental justice and many other provisions under
  


12   federal environmental law and under the MMPA all are part
  


13   and parcel to things that fall into that category.  And we
  


14   want to protect your right to live and your environment
  


15   and your --
  


16                   MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  And subsist.  My right
  


17   to life and subsist --
  


18                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  And subsist.
  


19                   MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  -- because the way you
  


20   guys deal with us, you just say zero tolerance.  You are
  


21   so very much pro oil development that you guys don't even
  


22   really seriously consider how to protect the Arctic Ocean.
  


23   There will be no access to no oil tree for your Coast
  


24   Guard or nobody else, for that matter, to get out there.
  


25   If there was an accident, that you guys would not be able
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 1   to get out there and send all your hundreds of ships from
  


 2   the Gulf of Mexico up to the Arctic.  And that will just
  


 3   wipe out the whole Arctic Chukchi Sea migration route.
  


 4   All the whales be dead.
  


 5             And who is going to go to jail?  Who is going to
  


 6   pay the fine?  One captain went to jail for one year when
  


 7   Barrow went over the quota limit.  Who is going to jail?
  


 8   Who went to jail for BP?  What happened to those human
  


 9   beings that live down there?  Their rights were just
  


10   trampled on.
  


11                   MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  Lois Epstein.  I'm an
  


12   engineer with the Wilderness Society in Anchorage.  And I
  


13   guess one comment I have is I'm hearing a lot of
  


14   frustration here about whether there is any information
  


15   that could be provided to BOEMRE that might result in a
  


16   decision not to lease.  Is there any information that
  


17   would show that the difficulties of cleanup, the lack of
  


18   enforcement, the lack of ability to carry out the
  


19   provisions of the Conflict Avoidance Agreement, any of
  


20   that might be in and of itself for some to say we
  


21   shouldn't go forward?  But what I'm hearing is that this
  


22   is -- this is happening.  And is there any type of data or
  


23   legal problems or anything that could convince the
  


24   Administration?  Maybe you could just give us a feel for
  


25   that.
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 1                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  There is a plethora of
  


 2   things, a lot of them that we talked about tonight.  On
  


 3   the other hand, you have two -- roughly three billion
  


 4   dollars worth of leases in the Beaufort and Chukchi Sea
  


 5   that belong to companies.
  


 6             The United States government issued those
  


 7   leases, collected that money.  Those lessees have certain
  


 8   rights.  The resource estimates for the Chukchi Sea as
  


 9   they analyze data over again and to a minor extent gain
  


10   new data, those resource estimates are increasing.  And
  


11   what may be larger than the largest oil field on earth is
  


12   believed to be out there.  That's on the other side of the
  


13   equation.
  


14             My job isn't to talk anybody into anything here.
  


15   I like to answer questions.  I try to stay out of
  


16   arguments because as much as people may not think, I don't
  


17   work for companies.  I don't advocate for their interests.
  


18   I work for the United States government, the Department of
  


19   the Interior, and for today the Bureau of Ocean Energy
  


20   Management, Regulation and Enforcement.  And this process
  


21   under the National Environmental Policy Act and tonight's
  


22   meeting is to get comments from the public on the notion
  


23   that one or more offshore oil and gas lease sales would be
  


24   held in the Arctic in the Beaufort planning area and
  


25   Chukchi planning area that, quite frankly, has not been
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 1   defined.  I don't have a map because it's a blank slate
  


 2   tonight.
  


 3             And so at every meeting that we have held so
  


 4   far -- and I'm quite certain that every meeting this
  


 5   agency holds in Alaska -- I know a little bit about
  


 6   meetings that this agency holds in Alaska -- there will be
  


 7   even more concerns in more areas about holding offshore --
  


 8   more offshore oil and gas lease sales.  Whether or not
  


 9   there will be a totality of things that convince the
  


10   ultimate decisionmaker not to hold any oil and gas lease
  


11   sales, I don't know.  I don't know.  Maybe.  That's my
  


12   best guess.  Maybe.
  


13             The decisionmaker might even ask me.  What I
  


14   think is a less important than if the decisionmaker asks
  


15   me what I heard during public scoping meetings.  And my
  


16   job is to tell that person exactly what all of you tell
  


17   me.  And I'll do that, whether I agree with it or not.
  


18   I'll tell the truth.  I'll tell them exactly, as I
  


19   remember it anyway.  And I don't think I'm biased.  I'm
  


20   not because I understand everybody's position here.  I can
  


21   relate in more ways than you can imagine to the way people
  


22   feel, even the ones that feel very strongly, even the ones
  


23   who are the most upset.  I can relate to that.
  


24             So I don't have a problem with telling the
  


25   decisionmaker exactly what people told me.  And they have
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 1   in the past, right before Chukchi Sea sale 193, asked the
  


 2   question whether or not people in these communities in the
  


 3   North Slope Borough felt that the oil companies could
  


 4   clean up a major oil spill.  Asked a whole room full of
  


 5   people that question.  That's a question where they might
  


 6   not like the answer.  So it's real silent.  And I had just
  


 7   been up here and spoken to folks.  Doreen remembers and I
  


 8   think a few other people remember the first time I came up
  


 9   here and managed meetings.  So it was real easy just for
  


10   me to say no.
  


11             And then the next question was:  Well, can they?
  


12   And I said I'd bet my money on prevention because the
  


13   worst day in the Arctic they will be lucky to stay alive,
  


14   much less clean anything up.  You don't have a lot of time
  


15   to talk during those meetings, but I got the message
  


16   across.  They held the oil and gas lease sale anyway.
  


17   That's -- you know, that's the decisionmaker's shot to
  


18   call.
  


19             In the document, in the executive summary, I
  


20   would hope that these concerns, at least the ones, the
  


21   concerns that are most relevant to this five-year plan,
  


22   will be articulated.  I can make sure that that happens.
  


23   I have -- I have quite a bit to say over what ends up in
  


24   our environmental documents.  That can sway a
  


25   decisionmaker.  They are going to read that for sure.
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 1   They are going to get a briefing on the document.  I
  


 2   forgot how many pages our five-year programmatic EISes
  


 3   are.  2,000?
  


 4                   MR. BOB SEBASTIAN:  It's large.
  


 5                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Yeah.  And these
  


 6   Assistant Secretaries and the Secretary of the Interior,
  


 7   there are just literally hundreds of environmental
  


 8   documents being produced by people within their agency.
  


 9   These are very important, and you can bet after the
  


10   Deepwater Horizon these decisions have the utmost
  


11   attention of the Secretary and the President.  So those
  


12   decisions will be well thought this time around.
  


13             And everything that has been said tonight and
  


14   has been said in the previous meetings I think are all
  


15   compelling reasons to not; but at the same time, people
  


16   said we need the economic opportunities; the TransAlaska
  


17   Pipeline is in a decline, and without the offshore
  


18   contribution eventually will stop flowing, and that's an
  


19   important part of the economy.  We have heard a little bit
  


20   of that at the meetings so far.  We will hear a lot more
  


21   in Anchorage.
  


22             The majority -- this isn't a democracy, but the
  


23   majority of the people in Alaska have been proponents of
  


24   offshore oil development.  But it doesn't make any
  


25   difference.  It's not a voting thing.  And through
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 1   litigation, through the public process, facilitated by
  


 2   NEPA, through other efforts that agency heads have made to
  


 3   hear what people have to say, I think it's pretty safe to
  


 4   say, put that all together and that's why nine years will
  


 5   have passed and you will not -- and you have not seen one
  


 6   single exploratory drilling project in Alaska's Outer
  


 7   Continental Shelf.  That has not ever happened since they
  


 8   first started drilling in the OCS in Alaska, ever.  They
  


 9   went, I think, four or five years once in the mid '80s.
  


10             There were two years when I believe there were
  


11   17 exploration wells one year and 17 exploration wells the
  


12   following year.  And one of them was '85 when Shell
  


13   disrupted whaling activities.  So when you hear the
  


14   leaders here in the North Slope say too much too fast too
  


15   soon, I'm sure that has something to do with it.  There
  


16   was too much going on too fast, and whaling was disrupted
  


17   for an entire community for an entire season.  Shell
  


18   acknowledges it.  It's no secret.
  


19              Robert.  Thank you for raising your hand.
  


20                   MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  I figured I'd get you
  


21   to stop talking for a while if I raised my hand.  Lois
  


22   just mentioned a few things about the lack of information
  


23   in the Chukchi planning area, such as limited ability to
  


24   clean up oil and other things.  One thing that the North
  


25   Slope Borough has commented on in the past that we haven't
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 1   really talked about tonight -- Jeff, I think you mentioned
  


 2   it earlier on -- is that there is really a limitation in
  


 3   the amount of information in the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas
  


 4   for making wise decisions.
  


 5             Without a doubt, MMS -- BOEMRE and MMS before
  


 6   has spent a lot of money helping to collect important
  


 7   information, but the environment has changed hugely.  You
  


 8   know, the ice has retreated.  The ice is getting thinner.
  


 9   And the environment is changing in lots of other ways.
  


10   And so even though we have got a lot of old information,
  


11   it probably isn't pertinent to what's happening now.  So
  


12   we need to continue to collect information and do so as
  


13   rapidly as we can, especially if lease sales are going to
  


14   be held and if oil companies are going to be permitted to
  


15   drill.
  


16             So I'd like to thank BOEMRE for the science
  


17   that's going on.  I look forward to potential
  


18   collaborations between the Borough and BOEMRE with regard
  


19   to science and collecting needed information, but we
  


20   definitely need to move forward with that.
  


21             The oil companies, of course, collect a lot of
  


22   science, as well.  They go out and look for marine mammals
  


23   and look for birds and measure sounds that they are
  


24   putting into the water, and I think that's all really
  


25   positive.  However, they keep their information private.
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 1   They don't share it with people.
  


 2             Sure, they will summarize it and give people the
  


 3   summaries, but if BOEMRE is going to allow Shell and
  


 4   Conoco Phillips and Stat Oil and other companies to go out
  


 5   on the ocean and collect environmental data -- not
  


 6   necessarily the seismic data or drilling data, but the
  


 7   environmental data about what's happening in the water or
  


 8   on the water, that that information should be required to
  


 9   be made public; the data, not necessarily just the
  


10   reports; that other people should have the right to be
  


11   able to look at that information without having to try to
  


12   interpret what the oil companies have done in summarizing
  


13   the data.
  


14             So the scientific process needs to be much more
  


15   transparent than it currently is or has been for decades
  


16   up here.
  


17             In the past -- well, also related to kind of
  


18   studies is the issue of cumulative impacts.  This is kind
  


19   of what Todd was talking about a moment ago about ship
  


20   traffic.  All the ships that are moving through the Arctic
  


21   are putting a lot of sound into the water, and that sound
  


22   has the potential to deflect bowheads or belugas or other
  


23   animals away from areas where they used to be hunted or
  


24   areas where they feed or rest or calve.
  


25             And so we need to better understand cumulative
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 1   impacts.  And in order to do that, we have to have a good
  


 2   archive of information about what the human activities
  


 3   were out there.  We need to know all the ships.  And most
  


 4   of the ships that are out there are oil and gas companies,
  


 5   but there is others, too.  We need to have good
  


 6   information about the human activities in the Beaufort and
  


 7   Chukchi Sea planning area, and we need that information to
  


 8   assess cumulative impacts.
  


 9             On top of that, we also know that the
  


10   exploration activities in Canada, especially in the
  


11   eastern Beaufort Sea and in Russia in the western Chukchi
  


12   Sea, that oil exploration is increasing there, too.  And
  


13   so BOEMRE needs to make sure they are talking to their
  


14   Canadian counterparts and Russian counterparts to be aware
  


15   of the information about activities that are going on
  


16   there so when you do the NEPA analysis of cumulative
  


17   impacts, you can actually do a reasonable job of assessing
  


18   them; not just listing them out, but assessing what the
  


19   cumulative impacts might be to the biology of bowhead
  


20   whales, belugas, or other animals.
  


21             And then one other comment that I want to make
  


22   is that in the past there have been deferral areas in the
  


23   Beaufort Sea for whaling.  There was one around Barrow.
  


24   There was one around Cross Island for the Nuiqsut hunters
  


25   and there was one around Kaktovik.  And currently those
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 1   deferral areas around Kaktovik and Barrow are still in
  


 2   place.  But, I don't know, maybe five or ten years ago the
  


 3   deferral area around Cross Island was removed.  And I
  


 4   think that was disappointing.  And I think that BOEMRE
  


 5   should seriously consider putting that deferral area back
  


 6   in place.  Obviously there are leases that have already
  


 7   been sold there, and I'm not suggesting that necessarily
  


 8   those leases be bought back, but don't offer any more
  


 9   lease tracts in the deferral area around Cross Island in
  


10   the next five-year plan.
  


11             And this really gets to kind of what Doreen is
  


12   trying to get at is, like, sure, the CAA between oil
  


13   companies and the AEWC can't be used by the federal
  


14   government to enforce, you know, disturbance issues
  


15   related to marine mammals, but you guys can do something.
  


16   You can do things to make sure that marine mammals are
  


17   available to hunters in the areas where they have been in
  


18   the past.  A deferral area or time in area closures are
  


19   certainly things that should be considered in an EIS for
  


20   the Beaufort and Chukchi Sea planning areas.
  


21                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Robert, what kind of
  


22   an exclusion zone in Cross Island would you recommend, the
  


23   same one that was there before or bigger?
  


24                   MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  To tell you the truth,
  


25   I don't remember exactly what was there before, but
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 1   talking to the Nuiqsut hunters would be the best road to
  


 2   take.  The other piece of information that would be
  


 3   valuable is the study that you helped fund, and I think
  


 4   Shell may have helped fund part of it, as well, which is
  


 5   the Michael Galganaitis study on looking at tracks of
  


 6   where the hunting crews went when they were out whaling,
  


 7   and that information will provide lots of good details
  


 8   about where boats go.
  


 9                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Science that industry
  


10   has today that you know that is complete that you would
  


11   like and haven't been able to obtain, can you name
  


12   anything?
  


13                   MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Everything.  They
  


14   won't provide any of their data in terms of some of the
  


15   contaminants data.
  


16                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Can you send to me via
  


17   e-mail the specifics, and then we will try to see if we
  


18   can just -- I mean, you know, pick, like, your top to
  


19   start with, top three things and then we will go to work
  


20   just to see how we do.
  


21                   MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  That would be
  


22   fantastic.  It's always been problematic that the
  


23   companies are willing to baseline -- they are willing to
  


24   share summarized information but not the raw data, with
  


25   one exception, and that exception is BP.  And they have
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 1   been more than willing to share the data with us.  So
  


 2   despite their problems in the Gulf of Mexico and on the
  


 3   North Slope in some cases, from a science perspective they
  


 4   have been quite willing to work with us and be very
  


 5   transparent in their science, except seismic data.
  


 6                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Well, proprietary data
  


 7   we will have little luck with, and we might go to jail if
  


 8   we give it up.
  


 9                   MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  My name is Geoff
  


10   Carroll.  And I have been a wildlife biologist on the
  


11   North Slope for over 30 years.  I've worked for the
  


12   National Marine Fisheries, the North Slope Borough, and
  


13   currently Alaska Department of Fish & Game.  I'm going to
  


14   be speaking as a private citizen, and these don't
  


15   represent the views of any agency.
  


16                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Fair enough.
  


17                   MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  He just doesn't want
  


18   to get fired.
  


19                   MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  Okay.  I'd like to
  


20   thank you also for coming up here and getting people's
  


21   input and opinions on this very important subject.  First
  


22   I have a question and then I'll have a few comments.  The
  


23   question is, you know, with the Gulf of Mexico spill, what
  


24   we observed was a situation where there have been all
  


25   these amazing advances on their ability to drill.  They
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 1   were drilling in five miles of water and going way down
  


 2   and going a long way beyond that.  And there have been
  


 3   amazing advances in that technology, but when there was a
  


 4   spill, it was like back to the Dark Ages.  I mean, there
  


 5   have been no advances really in oil spill cleanup.
  


 6             And kind of a question is, is there a push
  


 7   within your agency to somehow advance the research and
  


 8   development in oil spill cleanup techniques?
  


 9                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Well, there is
  


10   probably a bigger push now than there has been maybe ever
  


11   within this agency, my agency.  I personally, though --
  


12   I've cleaned up small oil spills when I worked for the
  


13   Navy Public Works Center in San Diego.  Never large oil
  


14   spills on the water.  I'm not optimistic that there is
  


15   going to be some massive advance here.  I haven't given it
  


16   a lot of thought, but there has been a lot of great people
  


17   that -- including some famous people, the actor -- I
  


18   forgot his name, the good-looking fellow, and whatnot that
  


19   have worked on it.
  


20             And so, you know, things are -- necessity is the
  


21   mother of invention, but we haven't seen much.  And we
  


22   have been cleaning up things we spill on our floor the
  


23   same old way.  Maybe more wasteful than we used to.  We
  


24   used to use a rag; now we use throw-away stuff.  But I
  


25   don't think you are going to ever see some gizmo that you
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 1   can throw out there on the water -- maybe I'm wrong.  I
  


 2   hope I'm wrong -- but I'm doubtful that there is going to
  


 3   be significant advances.
  


 4             And really when you think about it, especially
  


 5   in the Arctic and especially given the causation for the
  


 6   Deepwater Horizon -- the causation primarily is
  


 7   complacency, the opposite of which is vigilance.  And only
  


 8   11 people died.  A lot more could have.  They had a lot of
  


 9   personal reasons to be vigilant, and they weren't.
  


10             There is -- there are -- I think your well
  


11   control enhancement, other prevention, a regulatory regime
  


12   that is both feared and respected, things that are
  


13   longstanding motivators of vigilance will negate the need
  


14   for some new inventions in spill response, but that's just
  


15   my opinion.  Sorry.  Long answer.
  


16                   MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  Okay.  Thank you.  You
  


17   know, I, along with a lot of North Slope people, you know,
  


18   we really do appreciate the economic benefits that
  


19   petroleum development has brought, and we would probably
  


20   like to see this continue, but however, we want to see
  


21   this done with as little negative impact to the people,
  


22   the wildlife and the rest of the environment as possible.
  


23             And I might have kind got off on the wrong track
  


24   in my comments here.  Basically I saw this as a scoping
  


25   meeting, so right now they are suggestions of topics I'd
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 1   like to see covered when you write your environmental
  


 2   impact statement and, you know, develop your five-year
  


 3   plan.  So you know, okay.
  


 4             When we hear about offshore development,
  


 5   probably the first thing that comes to mind is the risk of
  


 6   an oil spill.  We know that oil spills are quite possible.
  


 7   We've seen huge devastating oil spills in Prince William
  


 8   Sound and the Gulf of Mexico.  We also know that they're
  


 9   very difficult to clean up and that they have many
  


10   impacts.
  


11             There are several aspects about the Arctic, such
  


12   as ice-covered waters, the cold, the dark, distance to
  


13   infrastructure that make it extremely difficult to clean
  


14   up a spill.  Many people here feel that oil development
  


15   should just not occur until there are proven methods for
  


16   controlling and cleaning up an oil spill.  Because a major
  


17   oil spill is quite possible and because it would be
  


18   extremely difficult to clean one up, I'd like to see
  


19   BOEMRE address the following issues in the environmental
  


20   impact statement.
  


21             Number one, what impacts could a major oil spill
  


22   have on the people, wildlife, and the rest of the
  


23   environment in northern Alaska.  I think it should be
  


24   listed out just what impacts could result from this.
  


25             Number two, if exploration and development are
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 1   allowed, what precautions would be required of oil
  


 2   companies to make an oil spill as unlikely as possible.
  


 3             Three, when oil spills do occur, what means are
  


 4   available to clean up oil in various conditions that are
  


 5   present in the Arctic, such as the extreme cold, the
  


 6   darkness, ice-covered waters and the stormy weather.
  


 7             In the Gulf of Mexico, one of the primary
  


 8   techniques used to deal with the oil was dispersants, and
  


 9   it seems like that was done without really understanding
  


10   the long-term effects of the dispersants on the
  


11   environment.  The EIS should address the effectiveness of
  


12   dispersants in cold waters or the conditions up here, and
  


13   it should also discuss the negative impacts the
  


14   dispersants could have on the local environment.
  


15             Number five, I'd like to know how does BOEMRE
  


16   plan to deal with such issues such as the lack of
  


17   infrastructure to support the ships and people that would
  


18   be needed for oil spill cleanup.  I think we have heard
  


19   that several times this evening, but, man, there is just
  


20   no facilities around here to get the ships and everything
  


21   else into place to even attempt an oil spill cleanup.  And
  


22   if development does proceed and there is an oil spill and
  


23   it cannot be cleaned up, what financial and human
  


24   resources will be provided to local communities?
  


25             In addition to oil spills, there are many other
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 1   issues that could be addressed in an EIS.  One of those
  


 2   would be what steps should be taken to gather baseline
  


 3   information to fill the information gaps about wildlife
  


 4   and oceanographic conditions.  And also a listing of what
  


 5   studies should be developed to measure the effects on
  


 6   wildlife and people if the exploration and development do
  


 7   occur.
  


 8             The EIS should address how climate change could
  


 9   affect exploration and development plans like -- as Robert
  


10   mentioned, all the studies that have taken place up to
  


11   now, you know, it's a whole different playing field now.
  


12   The ice is different, the weather patterns are different.
  


13   And you know, even studies that take place today, in ten
  


14   years it's all going to change.  So everything that's
  


15   discussed needs to be -- you need to take the fact that
  


16   global climate change is taking place and that things are
  


17   going to be in a constant state of change.
  


18             What effects could the noises associated with
  


19   exploration and development have on wildlife?  Which of
  


20   these effects will be detrimental to wildlife and which of
  


21   those effects -- because it's affecting the wildlife, how
  


22   could that affect hunters and what negative effects could
  


23   it have on the people up here?  Also what other factors,
  


24   such as seismic surveys, ship traffic and aircraft traffic
  


25   could affect wildlife?  How could these effects be
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 1   detrimental to hunters, as well?
  


 2             And you know what could be done to minimize the
  


 3   impacts of industrial noise, ship traffic, and seismic
  


 4   surveys on wildlife and the people that hunt them?  So I'd
  


 5   like to see it outlined what all factors could affect the
  


 6   wildlife and the people and also what could be done about
  


 7   it.
  


 8             And also, you know, what impacts could result
  


 9   from air and water pollution given off from exploration
  


10   and development sites and what can be done to minimize
  


11   this?
  


12             One issue is that the Bering Strait is kind of a
  


13   choke point in the migration path of bowhead and beluga
  


14   whales and a lot of other marine mammals.  It's a
  


15   relatively narrow space, and a lot of animals migrate
  


16   through.  And we are seeing increased ship traffic every
  


17   year and, of course, they are funneled into that narrow
  


18   area, as well.  So it's going to eventually increase and
  


19   more ship strikes and disruption of migrations.  The EIS
  


20   should address what can be done to limit the ship traffic
  


21   through the Bering Strait during migrations and other
  


22   mitigation measures as far as affecting these migrations.
  


23             The EIS should also seriously consider
  


24   cumulative impacts.  In the past agencies have often
  


25   preferred to look at development and exploration one
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 1   project at a time.  Many times there is sort of a limited
  


 2   impact for one project and, it's only when you look at the
  


 3   total impact of many projects that a major problem is
  


 4   obvious.
  


 5             When you outline cumulative impacts, you should
  


 6   consider all the activities related to petroleum,
  


 7   shipping, research projects, and military activities in
  


 8   the northern oceans that -- everything that's going to be
  


 9   taking place in the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas, including
  


10   the Canadian and Russian waters.
  


11             So thank you for letting me testify.
  


12                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.
  


13                   MR. WALTER AKPIK:  My name is Walter
  


14   Akpik, and I'm a Barrow resident.  I just wanted to ask,
  


15   have you come up to do more studies on the ice that we
  


16   have out here?  You need to do more studies because once
  


17   that ice starts moving with the wind and the current
  


18   moving together, there is no man-made object that's going
  


19   to stop it, especially with an oil rig out there.  It's
  


20   just going to topple it over without notice.
  


21             And you guys will give the crews down there a
  


22   second chance to push the panic button to get everybody
  


23   out.  It just happens like that.  I have been here about
  


24   60 years, and I know how that ice works.  There is no
  


25   man-made such things that's able to stop that ice once it
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 1   starts moving with that current we got out here.  So do
  


 2   more studies on that ice that we have out here,
  


 3   wintertime.
  


 4                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  We have
  


 5   people that have not spoke yet.
  


 6                   MS. VERA WILLIAMS:  I'm Vera Williams from
  


 7   Barrow, Alaska.  My concern, I guess, is what everybody
  


 8   has also stated.  That ice out there, just happened just
  


 9   the other day, and it's almost two, three stories high in
  


10   some areas.  And you know, if you were to start
  


11   collecting, even the weather bureau has all the data also
  


12   for the amount of wind we had just the other day to see
  


13   that ice pile up out there.
  


14             That's another area that you guys need to, I
  


15   think, at least consider our concerns that the ice is --
  


16   is powerful.  And Mother Nature -- you can't really stop
  


17   Mother Nature, but those are other areas that you could
  


18   look at also and tap into and take pictures out there to
  


19   see what magnitude four to six feet thickness of ice is
  


20   all piled up out there.  You know, those are our concerns.
  


21             How could you -- how could someone prove to us
  


22   that something could live through that, you know.  That's
  


23   our ocean out there.
  


24             And also, you know, just a suggestion, I heard a
  


25   couple places where infrastructure is not visibly here.
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 1   Those areas also need to be really touched up on and make
  


 2   those infrastructures be placed on the North Slope and
  


 3   scatter them around where you are going to have an oil
  


 4   spill; have it all around where they will be mobile and
  


 5   easy, you know, in different areas on the North Slope.  We
  


 6   have seven villages, and most of them are out in the, you
  


 7   know, coastal areas.  You could have those areas for
  


 8   designated spots, also, for, you know, planning something
  


 9   that could be implemented and into your five-year plan as
  


10   you progress through your five-year plan.
  


11             You know, that's just my suggestion that some
  


12   kind of mandatory thing needs to be placed for the oil
  


13   industry to have it out there or else you ask the federal
  


14   government to place it out there and have it mobile, ready
  


15   for any disaster.
  


16                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.
  


17                   MR. CRAIG GEORGE:  Craig George, for the
  


18   record.  For the record, my name is Craig George, and I've
  


19   lived in the community for about 30 years now, and I've
  


20   studied bowheads through most of that time.  So a lot of
  


21   my comments will be bowhead-centric.
  


22             But a couple things:  Regarding bowheads, I just
  


23   completed a -- well, a dissertation on bowheads, and
  


24   really what became clear is that one of the key features
  


25   of being a bowhead is its baleen.  That's the apparatus
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 1   which allows it to make a living out here.  And it's
  


 2   fairly unique to that animal in its length and the quality
  


 3   of it, the extensiveness of it.
  


 4             A bowhead is -- a third of the body is its head.
  


 5   It's kind of a swimming head, and it has 640 baleen hairs.
  


 6   I don't have an example here.  It has these long fringe
  


 7   hairs that can be over a foot in length.  Hey, there is
  


 8   one.  From -- relatively small, actually.  But those
  


 9   fringe hairs coming off there, those are really what makes
  


10   it work as a plankton or zooplankton filter.
  


11             And to date there has only been one study on how
  


12   oil ingestion could affect its ability to filter
  


13   zooplankton, and that seems like kind of a precursor to
  


14   doing any further research -- leasing is to really
  


15   understand how the animal might be affected by that.
  


16             In the Norwegian Arctic, they noticed that the
  


17   seismic noise affects in particular the gadids, the cod,
  


18   the -- and herring, and they may vacate a fjord where
  


19   they've been shooting seismic.  And as far as I know,
  


20   there hasn't been any -- the Elders constantly ask about
  


21   this here.  What does seismic do to the smaller critters?
  


22   We have some idea what it does to the larger critters, but
  


23   not the smaller ones.
  


24             Every meeting Rossman Peetook asks how seismic
  


25   noise affects krill, and we have never had an answer.  So
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 1   that seems like a worthwhile study project.  And in fact,
  


 2   they have shown, like I mentioned in Norway, that seismic
  


 3   noise does affect the distribution of fish.  And Arctic
  


 4   cod, of course, are one of the keystone species in the
  


 5   Arctic system.  So that's something you need to look at.
  


 6             We've heard a lot about demonstrating the
  


 7   ability to clean up oil.  I agree that it seems
  


 8   objectionable to pour oil into the ocean, do a spill test,
  


 9   but I think -- unfortunately, I think that probably needs
  


10   to be done to really do an honest test.  And actually,
  


11   Jeff, your comments have been sort of -- about the ability
  


12   to clean up oil, I think have been quite honest, that this
  


13   time of year with the current speeds and the darkness and
  


14   the temperatures, I think there are periods -- well,
  


15   clearly there are periods where it would be irresponsible
  


16   to put people out there because they wouldn't survive.
  


17   And we need a really good gap analysis in the next EIS --
  


18   gap response analysis -- sorry -- on oil spill cleanup.
  


19             Mentioned storms.  The most powerful storm since
  


20   I have been here was in 1989.  Some of you may remember.
  


21   It toppled cabins and tore roofs off in town.  And the
  


22   unofficial wind speed was 103 miles an hour at the DEW
  


23   line.  But the weather service instruments failed.  So
  


24   there is really no record.  I think their peak gusts quit
  


25   about 70, but that was an incredibly powerful storm.  I
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 1   think it did a lot of damage in Wainwright, as well.
  


 2             Okay.  Telemetry work, actually BLM, mainly
  


 3   through the efforts of Chukchi Monnett --
  


 4                   MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Not BLM; BOEMRE.
  


 5                   MR. CRAIG GEORGE:  Oh, I'm sorry.  It was
  


 6   MMS.  BOEMRE now.  Sorry.  Thank you.  Has funded what's
  


 7   now a really world class satellite telemetry study on
  


 8   bowheads.  A lot of the tagging was done here at Barrow,
  


 9   and also over in Arctic Canada, and it's told us a lot.
  


10             And essentially every tagged whale -- I don't
  


11   have the images here, but they have all taken off various
  


12   directions, but every single one except one has gone
  


13   through the current lease area, which is roughly like so
  


14   [indicating], I guess.  I can't draw it.  But anyway, they
  


15   all come down and they hit this coast and they spend up to
  


16   two months down here.  And if there was an oil release
  


17   under the predominant wind, which is northeast, you know,
  


18   you have the potential both here and down here
  


19   [indicating] to affect the entire bowhead population.  So
  


20   that wouldn't be good.
  


21             But anyway, some oil spill scenarios, looking
  


22   at -- I think we're too focused on these small areas --
  


23   not small areas.  On these specific areas in the planning
  


24   areas, but a lot of these -- essentially all marine
  


25   mammals are migratory, so we have got to look at the big
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 1   picture.  And this was funded by this agency.  And as I
  


 2   understand it, Robert, the information was not in the
  


 3   last --
  


 4                   MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  The recent NEPA
  


 5   document.
  


 6                   MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  The recent NEPA
  


 7   document, which was -- it wasn't included in that.
  


 8                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The most recent NEPA
  


 9   document that we have that is still a work in process is
  


10   the supplemental environmental impact statement for sale
  


11   193's court remand.
  


12                   MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  And that wasn't in the
  


13   initial -- I know it caused a lot of --
  


14                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The 193 FEIS.
  


15                   MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Right.  Is it in it
  


16   now?  Anyway, you have this beautiful data set --
  


17                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The man behind you
  


18   will answer.
  


19                   MR. MIKE ROUTHIER:  It will be.  We were
  


20   up here in November to talk about the draft SEIS.  Since
  


21   that time we have received a great number of comments and
  


22   we have been working hard to address them.  We are still
  


23   in that process.  And as part of that process, we are
  


24   adding additional studies that have come out recently that
  


25   either weren't available at the time we worked on the SEIS
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 1   or for whatever reason weren't in that document.  We did
  


 2   go back and add more studies, including the one you are
  


 3   referring to.
  


 4                   MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Okay.  Good.  That's
  


 5   some good news.  Okay.  And then there has been mention of
  


 6   shipping, and here is my sort of crude depiction of the
  


 7   Bering Strait.  Here is St. Lawrence.  But all the
  


 8   bowheads went like so, and then down through here on the
  


 9   west side in fall, and they all came up west of
  


10   St. Lawrence Island.  And this fits with local knowledge,
  


11   as well.
  


12             Very few go east.  Very few whales go east of
  


13   St. Lawrence Island.  But this is right in the shipping
  


14   lanes [indicating].  So I don't know if it's the purview
  


15   of the EIS, but shipping lanes and speed controls in this
  


16   area really need to be put in place.
  


17             We know from the bowhead's cousin on the East
  


18   Coast, the right whale, that they don't get along well
  


19   with ships.  In fact, they get hit with great frequency.
  


20   And it's generally when they are feeding and breeding, not
  


21   necessarily migrating, but when they are feeding and
  


22   breeding you see them oblivious to a lot of things.  We
  


23   know about the big deflections of whales from seismic work
  


24   here, mid Beaufort, during migration.  Over in Canada they
  


25   are considerably less.  And so anyway, this is -- this is
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 1   a big problem.  And if there is a lot of shipping
  


 2   associated with oil and gas activity -- and Arctic
  


 3   shipping, of course, is beyond the -- well, it should be
  


 4   included in the cumulative analysis, but there will be --
  


 5   there will be problems in here.  It's just a matter of the
  


 6   magnitude of it.
  


 7             Local knowledge, as much as you possibly can
  


 8   include that in the EIS, we have innumerable examples of
  


 9   where local knowledge has been proven correct by
  


10   scientific studies.  Most recent is the bowhead's ability
  


11   to smell in their olfaction.  And you pick up any
  


12   textbooks, it says cetaceans are incapable of it.  The
  


13   locals have been telling us for years that they can smell,
  


14   and we have completed a recent study that confirmed that,
  


15   at least looking at the anatomy and the gene expression,
  


16   that sort of thing.
  


17             And then Rosemary mentioned something
  


18   interesting about displacement of subsistence activity
  


19   like in the Prudhoe -- let's see here.  This is Kuparuk
  


20   and Prudhoe area.  And as far as I know, this area that
  


21   was formerly inhabited by local people and a lot of
  


22   hunting took place, a lot of homes scattered through here,
  


23   old sod homes, I think there is virtually no hunting in
  


24   there, is that correct?  So arguably one of the biggest
  


25   impacts of the oil industry has been people.
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 1             And that's -- you will have formal comments to
  


 2   all this from the Borough and our wildlife department, but
  


 3   just a couple points to consider.  Thank you.
  


 4                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.
  


 5   I don't know, Robert.  I think a collective work of a map
  


 6   during a meeting is more of a learning experience than the
  


 7   fancy ones consultants use.
  


 8                   MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  How about both?
  


 9                   MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Let me play the devil's
  


10   advocate and say I support drilling and I want to work
  


11   with you.  And I want to know how the oil companies are
  


12   going to get to and from their site.  I want to help you
  


13   out and get that done.  And I want to help you out and
  


14   figure out a way out to export that oil out of there.
  


15   Where is that information?  We never get that information.
  


16   That's one of the biggest impacts that you will be
  


17   impacted from is the actual development of that lease sale
  


18   site.
  


19             And I support you on developing that site and
  


20   making sure we have the best oil spill response plan in
  


21   the whole wide world, and I talk to my people and I tell
  


22   them this is the best, and this is how they are going to
  


23   export the oil and this is how they are going to access
  


24   the site.  Where is that information?
  


25             And I would even appease the mayor and tell him
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 1   there will be no drilling discharge.  And I'm going to
  


 2   work with you.  I'm going to be your new best friend.
  


 3   Where is all this information that I need to work with you
  


 4   to make sure this goes right, this is done right?  There
  


 5   is going to be an 80-mile pipeline under the Chukchi Sea
  


 6   from, what, those Burger or Klondike, from there to
  


 7   Wainwright and then from Wainwright to Pump Station 1?  Is
  


 8   that the big plan?
  


 9             And then in the event of an oil spill, who is
  


10   going to come and help us?  The military?  They are going
  


11   to pull them out of the Middle East and they will come and
  


12   help us?  What are we going to do?  I'm your new best
  


13   friend.  You tell me.
  


14             No zero discharge in the ocean.  We are going to
  


15   have a hub in Wainwright.  We are going to have a pipeline
  


16   undersea.  We are going to connect to Pump Station 4,
  


17   whatever.  Realistically we will only operate from July to
  


18   October, realistically, if I'm your oil person.  That's
  


19   only possible due to life health safety measures we are
  


20   going to have to take.
  


21             So could you compromise?  Would you compromise
  


22   and say, okay, we support it?  Let's give them what they
  


23   want.  Zero discharge.  No discharge in the Arctic Ocean.
  


24             Those crystalline silica drilling muds are
  


25   cancer-causing chemicals that settle to the bottom of the
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 1   ocean.  And I seen a presentation; all the little
  


 2   creatures, the little critters, whatever, they hibernate
  


 3   three to four feet down in the muds of the ocean.  They
  


 4   had drilled a four-foot-by-four-foot-by-four-foot deep
  


 5   piece of mud from the ocean, and they expected to find
  


 6   nothing but mud.  But no, they found all these little
  


 7   critters hibernating in the bottom of that mud in the
  


 8   Arctic Ocean.
  


 9             So would you guys even compromise at all?  Would
  


10   you guys give up your NPDES permit?  Would you guys say
  


11   they support it?  Let's compromise.  Let's go along with
  


12   their zero drilling request.  How will you be able to
  


13   compromise with us?
  


14                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Is that a question?
  


15                   MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Yes.
  


16                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The permit isn't --
  


17   doesn't belong to our agency.  It belongs to the
  


18   permittees.  In the recent case, it was Shell.  And they
  


19   did for the Beaufort alter their revised plan to go to a
  


20   true zero discharge scenario, but they didn't receive an
  


21   air permit, so they canceled their drilling operation.
  


22             So from their perspective -- I read today in one
  


23   of the commerce journals here in Alaska Shell says they
  


24   have 30 -- had 34 permits but did not have an air permit,
  


25   so --
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 1             But going back to your initial recommendation,
  


 2   will we work with you?  Yes.  Will we cooperate with you
  


 3   and, for example, ICAS?  Yes.  ICAS is a federally
  


 4   recognized tribe, of course, and federally recognized
  


 5   tribes can be cooperating agencies when we are preparing
  


 6   an environmental impact statement.  So yes, and yes.
  


 7             With respect to development, we haven't had a
  


 8   development plan presented to us yet.  There is no
  


 9   development in the Outer Continental Shelf.  Liberty, the
  


10   proposed Liberty project, Northstar through horizontal
  


11   drilling, gets at a federal deposit, but there is no true
  


12   development anywhere in Alaska's OCS.
  


13             I want to go to somebody if anybody else has any
  


14   comments that has not spoken yet.
  


15                   MR. DONALD CARROLL:  Donald Carroll.  My
  


16   major concern is oil spills in the ocean.  The Prince
  


17   William Sound and the Gulf of Mexico oil spills have shown
  


18   that oil spills are very real and maybe even likely.  If
  


19   there is an oil spill, it will be very hard to clean the
  


20   spill up in the Arctic.
  


21             Part of the reason I'm concerned is because of a
  


22   science fair project that I did last year.  The project
  


23   was called "Cleaning Up Oil Spill in Ice-Infested Waters."
  


24   I tested the effect of temperature and ice on two ways of
  


25   cleaning up oil.  One of those was burning oil and the
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 1   other technique was using petroleum absorbent material to
  


 2   soak up the oil.
  


 3             In the oil burning experiment, we poured a
  


 4   measured amount of North Slope crude oil into a pan of
  


 5   saltwater and weighed the pan with the oil and water in
  


 6   it.  The oil floated on the surface of the water, and we
  


 7   used a torch to burn the oil.  When the oil stopped
  


 8   burning, we applied the torch to it again in order to burn
  


 9   as much as possible.  When it was done burning, we weighed
  


10   the pan again with the water and remaining oil residue in
  


11   it and compared the weights.  We did this with room
  


12   temperature water (18 degrees centigrade), water that was
  


13   near freezing, (zero degrees centigrade), and cold water
  


14   that had broken ice stirred into it.
  


15             The results were surprising.  In the room
  


16   temperature water, only 35 percent of the oil burned.  For
  


17   water that was near the freezing point, only 16 percent
  


18   burned.  For cold water mixed with ice, only 11 percent of
  


19   the oil burned.  There was always a lot of black gunk in
  


20   the water that would not burn.
  


21             I was surprised how little of the oil burned.
  


22   Even in warm water conditions, less than half of it
  


23   burned.  And when the water was cold and had ice in it, an
  


24   even smaller percent burned.
  


25             Another problem with burning oil is air


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







72


  
 1   pollution.  In addition, there was just an article in the
  


 2   newspaper that in the Gulf of Mexico there is lots of ash
  


 3   and residue on the bottom of the ocean from burning oil
  


 4   there.
  


 5             We had a better success rate cleaning up the oil
  


 6   with the absorbent material.  We were able to collect up
  


 7   to 79 percent of the oil using absorbent pads, but when
  


 8   there was ice and water only, 50 percent of the oil was
  


 9   absorbed.  In addition, it would be very difficult to even
  


10   get to the oil in a real oil spill if there was ice in the
  


11   area.
  


12             From the results of my experiment, I think it
  


13   would be very difficult to clean up an oil spill in the
  


14   Arctic.
  


15             In your environmental impact statement, you
  


16   should address all current techniques for cleaning up oil
  


17   spills and how effective they would or would not be in the
  


18   Arctic; the need for a major research program to improve
  


19   our ability to clean up oil spills in the Arctic;
  


20   everything that could be done to reduce the chances of
  


21   having an oil spill.
  


22             I have a couple more comments to add.  I mean, I
  


23   know that drilling oil gives countries lots and lots of
  


24   money, and the United States would -- it would be good for
  


25   us to have the money, but if you do spill here, you could
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 1   create major problems.  And I mean, they might shut it
  


 2   down and make it less money.  The people here, we are
  


 3   getting more and more out of our tradition, and there is
  


 4   not -- money is not helping that much, probably.
  


 5             I guess it just might be a better place to stay
  


 6   away from, especially offshore drilling, in my opinion.
  


 7             That's all I have to say.
  


 8                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Not a bad place to end
  


 9   this meeting.  Thank you very much.  And I'm glad that you
  


10   took an interest in this business to do that project.  I
  


11   think your results were consistent with what the
  


12   government spent a lot more money than you did to
  


13   determine.  But my understanding is your percentages are
  


14   right on the money.  So very good work.  And barring any
  


15   other questions or comments -- okay.
  


16             Sorry, sir.  Did you have your hand up earlier?
  


17   I didn't see it.
  


18                   MR. PATRICK SUVLA:  No.  My name is
  


19   Patrick Suvla, S-U-V-L-A.  You have been collecting
  


20   information from us for how long and we don't even know if
  


21   there is any studies going on in the ocean, like studies
  


22   on the current.  And from what the news says, it would be
  


23   a lot easier to clean the oil spill if there is any up
  


24   here.
  


25             Now, look, they say it's a lot shallower here,
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 1   and it would make an oil spill easier to clean.  If you
  


 2   fill up a bathtub and the water starts at the bottom, the
  


 3   waves are a lot going in one direction.  The more it gets
  


 4   full, the waves get less.  And I'm sure that's how our
  


 5   ocean would be if there is an oil spill.  There will be a
  


 6   lot of waves out there for people trying to clean up an
  


 7   oil spill.  And I don't know how long that dispersant is
  


 8   going to last down in the Gulf, but I think they will have
  


 9   a lot of mud balls to gather up within that time.
  


10             And last -- they sent guys from the seismic on
  


11   Monday -- was it Monday?  Friday.  Saturday.  And I asked
  


12   them a question on what happens after the seismic is done,
  


13   have they gone back and checked on the plants or whatever
  


14   our small mammals eat down at the bottom of the ocean.
  


15   They said they never checked back.  Now, there has got to
  


16   be some damage done on the bottom with that seismic.
  


17             And with all the currents we have up here, if
  


18   there is an oil spill and it's dark and by the time we get
  


19   daylight, which way are they going to start cleaning up,
  


20   the east or west?  Because we have got a lot of currents
  


21   out there.  You got to -- you got to be here when it's
  


22   breakup.  You will see ice going one way and a little
  


23   further out going in a different direction.  So if there
  


24   is an oil spill out there, with all those currents going
  


25   on, which way are the -- are you going to send your boats?
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 1             And that's all I got.  Thank you.
  


 2                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.
  


 3                   MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  This process
  


 4   is looking at oil and gas leasing, but there is other
  


 5   modes of energy development that are being developed in
  


 6   the oceans.  There is no assessment in this process that's
  


 7   looking at different parts of the ocean that may be very
  


 8   beneficial to consider for utilizing for specific types of
  


 9   cleaner, nondamaging type of impacts without the risks of
  


10   contaminating our ocean.  And those kinds of assessments
  


11   are not in any of these areas.
  


12             There are certain areas in the Arctic that are
  


13   encouraged to -- us to look at for other types of
  


14   development processes that is necessary for other areas of
  


15   usage.  Some of those things are important for our full
  


16   assessment of the usage of the processes that are here.
  


17   If we are not looking at everything such as ocean energy
  


18   management processes that are out there, then it affects
  


19   what we are looking at and ways that we could be looking
  


20   at using certain areas in better ways, less impacting.
  


21             Thanks.
  


22                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Let me just ask a
  


23   question on that.  Are you saying that the agency should
  


24   in part -- as part of this exercise, this effort to comply
  


25   with NEPA, that we should examine the potential for wind,
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 1   wave, tidal energy along with oil and gas energy, and then
  


 2   the wind, wave, and tidal energy would provide energy to
  


 3   the communities who are most at risk if and when oil and
  


 4   gas activities occurred?
  


 5                   MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  Okay.  At this
  


 6   hour of day and night, there is a lot of ways that you
  


 7   could look at these processes, and the reality is there is
  


 8   a lot of things that are out there that could affect
  


 9   decisionmaking processes.  And we need to look at all the
  


10   different factors that can help us make the best judgments
  


11   for this area.
  


12             The risks for us and the damages to our ocean
  


13   are a reality of any of these proposals.  And if we are
  


14   looking at some of these other considerations, it might
  


15   offset some of the decisions that are -- we are being
  


16   forced upon.
  


17                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.
  


18                   MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Craig George, for the
  


19   record again.  I liked your comments about the report -- I
  


20   forgot the name of it -- on the Deepwater Horizon spill.
  


21                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Presidential
  


22   Commission report?
  


23                   MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Right.  That one that
  


24   identified complacency as the main culprit resulting in
  


25   the spill.  Then you alluded to gun safety rules, which I


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







77


  
 1   thought was actually a good way to approach it.  You have
  


 2   hard and fast rules that you can't break in order to
  


 3   prevent another one.
  


 4             But could you comment just a little further on
  


 5   how -- how fighting the normal human tendency towards
  


 6   complacency will be integrated into leasing plans?  If
  


 7   that's too much, that's fine.
  


 8                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I've never thought
  


 9   about it in the context of leasing plans, but I've
  


10   certainly thought about it in the context of drilling
  


11   operations and well control specifically.  And you know,
  


12   there are some entities -- activities out there.  For
  


13   example, explosive ordnance disposal, that business,
  


14   that's a business -- I did it for ten years in the Navy --
  


15   you never brag about your safety record or your
  


16   environmental responsibility record, either.  Never.  The
  


17   first time I heard it bragged about in this context, in
  


18   this occupation, I literally felt myself shaking.  And I
  


19   don't really scare easily.  There's something wrong here.
  


20             Nuclear power, at least some nuclear power
  


21   programs, the Navy's, for example -- I'm biased towards
  


22   the Navy.  I know about the Navy.  Not necessarily
  


23   completely accident free, but no major accidents in the
  


24   Navy nuclear power program.
  


25             The point is through vigilance, which is the
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 1   opposite of complacency, you can avoid -- could have
  


 2   avoided the Deepwater Horizon spill if the cause -- and I
  


 3   believe it was primarily complacency, numerous acts of
  


 4   complacency.  And that can be avoided.  So I don't know if
  


 5   it's possible to say that with unprecedented and
  


 6   consistent vigilance and all of the technology working the
  


 7   right way and the right location if you are -- if your
  


 8   risk is zero even then because Mother Nature -- and we are
  


 9   dealing with Mother Nature when they are drilling into
  


10   these deposits.
  


11             But with respect to Deepwater Horizon, it could
  


12   have been prevented with vigilance.  And vigilance is
  


13   always higher right after an accident.  The airline
  


14   industry has proven that and all of these things.
  


15                   MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Exactly.
  


16                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  My hope is that my
  


17   agency will evolve into what will become two agencies, one
  


18   in particular who is not going to worry about the
  


19   lawsuits, the environmental analysis, the public
  


20   processes, but will be focusing on the industry.
  


21                   MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Like Doreen mentioned.
  


22                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The inspectors that
  


23   Doreen wants to meet and talk to, yes, those people, those
  


24   people who are going to step aboard a platform if
  


25   exploration takes place in 2012.  It won't take place in
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 1   2011 because no one is going to explore.  But in 2012, for
  


 2   example, I think it's fair to say that our agency -- you
  


 3   requested it, so you see the face of -- by then they
  


 4   should be employees of the Bureau of Safety and
  


 5   Environmental Enforcement so people can have some
  


 6   confidence because, remember I said right at the very
  


 7   beginning, restore the public's trust in this agency;
  


 8   that's the overarching goal of the Administration.  So
  


 9   yes.  A lot of work to do.
  


10                   MR. ROY AHMAOGAK:  Roy Ahmaogak, for the
  


11   record.  You know, we always -- no matter how much we
  


12   scream and holler at the agencies, history always repeats
  


13   itself with these agencies.  We opposed eastern Beaufort
  


14   Sea lease sale in the past.  We scream and holler at the
  


15   top of our lungs, but still agency would do the lease
  


16   sale.  And you know, history will repeat itself over and
  


17   over.  No matter how much we scream and holler, your
  


18   agency will open it all up just -- it's going to happen
  


19   regardless of how much we scream and holler at you guys.
  


20             You guys can tell us that there will be sound
  


21   technology that -- you can't speak for the oil industry.
  


22   You have no right to tell me that they are going to do a
  


23   good job.  There is no way in the world that you are going
  


24   to speak for the oil industry.  You know, history will
  


25   repeat itself over and over that regardless of how much we
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 1   scream and holler, the lease sale will proceed,
  


 2   regardless.
  


 3             We have got guys here that have been up here for
  


 4   30 years, and they are still learning new stuff.  You guys
  


 5   have been here three or four times.  At least spend some
  


 6   time with the community and learn.  We opposed offshore
  


 7   drilling from the beginning and we will always oppose it
  


 8   to the end.
  


 9             Thank you.
  


10                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  Okay.  You
  


11   get the last word.
  


12                   MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  Lois Epstein.  But also
  


13   thanking the community of Barrow for hosting this meeting
  


14   and for all the people who came and said such useful --
  


15   made such useful comments to the federal government.
  


16             But I just wanted to add on the -- the cause of
  


17   the Deepwater Horizon is something I paid a lot of
  


18   attention to.  I just finished a book by a Houston
  


19   Chronicle reporter, and it's easy to say it's complacency,
  


20   but there really is a lot of issues associated with the
  


21   companies involved.
  


22             BP had Texas City where many people were killed
  


23   in a refinery in 2005.  They had the onshore pipeline
  


24   problems in 2006 in Alaska.  And each time BP said we are
  


25   going to reform our culture, we are going to reform our
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 1   culture, and there still was obviously problems in the
  


 2   Deepwater Horizon.  Halliburton did not do the tests that
  


 3   they should have done.  They misinterpreted the negative
  


 4   pressure test.
  


 5             You know, no matter how good the enforcement is
  


 6   on the part of BOEMRE -- and I can think of many cases it
  


 7   can get better -- there is going to be some quick
  


 8   decisions that are made by industry that it's going to be
  


 9   very hard for the regulators to be engaged in.
  


10             So my only point here is that we can do better,
  


11   but there is always going to be some risks, and those are
  


12   the policy calls that have to be made.  So the concerns
  


13   that have been raised today about, you know, the small but
  


14   very real possibility of a major problem have to be
  


15   considered by the decisionmakers.
  


16             Thank you.
  


17                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  All right.
  


18   You get the last word.
  


19                   MR. WASKA WILLIAMS:  Waska Williams, for
  


20   the record.  I'll speak as a subsistence hunter.  You
  


21   know, there has been the Borough representatives around
  


22   here, but I don't know if they mentioned -- I don't know
  


23   if anybody else mentioned -- I was here a little bit late.
  


24             But IEWC is upon us here shortly.  And the
  


25   decision that IEWC places upon the United States is
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 1   real.
  


 2                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  You talking about the
  


 3   International Whaling Commission?
  


 4                   MR. WASKA WILLIAMS:  Yes.  You know, the
  


 5   quota system for our subsistence is up for grabs.  Now,
  


 6   you know, the planning areas are coming upon us, too, over
  


 7   here.  Is BOEMRE going to place any sanctions for, I
  


 8   should say, maybe through the oil companies monies up
  


 9   front already in an event of a major spill?
  


10             I'll give you an example.  IEWC doesn't give us
  


11   a quota.  Now our subsistence way of life is in jeopardy.
  


12   Alongside your upcoming lease sale, in the event that a
  


13   major spill happens, our way of life is in jeopardy
  


14   already right there.
  


15             Whaling.  Now, that's not the only subsistence
  


16   needs or resources that we gather.  There is walruses,
  


17   there is the seals, there is the beluga whales and the
  


18   fish.
  


19             Now, are you going to have the companies place
  


20   the amount of money to keep us going just in case there is
  


21   no more whaling for us?  Or the subsistence impacts that
  


22   once there is a spill, that there are monies for us to
  


23   gather food from your area, the beef, pork, chicken, what
  


24   have you?  Are you going to place that to the burden to
  


25   the companies up front already?
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 1             2012 come right up here shortly, and IEWC
  


 2   meetings are coming right up.  They are very real.  And
  


 3   it's very scary when I hear of these things as a
  


 4   subsistence hunter.  These kind of things that we ingest
  


 5   for ourselves bring so much joy, so much.  I tell you this
  


 6   much.  I think because of my Native foods, I show up to
  


 7   work every day.  I have not missed a day.  That's what I
  


 8   think of these things, versus the hamburgers, the chicken,
  


 9   what have you that causes sickness amongst the Native
  


10   people.
  


11             And right now there is so much cancer going on.
  


12   Where is it coming from?  Have these studies been studied?
  


13   What is causing cancer so much amongst our old people up
  


14   here?  So much.  It's happening too much.  And I have not
  


15   heard yet of that study why so much cancer going on.
  


16             You know, pros and cons again.  But the truth
  


17   is, are you going to promise us and make the companies put
  


18   up front monies to protect us up here?  Thank you.
  


19                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  I would
  


20   like to thank everybody for coming, spending your holiday
  


21   with us to provide very substantive and helpful comments
  


22   to assist us in preparing this environmental impact
  


23   statement.  Just to let you know, we will try to make it
  


24   tomorrow to Nuiqsut, then continue on to Kaktovik,
  


25   complete the Alaska scoping meetings at the end of the
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 1   week in Anchorage.  We are going to try to hold government
  


 2   to government consultation meetings with the Native
  


 3   Village of Point Hope and the Native Village of Point --
  


 4   or the ICAS before the deadline for preparing a scoping
  


 5   report, if we can.  We may have to hold teleconference
  


 6   calls with those organizations.
  


 7             So please join me in crossing your fingers for
  


 8   good weather to the east of us for tomorrow so that we can
  


 9   get into those communities.
  


10             Thank you again, and have a very nice evening.
  


11              (Proceedings adjourned at 9:37 p.m.)
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            1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S



            2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Good evening.  Thank 



            3    you very much for coming.  My name is Jeffery Loman.  I'm 



            4    the Deputy Regional Director of the Bureau of Ocean Energy 



            5    Management, Regulation and Enforcement in Anchorage.  And 



            6    I'm going to start by introducing some of our team members 



            7    that are here tonight, starting with flying Tim.  



            8                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  My name's Tim Holder.  I 



            9    am with BOEMRE based in Washington, D.C., and my title is 



           10    Arctic liaison, and I keep track of environmental issues.



           11                    MR. MIKE ROUTHIER:  My name is Mike 



           12    Routhier.  I work on environmental analysis in the 



           13    Anchorage office.  



           14                    MR. STEVE TEXTORIS:  I'm Steve Textoris.  



           15    I'm in the same bureau, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, 



           16    Regulation and Enforcement in Washington, D.C., and I'm 



           17    the D.C. Acting Leasing Specialist, chief.  



           18                    MR. BOB SEBASTIAN:  Hi.  I'm Bob 



           19    Sebastian.  I'm visiting from the Gulf Region office in 



           20    New Orleans, and I'm currently working in Anchorage for a 



           21    couple of weeks as Acting Regional Supervisor for leasing 



           22    and environment.  Thank you.  



           23                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Good evening.  I'm Mike 



           24    Haller.  I'm the community liaison for the Alaska Region.  



           25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good evening.  My name's 
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            1    Jim Kendall.  Up until January 1st I was the chief of the 



            2    environmental division for BOEMRE in headquarters, but 



            3    since then I'm the Acting Regional Director for the Alaska 



            4    OCS Region.  



            5                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  And our court reporter 



            6    tonight is Mary Vavrik.  I wanted to introduce ourselves 



            7    so that during the break, if we go a long time tonight or 



            8    at the end of the meeting, you will be able to know who to 



            9    ask questions to.  Some people like to ask questions 



           10    one-on-one after the meeting.  



           11              And that's what we are all here for.  We are 



           12    here to learn and answer your questions, especially about 



           13    the agency's effort to fulfill its requirements under the 



           14    Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, which requires us to 



           15    develop a five-year program for offshore oil and gas 



           16    leasing.  And this program is for the years 2012 through 



           17    2017.  And quite simply, because this is considered a 



           18    major federal action pursuant to the National 



           19    Environmental Policy Act, we are going to prepare an 



           20    environmental impact statement, a programmatic 



           21    environmental impact statement for that five-year program.  



           22              It's a national program, but we are probably 



           23    going to focus primarily on what you're concerned about, 



           24    and that's the Arctic.  



           25              In the Alaska OCS, the decision was made to put 
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            1    on the planning table for potential offshore oil and gas 



            2    lease sales three areas:  The Cook Inlet, which has been a 



            3    special interest only area in the last five-year plan.  We 



            4    expect that that will remain the same unless we hear 



            5    something that would be very surprising to us because 



            6    there hasn't been any interest expressed by industry or 



            7    anyone else, for that matter, for oil and gas leasing in 



            8    the Cook Inlet, other than the State of Alaska, and just a 



            9    general desire to keep it on the table.  And so we go out 



           10    annually and we attempt to find out whether or not there 



           11    is any interest in holding offshore oil and gas leases in 



           12    the Cook Inlet.  So that's that.  



           13              And more importantly tonight, seeing as we are 



           14    in Barrow, are the two areas in the Arctic that are on the 



           15    planning table:  A planning area in the Beaufort Sea and a 



           16    planning area in the Chukchi Sea.  As I think just about 



           17    everybody knows, there has been oil and gas leasing more 



           18    extensively in the Beaufort Sea.  There are current active 



           19    leases in the Beaufort, not as many as there were at the 



           20    beginning of this last five-year planning period.  There 



           21    have been quite a large number of relinquishments in the 



           22    Beaufort Sea.  Companies have relinquished their leases.  



           23              And there are 460 leases in the Chukchi Sea, all 



           24    gained from one oil and gas lease sale that took place in 



           25    February of 2008, Chukchi's lease sale 193.  There have 
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            1    been 30 exploration wells drilled in the Beaufort Sea.  



            2    There have been five exploration wells drilled in the 



            3    Chukchi Sea.  There have been no exploration wells drilled 



            4    at all in the Alaska OCS in the last eight years, going on 



            5    nine years.  With Shell's announcement that they will not 



            6    move ahead with exploration in this next open water 



            7    season, we will have gone at that point in time nine years 



            8    with zero exploration Alaska's OCS, unprecedented time 



            9    period of no exploration in the OCS in Alaska since the 



           10    very beginning of exploration drilling in Alaska.  



           11              I'm just going to say one just brief thing about 



           12    the planning areas in the Arctic.  They are a clean slate.  



           13    Unlike the past where the past Administrations have 



           14    proposed to hold specific numbers of oil and gas lease 



           15    sales in the Chukchi, for example, in the Beaufort, for 



           16    example, we have no preconceived amount, if any, oil and 



           17    gas lease sales in either of those planning areas.  So 



           18    it's a blank slate.  It basically starts really with the 



           19    no action decision not to hold any oil and gas lease 



           20    sales, which is required to be analyzed under the 



           21    provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act, NEPA.  



           22              So what we are really here tonight for is to get 



           23    your comments about the potential for oil and gas leasing 



           24    in the years 2012 through 2017 in the Chukchi and the 



           25    Beaufort Sea.  This is going to be our third public 
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            1    hearing.  We plan on continuing on and holding a public 



            2    hearing in Nuiqsut and Kaktovik and Anchorage.  We were 



            3    weathered out of Point Lay and Point Hope last week, 



            4    unfortunately.  



            5              Some of the things that we have heard in 



            6    Kotzebue and Wainwright, for example, is people are very 



            7    concerned about the lack of infrastructure, specifically 



            8    infrastructure to support oil spill response, lack of 



            9    Coast Guard presence, and specifically a port and a Coast 



           10    Guard base within close proximity or in the Arctic.  



           11    People are very concerned about that.  People are very 



           12    concerned about a major oil spill in the Arctic and the 



           13    ability of industry to effectively clean it up.  Fresh in 



           14    everyone's mind is the Deepwater -- understandably, the 



           15    Deepwater Horizon spill in the Gulf of Mexico.  



           16              And so we have heard extensive amounts of 



           17    concern with respect to industry's ability to respond 



           18    effectively to a major oil spill in the kinds of 



           19    conditions that I know you are all aware of that exist in 



           20    the Arctic.  In general, people think that it's very 



           21    important for the Coast Guard to establish presence for 



           22    infrastructure to be in place before those kinds of risks, 



           23    the activities that would risk a major oil spill would 



           24    occur.  People have told us that in all of the 



           25    communities.  
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            1              At the same time, people have said that they 



            2    support responsible offshore oil and gas activities, 



            3    development, the extraction of those resources, but only 



            4    if it can be done safely and environmentally responsibly.  



            5              Those are the primary things we have heard.  And 



            6    if there aren't any questions about the National 



            7    Environmental Policy Act, what it means, the Outer 



            8    Continental Shelf Lands Act, I think most of the folks 



            9    here understand what those provisions call for.  That's 



           10    why we are here.  But if you have any questions, please 



           11    feel free to ask.  We would be happy to answer those 



           12    questions.  Any other questions about the five-year 



           13    planning process, we will be happy to take those 



           14    questions.  Please feel free to ask them now.  But 



           15    otherwise we will go ahead and take people's comments if 



           16    people would like to comment on the five-year proposal.  



           17              Yes, Robert.



           18                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  My name is Robert 



           19    Suydam.  Just a clarification.  Do you have a map showing 



           20    where the active leases are in the two -- in the two 



           21    Arctic planning areas?  



           22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Do we have it with us?  



           23                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Let me -- I'm not sure 



           24    that I have it with me.



           25                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  We have been using 
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            1    them as handouts.



            2                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  It seems like that 



            3    would be helpful for kind of considering what leases may 



            4    need to go forward here in the next five-year plan.  



            5                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Well, you mean which 



            6    leases will still be active?



            7                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  How many active leases 



            8    there are now and whether there is need for additional 



            9    leasing or whatnot.  



           10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Right.  If you could, 



           11    share that and pass it around so people can get an idea.  



           12    Those maps are available on-line in addition to the 



           13    handout if you want to look at them later.  I would just 



           14    say, because I was going to mention this, the Chukchi Sea 



           15    sale 193 proposal had several alternatives.  The existing 



           16    planning area, the one that they held the lease sale in, 



           17    has a 25-mile exclusion zone between the coast and the 



           18    planning area.  



           19              There was another alternative that was 



           20    considered but not adopted, and that called for a wider 



           21    exclusion zone, 50 miles.  And that was recommended by the 



           22    resource agencies, Fish & Wildlife Service and the 



           23    National Marine Fisheries Service.  Secretary of the 



           24    Interior at the time did not adopt that proposal, but 



           25    after the lease sale was said and done, what we saw were 
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            1    leases -- except for three.  They happen to be Conoco 



            2    Phillip leases -- but there were three leases that 



            3    protruded into that larger exclusion zone.  



            4              So what does that mean?  It means we came very 



            5    close to ending up with the alternative that was 



            6    recommended by Fish & Wildlife Service and NMFS.  We did 



            7    get a recommendation to -- from one of the folks in one of 



            8    the scoping meetings on this round to adopt that wider 



            9    exclusion zone for any future oil and gas leasing and -- 



           10    in the Chukchi Sea.  



           11              So what is proposed does not always end up being 



           12    reality.  There were many more oil and gas lease sales 



           13    proposed in this last five-year plan that did not occur.  



           14    If you remember, probably for those of you that have 



           15    attended some of these meetings a couple years ago on the 



           16    Arctic multi-sale, sale 209, sale 211, sale 214 -- not 



           17    14 -- 211, 217, 221, two in the Beaufort, two in the 



           18    Chukchi, those sales were canceled.  So -- and then in the 



           19    North Aleutian Basin, sale 214, that was completely 



           20    canceled and this Administration has decided not to 



           21    include the North Aleutian Basin, or Bristol Bay, for any 



           22    offshore oil and gas leasing activities whatsoever.  



           23              So the agency did a five-year plan, had many 



           24    more oil and gas lease sales adopted, but did not in the 



           25    end end up holding all of those oil and gas lease sales.  
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            1              Any other questions about NEPA, OCSLA, National 



            2    Environmental Policy Act, Outer Continental Shelf Lands 



            3    Act, or about our five-year planning process?  



            4              I'm sorry.  She will need your name.  If you 



            5    have anything in writing, like if your comments are in 



            6    writing, then you can leave them.  Mary wants them.    



            7                    MR. ROY AHMAOGAK:  Thank you.  My name is 



            8    Roy Ahmaogak.  My last name is A-H-M-A-O-G-A-K.  I'm a 



            9    resident of Barrow.  I'm also a citizen of the United 



           10    States and, of course, Alaska.  



           11              On your five-year plan that you are going to be 



           12    having, with the stuff that occurred in the Gulf of Alaska 



           13    [sic], you know, wasn't there stringent measures that they 



           14    had to follow, like blowout preventers?  I'm pretty sure 



           15    that they did their homework on the blowout preventers.  



           16    You know, up here in the Arctic Ocean, it's shallow and 



           17    what happened down there was deep.  The shallower the 



           18    water, the more the oil is going to spread even if there 



           19    was an oil spill.  I mean, wasn't the industry supposed to 



           20    take stringent measures and, you know, do their homework?  



           21    I'm pretty sure that, you know, blowout preventers work, 



           22    but we don't hear about them working.  



           23              Where does -- where does your agency stand on 



           24    the industry's technology?  I just -- I'm just curious, 



           25    you know, because it's so shallow up here, having a major 
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            1    blowout is just going to cover the whole ocean.  There is 



            2    no doubt about that.  You had Deepwater Horizon down 



            3    there.  It was massively deep, you know.  That's -- I 



            4    wanted to ask that question, what -- what is your agency 



            5    going to do or has done on the technology that oil 



            6    industry has saying that it's -- they cannot have an oil 



            7    spill?  And look what happened.  Thank you.  



            8                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  We have done some 



            9    things right off the bat, including change our name.  And 



           10    I don't mean that just to be funny.  The Administration 



           11    wants to create an agency that can restore the public's 



           12    trust.  That's the overarching goal.  But at the end of 



           13    this year, the proposal is to create two separate 



           14    agencies:  The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management and the 



           15    Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement.  The 



           16    Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement will focus 



           17    exclusively on regulating the industry on well control.  



           18              And when you think about it, I think we all 



           19    would agree that an oil spill in general is unacceptable 



           20    in the Arctic.  It's unacceptable anywhere, but it's 



           21    really unacceptable in the Arctic.  A major oil spill like 



           22    the Deepwater Horizon is unfathomable in the Arctic.  And 



           23    so the way that you are not going to have one -- it's 



           24    like -- it's like guns.  You will never shoot yourself if 



           25    you never point your gun at yourself.  Well, if we focus 
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            1    on well control and we do everything to force industry to 



            2    improve, enhance their well control capability, that's the 



            3    prevention of an oil spill that we are -- that we are 



            4    seeking.  And so that's our goal.  



            5              And this new agency with its exclusiveness, its 



            6    very narrow responsibility, the hope is that it will be 



            7    much more capable of doing it.  The equipment, all studies 



            8    and evaluations, including the Presidential Commission's 



            9    report are coming out.  There was nothing wrong with the 



           10    equipment.  It was complacency.  The primary cause of the 



           11    spill was complacency.  



           12                    MR. TODD SFORMO:  Todd Sformo.  My 



           13    question, sort of going along with Mr. Ahmaogak's 



           14    question, was in this upcoming -- in this updated 2012 



           15    plan, will you still be using the same definition of a 



           16    large -- however you define a large oil spill, will you 



           17    still be using that previous definition of what it takes 



           18    to be a large oil spill, or will you be using something 



           19    that's more maybe realistic, like the Gulf of Mexico 



           20    spill?  



           21                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  We expect it to be 



           22    larger, but not just because there was a large spill in 



           23    the Gulf of Mexico.  It would be larger because we know 



           24    more about these planning areas:  The geology, some 



           25    historical information from drilling that took place, for 
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            1    example, in the Klondike well, other things are taken into 



            2    account.  And we expect worst-case discharge scenarios to 



            3    be, in some areas that we expect exploration, to be pretty 



            4    large.



            5                    MR. TODD SFORMO:  Can you give a specific?  



            6                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  No, because I'll get 



            7    it wrong.  But larger than, I think, we have seen before.  



            8    That's what the resource geologists tell me.  I saw a 



            9    hand.



           10                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Robert Suydam again.  



           11    Just a follow-up to Todd's question.  In previous NEPA 



           12    documents, MMS didn't evaluate -- didn't include the 



           13    evaluation of a large oil spill in their assessments 



           14    because they stated the chances -- the probabilities of an 



           15    a large oil spill happening were so slim.  Is that the 



           16    approach that BOEMRE is going to take now or are they 



           17    using a different approach?  



           18                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I think it's safe to 



           19    say in one of the environmental reviews between the 



           20    five-year plan and the actual exploration, there will be 



           21    an analysis of a large oil spill that will include a 



           22    number that will be very credible, at least one full-blown 



           23    analysis, which will include projections on potential 



           24    damage, the ability to respond, clean up, and the amount 



           25    that would be cleaned up, and those kind of things that go 
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            1    along with that kind of analysis, yes.



            2                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Ben Greene, for the 



            3    record.  I want to nitpick on one of the words that you 



            4    just used in your answer there, and that word is 



            5    "analysis."  So looking at the March 2010 GAO report, a 



            6    report that you're certainly familiar with, looking at 



            7    then MMS' implementation of NEPA, at the time MMS stated 



            8    that it would respond to this and actually have turned 



            9    into the federal government a full report or a guidebook 



           10    of its NEPA implementation completed by, I think, December 



           11    31, 2010.  



           12              We haven't seen anything coming out there, and I 



           13    was just looking for an update for whether that document 



           14    is forthcoming or not.  



           15              And as long as I have the microphone, I'll trail 



           16    on Robert's question a little bit and --



           17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Hang on.  Let's get 



           18    somebody from Washington, D.C. to answer that question.  



           19    Who volunteers from Washington, D.C.?  No one.  



           20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It's moving forward.  A 



           21    lot of the document has been completed.  There are many 



           22    chapters that are being written right now, but it is quite 



           23    an undertaking, and we are pushing forward as fast as we 



           24    can.  We want to make sure that what is released to the 



           25    public is sound and correct.  
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            1                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Does it make sense to 



            2    move forward with the discussion of tonight's 



            3    conversation, the programmatic EIS, without that document 



            4    being finished?



            5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That is decided way 



            6    above us, but this current five-year plan ends in 2012, 



            7    and the Secretary cannot consider any leasing unless there 



            8    is another five-year plan in place.  So we still have time 



            9    to get the NEPA guidebook completed.  We are moving toward 



           10    that the same way we are instructed to continue with the 



           11    development of the next five-year plan.



           12                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Thank you.  



           13                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Did you have another 



           14    part?



           15                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Well, I was going to ask 



           16    whether in the programmatic EIS that had just begun, 



           17    whether the CEQ also had an investigation of the Deepwater 



           18    Horizon specifically looking at MMS' implementation of 



           19    NEPA as applied to the Macondo well.  And that 



           20    investigative report had some pretty strongly-worded 



           21    recommendations in terms of what the federal agency needs 



           22    to consider in its NEPA documentation.  



           23              And one of the things that the North Slope 



           24    Borough is very concerned about are significant 



           25    thresholds.  That is, what are the thresholds that 
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            1    determine whether a particular federal agency will pursue 



            2    an EIS versus an EA.  Now, I understand we are talking 



            3    about a programmatic EIS here.  So the question of EA is a 



            4    little bit in the background, although certainly tiering 



            5    from this EIS will become a large part of the next steps 



            6    to work toward lease sales.  So I wanted to ask whether 



            7    BOEMRE will be considering that CEQ investigation and the 



            8    report in this current EIS.  



            9                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Yeah.  The -- yes, the 



           10    answer is yes.  The answer to CEQ guidance, our NEPA folks 



           11    met with CEQ.  I don't know if CEQ initiated that 



           12    effort --



           13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.  



           14                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Of course.  And CEQ is 



           15    taking an interest in all of our NEPA work.  I can tell 



           16    you that we had a conference call with them at their 



           17    request to go over in detail like I've never seen it.  



           18    I've worked for three federal agencies.  I did NEPA work 



           19    for all three.  I've never seen that kind of scrutiny from 



           20    CEQ in any other context.  And I worked on controversial 



           21    and complex projects, did EAs and EISes for hazardous 



           22    waste facilities and hog farms and relicensing hydropower 



           23    projects and all kinds of different things that -- where 



           24    there was litigation and et cetera, but have never seen 



           25    this kind of scrutiny.  I won't say scrutiny.  Oversight.  
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            1              CEQ is paying very close attention to our NEPA 



            2    compliance.  And with respect to guidance, what I think 



            3    you will end up seeing in the NEPA implementation 



            4    procedures, except for a few idiosyncrasies that are 



            5    unique to our agency, the guidance has already been 



            6    written.  As you know, almost every federal agency has 



            7    NEPA implementation procedures, handbooks.  And there is a 



            8    wealth of guidance.  



            9              And with respect to the five-year plan, I know 



           10    we are going to do this better than any other five-year 



           11    plan because the North Slope Borough is going to be a 



           12    cooperating agency.  



           13                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Good evening.  My name 



           14    is Doreen Lampe.  I'd like to ask this question that I 



           15    asked your staff this afternoon.  And this has been 



           16    getting worse and worse every year.  Every time the oil 



           17    companies come up here and they create a new pipeline, 



           18    they create a new pad for development, they create areas 



           19    where the Native hunters are prohibited from carrying 



           20    firearms, and we are continuously losing more and more 



           21    ground to oil and gas development and infrastructure.  



           22              And AEWC has been the sole entity to try and 



           23    come up with a mechanism where we can tell the oil 



           24    companies time out.  We need a time-out to catch our 



           25    subsistence resources, our natural resources that we have 
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            1    depended on for all our existence.  MMS did not do their 



            2    job.  I was appalled at the news stories about MMS, the 



            3    bribes that they got from the oil companies.  



            4              ICAS had to sue MMS because there was just too 



            5    much goody, goody two-shoe connections between MMS and the 



            6    oil companies.  We had to sue to get our voices heard.  



            7    AEWC has been working hard to create a mechanism to tell 



            8    these oil companies that you allow to drill for oil and 



            9    gas on these lease sales that you permit and allow to 



           10    happen.  You allow it to happen.  That is a big impact 



           11    already.  Is it in the EIS?  No, I don't think so.  Is it 



           12    in any draft EIS?  No.  



           13              You just thank AEWC for doing your job.  That is 



           14    a big impact on all our coastal villages.  And I'm 



           15    appalled that you guys are already coming back up here so 



           16    soon.  The sole survivor of the Gulf of Mexico Deepwater 



           17    Horizon said he tried to warn the oil companies.  He tried 



           18    to warn them, the government.  Who was there to listen at 



           19    the government?  They are getting big fancy bribes from 



           20    them.  They turn the other cheek.  Who is there to listen 



           21    to the little guy?  Who?  



           22              Where is those field inspectors that you 



           23    promised all these people?  You are going to have a great 



           24    new system.  We don't even -- haven't even met your field 



           25    inspectors yet, and you are already coming back up here 
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            1    with some kind of a grandiose plan, that zero tolerance 



            2    crap.  That does not work.  



            3              You try and tell these oil companies to come up 



            4    here December, January, February.  Tell them to come up 



            5    here.  Stay out there in their lease sale for one week.  



            6    See how they are going to survive in that weather out with 



            7    that ice coming in, jamming our coast up, south wind 



            8    bringing all that jam in there, ivu.  



            9              I want to know when you guys are going to take 



           10    the ball and run and carry that CAA agreement on your 



           11    shoulders.  Why do you put the burden on the Inupiat 



           12    people?  That is your burden.  That is the impact you 



           13    created.  That impact is hurting our communities.  And are 



           14    they in the impact statements, your proposed ones?  No, 



           15    nothing.  



           16              And that lone survivor of that Deepwater 



           17    Horizon, who did he have to go to for you guys to finally 



           18    listen?  Of all the problems that he figured out what was 



           19    going wrong and he barely jumped out and lived to tell the 



           20    tale.  What a miracle.  God blessed miracle, that man.  



           21    Not for the oil companies.  That man, I don't know if you 



           22    oil company people have banned him from even ever working 



           23    again, but you guys need to take the ball.  You guys need 



           24    to implement the CAA.  You guys are the one permitting 



           25    this and allowing it, and we are feeling the impacts.  And 
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            1    some of these oil companies don't even want to sign on 



            2    anymore.  



            3              And I want to know who are your field 



            4    inspectors.  Who are your enforcers?  I want to meet them 



            5    before you continue any of these meetings.  And this one 



            6    bad weather canceled how many of your village trips?  



            7    Every single one on the west side of Barrow.  One little 



            8    storm.  And you guys want to go up here and sell more 



            9    lease sales.  



           10              The National Coast Guard Commander Thad Allen, 



           11    he came up here before that incident happened.  He met 



           12    with our tribes.  He had a government to government 



           13    consultation with our tribes.  He was looking for a safe 



           14    harbor in case of storms.  He was checking out the North 



           15    Slope Borough inventory of the search and rescue aircrafts 



           16    and hangar and helicopters.  And they were impressed with 



           17    what little they saw.  Very little.  



           18              And the incidents that should happen up here, 



           19    nobody from Texas, Louisiana, they are not going to be 



           20    able to bring up their ships and put out no blowout well.  



           21    It's going to be only the U.S. Coast Guard.  How many 



           22    commercial vessels you guys have proposed in the beginning 



           23    was only one.  And after how many numerous cries in 



           24    meetings you guys are barely struggling to get two up 



           25    here.  That's not how Shell Oil should be doing business 
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            1    in the first place, and you guys had permitted it and 



            2    allowed it.  



            3              I want to know when you guys are going to take 



            4    the ball and carry on the efforts for CAAs before you do 



            5    any more lease sales.  That should not be the job of AEWC.  



            6    No.  That's your job, MMS, BOEMRE, whatever.  We are 



            7    impacted.  We are not on the impact statements.  



            8                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Did you want me to 



            9    answer those questions?  Which one?



           10                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  CAA.  



           11                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  CAA is an interesting 



           12    dilemma.  2007, the agency did an environmental assessment 



           13    for exploratory drilling proposed by Shell.  We were 



           14    challenged in the Ninth Circuit Court, and the court ruled 



           15    against the agency, found that it had not complied with -- 



           16    fully with the provisions of the National Environmental 



           17    Policy Act, and said this:  They said that the agency 



           18    couldn't rely on the provisions in the CAA, Conflict 



           19    Avoidance Agreement.  It's an agreement to avoid conflicts 



           20    between oil and gas activities and subsistence activities.  



           21    And the court said that the agencies, neither then MMS or 



           22    the National Marine Fisheries Service, could rely on it 



           23    because it wasn't a party to the agreement, and there was 



           24    nothing that it could do if the agreement wasn't reached 



           25    or breached.  
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            1              Then the court withdrew that decision.  And 



            2    Shell withdrew their exploration plan, and the court never 



            3    issued a new decision.  But they issued that decision.  



            4              So what does that mean?  It kind of means, well, 



            5    in my opinion -- and it's just my opinion.  It weakened 



            6    the ability of the CAA to be effective.  But the CAA, the 



            7    Court still found that it was an agreement between the 



            8    industry that signs it, particular companies, and the 



            9    AEWC.  And so the Court didn't go into whether or not that 



           10    was binding with respect to giving the AEWC the ability to 



           11    hold the companies legally responsible for any breach of 



           12    that agreement.  Didn't go into that.  Just said, then, 



           13    MMS, our agency, and the National Marine Fisheries Service 



           14    couldn't rely on it for mitigation.  



           15              It is the law under the Marine Mammal Protection 



           16    Act that the agencies, my agency, NMFS, that enforces the 



           17    Marine Mammal Protection Act or any agency can't approve 



           18    anything or allow anything to occur that would prohibit 



           19    the stock -- in the case of whales, for example, the stock 



           20    from being available for subsistence.  That's a provision 



           21    in the Marine Mammal Protection Act to specifically 



           22    protect subsistence activities.  And we intend to comply 



           23    with that provision and every other provision of the 



           24    Marine Mammal Protection Act.  



           25              And we intend to make sure that industry doesn't 
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            1    unreasonably interfere with subsistence activity of any 



            2    kind.  And we think it's significant, and significant with 



            3    respect for the purposes of NEPA that if any community 



            4    is -- their whaling activities are disrupted for even one 



            5    season, that's significant.  



            6              So Ben asked a question earlier -- maybe it was 



            7    Robert -- somebody, or both.  Everybody is pointing -- you 



            8    are raising your hand, somebody is pointing at you.  Okay.  



            9    Where is the -- what does the agency consider significant, 



           10    significant harm to the human environment.  One disruption 



           11    of whaling for one season by anyone, even only one 



           12    community, that's significant.  That's the bar.  We won't 



           13    approve anything that will disrupt whaling to any one 



           14    community for any one whaling season.



           15                    MS. EMMA POKON:  Can you clarify what you 



           16    mean by disrupt?  Is that one day or the entire season of 



           17    the hunt?  What?  I'm Emma Pokon.  I'm with the Borough.  



           18    I just was wondering if you could expand on what you meant 



           19    by disrupt.  



           20                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Disrupt as in taking 



           21    away the ability to whale during that season one day.  We 



           22    hope that it doesn't happen for one day.  We certainly 



           23    wouldn't knowingly allow industry to disrupt for one day 



           24    but, you know, come back and say they disrupted whaling 



           25    for one day, they crossed the bar, I think that's -- you 
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            1    are getting -- you are getting close to where the 



            2    reasonable line lies there.  



            3              1985, Shell admits they disrupted whaling.  We 



            4    wouldn't allow that to occur again, those activities.  And 



            5    the whaling captains and the people that were here, the 



            6    whaling crews, they all know what happened then, and those 



            7    kinds of activities by oil and gas would not be authorized 



            8    by our agency again.  



            9                    MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  Our 



           10    communities have worked on these processes for a long 



           11    time.  There is a lot of concern that has been expressed 



           12    through generations.  There also been generations of 



           13    impacts that have occurred and multiplied throughout this 



           14    process.  We have expressed concerns about health that 



           15    have affected us.  Air quality changes and continued 



           16    emissions related to the burned gas.  We have expressed 



           17    concerns about changes to the water affecting fish 



           18    migration passages.  We have complained about concerns to 



           19    changes to the land affecting migratory patterns of 



           20    animals that we depend on; yet many of our concerns have 



           21    not been taken to the heart of the understanding about 



           22    these issues.  



           23              Your discussion in response only heightens my 



           24    concern that it's not appropriate with your understanding 



           25    as to what our impacts are.  When we have one day of 
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            1    weather appropriate for whaling and it's preventing a 



            2    successful harvest, that is very devastating to some of 



            3    our village communities that rely on these resources for 



            4    the nourishment of our families for the winter season to 



            5    come.  When you have multiple species impacted and 



            6    affecting multiple families in these processes, that's 



            7    also very devastating to our communities when we are 



            8    trying to give our families a variety of nutritions from 



            9    the varieties of food that are necessary for our bodies to 



           10    consume in the ways that we consume them with the health 



           11    needs that we have.  



           12              We have had changes that have affected the 



           13    health of some of our foods already.  Early discussions 



           14    related to historic developments and contaminants 



           15    affecting fish and the way that this information was 



           16    presented to our communities was also very bad in the 



           17    process.  Taking a whole year to get it to the right 



           18    community that was closest to the impact was not 



           19    appropriate, as well as the design of the study not 



           20    looking at the way that our families consume these fish 



           21    and the way that it affects our sharing of these 



           22    resources, having the good new first tastes from the 



           23    grandparents to the grandchildren, developing the sharing 



           24    of these resources to learn the varieties of the body 



           25    parts that we consume in our processes.  All of these 
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            1    things are very important.  



            2              Teaching our families these stories of how to 



            3    prepare these things, but yet the value within the process 



            4    that is put before us does not take all of these factors 



            5    into consideration in this process.  And many of these 



            6    things lead to other reactions and social reactions and 



            7    negativity and other downtrodden efforts that cause a lot 



            8    of conflict.  



            9              But when we were working constantly and trying 



           10    to communicate all these efforts and they are never 



           11    enforced upon -- many of the documents that you have put 



           12    forward have changed all of our layers of understanding 



           13    what's supposed to be done in one area versus another area 



           14    with who is supposed to be receiving these concerns in the 



           15    right level in order to create a reaction that prevents 



           16    loss of harvesting and the sharing of these things.  When 



           17    we are having to constantly work in an effort to get the 



           18    communication to the process and making sure that all of 



           19    the stories that go with it affect the decisionmaking, 



           20    it's impossible because it's been broken down into so many 



           21    fragmentations, as well as your processes of dealing with 



           22    these developments.  



           23              You put some of these development plans with 



           24    minimal scenarios, and yet all of the piecemeals that are 



           25    supposed to be looking at the process do not get put into 
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            1    the studies that look at some of these impacts, all of 



            2    these things affect how we deal with this process.  We get 



            3    a lot of anger and frustration.  We get a lot of 



            4    repercussions in our daily lives as we are walking into 



            5    our stores and into our churches because we have people 



            6    that have had impacts to this process.  



            7              I went to seven villages on the North Slope last 



            8    year, and I had concerns at every community of health of 



            9    our foods, of our resources affecting the health of our 



           10    people.  We share these stories over and over in various 



           11    ways, but where does it go?  And the layers of the 



           12    processes to effect changes that prevent some of these 



           13    impacts.  



           14              You talked about some of the ways things have 



           15    been done and, yes, it's a flaring of an understanding, 



           16    but it's not a full understanding that you have.  Unless 



           17    we are continually there educating you in the process, 



           18    then your understanding gets changed and your process of 



           19    continuing with others in these decisionmaking processes, 



           20    you only give me greater concern.  There is a lot of 



           21    concern that's already there.  The breakdown of these 



           22    processes in trying to allow us to effectively be involved 



           23    in the process is not working very well.  It's only 



           24    causing us a lot of pain.  



           25              We have needs to continue our traditional and 
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            1    cultural activities in spite of the changes that are being 



            2    proposed with your efforts to come here in these 



            3    processes, yet the risks are with us.  We cannot allow the 



            4    way that it has been broken down to continue.  Industry's 



            5    control of the research process, industry's 



            6    self-monitoring cannot continue.  We need to have a better 



            7    process in these factors because it's not a good enough 



            8    process.  



            9              The failures that are being demonstrated, the 



           10    rural designation of some of the processes of the 



           11    pipelines and how it's being monitored, the failures of 



           12    this process to effectively monitor Alpine.  We already 



           13    had leaks there.  It's one of your newer small footprints 



           14    in the sand, and yet the hours to monitor and effectively 



           15    deal with this process we still have leakages occurring.  



           16    Year after year we still have multiple sites that are 



           17    leaking, and yet our monitoring system is only getting to 



           18    one to ten percent of the leakages.  



           19              Those kind of failures of these type of 



           20    regulatory efforts are really concerning.  But the bigger 



           21    thing is we worked really hard to get a health impact 



           22    assessment.  The failure to get this into a good process 



           23    so that it assesses on the ocean -- it needs to be done.  



           24    It started in various layers in the past.  It's never been 



           25    completed.  It needs to be done as part of this process.  
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            1    It cannot be a weekend assessment that we got with NPRA.  



            2    It needs to be a better health impact assessment.  There 



            3    is better mechanisms on the Internet on the international 



            4    level than what we have in our assessment.  



            5              Also, the tools to get all of the responses to 



            6    be true abilities to respond instead of stories and plans 



            7    on paper need to be done.  I watched what happened with 



            8    the Gulf.  I went down and toured the spill.  It only gave 



            9    the stories of our Elders that said these plans will fail 



           10    reassurance that we know what we are talking about.  They 



           11    were failures in many ways.  We know that efforts putting 



           12    boom out there is not going to work the same up here.  



           13    Inches of ice is going to disrupt that.  



           14              The environment that we have is changing so 



           15    rapidly.  Your ability to look at research that's been 



           16    done over generations versus what's really occurring right 



           17    now in our environment is very different.  They have to be 



           18    continued, updated, monitored and assessed and reassessed.  



           19    And we don't have the mechanisms in place to allow us to 



           20    effectively monitor it or assess it.  



           21              Thank you.  



           22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you, Rosemary.  



           23                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  First I'd like to say 



           24    thanks to Doreen and Rosemary and Roy for their heartfelt 



           25    comments here.  And the concern that they expressed is one 
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            1    that we of wildlife management for the Borough hear on a 



            2    regular basis.  So even though BOEMRE may not be feeling 



            3    very welcome at the moment, we haven't done a good job of 



            4    saying welcome to Barrow.  And thank you, you know, Jim, 



            5    especially you, for coming up as an Acting Director for 



            6    Alaska.  We certainly appreciate your ear here in town as 



            7    well as in the other villages across the North Slope.  



            8    Thank you for you coming in.  Bob, thanks for you coming 



            9    up from the Gulf.  And I didn't catch your name, but you 



           10    are from D.C.  Thank you for coming, as well.  Appreciate 



           11    it.  



           12              So even though I said thank you, I want to add a 



           13    couple of minor criticisms for requests for the future.  



           14    One is I've never been to a scoping meeting on a federal 



           15    holiday, and it seems very peculiar that BOEMRE would be 



           16    having a scoping meeting today, President's Day.  So 



           17    avoiding those in the future would be worthwhile.  



           18              I also am a little disappointed that there 



           19    aren't big maps on the wall showing where the planning 



           20    areas are and showing where the active leases are.  You 



           21    know, the map, while a little bit helpful that's drawn up 



           22    here, it doesn't do a real good job of depicting where the 



           23    planning areas are and so future meetings having a good 



           24    map would be helpful.  



           25              So I know that you are looking for advice from 
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            1    the communities about the next five-year plan and what to 



            2    do for leasing.  You have heard tonight, and I'm sure you 



            3    have heard in other communities and you certainly will in 



            4    the future concerns about oil spills.  And of course, 



            5    that's all because of what happened in the Gulf of Mexico.  



            6    So in my opinion, that before any additional drilling 



            7    occurs up here, there really has to be a demonstration 



            8    that the oil companies are capable of preventing an oil 



            9    spill, or in the event that bad things happen, that they 



           10    are capable of cleaning up that oil spill, including a 



           11    major one.  



           12              Obviously oil companies don't bear all the 



           13    burden when an oil spill, when a tragedy happens like 



           14    happened in the Gulf of Mexico.  The Coast Guard was 



           15    intimately involved.  I'm sure BOEMRE and National Marine 



           16    Fisheries Service and other agencies were involved.  And 



           17    Jeff, as you mentioned earlier, you know, there is 



           18    concerns about infrastructure.  There aren't the airports; 



           19    there aren't harbors to help bring the equipment that 



           20    would be needed to clean up an oil spill.  And all of that 



           21    needs to be remedied before additional work occurs in the 



           22    offshore and the Arctic Alaska.  



           23              In my opinion, there shouldn't be any leasing in 



           24    the Chukchi or the Beaufort Sea in the next five years, 



           25    that there is quite a few active leases.  There have been 
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            1    problems with NEPA documents.  There have been problems 



            2    with EPA documents or assessments, and it seems like the 



            3    government and the companies really need to sort out 



            4    those, get those -- get those environmental assessments 



            5    right, get those regulations right before doing any more 



            6    leases, before allowing for drilling to go forward.  



            7              So I guess that's kind of my overall general 



            8    comment.  Maybe I'll kind of give some other folks a 



            9    chance to talk and then provide some more detailed 



           10    comments here in a little bit, as well.  



           11                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  If you have written 



           12    comments, we can get them into the record.



           13                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Thanks.  I'll have to 



           14    send those to Mary or Jim or somebody.  



           15                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  You don't have to read 



           16    them.  You can put them in the record.



           17                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Yeah.



           18                    MR. TODD SFORMO:  Todd Sformo.  Following 



           19    up on Robert's comments, you mentioned at the beginning 



           20    there were 30 exploratory wells drilled in the Beaufort 



           21    side and five in the Chukchi side.  And yet I don't know 



           22    of any single agency that's able to track all of the 



           23    shipping that is occurring there.  I've talked to the 



           24    Coast Guard and other agencies and companies, and yet all 



           25    of the shipping out there is not accounted for.  So if 
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            1    there is a problem out there, how are -- how will your 



            2    agency, you know, try to remedy this problem?  I mean it 



            3    seems like it's something that has to be accounted for in 



            4    your plan.  



            5                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  What kind of a problem 



            6    are you talking about?



            7                    MR. TODD SFORMO:  Well, I can't tell -- if 



            8    I -- I can't go to one single place to find out what kind 



            9    of shipping is going on, what ships are going through from 



           10    the Chukchi to the Beaufort side.  



           11                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Tim, what is the -- A, 



           12    starts with an A?



           13                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  There is an Arctic 



           14    Marine -- well, I'll just try to speak loud enough.  There 



           15    is a document called the Arctic Marine Shipping 



           16    assessment.  It was adopted by the Arctic Council, which 



           17    is made up of eight Arctic nations.  They labored very 



           18    hard to get a count of the shipping and where they are 



           19    going to and from, but your point is well taken in that 



           20    there is no one central agency that's keeping track of 



           21    where -- where ships are going to and from.  Obviously, 



           22    the general trend is rising exponentially in the last 15 



           23    years and destined to keep going in that direction.  And 



           24    as time goes forward, because of the melting polar ice 



           25    cap, is just making all that increase over time into the 
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            1    future.  



            2              However, the thing in the Gulf of Mexico is they 



            3    have way more shipping down there than there is up here.  



            4    I'm not sure -- that's one issue that I really didn't hear 



            5    a thing about during the Gulf spill was, you know, do 



            6    ships keep an eye out for the spill and try to go around 



            7    it or whatever.  I know there was a spill on the 



            8    Mississippi River, I think it was downriver from New 



            9    Orleans, and caused a big clog in shipping for a few 



           10    weeks, and that really messed things up for a while.  But 



           11    out there in the open water, I don't know.  And up here 



           12    there is no -- your point is well taken.  There is no 



           13    single agency that's responsible.  



           14                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Thank you.  Ben Greene.  



           15    And this will just be a very quick note.  In the interest 



           16    of making your Barrow visit as productive as possible, I 



           17    want to bring your attention -- and maybe you are already 



           18    aware -- but a very fascinating and relatively rare event 



           19    occurred along the coast right outside of Barrow just over 



           20    the last weekend.  



           21                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  We noticed because we 



           22    were here last week.



           23                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Make sure to take a very 



           24    careful look at the ivu.  There are blocks of ice the size 



           25    of moderate-sized houses that were obviously pushed with a 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        36







            1    great deal of force a significant distance.  And so, good, 



            2    I'm glad to hear that you got to see that.  I just wanted 



            3    to bring that to your attention.



            4                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  I'd like to comment on 



            5    that.  We were here last week and we flew down from Barrow 



            6    to Wainwright, and we saw what we thought was a pretty big 



            7    lead.  It was, let's say, a quarter of a mile wide.  Wow, 



            8    look at that.  We were all commenting on it.  When we came 



            9    back the next day, the open water was just about to the 



           10    horizon, and then Friday was the -- the wind was blowing 



           11    30 miles an hour from the west and southwest, and then it 



           12    became an ivu.  So yeah, we were -- it was amazing to see 



           13    it.  Kind of the lead up from the air really was 



           14    impressive.  



           15                    MS. J. ST. VINCENT:  I'm J. St. Vincent.  



           16    I have a question that was generated by listening to Roy 



           17    and Doreen and Rosemary that I hadn't thought about before 



           18    about subsistence impacts.  Has anyone in your agency or 



           19    have you sent individuals or a team to the Slope to stay 



           20    with a subsistence activity during one season, like 



           21    somebody from your agency to be with the Inupiat people to 



           22    see what goes on during, say, one caribou harvest or one 



           23    whaling season so the agency would understand more closely 



           24    what Rosemary would be talking about about what one day 



           25    could mean during whaling season?  Has that happened? 
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            1                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Do you think that the 



            2    Deputy Regional Director should do that?



            3                    MS. J. ST. VINCENT:  I'd like to see the 



            4    Deputy Regional Director do it.  I'll take pictures.  



            5                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Much of NEPA doesn't 



            6    apply to the Native hunter's ability to harvest.  NEPA 



            7    doesn't apply for AEWC to enforce a CAA, but there are 



            8    other federal regulations, rules and regulations that 



            9    apply that need to be enforced like ANILCA and MMPA.  Who 



           10    will be the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation 



           11    and Enforcement person who will be assigned to be our 



           12    advocate for our right to exist and not be left with a 



           13    dump of industrial waste?  If it can't be enforced through 



           14    AEWC and the State level, it surely can be enforced at the 



           15    federal level.  And I want to know who you are going to 



           16    assign to work with us on this.  



           17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  You mean by name?



           18                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Whatever.  I mean, you 



           19    have got some kind of a big, new game plan.  We haven't 



           20    heard much about it.  All you want to do is hear from us, 



           21    and we haven't even heard your game plan.  



           22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Okay.  Well, we would 



           23    be glad to explain the parameters, the details of our 



           24    reorganization to the communities, to ICAS, to the other 



           25    tribes if people are interested in doing that.  Our 
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            1    community liaison is, directly from the job description, 



            2    an advocate of communities and especially federally 



            3    recognized tribes through government to government 



            4    consultation and through other -- 



            5                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  But they have got no 



            6    muscles to enforce a CAA.  I want to know who within the 



            7    enforcement agency can we work with to make this happen 



            8    and get those burden -- some responsibilities off the 



            9    local level.  



           10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  When a federal judge 



           11    says your agency has no ability to do anything about those 



           12    provisions if they are breached or they can't be reached, 



           13    that was a problem that came out of that lawsuit that we 



           14    don't know how to overcome.  We would be happy to work 



           15    with the communities and especially with the AEWC and 



           16    others in the whaling communities to reconcile that 



           17    problem, but it exists.  And being an advocate for the 



           18    communities, for the AEWC is one thing.  Enforcing 



           19    provisions or getting -- forcing industry to adopt 



           20    provisions in the CAA is something that is problematic.



           21                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  What's the biggest 



           22    problem about it?  What is it?  You lack jurisdiction?  



           23    What is the biggest problem?  



           24                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  That's what the judge 



           25    said.  Nothing you can do.
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            1                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  But you are leasing the 



            2    ocean out there.  



            3                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Nothing you can do if 



            4    it's not reached or if it's breached.  I think 



            5    everybody -- at least the people who belong to 



            6    organizations that were plaintiffs in that case remember 



            7    that court decision.



            8                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  There is some federal 



            9    regulations that apply to my right to live.  



           10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Certainly.  



           11    Environmental justice and many other provisions under 



           12    federal environmental law and under the MMPA all are part 



           13    and parcel to things that fall into that category.  And we 



           14    want to protect your right to live and your environment 



           15    and your -- 



           16                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  And subsist.  My right 



           17    to life and subsist -- 



           18                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  And subsist.  



           19                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  -- because the way you 



           20    guys deal with us, you just say zero tolerance.  You are 



           21    so very much pro oil development that you guys don't even 



           22    really seriously consider how to protect the Arctic Ocean.  



           23    There will be no access to no oil tree for your Coast 



           24    Guard or nobody else, for that matter, to get out there.  



           25    If there was an accident, that you guys would not be able 
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            1    to get out there and send all your hundreds of ships from 



            2    the Gulf of Mexico up to the Arctic.  And that will just 



            3    wipe out the whole Arctic Chukchi Sea migration route.  



            4    All the whales be dead.  



            5              And who is going to go to jail?  Who is going to 



            6    pay the fine?  One captain went to jail for one year when 



            7    Barrow went over the quota limit.  Who is going to jail?  



            8    Who went to jail for BP?  What happened to those human 



            9    beings that live down there?  Their rights were just 



           10    trampled on.  



           11                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  Lois Epstein.  I'm an 



           12    engineer with the Wilderness Society in Anchorage.  And I 



           13    guess one comment I have is I'm hearing a lot of 



           14    frustration here about whether there is any information 



           15    that could be provided to BOEMRE that might result in a 



           16    decision not to lease.  Is there any information that 



           17    would show that the difficulties of cleanup, the lack of 



           18    enforcement, the lack of ability to carry out the 



           19    provisions of the Conflict Avoidance Agreement, any of 



           20    that might be in and of itself for some to say we 



           21    shouldn't go forward?  But what I'm hearing is that this 



           22    is -- this is happening.  And is there any type of data or 



           23    legal problems or anything that could convince the 



           24    Administration?  Maybe you could just give us a feel for 



           25    that.  
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            1                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  There is a plethora of 



            2    things, a lot of them that we talked about tonight.  On 



            3    the other hand, you have two -- roughly three billion 



            4    dollars worth of leases in the Beaufort and Chukchi Sea 



            5    that belong to companies.  



            6              The United States government issued those 



            7    leases, collected that money.  Those lessees have certain 



            8    rights.  The resource estimates for the Chukchi Sea as 



            9    they analyze data over again and to a minor extent gain 



           10    new data, those resource estimates are increasing.  And 



           11    what may be larger than the largest oil field on earth is 



           12    believed to be out there.  That's on the other side of the 



           13    equation.  



           14              My job isn't to talk anybody into anything here.  



           15    I like to answer questions.  I try to stay out of 



           16    arguments because as much as people may not think, I don't 



           17    work for companies.  I don't advocate for their interests.  



           18    I work for the United States government, the Department of 



           19    the Interior, and for today the Bureau of Ocean Energy 



           20    Management, Regulation and Enforcement.  And this process 



           21    under the National Environmental Policy Act and tonight's 



           22    meeting is to get comments from the public on the notion 



           23    that one or more offshore oil and gas lease sales would be 



           24    held in the Arctic in the Beaufort planning area and 



           25    Chukchi planning area that, quite frankly, has not been 
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            1    defined.  I don't have a map because it's a blank slate 



            2    tonight.  



            3              And so at every meeting that we have held so 



            4    far -- and I'm quite certain that every meeting this 



            5    agency holds in Alaska -- I know a little bit about 



            6    meetings that this agency holds in Alaska -- there will be 



            7    even more concerns in more areas about holding offshore -- 



            8    more offshore oil and gas lease sales.  Whether or not 



            9    there will be a totality of things that convince the 



           10    ultimate decisionmaker not to hold any oil and gas lease 



           11    sales, I don't know.  I don't know.  Maybe.  That's my 



           12    best guess.  Maybe.  



           13              The decisionmaker might even ask me.  What I 



           14    think is a less important than if the decisionmaker asks 



           15    me what I heard during public scoping meetings.  And my 



           16    job is to tell that person exactly what all of you tell 



           17    me.  And I'll do that, whether I agree with it or not.  



           18    I'll tell the truth.  I'll tell them exactly, as I 



           19    remember it anyway.  And I don't think I'm biased.  I'm 



           20    not because I understand everybody's position here.  I can 



           21    relate in more ways than you can imagine to the way people 



           22    feel, even the ones that feel very strongly, even the ones 



           23    who are the most upset.  I can relate to that.  



           24              So I don't have a problem with telling the 



           25    decisionmaker exactly what people told me.  And they have 
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            1    in the past, right before Chukchi Sea sale 193, asked the 



            2    question whether or not people in these communities in the 



            3    North Slope Borough felt that the oil companies could 



            4    clean up a major oil spill.  Asked a whole room full of 



            5    people that question.  That's a question where they might 



            6    not like the answer.  So it's real silent.  And I had just 



            7    been up here and spoken to folks.  Doreen remembers and I 



            8    think a few other people remember the first time I came up 



            9    here and managed meetings.  So it was real easy just for 



           10    me to say no.  



           11              And then the next question was:  Well, can they?  



           12    And I said I'd bet my money on prevention because the 



           13    worst day in the Arctic they will be lucky to stay alive, 



           14    much less clean anything up.  You don't have a lot of time 



           15    to talk during those meetings, but I got the message 



           16    across.  They held the oil and gas lease sale anyway.  



           17    That's -- you know, that's the decisionmaker's shot to 



           18    call.  



           19              In the document, in the executive summary, I 



           20    would hope that these concerns, at least the ones, the 



           21    concerns that are most relevant to this five-year plan, 



           22    will be articulated.  I can make sure that that happens.  



           23    I have -- I have quite a bit to say over what ends up in 



           24    our environmental documents.  That can sway a 



           25    decisionmaker.  They are going to read that for sure.  
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            1    They are going to get a briefing on the document.  I 



            2    forgot how many pages our five-year programmatic EISes 



            3    are.  2,000?



            4                    MR. BOB SEBASTIAN:  It's large.  



            5                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Yeah.  And these 



            6    Assistant Secretaries and the Secretary of the Interior, 



            7    there are just literally hundreds of environmental 



            8    documents being produced by people within their agency.  



            9    These are very important, and you can bet after the 



           10    Deepwater Horizon these decisions have the utmost 



           11    attention of the Secretary and the President.  So those 



           12    decisions will be well thought this time around.  



           13              And everything that has been said tonight and 



           14    has been said in the previous meetings I think are all 



           15    compelling reasons to not; but at the same time, people 



           16    said we need the economic opportunities; the TransAlaska 



           17    Pipeline is in a decline, and without the offshore 



           18    contribution eventually will stop flowing, and that's an 



           19    important part of the economy.  We have heard a little bit 



           20    of that at the meetings so far.  We will hear a lot more 



           21    in Anchorage.  



           22              The majority -- this isn't a democracy, but the 



           23    majority of the people in Alaska have been proponents of 



           24    offshore oil development.  But it doesn't make any 



           25    difference.  It's not a voting thing.  And through 
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            1    litigation, through the public process, facilitated by 



            2    NEPA, through other efforts that agency heads have made to 



            3    hear what people have to say, I think it's pretty safe to 



            4    say, put that all together and that's why nine years will 



            5    have passed and you will not -- and you have not seen one 



            6    single exploratory drilling project in Alaska's Outer 



            7    Continental Shelf.  That has not ever happened since they 



            8    first started drilling in the OCS in Alaska, ever.  They 



            9    went, I think, four or five years once in the mid '80s.  



           10              There were two years when I believe there were 



           11    17 exploration wells one year and 17 exploration wells the 



           12    following year.  And one of them was '85 when Shell 



           13    disrupted whaling activities.  So when you hear the 



           14    leaders here in the North Slope say too much too fast too 



           15    soon, I'm sure that has something to do with it.  There 



           16    was too much going on too fast, and whaling was disrupted 



           17    for an entire community for an entire season.  Shell 



           18    acknowledges it.  It's no secret.  



           19               Robert.  Thank you for raising your hand.



           20                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  I figured I'd get you 



           21    to stop talking for a while if I raised my hand.  Lois 



           22    just mentioned a few things about the lack of information 



           23    in the Chukchi planning area, such as limited ability to 



           24    clean up oil and other things.  One thing that the North 



           25    Slope Borough has commented on in the past that we haven't 
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            1    really talked about tonight -- Jeff, I think you mentioned 



            2    it earlier on -- is that there is really a limitation in 



            3    the amount of information in the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas  



            4    for making wise decisions.  



            5              Without a doubt, MMS -- BOEMRE and MMS before 



            6    has spent a lot of money helping to collect important 



            7    information, but the environment has changed hugely.  You 



            8    know, the ice has retreated.  The ice is getting thinner.  



            9    And the environment is changing in lots of other ways.  



           10    And so even though we have got a lot of old information, 



           11    it probably isn't pertinent to what's happening now.  So 



           12    we need to continue to collect information and do so as 



           13    rapidly as we can, especially if lease sales are going to 



           14    be held and if oil companies are going to be permitted to 



           15    drill.  



           16              So I'd like to thank BOEMRE for the science 



           17    that's going on.  I look forward to potential 



           18    collaborations between the Borough and BOEMRE with regard 



           19    to science and collecting needed information, but we 



           20    definitely need to move forward with that.  



           21              The oil companies, of course, collect a lot of 



           22    science, as well.  They go out and look for marine mammals 



           23    and look for birds and measure sounds that they are 



           24    putting into the water, and I think that's all really 



           25    positive.  However, they keep their information private.  
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            1    They don't share it with people.  



            2              Sure, they will summarize it and give people the 



            3    summaries, but if BOEMRE is going to allow Shell and 



            4    Conoco Phillips and Stat Oil and other companies to go out 



            5    on the ocean and collect environmental data -- not 



            6    necessarily the seismic data or drilling data, but the 



            7    environmental data about what's happening in the water or 



            8    on the water, that that information should be required to 



            9    be made public; the data, not necessarily just the 



           10    reports; that other people should have the right to be 



           11    able to look at that information without having to try to 



           12    interpret what the oil companies have done in summarizing 



           13    the data.  



           14              So the scientific process needs to be much more 



           15    transparent than it currently is or has been for decades 



           16    up here.  



           17              In the past -- well, also related to kind of 



           18    studies is the issue of cumulative impacts.  This is kind 



           19    of what Todd was talking about a moment ago about ship 



           20    traffic.  All the ships that are moving through the Arctic 



           21    are putting a lot of sound into the water, and that sound 



           22    has the potential to deflect bowheads or belugas or other 



           23    animals away from areas where they used to be hunted or 



           24    areas where they feed or rest or calve.  



           25              And so we need to better understand cumulative 
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            1    impacts.  And in order to do that, we have to have a good 



            2    archive of information about what the human activities 



            3    were out there.  We need to know all the ships.  And most 



            4    of the ships that are out there are oil and gas companies, 



            5    but there is others, too.  We need to have good 



            6    information about the human activities in the Beaufort and 



            7    Chukchi Sea planning area, and we need that information to 



            8    assess cumulative impacts.  



            9              On top of that, we also know that the 



           10    exploration activities in Canada, especially in the 



           11    eastern Beaufort Sea and in Russia in the western Chukchi 



           12    Sea, that oil exploration is increasing there, too.  And 



           13    so BOEMRE needs to make sure they are talking to their 



           14    Canadian counterparts and Russian counterparts to be aware 



           15    of the information about activities that are going on 



           16    there so when you do the NEPA analysis of cumulative 



           17    impacts, you can actually do a reasonable job of assessing 



           18    them; not just listing them out, but assessing what the 



           19    cumulative impacts might be to the biology of bowhead 



           20    whales, belugas, or other animals.  



           21              And then one other comment that I want to make 



           22    is that in the past there have been deferral areas in the 



           23    Beaufort Sea for whaling.  There was one around Barrow.  



           24    There was one around Cross Island for the Nuiqsut hunters 



           25    and there was one around Kaktovik.  And currently those 
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            1    deferral areas around Kaktovik and Barrow are still in 



            2    place.  But, I don't know, maybe five or ten years ago the 



            3    deferral area around Cross Island was removed.  And I 



            4    think that was disappointing.  And I think that BOEMRE 



            5    should seriously consider putting that deferral area back 



            6    in place.  Obviously there are leases that have already 



            7    been sold there, and I'm not suggesting that necessarily 



            8    those leases be bought back, but don't offer any more 



            9    lease tracts in the deferral area around Cross Island in 



           10    the next five-year plan.  



           11              And this really gets to kind of what Doreen is 



           12    trying to get at is, like, sure, the CAA between oil 



           13    companies and the AEWC can't be used by the federal 



           14    government to enforce, you know, disturbance issues 



           15    related to marine mammals, but you guys can do something.  



           16    You can do things to make sure that marine mammals are 



           17    available to hunters in the areas where they have been in 



           18    the past.  A deferral area or time in area closures are 



           19    certainly things that should be considered in an EIS for 



           20    the Beaufort and Chukchi Sea planning areas.  



           21                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Robert, what kind of 



           22    an exclusion zone in Cross Island would you recommend, the 



           23    same one that was there before or bigger?  



           24                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  To tell you the truth, 



           25    I don't remember exactly what was there before, but 
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            1    talking to the Nuiqsut hunters would be the best road to 



            2    take.  The other piece of information that would be 



            3    valuable is the study that you helped fund, and I think 



            4    Shell may have helped fund part of it, as well, which is 



            5    the Michael Galganaitis study on looking at tracks of 



            6    where the hunting crews went when they were out whaling, 



            7    and that information will provide lots of good details 



            8    about where boats go.  



            9                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Science that industry 



           10    has today that you know that is complete that you would 



           11    like and haven't been able to obtain, can you name 



           12    anything?



           13                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Everything.  They 



           14    won't provide any of their data in terms of some of the 



           15    contaminants data.  



           16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Can you send to me via 



           17    e-mail the specifics, and then we will try to see if we 



           18    can just -- I mean, you know, pick, like, your top to 



           19    start with, top three things and then we will go to work 



           20    just to see how we do.  



           21                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  That would be 



           22    fantastic.  It's always been problematic that the 



           23    companies are willing to baseline -- they are willing to 



           24    share summarized information but not the raw data, with 



           25    one exception, and that exception is BP.  And they have 
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            1    been more than willing to share the data with us.  So 



            2    despite their problems in the Gulf of Mexico and on the 



            3    North Slope in some cases, from a science perspective they 



            4    have been quite willing to work with us and be very 



            5    transparent in their science, except seismic data.  



            6                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Well, proprietary data 



            7    we will have little luck with, and we might go to jail if 



            8    we give it up.  



            9                    MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  My name is Geoff 



           10    Carroll.  And I have been a wildlife biologist on the 



           11    North Slope for over 30 years.  I've worked for the 



           12    National Marine Fisheries, the North Slope Borough, and 



           13    currently Alaska Department of Fish & Game.  I'm going to 



           14    be speaking as a private citizen, and these don't 



           15    represent the views of any agency.  



           16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Fair enough.



           17                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  He just doesn't want 



           18    to get fired.



           19                    MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  Okay.  I'd like to 



           20    thank you also for coming up here and getting people's 



           21    input and opinions on this very important subject.  First 



           22    I have a question and then I'll have a few comments.  The 



           23    question is, you know, with the Gulf of Mexico spill, what 



           24    we observed was a situation where there have been all 



           25    these amazing advances on their ability to drill.  They 
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            1    were drilling in five miles of water and going way down 



            2    and going a long way beyond that.  And there have been 



            3    amazing advances in that technology, but when there was a 



            4    spill, it was like back to the Dark Ages.  I mean, there 



            5    have been no advances really in oil spill cleanup.  



            6              And kind of a question is, is there a push 



            7    within your agency to somehow advance the research and 



            8    development in oil spill cleanup techniques?  



            9                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Well, there is 



           10    probably a bigger push now than there has been maybe ever 



           11    within this agency, my agency.  I personally, though -- 



           12    I've cleaned up small oil spills when I worked for the 



           13    Navy Public Works Center in San Diego.  Never large oil 



           14    spills on the water.  I'm not optimistic that there is 



           15    going to be some massive advance here.  I haven't given it 



           16    a lot of thought, but there has been a lot of great people 



           17    that -- including some famous people, the actor -- I 



           18    forgot his name, the good-looking fellow, and whatnot that 



           19    have worked on it.  



           20              And so, you know, things are -- necessity is the 



           21    mother of invention, but we haven't seen much.  And we 



           22    have been cleaning up things we spill on our floor the 



           23    same old way.  Maybe more wasteful than we used to.  We 



           24    used to use a rag; now we use throw-away stuff.  But I 



           25    don't think you are going to ever see some gizmo that you 
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            1    can throw out there on the water -- maybe I'm wrong.  I 



            2    hope I'm wrong -- but I'm doubtful that there is going to 



            3    be significant advances.  



            4              And really when you think about it, especially 



            5    in the Arctic and especially given the causation for the 



            6    Deepwater Horizon -- the causation primarily is 



            7    complacency, the opposite of which is vigilance.  And only 



            8    11 people died.  A lot more could have.  They had a lot of 



            9    personal reasons to be vigilant, and they weren't.  



           10              There is -- there are -- I think your well 



           11    control enhancement, other prevention, a regulatory regime 



           12    that is both feared and respected, things that are 



           13    longstanding motivators of vigilance will negate the need 



           14    for some new inventions in spill response, but that's just 



           15    my opinion.  Sorry.  Long answer.



           16                    MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  Okay.  Thank you.  You 



           17    know, I, along with a lot of North Slope people, you know, 



           18    we really do appreciate the economic benefits that 



           19    petroleum development has brought, and we would probably 



           20    like to see this continue, but however, we want to see 



           21    this done with as little negative impact to the people, 



           22    the wildlife and the rest of the environment as possible.  



           23              And I might have kind got off on the wrong track 



           24    in my comments here.  Basically I saw this as a scoping 



           25    meeting, so right now they are suggestions of topics I'd 
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            1    like to see covered when you write your environmental 



            2    impact statement and, you know, develop your five-year 



            3    plan.  So you know, okay.  



            4              When we hear about offshore development, 



            5    probably the first thing that comes to mind is the risk of 



            6    an oil spill.  We know that oil spills are quite possible.  



            7    We've seen huge devastating oil spills in Prince William 



            8    Sound and the Gulf of Mexico.  We also know that they're 



            9    very difficult to clean up and that they have many 



           10    impacts.  



           11              There are several aspects about the Arctic, such 



           12    as ice-covered waters, the cold, the dark, distance to 



           13    infrastructure that make it extremely difficult to clean 



           14    up a spill.  Many people here feel that oil development 



           15    should just not occur until there are proven methods for 



           16    controlling and cleaning up an oil spill.  Because a major 



           17    oil spill is quite possible and because it would be 



           18    extremely difficult to clean one up, I'd like to see 



           19    BOEMRE address the following issues in the environmental 



           20    impact statement.  



           21              Number one, what impacts could a major oil spill 



           22    have on the people, wildlife, and the rest of the 



           23    environment in northern Alaska.  I think it should be 



           24    listed out just what impacts could result from this.  



           25              Number two, if exploration and development are 
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            1    allowed, what precautions would be required of oil 



            2    companies to make an oil spill as unlikely as possible.  



            3              Three, when oil spills do occur, what means are 



            4    available to clean up oil in various conditions that are 



            5    present in the Arctic, such as the extreme cold, the 



            6    darkness, ice-covered waters and the stormy weather.  



            7              In the Gulf of Mexico, one of the primary 



            8    techniques used to deal with the oil was dispersants, and 



            9    it seems like that was done without really understanding 



           10    the long-term effects of the dispersants on the 



           11    environment.  The EIS should address the effectiveness of 



           12    dispersants in cold waters or the conditions up here, and 



           13    it should also discuss the negative impacts the 



           14    dispersants could have on the local environment.  



           15              Number five, I'd like to know how does BOEMRE 



           16    plan to deal with such issues such as the lack of 



           17    infrastructure to support the ships and people that would 



           18    be needed for oil spill cleanup.  I think we have heard 



           19    that several times this evening, but, man, there is just 



           20    no facilities around here to get the ships and everything 



           21    else into place to even attempt an oil spill cleanup.  And 



           22    if development does proceed and there is an oil spill and 



           23    it cannot be cleaned up, what financial and human 



           24    resources will be provided to local communities?  



           25              In addition to oil spills, there are many other 
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            1    issues that could be addressed in an EIS.  One of those 



            2    would be what steps should be taken to gather baseline 



            3    information to fill the information gaps about wildlife 



            4    and oceanographic conditions.  And also a listing of what 



            5    studies should be developed to measure the effects on 



            6    wildlife and people if the exploration and development do 



            7    occur.  



            8              The EIS should address how climate change could 



            9    affect exploration and development plans like -- as Robert 



           10    mentioned, all the studies that have taken place up to 



           11    now, you know, it's a whole different playing field now.  



           12    The ice is different, the weather patterns are different.  



           13    And you know, even studies that take place today, in ten 



           14    years it's all going to change.  So everything that's 



           15    discussed needs to be -- you need to take the fact that 



           16    global climate change is taking place and that things are 



           17    going to be in a constant state of change.  



           18              What effects could the noises associated with 



           19    exploration and development have on wildlife?  Which of 



           20    these effects will be detrimental to wildlife and which of 



           21    those effects -- because it's affecting the wildlife, how 



           22    could that affect hunters and what negative effects could 



           23    it have on the people up here?  Also what other factors, 



           24    such as seismic surveys, ship traffic and aircraft traffic 



           25    could affect wildlife?  How could these effects be 
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            1    detrimental to hunters, as well?  



            2              And you know what could be done to minimize the 



            3    impacts of industrial noise, ship traffic, and seismic 



            4    surveys on wildlife and the people that hunt them?  So I'd 



            5    like to see it outlined what all factors could affect the 



            6    wildlife and the people and also what could be done about 



            7    it.  



            8              And also, you know, what impacts could result 



            9    from air and water pollution given off from exploration 



           10    and development sites and what can be done to minimize 



           11    this?  



           12              One issue is that the Bering Strait is kind of a 



           13    choke point in the migration path of bowhead and beluga 



           14    whales and a lot of other marine mammals.  It's a 



           15    relatively narrow space, and a lot of animals migrate 



           16    through.  And we are seeing increased ship traffic every 



           17    year and, of course, they are funneled into that narrow 



           18    area, as well.  So it's going to eventually increase and 



           19    more ship strikes and disruption of migrations.  The EIS 



           20    should address what can be done to limit the ship traffic 



           21    through the Bering Strait during migrations and other 



           22    mitigation measures as far as affecting these migrations.  



           23              The EIS should also seriously consider 



           24    cumulative impacts.  In the past agencies have often 



           25    preferred to look at development and exploration one 
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            1    project at a time.  Many times there is sort of a limited 



            2    impact for one project and, it's only when you look at the 



            3    total impact of many projects that a major problem is 



            4    obvious.  



            5              When you outline cumulative impacts, you should 



            6    consider all the activities related to petroleum, 



            7    shipping, research projects, and military activities in 



            8    the northern oceans that -- everything that's going to be 



            9    taking place in the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas, including 



           10    the Canadian and Russian waters.  



           11              So thank you for letting me testify.  



           12                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  



           13                    MR. WALTER AKPIK:  My name is Walter 



           14    Akpik, and I'm a Barrow resident.  I just wanted to ask, 



           15    have you come up to do more studies on the ice that we 



           16    have out here?  You need to do more studies because once 



           17    that ice starts moving with the wind and the current 



           18    moving together, there is no man-made object that's going 



           19    to stop it, especially with an oil rig out there.  It's 



           20    just going to topple it over without notice.  



           21              And you guys will give the crews down there a 



           22    second chance to push the panic button to get everybody 



           23    out.  It just happens like that.  I have been here about 



           24    60 years, and I know how that ice works.  There is no 



           25    man-made such things that's able to stop that ice once it 
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            1    starts moving with that current we got out here.  So do 



            2    more studies on that ice that we have out here, 



            3    wintertime.  



            4                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  We have 



            5    people that have not spoke yet.  



            6                    MS. VERA WILLIAMS:  I'm Vera Williams from 



            7    Barrow, Alaska.  My concern, I guess, is what everybody 



            8    has also stated.  That ice out there, just happened just 



            9    the other day, and it's almost two, three stories high in 



           10    some areas.  And you know, if you were to start 



           11    collecting, even the weather bureau has all the data also 



           12    for the amount of wind we had just the other day to see 



           13    that ice pile up out there.  



           14              That's another area that you guys need to, I 



           15    think, at least consider our concerns that the ice is -- 



           16    is powerful.  And Mother Nature -- you can't really stop 



           17    Mother Nature, but those are other areas that you could 



           18    look at also and tap into and take pictures out there to 



           19    see what magnitude four to six feet thickness of ice is 



           20    all piled up out there.  You know, those are our concerns.  



           21              How could you -- how could someone prove to us 



           22    that something could live through that, you know.  That's 



           23    our ocean out there.  



           24              And also, you know, just a suggestion, I heard a 



           25    couple places where infrastructure is not visibly here.  
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            1    Those areas also need to be really touched up on and make 



            2    those infrastructures be placed on the North Slope and 



            3    scatter them around where you are going to have an oil 



            4    spill; have it all around where they will be mobile and 



            5    easy, you know, in different areas on the North Slope.  We 



            6    have seven villages, and most of them are out in the, you 



            7    know, coastal areas.  You could have those areas for 



            8    designated spots, also, for, you know, planning something 



            9    that could be implemented and into your five-year plan as 



           10    you progress through your five-year plan.  



           11              You know, that's just my suggestion that some 



           12    kind of mandatory thing needs to be placed for the oil 



           13    industry to have it out there or else you ask the federal 



           14    government to place it out there and have it mobile, ready 



           15    for any disaster.  



           16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  



           17                    MR. CRAIG GEORGE:  Craig George, for the 



           18    record.  For the record, my name is Craig George, and I've 



           19    lived in the community for about 30 years now, and I've 



           20    studied bowheads through most of that time.  So a lot of 



           21    my comments will be bowhead-centric.  



           22              But a couple things:  Regarding bowheads, I just 



           23    completed a -- well, a dissertation on bowheads, and 



           24    really what became clear is that one of the key features 



           25    of being a bowhead is its baleen.  That's the apparatus 
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            1    which allows it to make a living out here.  And it's 



            2    fairly unique to that animal in its length and the quality 



            3    of it, the extensiveness of it.  



            4              A bowhead is -- a third of the body is its head.  



            5    It's kind of a swimming head, and it has 640 baleen hairs.  



            6    I don't have an example here.  It has these long fringe 



            7    hairs that can be over a foot in length.  Hey, there is 



            8    one.  From -- relatively small, actually.  But those 



            9    fringe hairs coming off there, those are really what makes 



           10    it work as a plankton or zooplankton filter.  



           11              And to date there has only been one study on how 



           12    oil ingestion could affect its ability to filter 



           13    zooplankton, and that seems like kind of a precursor to 



           14    doing any further research -- leasing is to really 



           15    understand how the animal might be affected by that.  



           16              In the Norwegian Arctic, they noticed that the 



           17    seismic noise affects in particular the gadids, the cod, 



           18    the -- and herring, and they may vacate a fjord where 



           19    they've been shooting seismic.  And as far as I know, 



           20    there hasn't been any -- the Elders constantly ask about 



           21    this here.  What does seismic do to the smaller critters?  



           22    We have some idea what it does to the larger critters, but 



           23    not the smaller ones.  



           24              Every meeting Rossman Peetook asks how seismic 



           25    noise affects krill, and we have never had an answer.  So 
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            1    that seems like a worthwhile study project.  And in fact, 



            2    they have shown, like I mentioned in Norway, that seismic 



            3    noise does affect the distribution of fish.  And Arctic 



            4    cod, of course, are one of the keystone species in the 



            5    Arctic system.  So that's something you need to look at.  



            6              We've heard a lot about demonstrating the 



            7    ability to clean up oil.  I agree that it seems 



            8    objectionable to pour oil into the ocean, do a spill test, 



            9    but I think -- unfortunately, I think that probably needs 



           10    to be done to really do an honest test.  And actually, 



           11    Jeff, your comments have been sort of -- about the ability 



           12    to clean up oil, I think have been quite honest, that this 



           13    time of year with the current speeds and the darkness and 



           14    the temperatures, I think there are periods -- well, 



           15    clearly there are periods where it would be irresponsible 



           16    to put people out there because they wouldn't survive.  



           17    And we need a really good gap analysis in the next EIS -- 



           18    gap response analysis -- sorry -- on oil spill cleanup.  



           19              Mentioned storms.  The most powerful storm since 



           20    I have been here was in 1989.  Some of you may remember.  



           21    It toppled cabins and tore roofs off in town.  And the 



           22    unofficial wind speed was 103 miles an hour at the DEW 



           23    line.  But the weather service instruments failed.  So 



           24    there is really no record.  I think their peak gusts quit 



           25    about 70, but that was an incredibly powerful storm.  I 
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            1    think it did a lot of damage in Wainwright, as well.  



            2              Okay.  Telemetry work, actually BLM, mainly 



            3    through the efforts of Chukchi Monnett -- 



            4                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Not BLM; BOEMRE.  



            5                    MR. CRAIG GEORGE:  Oh, I'm sorry.  It was 



            6    MMS.  BOEMRE now.  Sorry.  Thank you.  Has funded what's 



            7    now a really world class satellite telemetry study on 



            8    bowheads.  A lot of the tagging was done here at Barrow, 



            9    and also over in Arctic Canada, and it's told us a lot.  



           10              And essentially every tagged whale -- I don't 



           11    have the images here, but they have all taken off various 



           12    directions, but every single one except one has gone 



           13    through the current lease area, which is roughly like so 



           14    [indicating], I guess.  I can't draw it.  But anyway, they 



           15    all come down and they hit this coast and they spend up to 



           16    two months down here.  And if there was an oil release 



           17    under the predominant wind, which is northeast, you know, 



           18    you have the potential both here and down here 



           19    [indicating] to affect the entire bowhead population.  So 



           20    that wouldn't be good.  



           21              But anyway, some oil spill scenarios, looking 



           22    at -- I think we're too focused on these small areas -- 



           23    not small areas.  On these specific areas in the planning 



           24    areas, but a lot of these -- essentially all marine 



           25    mammals are migratory, so we have got to look at the big 
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            1    picture.  And this was funded by this agency.  And as I 



            2    understand it, Robert, the information was not in the 



            3    last -- 



            4                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  The recent NEPA 



            5    document.  



            6                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  The recent NEPA 



            7    document, which was -- it wasn't included in that.  



            8                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The most recent NEPA 



            9    document that we have that is still a work in process is 



           10    the supplemental environmental impact statement for sale 



           11    193's court remand.



           12                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  And that wasn't in the 



           13    initial -- I know it caused a lot of -- 



           14                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The 193 FEIS.  



           15                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Right.  Is it in it 



           16    now?  Anyway, you have this beautiful data set -- 



           17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The man behind you 



           18    will answer.  



           19                    MR. MIKE ROUTHIER:  It will be.  We were 



           20    up here in November to talk about the draft SEIS.  Since 



           21    that time we have received a great number of comments and 



           22    we have been working hard to address them.  We are still 



           23    in that process.  And as part of that process, we are 



           24    adding additional studies that have come out recently that 



           25    either weren't available at the time we worked on the SEIS 
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            1    or for whatever reason weren't in that document.  We did 



            2    go back and add more studies, including the one you are 



            3    referring to.



            4                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Okay.  Good.  That's 



            5    some good news.  Okay.  And then there has been mention of 



            6    shipping, and here is my sort of crude depiction of the 



            7    Bering Strait.  Here is St. Lawrence.  But all the 



            8    bowheads went like so, and then down through here on the 



            9    west side in fall, and they all came up west of 



           10    St. Lawrence Island.  And this fits with local knowledge, 



           11    as well.  



           12              Very few go east.  Very few whales go east of 



           13    St. Lawrence Island.  But this is right in the shipping 



           14    lanes [indicating].  So I don't know if it's the purview 



           15    of the EIS, but shipping lanes and speed controls in this 



           16    area really need to be put in place.  



           17              We know from the bowhead's cousin on the East 



           18    Coast, the right whale, that they don't get along well 



           19    with ships.  In fact, they get hit with great frequency.  



           20    And it's generally when they are feeding and breeding, not 



           21    necessarily migrating, but when they are feeding and 



           22    breeding you see them oblivious to a lot of things.  We 



           23    know about the big deflections of whales from seismic work 



           24    here, mid Beaufort, during migration.  Over in Canada they 



           25    are considerably less.  And so anyway, this is -- this is 
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            1    a big problem.  And if there is a lot of shipping 



            2    associated with oil and gas activity -- and Arctic 



            3    shipping, of course, is beyond the -- well, it should be 



            4    included in the cumulative analysis, but there will be -- 



            5    there will be problems in here.  It's just a matter of the 



            6    magnitude of it.  



            7              Local knowledge, as much as you possibly can 



            8    include that in the EIS, we have innumerable examples of 



            9    where local knowledge has been proven correct by 



           10    scientific studies.  Most recent is the bowhead's ability 



           11    to smell in their olfaction.  And you pick up any 



           12    textbooks, it says cetaceans are incapable of it.  The 



           13    locals have been telling us for years that they can smell, 



           14    and we have completed a recent study that confirmed that, 



           15    at least looking at the anatomy and the gene expression, 



           16    that sort of thing.  



           17              And then Rosemary mentioned something 



           18    interesting about displacement of subsistence activity 



           19    like in the Prudhoe -- let's see here.  This is Kuparuk 



           20    and Prudhoe area.  And as far as I know, this area that 



           21    was formerly inhabited by local people and a lot of 



           22    hunting took place, a lot of homes scattered through here, 



           23    old sod homes, I think there is virtually no hunting in 



           24    there, is that correct?  So arguably one of the biggest 



           25    impacts of the oil industry has been people.  
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            1              And that's -- you will have formal comments to 



            2    all this from the Borough and our wildlife department, but 



            3    just a couple points to consider.  Thank you.  



            4                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.  



            5    I don't know, Robert.  I think a collective work of a map 



            6    during a meeting is more of a learning experience than the 



            7    fancy ones consultants use.



            8                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  How about both?  



            9                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Let me play the devil's 



           10    advocate and say I support drilling and I want to work 



           11    with you.  And I want to know how the oil companies are 



           12    going to get to and from their site.  I want to help you 



           13    out and get that done.  And I want to help you out and 



           14    figure out a way out to export that oil out of there.  



           15    Where is that information?  We never get that information.  



           16    That's one of the biggest impacts that you will be 



           17    impacted from is the actual development of that lease sale 



           18    site.  



           19              And I support you on developing that site and 



           20    making sure we have the best oil spill response plan in 



           21    the whole wide world, and I talk to my people and I tell 



           22    them this is the best, and this is how they are going to 



           23    export the oil and this is how they are going to access 



           24    the site.  Where is that information?  



           25              And I would even appease the mayor and tell him 
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            1    there will be no drilling discharge.  And I'm going to 



            2    work with you.  I'm going to be your new best friend.  



            3    Where is all this information that I need to work with you 



            4    to make sure this goes right, this is done right?  There 



            5    is going to be an 80-mile pipeline under the Chukchi Sea 



            6    from, what, those Burger or Klondike, from there to 



            7    Wainwright and then from Wainwright to Pump Station 1?  Is 



            8    that the big plan?  



            9              And then in the event of an oil spill, who is 



           10    going to come and help us?  The military?  They are going 



           11    to pull them out of the Middle East and they will come and 



           12    help us?  What are we going to do?  I'm your new best 



           13    friend.  You tell me.  



           14              No zero discharge in the ocean.  We are going to 



           15    have a hub in Wainwright.  We are going to have a pipeline 



           16    undersea.  We are going to connect to Pump Station 4, 



           17    whatever.  Realistically we will only operate from July to 



           18    October, realistically, if I'm your oil person.  That's 



           19    only possible due to life health safety measures we are 



           20    going to have to take.  



           21              So could you compromise?  Would you compromise 



           22    and say, okay, we support it?  Let's give them what they 



           23    want.  Zero discharge.  No discharge in the Arctic Ocean.  



           24              Those crystalline silica drilling muds are 



           25    cancer-causing chemicals that settle to the bottom of the 
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            1    ocean.  And I seen a presentation; all the little 



            2    creatures, the little critters, whatever, they hibernate 



            3    three to four feet down in the muds of the ocean.  They 



            4    had drilled a four-foot-by-four-foot-by-four-foot deep 



            5    piece of mud from the ocean, and they expected to find 



            6    nothing but mud.  But no, they found all these little 



            7    critters hibernating in the bottom of that mud in the 



            8    Arctic Ocean.  



            9              So would you guys even compromise at all?  Would 



           10    you guys give up your NPDES permit?  Would you guys say 



           11    they support it?  Let's compromise.  Let's go along with 



           12    their zero drilling request.  How will you be able to 



           13    compromise with us?  



           14                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Is that a question?



           15                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Yes.  



           16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The permit isn't -- 



           17    doesn't belong to our agency.  It belongs to the 



           18    permittees.  In the recent case, it was Shell.  And they 



           19    did for the Beaufort alter their revised plan to go to a 



           20    true zero discharge scenario, but they didn't receive an 



           21    air permit, so they canceled their drilling operation.  



           22              So from their perspective -- I read today in one 



           23    of the commerce journals here in Alaska Shell says they 



           24    have 30 -- had 34 permits but did not have an air permit, 



           25    so -- 
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            1              But going back to your initial recommendation, 



            2    will we work with you?  Yes.  Will we cooperate with you 



            3    and, for example, ICAS?  Yes.  ICAS is a federally 



            4    recognized tribe, of course, and federally recognized 



            5    tribes can be cooperating agencies when we are preparing 



            6    an environmental impact statement.  So yes, and yes.  



            7              With respect to development, we haven't had a 



            8    development plan presented to us yet.  There is no 



            9    development in the Outer Continental Shelf.  Liberty, the 



           10    proposed Liberty project, Northstar through horizontal 



           11    drilling, gets at a federal deposit, but there is no true 



           12    development anywhere in Alaska's OCS.  



           13              I want to go to somebody if anybody else has any 



           14    comments that has not spoken yet.  



           15                    MR. DONALD CARROLL:  Donald Carroll.  My 



           16    major concern is oil spills in the ocean.  The Prince 



           17    William Sound and the Gulf of Mexico oil spills have shown 



           18    that oil spills are very real and maybe even likely.  If 



           19    there is an oil spill, it will be very hard to clean the 



           20    spill up in the Arctic.  



           21              Part of the reason I'm concerned is because of a 



           22    science fair project that I did last year.  The project 



           23    was called "Cleaning Up Oil Spill in Ice-Infested Waters."  



           24    I tested the effect of temperature and ice on two ways of 



           25    cleaning up oil.  One of those was burning oil and the 
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            1    other technique was using petroleum absorbent material to 



            2    soak up the oil.  



            3              In the oil burning experiment, we poured a 



            4    measured amount of North Slope crude oil into a pan of 



            5    saltwater and weighed the pan with the oil and water in 



            6    it.  The oil floated on the surface of the water, and we 



            7    used a torch to burn the oil.  When the oil stopped 



            8    burning, we applied the torch to it again in order to burn 



            9    as much as possible.  When it was done burning, we weighed 



           10    the pan again with the water and remaining oil residue in 



           11    it and compared the weights.  We did this with room 



           12    temperature water (18 degrees centigrade), water that was 



           13    near freezing, (zero degrees centigrade), and cold water 



           14    that had broken ice stirred into it.  



           15              The results were surprising.  In the room 



           16    temperature water, only 35 percent of the oil burned.  For 



           17    water that was near the freezing point, only 16 percent 



           18    burned.  For cold water mixed with ice, only 11 percent of 



           19    the oil burned.  There was always a lot of black gunk in 



           20    the water that would not burn.  



           21              I was surprised how little of the oil burned.  



           22    Even in warm water conditions, less than half of it 



           23    burned.  And when the water was cold and had ice in it, an 



           24    even smaller percent burned.  



           25              Another problem with burning oil is air 
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            1    pollution.  In addition, there was just an article in the 



            2    newspaper that in the Gulf of Mexico there is lots of ash 



            3    and residue on the bottom of the ocean from burning oil 



            4    there.  



            5              We had a better success rate cleaning up the oil 



            6    with the absorbent material.  We were able to collect up 



            7    to 79 percent of the oil using absorbent pads, but when 



            8    there was ice and water only, 50 percent of the oil was 



            9    absorbed.  In addition, it would be very difficult to even 



           10    get to the oil in a real oil spill if there was ice in the 



           11    area.  



           12              From the results of my experiment, I think it 



           13    would be very difficult to clean up an oil spill in the 



           14    Arctic.  



           15              In your environmental impact statement, you 



           16    should address all current techniques for cleaning up oil 



           17    spills and how effective they would or would not be in the 



           18    Arctic; the need for a major research program to improve 



           19    our ability to clean up oil spills in the Arctic; 



           20    everything that could be done to reduce the chances of 



           21    having an oil spill.  



           22              I have a couple more comments to add.  I mean, I 



           23    know that drilling oil gives countries lots and lots of 



           24    money, and the United States would -- it would be good for 



           25    us to have the money, but if you do spill here, you could 
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            1    create major problems.  And I mean, they might shut it 



            2    down and make it less money.  The people here, we are 



            3    getting more and more out of our tradition, and there is 



            4    not -- money is not helping that much, probably.  



            5              I guess it just might be a better place to stay 



            6    away from, especially offshore drilling, in my opinion.  



            7              That's all I have to say.  



            8                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Not a bad place to end 



            9    this meeting.  Thank you very much.  And I'm glad that you 



           10    took an interest in this business to do that project.  I 



           11    think your results were consistent with what the 



           12    government spent a lot more money than you did to 



           13    determine.  But my understanding is your percentages are 



           14    right on the money.  So very good work.  And barring any 



           15    other questions or comments -- okay.  



           16              Sorry, sir.  Did you have your hand up earlier?  



           17    I didn't see it.  



           18                    MR. PATRICK SUVLA:  No.  My name is 



           19    Patrick Suvla, S-U-V-L-A.  You have been collecting 



           20    information from us for how long and we don't even know if 



           21    there is any studies going on in the ocean, like studies 



           22    on the current.  And from what the news says, it would be 



           23    a lot easier to clean the oil spill if there is any up 



           24    here.  



           25              Now, look, they say it's a lot shallower here, 
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            1    and it would make an oil spill easier to clean.  If you 



            2    fill up a bathtub and the water starts at the bottom, the 



            3    waves are a lot going in one direction.  The more it gets 



            4    full, the waves get less.  And I'm sure that's how our 



            5    ocean would be if there is an oil spill.  There will be a 



            6    lot of waves out there for people trying to clean up an 



            7    oil spill.  And I don't know how long that dispersant is 



            8    going to last down in the Gulf, but I think they will have 



            9    a lot of mud balls to gather up within that time.  



           10              And last -- they sent guys from the seismic on 



           11    Monday -- was it Monday?  Friday.  Saturday.  And I asked 



           12    them a question on what happens after the seismic is done, 



           13    have they gone back and checked on the plants or whatever 



           14    our small mammals eat down at the bottom of the ocean.  



           15    They said they never checked back.  Now, there has got to 



           16    be some damage done on the bottom with that seismic.  



           17              And with all the currents we have up here, if 



           18    there is an oil spill and it's dark and by the time we get 



           19    daylight, which way are they going to start cleaning up, 



           20    the east or west?  Because we have got a lot of currents 



           21    out there.  You got to -- you got to be here when it's 



           22    breakup.  You will see ice going one way and a little 



           23    further out going in a different direction.  So if there 



           24    is an oil spill out there, with all those currents going 



           25    on, which way are the -- are you going to send your boats?  
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            1              And that's all I got.  Thank you.  



            2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.  



            3                    MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  This process 



            4    is looking at oil and gas leasing, but there is other 



            5    modes of energy development that are being developed in 



            6    the oceans.  There is no assessment in this process that's 



            7    looking at different parts of the ocean that may be very 



            8    beneficial to consider for utilizing for specific types of 



            9    cleaner, nondamaging type of impacts without the risks of 



           10    contaminating our ocean.  And those kinds of assessments 



           11    are not in any of these areas.  



           12              There are certain areas in the Arctic that are 



           13    encouraged to -- us to look at for other types of 



           14    development processes that is necessary for other areas of 



           15    usage.  Some of those things are important for our full 



           16    assessment of the usage of the processes that are here.  



           17    If we are not looking at everything such as ocean energy 



           18    management processes that are out there, then it affects 



           19    what we are looking at and ways that we could be looking 



           20    at using certain areas in better ways, less impacting.  



           21              Thanks.  



           22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Let me just ask a 



           23    question on that.  Are you saying that the agency should 



           24    in part -- as part of this exercise, this effort to comply 



           25    with NEPA, that we should examine the potential for wind, 
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            1    wave, tidal energy along with oil and gas energy, and then 



            2    the wind, wave, and tidal energy would provide energy to 



            3    the communities who are most at risk if and when oil and 



            4    gas activities occurred?



            5                    MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  Okay.  At this 



            6    hour of day and night, there is a lot of ways that you 



            7    could look at these processes, and the reality is there is 



            8    a lot of things that are out there that could affect 



            9    decisionmaking processes.  And we need to look at all the 



           10    different factors that can help us make the best judgments 



           11    for this area.  



           12              The risks for us and the damages to our ocean 



           13    are a reality of any of these proposals.  And if we are 



           14    looking at some of these other considerations, it might 



           15    offset some of the decisions that are -- we are being 



           16    forced upon.  



           17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  



           18                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Craig George, for the 



           19    record again.  I liked your comments about the report -- I 



           20    forgot the name of it -- on the Deepwater Horizon spill.  



           21                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Presidential 



           22    Commission report?



           23                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Right.  That one that 



           24    identified complacency as the main culprit resulting in 



           25    the spill.  Then you alluded to gun safety rules, which I 
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            1    thought was actually a good way to approach it.  You have 



            2    hard and fast rules that you can't break in order to 



            3    prevent another one.  



            4              But could you comment just a little further on 



            5    how -- how fighting the normal human tendency towards 



            6    complacency will be integrated into leasing plans?  If 



            7    that's too much, that's fine.  



            8                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I've never thought 



            9    about it in the context of leasing plans, but I've 



           10    certainly thought about it in the context of drilling 



           11    operations and well control specifically.  And you know, 



           12    there are some entities -- activities out there.  For 



           13    example, explosive ordnance disposal, that business, 



           14    that's a business -- I did it for ten years in the Navy -- 



           15    you never brag about your safety record or your 



           16    environmental responsibility record, either.  Never.  The 



           17    first time I heard it bragged about in this context, in 



           18    this occupation, I literally felt myself shaking.  And I 



           19    don't really scare easily.  There's something wrong here.  



           20              Nuclear power, at least some nuclear power 



           21    programs, the Navy's, for example -- I'm biased towards 



           22    the Navy.  I know about the Navy.  Not necessarily 



           23    completely accident free, but no major accidents in the 



           24    Navy nuclear power program.  



           25              The point is through vigilance, which is the 
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            1    opposite of complacency, you can avoid -- could have 



            2    avoided the Deepwater Horizon spill if the cause -- and I 



            3    believe it was primarily complacency, numerous acts of 



            4    complacency.  And that can be avoided.  So I don't know if 



            5    it's possible to say that with unprecedented and 



            6    consistent vigilance and all of the technology working the 



            7    right way and the right location if you are -- if your 



            8    risk is zero even then because Mother Nature -- and we are 



            9    dealing with Mother Nature when they are drilling into 



           10    these deposits.  



           11              But with respect to Deepwater Horizon, it could 



           12    have been prevented with vigilance.  And vigilance is 



           13    always higher right after an accident.  The airline 



           14    industry has proven that and all of these things.



           15                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Exactly.  



           16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  My hope is that my 



           17    agency will evolve into what will become two agencies, one 



           18    in particular who is not going to worry about the 



           19    lawsuits, the environmental analysis, the public 



           20    processes, but will be focusing on the industry.



           21                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Like Doreen mentioned.  



           22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The inspectors that 



           23    Doreen wants to meet and talk to, yes, those people, those 



           24    people who are going to step aboard a platform if 



           25    exploration takes place in 2012.  It won't take place in 
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            1    2011 because no one is going to explore.  But in 2012, for 



            2    example, I think it's fair to say that our agency -- you 



            3    requested it, so you see the face of -- by then they 



            4    should be employees of the Bureau of Safety and 



            5    Environmental Enforcement so people can have some 



            6    confidence because, remember I said right at the very 



            7    beginning, restore the public's trust in this agency; 



            8    that's the overarching goal of the Administration.  So 



            9    yes.  A lot of work to do.  



           10                    MR. ROY AHMAOGAK:  Roy Ahmaogak, for the 



           11    record.  You know, we always -- no matter how much we 



           12    scream and holler at the agencies, history always repeats 



           13    itself with these agencies.  We opposed eastern Beaufort 



           14    Sea lease sale in the past.  We scream and holler at the 



           15    top of our lungs, but still agency would do the lease 



           16    sale.  And you know, history will repeat itself over and 



           17    over.  No matter how much we scream and holler, your 



           18    agency will open it all up just -- it's going to happen 



           19    regardless of how much we scream and holler at you guys.  



           20              You guys can tell us that there will be sound 



           21    technology that -- you can't speak for the oil industry.  



           22    You have no right to tell me that they are going to do a 



           23    good job.  There is no way in the world that you are going 



           24    to speak for the oil industry.  You know, history will 



           25    repeat itself over and over that regardless of how much we 
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            1    scream and holler, the lease sale will proceed, 



            2    regardless.  



            3              We have got guys here that have been up here for 



            4    30 years, and they are still learning new stuff.  You guys 



            5    have been here three or four times.  At least spend some 



            6    time with the community and learn.  We opposed offshore 



            7    drilling from the beginning and we will always oppose it 



            8    to the end.  



            9              Thank you.  



           10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  Okay.  You 



           11    get the last word.  



           12                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  Lois Epstein.  But also 



           13    thanking the community of Barrow for hosting this meeting 



           14    and for all the people who came and said such useful -- 



           15    made such useful comments to the federal government.  



           16              But I just wanted to add on the -- the cause of 



           17    the Deepwater Horizon is something I paid a lot of 



           18    attention to.  I just finished a book by a Houston 



           19    Chronicle reporter, and it's easy to say it's complacency, 



           20    but there really is a lot of issues associated with the 



           21    companies involved.  



           22              BP had Texas City where many people were killed 



           23    in a refinery in 2005.  They had the onshore pipeline 



           24    problems in 2006 in Alaska.  And each time BP said we are 



           25    going to reform our culture, we are going to reform our 
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            1    culture, and there still was obviously problems in the 



            2    Deepwater Horizon.  Halliburton did not do the tests that 



            3    they should have done.  They misinterpreted the negative 



            4    pressure test.  



            5              You know, no matter how good the enforcement is 



            6    on the part of BOEMRE -- and I can think of many cases it 



            7    can get better -- there is going to be some quick 



            8    decisions that are made by industry that it's going to be 



            9    very hard for the regulators to be engaged in.  



           10              So my only point here is that we can do better, 



           11    but there is always going to be some risks, and those are 



           12    the policy calls that have to be made.  So the concerns 



           13    that have been raised today about, you know, the small but 



           14    very real possibility of a major problem have to be 



           15    considered by the decisionmakers.  



           16              Thank you.  



           17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  All right.  



           18    You get the last word.



           19                    MR. WASKA WILLIAMS:  Waska Williams, for 



           20    the record.  I'll speak as a subsistence hunter.  You 



           21    know, there has been the Borough representatives around 



           22    here, but I don't know if they mentioned -- I don't know 



           23    if anybody else mentioned -- I was here a little bit late.  



           24              But IEWC is upon us here shortly.  And the 



           25    decision that IEWC places upon the United States is 
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            1    real.  



            2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  You talking about the 



            3    International Whaling Commission?  



            4                    MR. WASKA WILLIAMS:  Yes.  You know, the 



            5    quota system for our subsistence is up for grabs.  Now, 



            6    you know, the planning areas are coming upon us, too, over 



            7    here.  Is BOEMRE going to place any sanctions for, I 



            8    should say, maybe through the oil companies monies up 



            9    front already in an event of a major spill?  



           10              I'll give you an example.  IEWC doesn't give us 



           11    a quota.  Now our subsistence way of life is in jeopardy.  



           12    Alongside your upcoming lease sale, in the event that a 



           13    major spill happens, our way of life is in jeopardy 



           14    already right there.  



           15              Whaling.  Now, that's not the only subsistence 



           16    needs or resources that we gather.  There is walruses, 



           17    there is the seals, there is the beluga whales and the 



           18    fish.  



           19              Now, are you going to have the companies place 



           20    the amount of money to keep us going just in case there is 



           21    no more whaling for us?  Or the subsistence impacts that 



           22    once there is a spill, that there are monies for us to 



           23    gather food from your area, the beef, pork, chicken, what 



           24    have you?  Are you going to place that to the burden to 



           25    the companies up front already?  
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            1              2012 come right up here shortly, and IEWC 



            2    meetings are coming right up.  They are very real.  And 



            3    it's very scary when I hear of these things as a 



            4    subsistence hunter.  These kind of things that we ingest 



            5    for ourselves bring so much joy, so much.  I tell you this 



            6    much.  I think because of my Native foods, I show up to 



            7    work every day.  I have not missed a day.  That's what I 



            8    think of these things, versus the hamburgers, the chicken, 



            9    what have you that causes sickness amongst the Native 



           10    people.  



           11              And right now there is so much cancer going on.  



           12    Where is it coming from?  Have these studies been studied?  



           13    What is causing cancer so much amongst our old people up 



           14    here?  So much.  It's happening too much.  And I have not 



           15    heard yet of that study why so much cancer going on.  



           16              You know, pros and cons again.  But the truth 



           17    is, are you going to promise us and make the companies put 



           18    up front monies to protect us up here?  Thank you.  



           19                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  I would 



           20    like to thank everybody for coming, spending your holiday 



           21    with us to provide very substantive and helpful comments 



           22    to assist us in preparing this environmental impact 



           23    statement.  Just to let you know, we will try to make it 



           24    tomorrow to Nuiqsut, then continue on to Kaktovik, 



           25    complete the Alaska scoping meetings at the end of the 
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            1    week in Anchorage.  We are going to try to hold government 



            2    to government consultation meetings with the Native 



            3    Village of Point Hope and the Native Village of Point -- 



            4    or the ICAS before the deadline for preparing a scoping 



            5    report, if we can.  We may have to hold teleconference 



            6    calls with those organizations.  



            7              So please join me in crossing your fingers for 



            8    good weather to the east of us for tomorrow so that we can 



            9    get into those communities.  



           10              Thank you again, and have a very nice evening.  



           11               (Proceedings adjourned at 9:37 p.m.)
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  1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

  2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Good evening.  Thank

  3    you very much for coming.  My name is Jeffery Loman.  I'm

  4    the Deputy Regional Director of the Bureau of Ocean Energy

  5    Management, Regulation and Enforcement in Anchorage.  And

  6    I'm going to start by introducing some of our team members

  7    that are here tonight, starting with flying Tim.

  8                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  My name's Tim Holder.  I

  9    am with BOEMRE based in Washington, D.C., and my title is

 10    Arctic liaison, and I keep track of environmental issues.

 11                    MR. MIKE ROUTHIER:  My name is Mike

 12    Routhier.  I work on environmental analysis in the

 13    Anchorage office.

 14                    MR. STEVE TEXTORIS:  I'm Steve Textoris.

 15    I'm in the same bureau, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management,

 16    Regulation and Enforcement in Washington, D.C., and I'm

 17    the D.C. Acting Leasing Specialist, chief.

 18                    MR. BOB SEBASTIAN:  Hi.  I'm Bob

 19    Sebastian.  I'm visiting from the Gulf Region office in

 20    New Orleans, and I'm currently working in Anchorage for a

 21    couple of weeks as Acting Regional Supervisor for leasing

 22    and environment.  Thank you.

 23                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Good evening.  I'm Mike

 24    Haller.  I'm the community liaison for the Alaska Region.

 25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good evening.  My name's
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  1    Jim Kendall.  Up until January 1st I was the chief of the

  2    environmental division for BOEMRE in headquarters, but

  3    since then I'm the Acting Regional Director for the Alaska

  4    OCS Region.

  5                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  And our court reporter

  6    tonight is Mary Vavrik.  I wanted to introduce ourselves

  7    so that during the break, if we go a long time tonight or

  8    at the end of the meeting, you will be able to know who to

  9    ask questions to.  Some people like to ask questions

 10    one-on-one after the meeting.

 11              And that's what we are all here for.  We are

 12    here to learn and answer your questions, especially about

 13    the agency's effort to fulfill its requirements under the

 14    Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, which requires us to

 15    develop a five-year program for offshore oil and gas

 16    leasing.  And this program is for the years 2012 through

 17    2017.  And quite simply, because this is considered a

 18    major federal action pursuant to the National

 19    Environmental Policy Act, we are going to prepare an

 20    environmental impact statement, a programmatic

 21    environmental impact statement for that five-year program.

 22              It's a national program, but we are probably

 23    going to focus primarily on what you're concerned about,

 24    and that's the Arctic.

 25              In the Alaska OCS, the decision was made to put
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  1    on the planning table for potential offshore oil and gas

  2    lease sales three areas:  The Cook Inlet, which has been a

  3    special interest only area in the last five-year plan.  We

  4    expect that that will remain the same unless we hear

  5    something that would be very surprising to us because

  6    there hasn't been any interest expressed by industry or

  7    anyone else, for that matter, for oil and gas leasing in

  8    the Cook Inlet, other than the State of Alaska, and just a

  9    general desire to keep it on the table.  And so we go out

 10    annually and we attempt to find out whether or not there

 11    is any interest in holding offshore oil and gas leases in

 12    the Cook Inlet.  So that's that.

 13              And more importantly tonight, seeing as we are

 14    in Barrow, are the two areas in the Arctic that are on the

 15    planning table:  A planning area in the Beaufort Sea and a

 16    planning area in the Chukchi Sea.  As I think just about

 17    everybody knows, there has been oil and gas leasing more

 18    extensively in the Beaufort Sea.  There are current active

 19    leases in the Beaufort, not as many as there were at the

 20    beginning of this last five-year planning period.  There

 21    have been quite a large number of relinquishments in the

 22    Beaufort Sea.  Companies have relinquished their leases.

 23              And there are 460 leases in the Chukchi Sea, all

 24    gained from one oil and gas lease sale that took place in

 25    February of 2008, Chukchi's lease sale 193.  There have
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  1    been 30 exploration wells drilled in the Beaufort Sea.

  2    There have been five exploration wells drilled in the

  3    Chukchi Sea.  There have been no exploration wells drilled

  4    at all in the Alaska OCS in the last eight years, going on

  5    nine years.  With Shell's announcement that they will not

  6    move ahead with exploration in this next open water

  7    season, we will have gone at that point in time nine years

  8    with zero exploration Alaska's OCS, unprecedented time

  9    period of no exploration in the OCS in Alaska since the

 10    very beginning of exploration drilling in Alaska.

 11              I'm just going to say one just brief thing about

 12    the planning areas in the Arctic.  They are a clean slate.

 13    Unlike the past where the past Administrations have

 14    proposed to hold specific numbers of oil and gas lease

 15    sales in the Chukchi, for example, in the Beaufort, for

 16    example, we have no preconceived amount, if any, oil and

 17    gas lease sales in either of those planning areas.  So

 18    it's a blank slate.  It basically starts really with the

 19    no action decision not to hold any oil and gas lease

 20    sales, which is required to be analyzed under the

 21    provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act, NEPA.

 22              So what we are really here tonight for is to get

 23    your comments about the potential for oil and gas leasing

 24    in the years 2012 through 2017 in the Chukchi and the

 25    Beaufort Sea.  This is going to be our third public
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  1    hearing.  We plan on continuing on and holding a public

  2    hearing in Nuiqsut and Kaktovik and Anchorage.  We were

  3    weathered out of Point Lay and Point Hope last week,

  4    unfortunately.

  5              Some of the things that we have heard in

  6    Kotzebue and Wainwright, for example, is people are very

  7    concerned about the lack of infrastructure, specifically

  8    infrastructure to support oil spill response, lack of

  9    Coast Guard presence, and specifically a port and a Coast

 10    Guard base within close proximity or in the Arctic.

 11    People are very concerned about that.  People are very

 12    concerned about a major oil spill in the Arctic and the

 13    ability of industry to effectively clean it up.  Fresh in

 14    everyone's mind is the Deepwater -- understandably, the

 15    Deepwater Horizon spill in the Gulf of Mexico.

 16              And so we have heard extensive amounts of

 17    concern with respect to industry's ability to respond

 18    effectively to a major oil spill in the kinds of

 19    conditions that I know you are all aware of that exist in

 20    the Arctic.  In general, people think that it's very

 21    important for the Coast Guard to establish presence for

 22    infrastructure to be in place before those kinds of risks,

 23    the activities that would risk a major oil spill would

 24    occur.  People have told us that in all of the

 25    communities.

00008

  1              At the same time, people have said that they

  2    support responsible offshore oil and gas activities,

  3    development, the extraction of those resources, but only

  4    if it can be done safely and environmentally responsibly.

  5              Those are the primary things we have heard.  And

  6    if there aren't any questions about the National

  7    Environmental Policy Act, what it means, the Outer

  8    Continental Shelf Lands Act, I think most of the folks

  9    here understand what those provisions call for.  That's

 10    why we are here.  But if you have any questions, please

 11    feel free to ask.  We would be happy to answer those

 12    questions.  Any other questions about the five-year

 13    planning process, we will be happy to take those

 14    questions.  Please feel free to ask them now.  But

 15    otherwise we will go ahead and take people's comments if

 16    people would like to comment on the five-year proposal.

 17              Yes, Robert.

 18                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  My name is Robert

 19    Suydam.  Just a clarification.  Do you have a map showing

 20    where the active leases are in the two -- in the two

 21    Arctic planning areas?

 22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Do we have it with us?

 23                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Let me -- I'm not sure

 24    that I have it with me.

 25                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  We have been using
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  1    them as handouts.

  2                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  It seems like that

  3    would be helpful for kind of considering what leases may

  4    need to go forward here in the next five-year plan.

  5                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Well, you mean which

  6    leases will still be active?

  7                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  How many active leases

  8    there are now and whether there is need for additional

  9    leasing or whatnot.

 10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Right.  If you could,

 11    share that and pass it around so people can get an idea.

 12    Those maps are available on-line in addition to the

 13    handout if you want to look at them later.  I would just

 14    say, because I was going to mention this, the Chukchi Sea

 15    sale 193 proposal had several alternatives.  The existing

 16    planning area, the one that they held the lease sale in,

 17    has a 25-mile exclusion zone between the coast and the

 18    planning area.

 19              There was another alternative that was

 20    considered but not adopted, and that called for a wider

 21    exclusion zone, 50 miles.  And that was recommended by the

 22    resource agencies, Fish & Wildlife Service and the

 23    National Marine Fisheries Service.  Secretary of the

 24    Interior at the time did not adopt that proposal, but

 25    after the lease sale was said and done, what we saw were
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  1    leases -- except for three.  They happen to be Conoco

  2    Phillip leases -- but there were three leases that

  3    protruded into that larger exclusion zone.

  4              So what does that mean?  It means we came very

  5    close to ending up with the alternative that was

  6    recommended by Fish & Wildlife Service and NMFS.  We did

  7    get a recommendation to -- from one of the folks in one of

  8    the scoping meetings on this round to adopt that wider

  9    exclusion zone for any future oil and gas leasing and --

 10    in the Chukchi Sea.

 11              So what is proposed does not always end up being

 12    reality.  There were many more oil and gas lease sales

 13    proposed in this last five-year plan that did not occur.

 14    If you remember, probably for those of you that have

 15    attended some of these meetings a couple years ago on the

 16    Arctic multi-sale, sale 209, sale 211, sale 214 -- not

 17    14 -- 211, 217, 221, two in the Beaufort, two in the

 18    Chukchi, those sales were canceled.  So -- and then in the

 19    North Aleutian Basin, sale 214, that was completely

 20    canceled and this Administration has decided not to

 21    include the North Aleutian Basin, or Bristol Bay, for any

 22    offshore oil and gas leasing activities whatsoever.

 23              So the agency did a five-year plan, had many

 24    more oil and gas lease sales adopted, but did not in the

 25    end end up holding all of those oil and gas lease sales.
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  1              Any other questions about NEPA, OCSLA, National

  2    Environmental Policy Act, Outer Continental Shelf Lands

  3    Act, or about our five-year planning process?

  4              I'm sorry.  She will need your name.  If you

  5    have anything in writing, like if your comments are in

  6    writing, then you can leave them.  Mary wants them.

  7                    MR. ROY AHMAOGAK:  Thank you.  My name is

  8    Roy Ahmaogak.  My last name is A-H-M-A-O-G-A-K.  I'm a

  9    resident of Barrow.  I'm also a citizen of the United

 10    States and, of course, Alaska.

 11              On your five-year plan that you are going to be

 12    having, with the stuff that occurred in the Gulf of Alaska

 13    [sic], you know, wasn't there stringent measures that they

 14    had to follow, like blowout preventers?  I'm pretty sure

 15    that they did their homework on the blowout preventers.

 16    You know, up here in the Arctic Ocean, it's shallow and

 17    what happened down there was deep.  The shallower the

 18    water, the more the oil is going to spread even if there

 19    was an oil spill.  I mean, wasn't the industry supposed to

 20    take stringent measures and, you know, do their homework?

 21    I'm pretty sure that, you know, blowout preventers work,

 22    but we don't hear about them working.

 23              Where does -- where does your agency stand on

 24    the industry's technology?  I just -- I'm just curious,

 25    you know, because it's so shallow up here, having a major
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  1    blowout is just going to cover the whole ocean.  There is

  2    no doubt about that.  You had Deepwater Horizon down

  3    there.  It was massively deep, you know.  That's -- I

  4    wanted to ask that question, what -- what is your agency

  5    going to do or has done on the technology that oil

  6    industry has saying that it's -- they cannot have an oil

  7    spill?  And look what happened.  Thank you.

  8                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  We have done some

  9    things right off the bat, including change our name.  And

 10    I don't mean that just to be funny.  The Administration

 11    wants to create an agency that can restore the public's

 12    trust.  That's the overarching goal.  But at the end of

 13    this year, the proposal is to create two separate

 14    agencies:  The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management and the

 15    Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement.  The

 16    Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement will focus

 17    exclusively on regulating the industry on well control.

 18              And when you think about it, I think we all

 19    would agree that an oil spill in general is unacceptable

 20    in the Arctic.  It's unacceptable anywhere, but it's

 21    really unacceptable in the Arctic.  A major oil spill like

 22    the Deepwater Horizon is unfathomable in the Arctic.  And

 23    so the way that you are not going to have one -- it's

 24    like -- it's like guns.  You will never shoot yourself if

 25    you never point your gun at yourself.  Well, if we focus
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  1    on well control and we do everything to force industry to

  2    improve, enhance their well control capability, that's the

  3    prevention of an oil spill that we are -- that we are

  4    seeking.  And so that's our goal.

  5              And this new agency with its exclusiveness, its

  6    very narrow responsibility, the hope is that it will be

  7    much more capable of doing it.  The equipment, all studies

  8    and evaluations, including the Presidential Commission's

  9    report are coming out.  There was nothing wrong with the

 10    equipment.  It was complacency.  The primary cause of the

 11    spill was complacency.

 12                    MR. TODD SFORMO:  Todd Sformo.  My

 13    question, sort of going along with Mr. Ahmaogak's

 14    question, was in this upcoming -- in this updated 2012

 15    plan, will you still be using the same definition of a

 16    large -- however you define a large oil spill, will you

 17    still be using that previous definition of what it takes

 18    to be a large oil spill, or will you be using something

 19    that's more maybe realistic, like the Gulf of Mexico

 20    spill?

 21                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  We expect it to be

 22    larger, but not just because there was a large spill in

 23    the Gulf of Mexico.  It would be larger because we know

 24    more about these planning areas:  The geology, some

 25    historical information from drilling that took place, for
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  1    example, in the Klondike well, other things are taken into

  2    account.  And we expect worst-case discharge scenarios to

  3    be, in some areas that we expect exploration, to be pretty

  4    large.

  5                    MR. TODD SFORMO:  Can you give a specific?

  6                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  No, because I'll get

  7    it wrong.  But larger than, I think, we have seen before.

  8    That's what the resource geologists tell me.  I saw a

  9    hand.

 10                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Robert Suydam again.

 11    Just a follow-up to Todd's question.  In previous NEPA

 12    documents, MMS didn't evaluate -- didn't include the

 13    evaluation of a large oil spill in their assessments

 14    because they stated the chances -- the probabilities of an

 15    a large oil spill happening were so slim.  Is that the

 16    approach that BOEMRE is going to take now or are they

 17    using a different approach?

 18                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I think it's safe to

 19    say in one of the environmental reviews between the

 20    five-year plan and the actual exploration, there will be

 21    an analysis of a large oil spill that will include a

 22    number that will be very credible, at least one full-blown

 23    analysis, which will include projections on potential

 24    damage, the ability to respond, clean up, and the amount

 25    that would be cleaned up, and those kind of things that go
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  1    along with that kind of analysis, yes.

  2                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Ben Greene, for the

  3    record.  I want to nitpick on one of the words that you

  4    just used in your answer there, and that word is

  5    "analysis."  So looking at the March 2010 GAO report, a

  6    report that you're certainly familiar with, looking at

  7    then MMS' implementation of NEPA, at the time MMS stated

  8    that it would respond to this and actually have turned

  9    into the federal government a full report or a guidebook

 10    of its NEPA implementation completed by, I think, December

 11    31, 2010.

 12              We haven't seen anything coming out there, and I

 13    was just looking for an update for whether that document

 14    is forthcoming or not.

 15              And as long as I have the microphone, I'll trail

 16    on Robert's question a little bit and --

 17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Hang on.  Let's get

 18    somebody from Washington, D.C. to answer that question.

 19    Who volunteers from Washington, D.C.?  No one.

 20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It's moving forward.  A

 21    lot of the document has been completed.  There are many

 22    chapters that are being written right now, but it is quite

 23    an undertaking, and we are pushing forward as fast as we

 24    can.  We want to make sure that what is released to the

 25    public is sound and correct.
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  1                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Does it make sense to

  2    move forward with the discussion of tonight's

  3    conversation, the programmatic EIS, without that document

  4    being finished?

  5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That is decided way

  6    above us, but this current five-year plan ends in 2012,

  7    and the Secretary cannot consider any leasing unless there

  8    is another five-year plan in place.  So we still have time

  9    to get the NEPA guidebook completed.  We are moving toward

 10    that the same way we are instructed to continue with the

 11    development of the next five-year plan.

 12                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Thank you.

 13                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Did you have another

 14    part?

 15                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Well, I was going to ask

 16    whether in the programmatic EIS that had just begun,

 17    whether the CEQ also had an investigation of the Deepwater

 18    Horizon specifically looking at MMS' implementation of

 19    NEPA as applied to the Macondo well.  And that

 20    investigative report had some pretty strongly-worded

 21    recommendations in terms of what the federal agency needs

 22    to consider in its NEPA documentation.

 23              And one of the things that the North Slope

 24    Borough is very concerned about are significant

 25    thresholds.  That is, what are the thresholds that
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  1    determine whether a particular federal agency will pursue

  2    an EIS versus an EA.  Now, I understand we are talking

  3    about a programmatic EIS here.  So the question of EA is a

  4    little bit in the background, although certainly tiering

  5    from this EIS will become a large part of the next steps

  6    to work toward lease sales.  So I wanted to ask whether

  7    BOEMRE will be considering that CEQ investigation and the

  8    report in this current EIS.

  9                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Yeah.  The -- yes, the

 10    answer is yes.  The answer to CEQ guidance, our NEPA folks

 11    met with CEQ.  I don't know if CEQ initiated that

 12    effort --

 13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.

 14                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Of course.  And CEQ is

 15    taking an interest in all of our NEPA work.  I can tell

 16    you that we had a conference call with them at their

 17    request to go over in detail like I've never seen it.

 18    I've worked for three federal agencies.  I did NEPA work

 19    for all three.  I've never seen that kind of scrutiny from

 20    CEQ in any other context.  And I worked on controversial

 21    and complex projects, did EAs and EISes for hazardous

 22    waste facilities and hog farms and relicensing hydropower

 23    projects and all kinds of different things that -- where

 24    there was litigation and et cetera, but have never seen

 25    this kind of scrutiny.  I won't say scrutiny.  Oversight.
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  1              CEQ is paying very close attention to our NEPA

  2    compliance.  And with respect to guidance, what I think

  3    you will end up seeing in the NEPA implementation

  4    procedures, except for a few idiosyncrasies that are

  5    unique to our agency, the guidance has already been

  6    written.  As you know, almost every federal agency has

  7    NEPA implementation procedures, handbooks.  And there is a

  8    wealth of guidance.

  9              And with respect to the five-year plan, I know

 10    we are going to do this better than any other five-year

 11    plan because the North Slope Borough is going to be a

 12    cooperating agency.

 13                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Good evening.  My name

 14    is Doreen Lampe.  I'd like to ask this question that I

 15    asked your staff this afternoon.  And this has been

 16    getting worse and worse every year.  Every time the oil

 17    companies come up here and they create a new pipeline,

 18    they create a new pad for development, they create areas

 19    where the Native hunters are prohibited from carrying

 20    firearms, and we are continuously losing more and more

 21    ground to oil and gas development and infrastructure.

 22              And AEWC has been the sole entity to try and

 23    come up with a mechanism where we can tell the oil

 24    companies time out.  We need a time-out to catch our

 25    subsistence resources, our natural resources that we have
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  1    depended on for all our existence.  MMS did not do their

  2    job.  I was appalled at the news stories about MMS, the

  3    bribes that they got from the oil companies.

  4              ICAS had to sue MMS because there was just too

  5    much goody, goody two-shoe connections between MMS and the

  6    oil companies.  We had to sue to get our voices heard.

  7    AEWC has been working hard to create a mechanism to tell

  8    these oil companies that you allow to drill for oil and

  9    gas on these lease sales that you permit and allow to

 10    happen.  You allow it to happen.  That is a big impact

 11    already.  Is it in the EIS?  No, I don't think so.  Is it

 12    in any draft EIS?  No.

 13              You just thank AEWC for doing your job.  That is

 14    a big impact on all our coastal villages.  And I'm

 15    appalled that you guys are already coming back up here so

 16    soon.  The sole survivor of the Gulf of Mexico Deepwater

 17    Horizon said he tried to warn the oil companies.  He tried

 18    to warn them, the government.  Who was there to listen at

 19    the government?  They are getting big fancy bribes from

 20    them.  They turn the other cheek.  Who is there to listen

 21    to the little guy?  Who?

 22              Where is those field inspectors that you

 23    promised all these people?  You are going to have a great

 24    new system.  We don't even -- haven't even met your field

 25    inspectors yet, and you are already coming back up here
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  1    with some kind of a grandiose plan, that zero tolerance

  2    crap.  That does not work.

  3              You try and tell these oil companies to come up

  4    here December, January, February.  Tell them to come up

  5    here.  Stay out there in their lease sale for one week.

  6    See how they are going to survive in that weather out with

  7    that ice coming in, jamming our coast up, south wind

  8    bringing all that jam in there, ivu.

  9              I want to know when you guys are going to take

 10    the ball and run and carry that CAA agreement on your

 11    shoulders.  Why do you put the burden on the Inupiat

 12    people?  That is your burden.  That is the impact you

 13    created.  That impact is hurting our communities.  And are

 14    they in the impact statements, your proposed ones?  No,

 15    nothing.

 16              And that lone survivor of that Deepwater

 17    Horizon, who did he have to go to for you guys to finally

 18    listen?  Of all the problems that he figured out what was

 19    going wrong and he barely jumped out and lived to tell the

 20    tale.  What a miracle.  God blessed miracle, that man.

 21    Not for the oil companies.  That man, I don't know if you

 22    oil company people have banned him from even ever working

 23    again, but you guys need to take the ball.  You guys need

 24    to implement the CAA.  You guys are the one permitting

 25    this and allowing it, and we are feeling the impacts.  And
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  1    some of these oil companies don't even want to sign on

  2    anymore.

  3              And I want to know who are your field

  4    inspectors.  Who are your enforcers?  I want to meet them

  5    before you continue any of these meetings.  And this one

  6    bad weather canceled how many of your village trips?

  7    Every single one on the west side of Barrow.  One little

  8    storm.  And you guys want to go up here and sell more

  9    lease sales.

 10              The National Coast Guard Commander Thad Allen,

 11    he came up here before that incident happened.  He met

 12    with our tribes.  He had a government to government

 13    consultation with our tribes.  He was looking for a safe

 14    harbor in case of storms.  He was checking out the North

 15    Slope Borough inventory of the search and rescue aircrafts

 16    and hangar and helicopters.  And they were impressed with

 17    what little they saw.  Very little.

 18              And the incidents that should happen up here,

 19    nobody from Texas, Louisiana, they are not going to be

 20    able to bring up their ships and put out no blowout well.

 21    It's going to be only the U.S. Coast Guard.  How many

 22    commercial vessels you guys have proposed in the beginning

 23    was only one.  And after how many numerous cries in

 24    meetings you guys are barely struggling to get two up

 25    here.  That's not how Shell Oil should be doing business
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  1    in the first place, and you guys had permitted it and

  2    allowed it.

  3              I want to know when you guys are going to take

  4    the ball and carry on the efforts for CAAs before you do

  5    any more lease sales.  That should not be the job of AEWC.

  6    No.  That's your job, MMS, BOEMRE, whatever.  We are

  7    impacted.  We are not on the impact statements.

  8                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Did you want me to

  9    answer those questions?  Which one?

 10                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  CAA.

 11                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  CAA is an interesting

 12    dilemma.  2007, the agency did an environmental assessment

 13    for exploratory drilling proposed by Shell.  We were

 14    challenged in the Ninth Circuit Court, and the court ruled

 15    against the agency, found that it had not complied with --

 16    fully with the provisions of the National Environmental

 17    Policy Act, and said this:  They said that the agency

 18    couldn't rely on the provisions in the CAA, Conflict

 19    Avoidance Agreement.  It's an agreement to avoid conflicts

 20    between oil and gas activities and subsistence activities.

 21    And the court said that the agencies, neither then MMS or

 22    the National Marine Fisheries Service, could rely on it

 23    because it wasn't a party to the agreement, and there was

 24    nothing that it could do if the agreement wasn't reached

 25    or breached.
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  1              Then the court withdrew that decision.  And

  2    Shell withdrew their exploration plan, and the court never

  3    issued a new decision.  But they issued that decision.

  4              So what does that mean?  It kind of means, well,

  5    in my opinion -- and it's just my opinion.  It weakened

  6    the ability of the CAA to be effective.  But the CAA, the

  7    Court still found that it was an agreement between the

  8    industry that signs it, particular companies, and the

  9    AEWC.  And so the Court didn't go into whether or not that

 10    was binding with respect to giving the AEWC the ability to

 11    hold the companies legally responsible for any breach of

 12    that agreement.  Didn't go into that.  Just said, then,

 13    MMS, our agency, and the National Marine Fisheries Service

 14    couldn't rely on it for mitigation.

 15              It is the law under the Marine Mammal Protection

 16    Act that the agencies, my agency, NMFS, that enforces the

 17    Marine Mammal Protection Act or any agency can't approve

 18    anything or allow anything to occur that would prohibit

 19    the stock -- in the case of whales, for example, the stock

 20    from being available for subsistence.  That's a provision

 21    in the Marine Mammal Protection Act to specifically

 22    protect subsistence activities.  And we intend to comply

 23    with that provision and every other provision of the

 24    Marine Mammal Protection Act.

 25              And we intend to make sure that industry doesn't
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  1    unreasonably interfere with subsistence activity of any

  2    kind.  And we think it's significant, and significant with

  3    respect for the purposes of NEPA that if any community

  4    is -- their whaling activities are disrupted for even one

  5    season, that's significant.

  6              So Ben asked a question earlier -- maybe it was

  7    Robert -- somebody, or both.  Everybody is pointing -- you

  8    are raising your hand, somebody is pointing at you.  Okay.

  9    Where is the -- what does the agency consider significant,

 10    significant harm to the human environment.  One disruption

 11    of whaling for one season by anyone, even only one

 12    community, that's significant.  That's the bar.  We won't

 13    approve anything that will disrupt whaling to any one

 14    community for any one whaling season.

 15                    MS. EMMA POKON:  Can you clarify what you

 16    mean by disrupt?  Is that one day or the entire season of

 17    the hunt?  What?  I'm Emma Pokon.  I'm with the Borough.

 18    I just was wondering if you could expand on what you meant

 19    by disrupt.

 20                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Disrupt as in taking

 21    away the ability to whale during that season one day.  We

 22    hope that it doesn't happen for one day.  We certainly

 23    wouldn't knowingly allow industry to disrupt for one day

 24    but, you know, come back and say they disrupted whaling

 25    for one day, they crossed the bar, I think that's -- you
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  1    are getting -- you are getting close to where the

  2    reasonable line lies there.

  3              1985, Shell admits they disrupted whaling.  We

  4    wouldn't allow that to occur again, those activities.  And

  5    the whaling captains and the people that were here, the

  6    whaling crews, they all know what happened then, and those

  7    kinds of activities by oil and gas would not be authorized

  8    by our agency again.

  9                    MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  Our

 10    communities have worked on these processes for a long

 11    time.  There is a lot of concern that has been expressed

 12    through generations.  There also been generations of

 13    impacts that have occurred and multiplied throughout this

 14    process.  We have expressed concerns about health that

 15    have affected us.  Air quality changes and continued

 16    emissions related to the burned gas.  We have expressed

 17    concerns about changes to the water affecting fish

 18    migration passages.  We have complained about concerns to

 19    changes to the land affecting migratory patterns of

 20    animals that we depend on; yet many of our concerns have

 21    not been taken to the heart of the understanding about

 22    these issues.

 23              Your discussion in response only heightens my

 24    concern that it's not appropriate with your understanding

 25    as to what our impacts are.  When we have one day of

00026

  1    weather appropriate for whaling and it's preventing a

  2    successful harvest, that is very devastating to some of

  3    our village communities that rely on these resources for

  4    the nourishment of our families for the winter season to

  5    come.  When you have multiple species impacted and

  6    affecting multiple families in these processes, that's

  7    also very devastating to our communities when we are

  8    trying to give our families a variety of nutritions from

  9    the varieties of food that are necessary for our bodies to

 10    consume in the ways that we consume them with the health

 11    needs that we have.

 12              We have had changes that have affected the

 13    health of some of our foods already.  Early discussions

 14    related to historic developments and contaminants

 15    affecting fish and the way that this information was

 16    presented to our communities was also very bad in the

 17    process.  Taking a whole year to get it to the right

 18    community that was closest to the impact was not

 19    appropriate, as well as the design of the study not

 20    looking at the way that our families consume these fish

 21    and the way that it affects our sharing of these

 22    resources, having the good new first tastes from the

 23    grandparents to the grandchildren, developing the sharing

 24    of these resources to learn the varieties of the body

 25    parts that we consume in our processes.  All of these
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  1    things are very important.

  2              Teaching our families these stories of how to

  3    prepare these things, but yet the value within the process

  4    that is put before us does not take all of these factors

  5    into consideration in this process.  And many of these

  6    things lead to other reactions and social reactions and

  7    negativity and other downtrodden efforts that cause a lot

  8    of conflict.

  9              But when we were working constantly and trying

 10    to communicate all these efforts and they are never

 11    enforced upon -- many of the documents that you have put

 12    forward have changed all of our layers of understanding

 13    what's supposed to be done in one area versus another area

 14    with who is supposed to be receiving these concerns in the

 15    right level in order to create a reaction that prevents

 16    loss of harvesting and the sharing of these things.  When

 17    we are having to constantly work in an effort to get the

 18    communication to the process and making sure that all of

 19    the stories that go with it affect the decisionmaking,

 20    it's impossible because it's been broken down into so many

 21    fragmentations, as well as your processes of dealing with

 22    these developments.

 23              You put some of these development plans with

 24    minimal scenarios, and yet all of the piecemeals that are

 25    supposed to be looking at the process do not get put into
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  1    the studies that look at some of these impacts, all of

  2    these things affect how we deal with this process.  We get

  3    a lot of anger and frustration.  We get a lot of

  4    repercussions in our daily lives as we are walking into

  5    our stores and into our churches because we have people

  6    that have had impacts to this process.

  7              I went to seven villages on the North Slope last

  8    year, and I had concerns at every community of health of

  9    our foods, of our resources affecting the health of our

 10    people.  We share these stories over and over in various

 11    ways, but where does it go?  And the layers of the

 12    processes to effect changes that prevent some of these

 13    impacts.

 14              You talked about some of the ways things have

 15    been done and, yes, it's a flaring of an understanding,

 16    but it's not a full understanding that you have.  Unless

 17    we are continually there educating you in the process,

 18    then your understanding gets changed and your process of

 19    continuing with others in these decisionmaking processes,

 20    you only give me greater concern.  There is a lot of

 21    concern that's already there.  The breakdown of these

 22    processes in trying to allow us to effectively be involved

 23    in the process is not working very well.  It's only

 24    causing us a lot of pain.

 25              We have needs to continue our traditional and
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  1    cultural activities in spite of the changes that are being

  2    proposed with your efforts to come here in these

  3    processes, yet the risks are with us.  We cannot allow the

  4    way that it has been broken down to continue.  Industry's

  5    control of the research process, industry's

  6    self-monitoring cannot continue.  We need to have a better

  7    process in these factors because it's not a good enough

  8    process.

  9              The failures that are being demonstrated, the

 10    rural designation of some of the processes of the

 11    pipelines and how it's being monitored, the failures of

 12    this process to effectively monitor Alpine.  We already

 13    had leaks there.  It's one of your newer small footprints

 14    in the sand, and yet the hours to monitor and effectively

 15    deal with this process we still have leakages occurring.

 16    Year after year we still have multiple sites that are

 17    leaking, and yet our monitoring system is only getting to

 18    one to ten percent of the leakages.

 19              Those kind of failures of these type of

 20    regulatory efforts are really concerning.  But the bigger

 21    thing is we worked really hard to get a health impact

 22    assessment.  The failure to get this into a good process

 23    so that it assesses on the ocean -- it needs to be done.

 24    It started in various layers in the past.  It's never been

 25    completed.  It needs to be done as part of this process.
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  1    It cannot be a weekend assessment that we got with NPRA.

  2    It needs to be a better health impact assessment.  There

  3    is better mechanisms on the Internet on the international

  4    level than what we have in our assessment.

  5              Also, the tools to get all of the responses to

  6    be true abilities to respond instead of stories and plans

  7    on paper need to be done.  I watched what happened with

  8    the Gulf.  I went down and toured the spill.  It only gave

  9    the stories of our Elders that said these plans will fail

 10    reassurance that we know what we are talking about.  They

 11    were failures in many ways.  We know that efforts putting

 12    boom out there is not going to work the same up here.

 13    Inches of ice is going to disrupt that.

 14              The environment that we have is changing so

 15    rapidly.  Your ability to look at research that's been

 16    done over generations versus what's really occurring right

 17    now in our environment is very different.  They have to be

 18    continued, updated, monitored and assessed and reassessed.

 19    And we don't have the mechanisms in place to allow us to

 20    effectively monitor it or assess it.

 21              Thank you.

 22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you, Rosemary.

 23                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  First I'd like to say

 24    thanks to Doreen and Rosemary and Roy for their heartfelt

 25    comments here.  And the concern that they expressed is one

00031

  1    that we of wildlife management for the Borough hear on a

  2    regular basis.  So even though BOEMRE may not be feeling

  3    very welcome at the moment, we haven't done a good job of

  4    saying welcome to Barrow.  And thank you, you know, Jim,

  5    especially you, for coming up as an Acting Director for

  6    Alaska.  We certainly appreciate your ear here in town as

  7    well as in the other villages across the North Slope.

  8    Thank you for you coming in.  Bob, thanks for you coming

  9    up from the Gulf.  And I didn't catch your name, but you

 10    are from D.C.  Thank you for coming, as well.  Appreciate

 11    it.

 12              So even though I said thank you, I want to add a

 13    couple of minor criticisms for requests for the future.

 14    One is I've never been to a scoping meeting on a federal

 15    holiday, and it seems very peculiar that BOEMRE would be

 16    having a scoping meeting today, President's Day.  So

 17    avoiding those in the future would be worthwhile.

 18              I also am a little disappointed that there

 19    aren't big maps on the wall showing where the planning

 20    areas are and showing where the active leases are.  You

 21    know, the map, while a little bit helpful that's drawn up

 22    here, it doesn't do a real good job of depicting where the

 23    planning areas are and so future meetings having a good

 24    map would be helpful.

 25              So I know that you are looking for advice from
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  1    the communities about the next five-year plan and what to

  2    do for leasing.  You have heard tonight, and I'm sure you

  3    have heard in other communities and you certainly will in

  4    the future concerns about oil spills.  And of course,

  5    that's all because of what happened in the Gulf of Mexico.

  6    So in my opinion, that before any additional drilling

  7    occurs up here, there really has to be a demonstration

  8    that the oil companies are capable of preventing an oil

  9    spill, or in the event that bad things happen, that they

 10    are capable of cleaning up that oil spill, including a

 11    major one.

 12              Obviously oil companies don't bear all the

 13    burden when an oil spill, when a tragedy happens like

 14    happened in the Gulf of Mexico.  The Coast Guard was

 15    intimately involved.  I'm sure BOEMRE and National Marine

 16    Fisheries Service and other agencies were involved.  And

 17    Jeff, as you mentioned earlier, you know, there is

 18    concerns about infrastructure.  There aren't the airports;

 19    there aren't harbors to help bring the equipment that

 20    would be needed to clean up an oil spill.  And all of that

 21    needs to be remedied before additional work occurs in the

 22    offshore and the Arctic Alaska.

 23              In my opinion, there shouldn't be any leasing in

 24    the Chukchi or the Beaufort Sea in the next five years,

 25    that there is quite a few active leases.  There have been
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  1    problems with NEPA documents.  There have been problems

  2    with EPA documents or assessments, and it seems like the

  3    government and the companies really need to sort out

  4    those, get those -- get those environmental assessments

  5    right, get those regulations right before doing any more

  6    leases, before allowing for drilling to go forward.

  7              So I guess that's kind of my overall general

  8    comment.  Maybe I'll kind of give some other folks a

  9    chance to talk and then provide some more detailed

 10    comments here in a little bit, as well.

 11                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  If you have written

 12    comments, we can get them into the record.

 13                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Thanks.  I'll have to

 14    send those to Mary or Jim or somebody.

 15                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  You don't have to read

 16    them.  You can put them in the record.

 17                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Yeah.

 18                    MR. TODD SFORMO:  Todd Sformo.  Following

 19    up on Robert's comments, you mentioned at the beginning

 20    there were 30 exploratory wells drilled in the Beaufort

 21    side and five in the Chukchi side.  And yet I don't know

 22    of any single agency that's able to track all of the

 23    shipping that is occurring there.  I've talked to the

 24    Coast Guard and other agencies and companies, and yet all

 25    of the shipping out there is not accounted for.  So if
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  1    there is a problem out there, how are -- how will your

  2    agency, you know, try to remedy this problem?  I mean it

  3    seems like it's something that has to be accounted for in

  4    your plan.

  5                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  What kind of a problem

  6    are you talking about?

  7                    MR. TODD SFORMO:  Well, I can't tell -- if

  8    I -- I can't go to one single place to find out what kind

  9    of shipping is going on, what ships are going through from

 10    the Chukchi to the Beaufort side.

 11                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Tim, what is the -- A,

 12    starts with an A?

 13                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  There is an Arctic

 14    Marine -- well, I'll just try to speak loud enough.  There

 15    is a document called the Arctic Marine Shipping

 16    assessment.  It was adopted by the Arctic Council, which

 17    is made up of eight Arctic nations.  They labored very

 18    hard to get a count of the shipping and where they are

 19    going to and from, but your point is well taken in that

 20    there is no one central agency that's keeping track of

 21    where -- where ships are going to and from.  Obviously,

 22    the general trend is rising exponentially in the last 15

 23    years and destined to keep going in that direction.  And

 24    as time goes forward, because of the melting polar ice

 25    cap, is just making all that increase over time into the

00035

  1    future.

  2              However, the thing in the Gulf of Mexico is they

  3    have way more shipping down there than there is up here.

  4    I'm not sure -- that's one issue that I really didn't hear

  5    a thing about during the Gulf spill was, you know, do

  6    ships keep an eye out for the spill and try to go around

  7    it or whatever.  I know there was a spill on the

  8    Mississippi River, I think it was downriver from New

  9    Orleans, and caused a big clog in shipping for a few

 10    weeks, and that really messed things up for a while.  But

 11    out there in the open water, I don't know.  And up here

 12    there is no -- your point is well taken.  There is no

 13    single agency that's responsible.

 14                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Thank you.  Ben Greene.

 15    And this will just be a very quick note.  In the interest

 16    of making your Barrow visit as productive as possible, I

 17    want to bring your attention -- and maybe you are already

 18    aware -- but a very fascinating and relatively rare event

 19    occurred along the coast right outside of Barrow just over

 20    the last weekend.

 21                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  We noticed because we

 22    were here last week.

 23                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Make sure to take a very

 24    careful look at the ivu.  There are blocks of ice the size

 25    of moderate-sized houses that were obviously pushed with a
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  1    great deal of force a significant distance.  And so, good,

  2    I'm glad to hear that you got to see that.  I just wanted

  3    to bring that to your attention.

  4                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  I'd like to comment on

  5    that.  We were here last week and we flew down from Barrow

  6    to Wainwright, and we saw what we thought was a pretty big

  7    lead.  It was, let's say, a quarter of a mile wide.  Wow,

  8    look at that.  We were all commenting on it.  When we came

  9    back the next day, the open water was just about to the

 10    horizon, and then Friday was the -- the wind was blowing

 11    30 miles an hour from the west and southwest, and then it

 12    became an ivu.  So yeah, we were -- it was amazing to see

 13    it.  Kind of the lead up from the air really was

 14    impressive.

 15                    MS. J. ST. VINCENT:  I'm J. St. Vincent.

 16    I have a question that was generated by listening to Roy

 17    and Doreen and Rosemary that I hadn't thought about before

 18    about subsistence impacts.  Has anyone in your agency or

 19    have you sent individuals or a team to the Slope to stay

 20    with a subsistence activity during one season, like

 21    somebody from your agency to be with the Inupiat people to

 22    see what goes on during, say, one caribou harvest or one

 23    whaling season so the agency would understand more closely

 24    what Rosemary would be talking about about what one day

 25    could mean during whaling season?  Has that happened?
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  1                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Do you think that the

  2    Deputy Regional Director should do that?

  3                    MS. J. ST. VINCENT:  I'd like to see the

  4    Deputy Regional Director do it.  I'll take pictures.

  5                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Much of NEPA doesn't

  6    apply to the Native hunter's ability to harvest.  NEPA

  7    doesn't apply for AEWC to enforce a CAA, but there are

  8    other federal regulations, rules and regulations that

  9    apply that need to be enforced like ANILCA and MMPA.  Who

 10    will be the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation

 11    and Enforcement person who will be assigned to be our

 12    advocate for our right to exist and not be left with a

 13    dump of industrial waste?  If it can't be enforced through

 14    AEWC and the State level, it surely can be enforced at the

 15    federal level.  And I want to know who you are going to

 16    assign to work with us on this.

 17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  You mean by name?

 18                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Whatever.  I mean, you

 19    have got some kind of a big, new game plan.  We haven't

 20    heard much about it.  All you want to do is hear from us,

 21    and we haven't even heard your game plan.

 22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Okay.  Well, we would

 23    be glad to explain the parameters, the details of our

 24    reorganization to the communities, to ICAS, to the other

 25    tribes if people are interested in doing that.  Our
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  1    community liaison is, directly from the job description,

  2    an advocate of communities and especially federally

  3    recognized tribes through government to government

  4    consultation and through other --

  5                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  But they have got no

  6    muscles to enforce a CAA.  I want to know who within the

  7    enforcement agency can we work with to make this happen

  8    and get those burden -- some responsibilities off the

  9    local level.

 10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  When a federal judge

 11    says your agency has no ability to do anything about those

 12    provisions if they are breached or they can't be reached,

 13    that was a problem that came out of that lawsuit that we

 14    don't know how to overcome.  We would be happy to work

 15    with the communities and especially with the AEWC and

 16    others in the whaling communities to reconcile that

 17    problem, but it exists.  And being an advocate for the

 18    communities, for the AEWC is one thing.  Enforcing

 19    provisions or getting -- forcing industry to adopt

 20    provisions in the CAA is something that is problematic.

 21                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  What's the biggest

 22    problem about it?  What is it?  You lack jurisdiction?

 23    What is the biggest problem?

 24                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  That's what the judge

 25    said.  Nothing you can do.
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  1                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  But you are leasing the

  2    ocean out there.

  3                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Nothing you can do if

  4    it's not reached or if it's breached.  I think

  5    everybody -- at least the people who belong to

  6    organizations that were plaintiffs in that case remember

  7    that court decision.

  8                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  There is some federal

  9    regulations that apply to my right to live.

 10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Certainly.

 11    Environmental justice and many other provisions under

 12    federal environmental law and under the MMPA all are part

 13    and parcel to things that fall into that category.  And we

 14    want to protect your right to live and your environment

 15    and your --

 16                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  And subsist.  My right

 17    to life and subsist --

 18                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  And subsist.

 19                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  -- because the way you

 20    guys deal with us, you just say zero tolerance.  You are

 21    so very much pro oil development that you guys don't even

 22    really seriously consider how to protect the Arctic Ocean.

 23    There will be no access to no oil tree for your Coast

 24    Guard or nobody else, for that matter, to get out there.

 25    If there was an accident, that you guys would not be able
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  1    to get out there and send all your hundreds of ships from

  2    the Gulf of Mexico up to the Arctic.  And that will just

  3    wipe out the whole Arctic Chukchi Sea migration route.

  4    All the whales be dead.

  5              And who is going to go to jail?  Who is going to

  6    pay the fine?  One captain went to jail for one year when

  7    Barrow went over the quota limit.  Who is going to jail?

  8    Who went to jail for BP?  What happened to those human

  9    beings that live down there?  Their rights were just

 10    trampled on.

 11                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  Lois Epstein.  I'm an

 12    engineer with the Wilderness Society in Anchorage.  And I

 13    guess one comment I have is I'm hearing a lot of

 14    frustration here about whether there is any information

 15    that could be provided to BOEMRE that might result in a

 16    decision not to lease.  Is there any information that

 17    would show that the difficulties of cleanup, the lack of

 18    enforcement, the lack of ability to carry out the

 19    provisions of the Conflict Avoidance Agreement, any of

 20    that might be in and of itself for some to say we

 21    shouldn't go forward?  But what I'm hearing is that this

 22    is -- this is happening.  And is there any type of data or

 23    legal problems or anything that could convince the

 24    Administration?  Maybe you could just give us a feel for

 25    that.
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  1                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  There is a plethora of

  2    things, a lot of them that we talked about tonight.  On

  3    the other hand, you have two -- roughly three billion

  4    dollars worth of leases in the Beaufort and Chukchi Sea

  5    that belong to companies.

  6              The United States government issued those

  7    leases, collected that money.  Those lessees have certain

  8    rights.  The resource estimates for the Chukchi Sea as

  9    they analyze data over again and to a minor extent gain

 10    new data, those resource estimates are increasing.  And

 11    what may be larger than the largest oil field on earth is

 12    believed to be out there.  That's on the other side of the

 13    equation.

 14              My job isn't to talk anybody into anything here.

 15    I like to answer questions.  I try to stay out of

 16    arguments because as much as people may not think, I don't

 17    work for companies.  I don't advocate for their interests.

 18    I work for the United States government, the Department of

 19    the Interior, and for today the Bureau of Ocean Energy

 20    Management, Regulation and Enforcement.  And this process

 21    under the National Environmental Policy Act and tonight's

 22    meeting is to get comments from the public on the notion

 23    that one or more offshore oil and gas lease sales would be

 24    held in the Arctic in the Beaufort planning area and

 25    Chukchi planning area that, quite frankly, has not been
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  1    defined.  I don't have a map because it's a blank slate

  2    tonight.

  3              And so at every meeting that we have held so

  4    far -- and I'm quite certain that every meeting this

  5    agency holds in Alaska -- I know a little bit about

  6    meetings that this agency holds in Alaska -- there will be

  7    even more concerns in more areas about holding offshore --

  8    more offshore oil and gas lease sales.  Whether or not

  9    there will be a totality of things that convince the

 10    ultimate decisionmaker not to hold any oil and gas lease

 11    sales, I don't know.  I don't know.  Maybe.  That's my

 12    best guess.  Maybe.

 13              The decisionmaker might even ask me.  What I

 14    think is a less important than if the decisionmaker asks

 15    me what I heard during public scoping meetings.  And my

 16    job is to tell that person exactly what all of you tell

 17    me.  And I'll do that, whether I agree with it or not.

 18    I'll tell the truth.  I'll tell them exactly, as I

 19    remember it anyway.  And I don't think I'm biased.  I'm

 20    not because I understand everybody's position here.  I can

 21    relate in more ways than you can imagine to the way people

 22    feel, even the ones that feel very strongly, even the ones

 23    who are the most upset.  I can relate to that.

 24              So I don't have a problem with telling the

 25    decisionmaker exactly what people told me.  And they have

00043

  1    in the past, right before Chukchi Sea sale 193, asked the

  2    question whether or not people in these communities in the

  3    North Slope Borough felt that the oil companies could

  4    clean up a major oil spill.  Asked a whole room full of

  5    people that question.  That's a question where they might

  6    not like the answer.  So it's real silent.  And I had just

  7    been up here and spoken to folks.  Doreen remembers and I

  8    think a few other people remember the first time I came up

  9    here and managed meetings.  So it was real easy just for

 10    me to say no.

 11              And then the next question was:  Well, can they?

 12    And I said I'd bet my money on prevention because the

 13    worst day in the Arctic they will be lucky to stay alive,

 14    much less clean anything up.  You don't have a lot of time

 15    to talk during those meetings, but I got the message

 16    across.  They held the oil and gas lease sale anyway.

 17    That's -- you know, that's the decisionmaker's shot to

 18    call.

 19              In the document, in the executive summary, I

 20    would hope that these concerns, at least the ones, the

 21    concerns that are most relevant to this five-year plan,

 22    will be articulated.  I can make sure that that happens.

 23    I have -- I have quite a bit to say over what ends up in

 24    our environmental documents.  That can sway a

 25    decisionmaker.  They are going to read that for sure.
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  1    They are going to get a briefing on the document.  I

  2    forgot how many pages our five-year programmatic EISes

  3    are.  2,000?

  4                    MR. BOB SEBASTIAN:  It's large.

  5                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Yeah.  And these

  6    Assistant Secretaries and the Secretary of the Interior,

  7    there are just literally hundreds of environmental

  8    documents being produced by people within their agency.

  9    These are very important, and you can bet after the

 10    Deepwater Horizon these decisions have the utmost

 11    attention of the Secretary and the President.  So those

 12    decisions will be well thought this time around.

 13              And everything that has been said tonight and

 14    has been said in the previous meetings I think are all

 15    compelling reasons to not; but at the same time, people

 16    said we need the economic opportunities; the TransAlaska

 17    Pipeline is in a decline, and without the offshore

 18    contribution eventually will stop flowing, and that's an

 19    important part of the economy.  We have heard a little bit

 20    of that at the meetings so far.  We will hear a lot more

 21    in Anchorage.

 22              The majority -- this isn't a democracy, but the

 23    majority of the people in Alaska have been proponents of

 24    offshore oil development.  But it doesn't make any

 25    difference.  It's not a voting thing.  And through
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  1    litigation, through the public process, facilitated by

  2    NEPA, through other efforts that agency heads have made to

  3    hear what people have to say, I think it's pretty safe to

  4    say, put that all together and that's why nine years will

  5    have passed and you will not -- and you have not seen one

  6    single exploratory drilling project in Alaska's Outer

  7    Continental Shelf.  That has not ever happened since they

  8    first started drilling in the OCS in Alaska, ever.  They

  9    went, I think, four or five years once in the mid '80s.

 10              There were two years when I believe there were

 11    17 exploration wells one year and 17 exploration wells the

 12    following year.  And one of them was '85 when Shell

 13    disrupted whaling activities.  So when you hear the

 14    leaders here in the North Slope say too much too fast too

 15    soon, I'm sure that has something to do with it.  There

 16    was too much going on too fast, and whaling was disrupted

 17    for an entire community for an entire season.  Shell

 18    acknowledges it.  It's no secret.

 19               Robert.  Thank you for raising your hand.

 20                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  I figured I'd get you

 21    to stop talking for a while if I raised my hand.  Lois

 22    just mentioned a few things about the lack of information

 23    in the Chukchi planning area, such as limited ability to

 24    clean up oil and other things.  One thing that the North

 25    Slope Borough has commented on in the past that we haven't
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  1    really talked about tonight -- Jeff, I think you mentioned

  2    it earlier on -- is that there is really a limitation in

  3    the amount of information in the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas

  4    for making wise decisions.

  5              Without a doubt, MMS -- BOEMRE and MMS before

  6    has spent a lot of money helping to collect important

  7    information, but the environment has changed hugely.  You

  8    know, the ice has retreated.  The ice is getting thinner.

  9    And the environment is changing in lots of other ways.

 10    And so even though we have got a lot of old information,

 11    it probably isn't pertinent to what's happening now.  So

 12    we need to continue to collect information and do so as

 13    rapidly as we can, especially if lease sales are going to

 14    be held and if oil companies are going to be permitted to

 15    drill.

 16              So I'd like to thank BOEMRE for the science

 17    that's going on.  I look forward to potential

 18    collaborations between the Borough and BOEMRE with regard

 19    to science and collecting needed information, but we

 20    definitely need to move forward with that.

 21              The oil companies, of course, collect a lot of

 22    science, as well.  They go out and look for marine mammals

 23    and look for birds and measure sounds that they are

 24    putting into the water, and I think that's all really

 25    positive.  However, they keep their information private.
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  1    They don't share it with people.

  2              Sure, they will summarize it and give people the

  3    summaries, but if BOEMRE is going to allow Shell and

  4    Conoco Phillips and Stat Oil and other companies to go out

  5    on the ocean and collect environmental data -- not

  6    necessarily the seismic data or drilling data, but the

  7    environmental data about what's happening in the water or

  8    on the water, that that information should be required to

  9    be made public; the data, not necessarily just the

 10    reports; that other people should have the right to be

 11    able to look at that information without having to try to

 12    interpret what the oil companies have done in summarizing

 13    the data.

 14              So the scientific process needs to be much more

 15    transparent than it currently is or has been for decades

 16    up here.

 17              In the past -- well, also related to kind of

 18    studies is the issue of cumulative impacts.  This is kind

 19    of what Todd was talking about a moment ago about ship

 20    traffic.  All the ships that are moving through the Arctic

 21    are putting a lot of sound into the water, and that sound

 22    has the potential to deflect bowheads or belugas or other

 23    animals away from areas where they used to be hunted or

 24    areas where they feed or rest or calve.

 25              And so we need to better understand cumulative
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  1    impacts.  And in order to do that, we have to have a good

  2    archive of information about what the human activities

  3    were out there.  We need to know all the ships.  And most

  4    of the ships that are out there are oil and gas companies,

  5    but there is others, too.  We need to have good

  6    information about the human activities in the Beaufort and

  7    Chukchi Sea planning area, and we need that information to

  8    assess cumulative impacts.

  9              On top of that, we also know that the

 10    exploration activities in Canada, especially in the

 11    eastern Beaufort Sea and in Russia in the western Chukchi

 12    Sea, that oil exploration is increasing there, too.  And

 13    so BOEMRE needs to make sure they are talking to their

 14    Canadian counterparts and Russian counterparts to be aware

 15    of the information about activities that are going on

 16    there so when you do the NEPA analysis of cumulative

 17    impacts, you can actually do a reasonable job of assessing

 18    them; not just listing them out, but assessing what the

 19    cumulative impacts might be to the biology of bowhead

 20    whales, belugas, or other animals.

 21              And then one other comment that I want to make

 22    is that in the past there have been deferral areas in the

 23    Beaufort Sea for whaling.  There was one around Barrow.

 24    There was one around Cross Island for the Nuiqsut hunters

 25    and there was one around Kaktovik.  And currently those
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  1    deferral areas around Kaktovik and Barrow are still in

  2    place.  But, I don't know, maybe five or ten years ago the

  3    deferral area around Cross Island was removed.  And I

  4    think that was disappointing.  And I think that BOEMRE

  5    should seriously consider putting that deferral area back

  6    in place.  Obviously there are leases that have already

  7    been sold there, and I'm not suggesting that necessarily

  8    those leases be bought back, but don't offer any more

  9    lease tracts in the deferral area around Cross Island in

 10    the next five-year plan.

 11              And this really gets to kind of what Doreen is

 12    trying to get at is, like, sure, the CAA between oil

 13    companies and the AEWC can't be used by the federal

 14    government to enforce, you know, disturbance issues

 15    related to marine mammals, but you guys can do something.

 16    You can do things to make sure that marine mammals are

 17    available to hunters in the areas where they have been in

 18    the past.  A deferral area or time in area closures are

 19    certainly things that should be considered in an EIS for

 20    the Beaufort and Chukchi Sea planning areas.

 21                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Robert, what kind of

 22    an exclusion zone in Cross Island would you recommend, the

 23    same one that was there before or bigger?

 24                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  To tell you the truth,

 25    I don't remember exactly what was there before, but
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  1    talking to the Nuiqsut hunters would be the best road to

  2    take.  The other piece of information that would be

  3    valuable is the study that you helped fund, and I think

  4    Shell may have helped fund part of it, as well, which is

  5    the Michael Galganaitis study on looking at tracks of

  6    where the hunting crews went when they were out whaling,

  7    and that information will provide lots of good details

  8    about where boats go.

  9                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Science that industry

 10    has today that you know that is complete that you would

 11    like and haven't been able to obtain, can you name

 12    anything?

 13                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Everything.  They

 14    won't provide any of their data in terms of some of the

 15    contaminants data.

 16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Can you send to me via

 17    e-mail the specifics, and then we will try to see if we

 18    can just -- I mean, you know, pick, like, your top to

 19    start with, top three things and then we will go to work

 20    just to see how we do.

 21                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  That would be

 22    fantastic.  It's always been problematic that the

 23    companies are willing to baseline -- they are willing to

 24    share summarized information but not the raw data, with

 25    one exception, and that exception is BP.  And they have
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  1    been more than willing to share the data with us.  So

  2    despite their problems in the Gulf of Mexico and on the

  3    North Slope in some cases, from a science perspective they

  4    have been quite willing to work with us and be very

  5    transparent in their science, except seismic data.

  6                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Well, proprietary data

  7    we will have little luck with, and we might go to jail if

  8    we give it up.

  9                    MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  My name is Geoff

 10    Carroll.  And I have been a wildlife biologist on the

 11    North Slope for over 30 years.  I've worked for the

 12    National Marine Fisheries, the North Slope Borough, and

 13    currently Alaska Department of Fish & Game.  I'm going to

 14    be speaking as a private citizen, and these don't

 15    represent the views of any agency.

 16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Fair enough.

 17                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  He just doesn't want

 18    to get fired.

 19                    MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  Okay.  I'd like to

 20    thank you also for coming up here and getting people's

 21    input and opinions on this very important subject.  First

 22    I have a question and then I'll have a few comments.  The

 23    question is, you know, with the Gulf of Mexico spill, what

 24    we observed was a situation where there have been all

 25    these amazing advances on their ability to drill.  They
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  1    were drilling in five miles of water and going way down

  2    and going a long way beyond that.  And there have been

  3    amazing advances in that technology, but when there was a

  4    spill, it was like back to the Dark Ages.  I mean, there

  5    have been no advances really in oil spill cleanup.

  6              And kind of a question is, is there a push

  7    within your agency to somehow advance the research and

  8    development in oil spill cleanup techniques?

  9                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Well, there is

 10    probably a bigger push now than there has been maybe ever

 11    within this agency, my agency.  I personally, though --

 12    I've cleaned up small oil spills when I worked for the

 13    Navy Public Works Center in San Diego.  Never large oil

 14    spills on the water.  I'm not optimistic that there is

 15    going to be some massive advance here.  I haven't given it

 16    a lot of thought, but there has been a lot of great people

 17    that -- including some famous people, the actor -- I

 18    forgot his name, the good-looking fellow, and whatnot that

 19    have worked on it.

 20              And so, you know, things are -- necessity is the

 21    mother of invention, but we haven't seen much.  And we

 22    have been cleaning up things we spill on our floor the

 23    same old way.  Maybe more wasteful than we used to.  We

 24    used to use a rag; now we use throw-away stuff.  But I

 25    don't think you are going to ever see some gizmo that you
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  1    can throw out there on the water -- maybe I'm wrong.  I

  2    hope I'm wrong -- but I'm doubtful that there is going to

  3    be significant advances.

  4              And really when you think about it, especially

  5    in the Arctic and especially given the causation for the

  6    Deepwater Horizon -- the causation primarily is

  7    complacency, the opposite of which is vigilance.  And only

  8    11 people died.  A lot more could have.  They had a lot of

  9    personal reasons to be vigilant, and they weren't.

 10              There is -- there are -- I think your well

 11    control enhancement, other prevention, a regulatory regime

 12    that is both feared and respected, things that are

 13    longstanding motivators of vigilance will negate the need

 14    for some new inventions in spill response, but that's just

 15    my opinion.  Sorry.  Long answer.

 16                    MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  Okay.  Thank you.  You

 17    know, I, along with a lot of North Slope people, you know,

 18    we really do appreciate the economic benefits that

 19    petroleum development has brought, and we would probably

 20    like to see this continue, but however, we want to see

 21    this done with as little negative impact to the people,

 22    the wildlife and the rest of the environment as possible.

 23              And I might have kind got off on the wrong track

 24    in my comments here.  Basically I saw this as a scoping

 25    meeting, so right now they are suggestions of topics I'd
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  1    like to see covered when you write your environmental

  2    impact statement and, you know, develop your five-year

  3    plan.  So you know, okay.

  4              When we hear about offshore development,

  5    probably the first thing that comes to mind is the risk of

  6    an oil spill.  We know that oil spills are quite possible.

  7    We've seen huge devastating oil spills in Prince William

  8    Sound and the Gulf of Mexico.  We also know that they're

  9    very difficult to clean up and that they have many

 10    impacts.

 11              There are several aspects about the Arctic, such

 12    as ice-covered waters, the cold, the dark, distance to

 13    infrastructure that make it extremely difficult to clean

 14    up a spill.  Many people here feel that oil development

 15    should just not occur until there are proven methods for

 16    controlling and cleaning up an oil spill.  Because a major

 17    oil spill is quite possible and because it would be

 18    extremely difficult to clean one up, I'd like to see

 19    BOEMRE address the following issues in the environmental

 20    impact statement.

 21              Number one, what impacts could a major oil spill

 22    have on the people, wildlife, and the rest of the

 23    environment in northern Alaska.  I think it should be

 24    listed out just what impacts could result from this.

 25              Number two, if exploration and development are
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  1    allowed, what precautions would be required of oil

  2    companies to make an oil spill as unlikely as possible.

  3              Three, when oil spills do occur, what means are

  4    available to clean up oil in various conditions that are

  5    present in the Arctic, such as the extreme cold, the

  6    darkness, ice-covered waters and the stormy weather.

  7              In the Gulf of Mexico, one of the primary

  8    techniques used to deal with the oil was dispersants, and

  9    it seems like that was done without really understanding

 10    the long-term effects of the dispersants on the

 11    environment.  The EIS should address the effectiveness of

 12    dispersants in cold waters or the conditions up here, and

 13    it should also discuss the negative impacts the

 14    dispersants could have on the local environment.

 15              Number five, I'd like to know how does BOEMRE

 16    plan to deal with such issues such as the lack of

 17    infrastructure to support the ships and people that would

 18    be needed for oil spill cleanup.  I think we have heard

 19    that several times this evening, but, man, there is just

 20    no facilities around here to get the ships and everything

 21    else into place to even attempt an oil spill cleanup.  And

 22    if development does proceed and there is an oil spill and

 23    it cannot be cleaned up, what financial and human

 24    resources will be provided to local communities?

 25              In addition to oil spills, there are many other
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  1    issues that could be addressed in an EIS.  One of those

  2    would be what steps should be taken to gather baseline

  3    information to fill the information gaps about wildlife

  4    and oceanographic conditions.  And also a listing of what

  5    studies should be developed to measure the effects on

  6    wildlife and people if the exploration and development do

  7    occur.

  8              The EIS should address how climate change could

  9    affect exploration and development plans like -- as Robert

 10    mentioned, all the studies that have taken place up to

 11    now, you know, it's a whole different playing field now.

 12    The ice is different, the weather patterns are different.

 13    And you know, even studies that take place today, in ten

 14    years it's all going to change.  So everything that's

 15    discussed needs to be -- you need to take the fact that

 16    global climate change is taking place and that things are

 17    going to be in a constant state of change.

 18              What effects could the noises associated with

 19    exploration and development have on wildlife?  Which of

 20    these effects will be detrimental to wildlife and which of

 21    those effects -- because it's affecting the wildlife, how

 22    could that affect hunters and what negative effects could

 23    it have on the people up here?  Also what other factors,

 24    such as seismic surveys, ship traffic and aircraft traffic

 25    could affect wildlife?  How could these effects be
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  1    detrimental to hunters, as well?

  2              And you know what could be done to minimize the

  3    impacts of industrial noise, ship traffic, and seismic

  4    surveys on wildlife and the people that hunt them?  So I'd

  5    like to see it outlined what all factors could affect the

  6    wildlife and the people and also what could be done about

  7    it.

  8              And also, you know, what impacts could result

  9    from air and water pollution given off from exploration

 10    and development sites and what can be done to minimize

 11    this?

 12              One issue is that the Bering Strait is kind of a

 13    choke point in the migration path of bowhead and beluga

 14    whales and a lot of other marine mammals.  It's a

 15    relatively narrow space, and a lot of animals migrate

 16    through.  And we are seeing increased ship traffic every

 17    year and, of course, they are funneled into that narrow

 18    area, as well.  So it's going to eventually increase and

 19    more ship strikes and disruption of migrations.  The EIS

 20    should address what can be done to limit the ship traffic

 21    through the Bering Strait during migrations and other

 22    mitigation measures as far as affecting these migrations.

 23              The EIS should also seriously consider

 24    cumulative impacts.  In the past agencies have often

 25    preferred to look at development and exploration one
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  1    project at a time.  Many times there is sort of a limited

  2    impact for one project and, it's only when you look at the

  3    total impact of many projects that a major problem is

  4    obvious.

  5              When you outline cumulative impacts, you should

  6    consider all the activities related to petroleum,

  7    shipping, research projects, and military activities in

  8    the northern oceans that -- everything that's going to be

  9    taking place in the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas, including

 10    the Canadian and Russian waters.

 11              So thank you for letting me testify.

 12                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.

 13                    MR. WALTER AKPIK:  My name is Walter

 14    Akpik, and I'm a Barrow resident.  I just wanted to ask,

 15    have you come up to do more studies on the ice that we

 16    have out here?  You need to do more studies because once

 17    that ice starts moving with the wind and the current

 18    moving together, there is no man-made object that's going

 19    to stop it, especially with an oil rig out there.  It's

 20    just going to topple it over without notice.

 21              And you guys will give the crews down there a

 22    second chance to push the panic button to get everybody

 23    out.  It just happens like that.  I have been here about

 24    60 years, and I know how that ice works.  There is no

 25    man-made such things that's able to stop that ice once it
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  1    starts moving with that current we got out here.  So do

  2    more studies on that ice that we have out here,

  3    wintertime.

  4                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  We have

  5    people that have not spoke yet.

  6                    MS. VERA WILLIAMS:  I'm Vera Williams from

  7    Barrow, Alaska.  My concern, I guess, is what everybody

  8    has also stated.  That ice out there, just happened just

  9    the other day, and it's almost two, three stories high in

 10    some areas.  And you know, if you were to start

 11    collecting, even the weather bureau has all the data also

 12    for the amount of wind we had just the other day to see

 13    that ice pile up out there.

 14              That's another area that you guys need to, I

 15    think, at least consider our concerns that the ice is --

 16    is powerful.  And Mother Nature -- you can't really stop

 17    Mother Nature, but those are other areas that you could

 18    look at also and tap into and take pictures out there to

 19    see what magnitude four to six feet thickness of ice is

 20    all piled up out there.  You know, those are our concerns.

 21              How could you -- how could someone prove to us

 22    that something could live through that, you know.  That's

 23    our ocean out there.

 24              And also, you know, just a suggestion, I heard a

 25    couple places where infrastructure is not visibly here.
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  1    Those areas also need to be really touched up on and make

  2    those infrastructures be placed on the North Slope and

  3    scatter them around where you are going to have an oil

  4    spill; have it all around where they will be mobile and

  5    easy, you know, in different areas on the North Slope.  We

  6    have seven villages, and most of them are out in the, you

  7    know, coastal areas.  You could have those areas for

  8    designated spots, also, for, you know, planning something

  9    that could be implemented and into your five-year plan as

 10    you progress through your five-year plan.

 11              You know, that's just my suggestion that some

 12    kind of mandatory thing needs to be placed for the oil

 13    industry to have it out there or else you ask the federal

 14    government to place it out there and have it mobile, ready

 15    for any disaster.

 16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.

 17                    MR. CRAIG GEORGE:  Craig George, for the

 18    record.  For the record, my name is Craig George, and I've

 19    lived in the community for about 30 years now, and I've

 20    studied bowheads through most of that time.  So a lot of

 21    my comments will be bowhead-centric.

 22              But a couple things:  Regarding bowheads, I just

 23    completed a -- well, a dissertation on bowheads, and

 24    really what became clear is that one of the key features

 25    of being a bowhead is its baleen.  That's the apparatus
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  1    which allows it to make a living out here.  And it's

  2    fairly unique to that animal in its length and the quality

  3    of it, the extensiveness of it.

  4              A bowhead is -- a third of the body is its head.

  5    It's kind of a swimming head, and it has 640 baleen hairs.

  6    I don't have an example here.  It has these long fringe

  7    hairs that can be over a foot in length.  Hey, there is

  8    one.  From -- relatively small, actually.  But those

  9    fringe hairs coming off there, those are really what makes

 10    it work as a plankton or zooplankton filter.

 11              And to date there has only been one study on how

 12    oil ingestion could affect its ability to filter

 13    zooplankton, and that seems like kind of a precursor to

 14    doing any further research -- leasing is to really

 15    understand how the animal might be affected by that.

 16              In the Norwegian Arctic, they noticed that the

 17    seismic noise affects in particular the gadids, the cod,

 18    the -- and herring, and they may vacate a fjord where

 19    they've been shooting seismic.  And as far as I know,

 20    there hasn't been any -- the Elders constantly ask about

 21    this here.  What does seismic do to the smaller critters?

 22    We have some idea what it does to the larger critters, but

 23    not the smaller ones.

 24              Every meeting Rossman Peetook asks how seismic

 25    noise affects krill, and we have never had an answer.  So
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  1    that seems like a worthwhile study project.  And in fact,

  2    they have shown, like I mentioned in Norway, that seismic

  3    noise does affect the distribution of fish.  And Arctic

  4    cod, of course, are one of the keystone species in the

  5    Arctic system.  So that's something you need to look at.

  6              We've heard a lot about demonstrating the

  7    ability to clean up oil.  I agree that it seems

  8    objectionable to pour oil into the ocean, do a spill test,

  9    but I think -- unfortunately, I think that probably needs

 10    to be done to really do an honest test.  And actually,

 11    Jeff, your comments have been sort of -- about the ability

 12    to clean up oil, I think have been quite honest, that this

 13    time of year with the current speeds and the darkness and

 14    the temperatures, I think there are periods -- well,

 15    clearly there are periods where it would be irresponsible

 16    to put people out there because they wouldn't survive.

 17    And we need a really good gap analysis in the next EIS --

 18    gap response analysis -- sorry -- on oil spill cleanup.

 19              Mentioned storms.  The most powerful storm since

 20    I have been here was in 1989.  Some of you may remember.

 21    It toppled cabins and tore roofs off in town.  And the

 22    unofficial wind speed was 103 miles an hour at the DEW

 23    line.  But the weather service instruments failed.  So

 24    there is really no record.  I think their peak gusts quit

 25    about 70, but that was an incredibly powerful storm.  I
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  1    think it did a lot of damage in Wainwright, as well.

  2              Okay.  Telemetry work, actually BLM, mainly

  3    through the efforts of Chukchi Monnett --

  4                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Not BLM; BOEMRE.

  5                    MR. CRAIG GEORGE:  Oh, I'm sorry.  It was

  6    MMS.  BOEMRE now.  Sorry.  Thank you.  Has funded what's

  7    now a really world class satellite telemetry study on

  8    bowheads.  A lot of the tagging was done here at Barrow,

  9    and also over in Arctic Canada, and it's told us a lot.

 10              And essentially every tagged whale -- I don't

 11    have the images here, but they have all taken off various

 12    directions, but every single one except one has gone

 13    through the current lease area, which is roughly like so

 14    [indicating], I guess.  I can't draw it.  But anyway, they

 15    all come down and they hit this coast and they spend up to

 16    two months down here.  And if there was an oil release

 17    under the predominant wind, which is northeast, you know,

 18    you have the potential both here and down here

 19    [indicating] to affect the entire bowhead population.  So

 20    that wouldn't be good.

 21              But anyway, some oil spill scenarios, looking

 22    at -- I think we're too focused on these small areas --

 23    not small areas.  On these specific areas in the planning

 24    areas, but a lot of these -- essentially all marine

 25    mammals are migratory, so we have got to look at the big
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  1    picture.  And this was funded by this agency.  And as I

  2    understand it, Robert, the information was not in the

  3    last --

  4                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  The recent NEPA

  5    document.

  6                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  The recent NEPA

  7    document, which was -- it wasn't included in that.

  8                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The most recent NEPA

  9    document that we have that is still a work in process is

 10    the supplemental environmental impact statement for sale

 11    193's court remand.

 12                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  And that wasn't in the

 13    initial -- I know it caused a lot of --

 14                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The 193 FEIS.

 15                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Right.  Is it in it

 16    now?  Anyway, you have this beautiful data set --

 17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The man behind you

 18    will answer.

 19                    MR. MIKE ROUTHIER:  It will be.  We were

 20    up here in November to talk about the draft SEIS.  Since

 21    that time we have received a great number of comments and

 22    we have been working hard to address them.  We are still

 23    in that process.  And as part of that process, we are

 24    adding additional studies that have come out recently that

 25    either weren't available at the time we worked on the SEIS
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  1    or for whatever reason weren't in that document.  We did

  2    go back and add more studies, including the one you are

  3    referring to.

  4                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Okay.  Good.  That's

  5    some good news.  Okay.  And then there has been mention of

  6    shipping, and here is my sort of crude depiction of the

  7    Bering Strait.  Here is St. Lawrence.  But all the

  8    bowheads went like so, and then down through here on the

  9    west side in fall, and they all came up west of

 10    St. Lawrence Island.  And this fits with local knowledge,

 11    as well.

 12              Very few go east.  Very few whales go east of

 13    St. Lawrence Island.  But this is right in the shipping

 14    lanes [indicating].  So I don't know if it's the purview

 15    of the EIS, but shipping lanes and speed controls in this

 16    area really need to be put in place.

 17              We know from the bowhead's cousin on the East

 18    Coast, the right whale, that they don't get along well

 19    with ships.  In fact, they get hit with great frequency.

 20    And it's generally when they are feeding and breeding, not

 21    necessarily migrating, but when they are feeding and

 22    breeding you see them oblivious to a lot of things.  We

 23    know about the big deflections of whales from seismic work

 24    here, mid Beaufort, during migration.  Over in Canada they

 25    are considerably less.  And so anyway, this is -- this is
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  1    a big problem.  And if there is a lot of shipping

  2    associated with oil and gas activity -- and Arctic

  3    shipping, of course, is beyond the -- well, it should be

  4    included in the cumulative analysis, but there will be --

  5    there will be problems in here.  It's just a matter of the

  6    magnitude of it.

  7              Local knowledge, as much as you possibly can

  8    include that in the EIS, we have innumerable examples of

  9    where local knowledge has been proven correct by

 10    scientific studies.  Most recent is the bowhead's ability

 11    to smell in their olfaction.  And you pick up any

 12    textbooks, it says cetaceans are incapable of it.  The

 13    locals have been telling us for years that they can smell,

 14    and we have completed a recent study that confirmed that,

 15    at least looking at the anatomy and the gene expression,

 16    that sort of thing.

 17              And then Rosemary mentioned something

 18    interesting about displacement of subsistence activity

 19    like in the Prudhoe -- let's see here.  This is Kuparuk

 20    and Prudhoe area.  And as far as I know, this area that

 21    was formerly inhabited by local people and a lot of

 22    hunting took place, a lot of homes scattered through here,

 23    old sod homes, I think there is virtually no hunting in

 24    there, is that correct?  So arguably one of the biggest

 25    impacts of the oil industry has been people.
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  1              And that's -- you will have formal comments to

  2    all this from the Borough and our wildlife department, but

  3    just a couple points to consider.  Thank you.

  4                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.

  5    I don't know, Robert.  I think a collective work of a map

  6    during a meeting is more of a learning experience than the

  7    fancy ones consultants use.

  8                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  How about both?

  9                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Let me play the devil's

 10    advocate and say I support drilling and I want to work

 11    with you.  And I want to know how the oil companies are

 12    going to get to and from their site.  I want to help you

 13    out and get that done.  And I want to help you out and

 14    figure out a way out to export that oil out of there.

 15    Where is that information?  We never get that information.

 16    That's one of the biggest impacts that you will be

 17    impacted from is the actual development of that lease sale

 18    site.

 19              And I support you on developing that site and

 20    making sure we have the best oil spill response plan in

 21    the whole wide world, and I talk to my people and I tell

 22    them this is the best, and this is how they are going to

 23    export the oil and this is how they are going to access

 24    the site.  Where is that information?

 25              And I would even appease the mayor and tell him
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  1    there will be no drilling discharge.  And I'm going to

  2    work with you.  I'm going to be your new best friend.

  3    Where is all this information that I need to work with you

  4    to make sure this goes right, this is done right?  There

  5    is going to be an 80-mile pipeline under the Chukchi Sea

  6    from, what, those Burger or Klondike, from there to

  7    Wainwright and then from Wainwright to Pump Station 1?  Is

  8    that the big plan?

  9              And then in the event of an oil spill, who is

 10    going to come and help us?  The military?  They are going

 11    to pull them out of the Middle East and they will come and

 12    help us?  What are we going to do?  I'm your new best

 13    friend.  You tell me.

 14              No zero discharge in the ocean.  We are going to

 15    have a hub in Wainwright.  We are going to have a pipeline

 16    undersea.  We are going to connect to Pump Station 4,

 17    whatever.  Realistically we will only operate from July to

 18    October, realistically, if I'm your oil person.  That's

 19    only possible due to life health safety measures we are

 20    going to have to take.

 21              So could you compromise?  Would you compromise

 22    and say, okay, we support it?  Let's give them what they

 23    want.  Zero discharge.  No discharge in the Arctic Ocean.

 24              Those crystalline silica drilling muds are

 25    cancer-causing chemicals that settle to the bottom of the
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  1    ocean.  And I seen a presentation; all the little

  2    creatures, the little critters, whatever, they hibernate

  3    three to four feet down in the muds of the ocean.  They

  4    had drilled a four-foot-by-four-foot-by-four-foot deep

  5    piece of mud from the ocean, and they expected to find

  6    nothing but mud.  But no, they found all these little

  7    critters hibernating in the bottom of that mud in the

  8    Arctic Ocean.

  9              So would you guys even compromise at all?  Would

 10    you guys give up your NPDES permit?  Would you guys say

 11    they support it?  Let's compromise.  Let's go along with

 12    their zero drilling request.  How will you be able to

 13    compromise with us?

 14                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Is that a question?

 15                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Yes.

 16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The permit isn't --

 17    doesn't belong to our agency.  It belongs to the

 18    permittees.  In the recent case, it was Shell.  And they

 19    did for the Beaufort alter their revised plan to go to a

 20    true zero discharge scenario, but they didn't receive an

 21    air permit, so they canceled their drilling operation.

 22              So from their perspective -- I read today in one

 23    of the commerce journals here in Alaska Shell says they

 24    have 30 -- had 34 permits but did not have an air permit,

 25    so --
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  1              But going back to your initial recommendation,

  2    will we work with you?  Yes.  Will we cooperate with you

  3    and, for example, ICAS?  Yes.  ICAS is a federally

  4    recognized tribe, of course, and federally recognized

  5    tribes can be cooperating agencies when we are preparing

  6    an environmental impact statement.  So yes, and yes.

  7              With respect to development, we haven't had a

  8    development plan presented to us yet.  There is no

  9    development in the Outer Continental Shelf.  Liberty, the

 10    proposed Liberty project, Northstar through horizontal

 11    drilling, gets at a federal deposit, but there is no true

 12    development anywhere in Alaska's OCS.

 13              I want to go to somebody if anybody else has any

 14    comments that has not spoken yet.

 15                    MR. DONALD CARROLL:  Donald Carroll.  My

 16    major concern is oil spills in the ocean.  The Prince

 17    William Sound and the Gulf of Mexico oil spills have shown

 18    that oil spills are very real and maybe even likely.  If

 19    there is an oil spill, it will be very hard to clean the

 20    spill up in the Arctic.

 21              Part of the reason I'm concerned is because of a

 22    science fair project that I did last year.  The project

 23    was called "Cleaning Up Oil Spill in Ice-Infested Waters."

 24    I tested the effect of temperature and ice on two ways of

 25    cleaning up oil.  One of those was burning oil and the
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  1    other technique was using petroleum absorbent material to

  2    soak up the oil.

  3              In the oil burning experiment, we poured a

  4    measured amount of North Slope crude oil into a pan of

  5    saltwater and weighed the pan with the oil and water in

  6    it.  The oil floated on the surface of the water, and we

  7    used a torch to burn the oil.  When the oil stopped

  8    burning, we applied the torch to it again in order to burn

  9    as much as possible.  When it was done burning, we weighed

 10    the pan again with the water and remaining oil residue in

 11    it and compared the weights.  We did this with room

 12    temperature water (18 degrees centigrade), water that was

 13    near freezing, (zero degrees centigrade), and cold water

 14    that had broken ice stirred into it.

 15              The results were surprising.  In the room

 16    temperature water, only 35 percent of the oil burned.  For

 17    water that was near the freezing point, only 16 percent

 18    burned.  For cold water mixed with ice, only 11 percent of

 19    the oil burned.  There was always a lot of black gunk in

 20    the water that would not burn.

 21              I was surprised how little of the oil burned.

 22    Even in warm water conditions, less than half of it

 23    burned.  And when the water was cold and had ice in it, an

 24    even smaller percent burned.

 25              Another problem with burning oil is air
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  1    pollution.  In addition, there was just an article in the

  2    newspaper that in the Gulf of Mexico there is lots of ash

  3    and residue on the bottom of the ocean from burning oil

  4    there.

  5              We had a better success rate cleaning up the oil

  6    with the absorbent material.  We were able to collect up

  7    to 79 percent of the oil using absorbent pads, but when

  8    there was ice and water only, 50 percent of the oil was

  9    absorbed.  In addition, it would be very difficult to even

 10    get to the oil in a real oil spill if there was ice in the

 11    area.

 12              From the results of my experiment, I think it

 13    would be very difficult to clean up an oil spill in the

 14    Arctic.

 15              In your environmental impact statement, you

 16    should address all current techniques for cleaning up oil

 17    spills and how effective they would or would not be in the

 18    Arctic; the need for a major research program to improve

 19    our ability to clean up oil spills in the Arctic;

 20    everything that could be done to reduce the chances of

 21    having an oil spill.

 22              I have a couple more comments to add.  I mean, I

 23    know that drilling oil gives countries lots and lots of

 24    money, and the United States would -- it would be good for

 25    us to have the money, but if you do spill here, you could
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  1    create major problems.  And I mean, they might shut it

  2    down and make it less money.  The people here, we are

  3    getting more and more out of our tradition, and there is

  4    not -- money is not helping that much, probably.

  5              I guess it just might be a better place to stay

  6    away from, especially offshore drilling, in my opinion.

  7              That's all I have to say.

  8                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Not a bad place to end

  9    this meeting.  Thank you very much.  And I'm glad that you

 10    took an interest in this business to do that project.  I

 11    think your results were consistent with what the

 12    government spent a lot more money than you did to

 13    determine.  But my understanding is your percentages are

 14    right on the money.  So very good work.  And barring any

 15    other questions or comments -- okay.

 16              Sorry, sir.  Did you have your hand up earlier?

 17    I didn't see it.

 18                    MR. PATRICK SUVLA:  No.  My name is

 19    Patrick Suvla, S-U-V-L-A.  You have been collecting

 20    information from us for how long and we don't even know if

 21    there is any studies going on in the ocean, like studies

 22    on the current.  And from what the news says, it would be

 23    a lot easier to clean the oil spill if there is any up

 24    here.

 25              Now, look, they say it's a lot shallower here,
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  1    and it would make an oil spill easier to clean.  If you

  2    fill up a bathtub and the water starts at the bottom, the

  3    waves are a lot going in one direction.  The more it gets

  4    full, the waves get less.  And I'm sure that's how our

  5    ocean would be if there is an oil spill.  There will be a

  6    lot of waves out there for people trying to clean up an

  7    oil spill.  And I don't know how long that dispersant is

  8    going to last down in the Gulf, but I think they will have

  9    a lot of mud balls to gather up within that time.

 10              And last -- they sent guys from the seismic on

 11    Monday -- was it Monday?  Friday.  Saturday.  And I asked

 12    them a question on what happens after the seismic is done,

 13    have they gone back and checked on the plants or whatever

 14    our small mammals eat down at the bottom of the ocean.

 15    They said they never checked back.  Now, there has got to

 16    be some damage done on the bottom with that seismic.

 17              And with all the currents we have up here, if

 18    there is an oil spill and it's dark and by the time we get

 19    daylight, which way are they going to start cleaning up,

 20    the east or west?  Because we have got a lot of currents

 21    out there.  You got to -- you got to be here when it's

 22    breakup.  You will see ice going one way and a little

 23    further out going in a different direction.  So if there

 24    is an oil spill out there, with all those currents going

 25    on, which way are the -- are you going to send your boats?
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  1              And that's all I got.  Thank you.

  2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.

  3                    MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  This process

  4    is looking at oil and gas leasing, but there is other

  5    modes of energy development that are being developed in

  6    the oceans.  There is no assessment in this process that's

  7    looking at different parts of the ocean that may be very

  8    beneficial to consider for utilizing for specific types of

  9    cleaner, nondamaging type of impacts without the risks of

 10    contaminating our ocean.  And those kinds of assessments

 11    are not in any of these areas.

 12              There are certain areas in the Arctic that are

 13    encouraged to -- us to look at for other types of

 14    development processes that is necessary for other areas of

 15    usage.  Some of those things are important for our full

 16    assessment of the usage of the processes that are here.

 17    If we are not looking at everything such as ocean energy

 18    management processes that are out there, then it affects

 19    what we are looking at and ways that we could be looking

 20    at using certain areas in better ways, less impacting.

 21              Thanks.

 22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Let me just ask a

 23    question on that.  Are you saying that the agency should

 24    in part -- as part of this exercise, this effort to comply

 25    with NEPA, that we should examine the potential for wind,
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  1    wave, tidal energy along with oil and gas energy, and then

  2    the wind, wave, and tidal energy would provide energy to

  3    the communities who are most at risk if and when oil and

  4    gas activities occurred?

  5                    MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  Okay.  At this

  6    hour of day and night, there is a lot of ways that you

  7    could look at these processes, and the reality is there is

  8    a lot of things that are out there that could affect

  9    decisionmaking processes.  And we need to look at all the

 10    different factors that can help us make the best judgments

 11    for this area.

 12              The risks for us and the damages to our ocean

 13    are a reality of any of these proposals.  And if we are

 14    looking at some of these other considerations, it might

 15    offset some of the decisions that are -- we are being

 16    forced upon.

 17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.

 18                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Craig George, for the

 19    record again.  I liked your comments about the report -- I

 20    forgot the name of it -- on the Deepwater Horizon spill.

 21                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Presidential

 22    Commission report?

 23                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Right.  That one that

 24    identified complacency as the main culprit resulting in

 25    the spill.  Then you alluded to gun safety rules, which I
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  1    thought was actually a good way to approach it.  You have

  2    hard and fast rules that you can't break in order to

  3    prevent another one.

  4              But could you comment just a little further on

  5    how -- how fighting the normal human tendency towards

  6    complacency will be integrated into leasing plans?  If

  7    that's too much, that's fine.

  8                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I've never thought

  9    about it in the context of leasing plans, but I've

 10    certainly thought about it in the context of drilling

 11    operations and well control specifically.  And you know,

 12    there are some entities -- activities out there.  For

 13    example, explosive ordnance disposal, that business,

 14    that's a business -- I did it for ten years in the Navy --

 15    you never brag about your safety record or your

 16    environmental responsibility record, either.  Never.  The

 17    first time I heard it bragged about in this context, in

 18    this occupation, I literally felt myself shaking.  And I

 19    don't really scare easily.  There's something wrong here.

 20              Nuclear power, at least some nuclear power

 21    programs, the Navy's, for example -- I'm biased towards

 22    the Navy.  I know about the Navy.  Not necessarily

 23    completely accident free, but no major accidents in the

 24    Navy nuclear power program.

 25              The point is through vigilance, which is the
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  1    opposite of complacency, you can avoid -- could have

  2    avoided the Deepwater Horizon spill if the cause -- and I

  3    believe it was primarily complacency, numerous acts of

  4    complacency.  And that can be avoided.  So I don't know if

  5    it's possible to say that with unprecedented and

  6    consistent vigilance and all of the technology working the

  7    right way and the right location if you are -- if your

  8    risk is zero even then because Mother Nature -- and we are

  9    dealing with Mother Nature when they are drilling into

 10    these deposits.

 11              But with respect to Deepwater Horizon, it could

 12    have been prevented with vigilance.  And vigilance is

 13    always higher right after an accident.  The airline

 14    industry has proven that and all of these things.

 15                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Exactly.

 16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  My hope is that my

 17    agency will evolve into what will become two agencies, one

 18    in particular who is not going to worry about the

 19    lawsuits, the environmental analysis, the public

 20    processes, but will be focusing on the industry.

 21                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Like Doreen mentioned.

 22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The inspectors that

 23    Doreen wants to meet and talk to, yes, those people, those

 24    people who are going to step aboard a platform if

 25    exploration takes place in 2012.  It won't take place in
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  1    2011 because no one is going to explore.  But in 2012, for

  2    example, I think it's fair to say that our agency -- you

  3    requested it, so you see the face of -- by then they

  4    should be employees of the Bureau of Safety and

  5    Environmental Enforcement so people can have some

  6    confidence because, remember I said right at the very

  7    beginning, restore the public's trust in this agency;

  8    that's the overarching goal of the Administration.  So

  9    yes.  A lot of work to do.

 10                    MR. ROY AHMAOGAK:  Roy Ahmaogak, for the

 11    record.  You know, we always -- no matter how much we

 12    scream and holler at the agencies, history always repeats

 13    itself with these agencies.  We opposed eastern Beaufort

 14    Sea lease sale in the past.  We scream and holler at the

 15    top of our lungs, but still agency would do the lease

 16    sale.  And you know, history will repeat itself over and

 17    over.  No matter how much we scream and holler, your

 18    agency will open it all up just -- it's going to happen

 19    regardless of how much we scream and holler at you guys.

 20              You guys can tell us that there will be sound

 21    technology that -- you can't speak for the oil industry.

 22    You have no right to tell me that they are going to do a

 23    good job.  There is no way in the world that you are going

 24    to speak for the oil industry.  You know, history will

 25    repeat itself over and over that regardless of how much we
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  1    scream and holler, the lease sale will proceed,

  2    regardless.

  3              We have got guys here that have been up here for

  4    30 years, and they are still learning new stuff.  You guys

  5    have been here three or four times.  At least spend some

  6    time with the community and learn.  We opposed offshore

  7    drilling from the beginning and we will always oppose it

  8    to the end.

  9              Thank you.

 10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  Okay.  You

 11    get the last word.

 12                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  Lois Epstein.  But also

 13    thanking the community of Barrow for hosting this meeting

 14    and for all the people who came and said such useful --

 15    made such useful comments to the federal government.

 16              But I just wanted to add on the -- the cause of

 17    the Deepwater Horizon is something I paid a lot of

 18    attention to.  I just finished a book by a Houston

 19    Chronicle reporter, and it's easy to say it's complacency,

 20    but there really is a lot of issues associated with the

 21    companies involved.

 22              BP had Texas City where many people were killed

 23    in a refinery in 2005.  They had the onshore pipeline

 24    problems in 2006 in Alaska.  And each time BP said we are

 25    going to reform our culture, we are going to reform our

00081

  1    culture, and there still was obviously problems in the

  2    Deepwater Horizon.  Halliburton did not do the tests that

  3    they should have done.  They misinterpreted the negative

  4    pressure test.

  5              You know, no matter how good the enforcement is

  6    on the part of BOEMRE -- and I can think of many cases it

  7    can get better -- there is going to be some quick

  8    decisions that are made by industry that it's going to be

  9    very hard for the regulators to be engaged in.

 10              So my only point here is that we can do better,

 11    but there is always going to be some risks, and those are

 12    the policy calls that have to be made.  So the concerns

 13    that have been raised today about, you know, the small but

 14    very real possibility of a major problem have to be

 15    considered by the decisionmakers.

 16              Thank you.

 17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  All right.

 18    You get the last word.

 19                    MR. WASKA WILLIAMS:  Waska Williams, for

 20    the record.  I'll speak as a subsistence hunter.  You

 21    know, there has been the Borough representatives around

 22    here, but I don't know if they mentioned -- I don't know

 23    if anybody else mentioned -- I was here a little bit late.

 24              But IEWC is upon us here shortly.  And the

 25    decision that IEWC places upon the United States is
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  1    real.

  2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  You talking about the

  3    International Whaling Commission?

  4                    MR. WASKA WILLIAMS:  Yes.  You know, the

  5    quota system for our subsistence is up for grabs.  Now,

  6    you know, the planning areas are coming upon us, too, over

  7    here.  Is BOEMRE going to place any sanctions for, I

  8    should say, maybe through the oil companies monies up

  9    front already in an event of a major spill?

 10              I'll give you an example.  IEWC doesn't give us

 11    a quota.  Now our subsistence way of life is in jeopardy.

 12    Alongside your upcoming lease sale, in the event that a

 13    major spill happens, our way of life is in jeopardy

 14    already right there.

 15              Whaling.  Now, that's not the only subsistence

 16    needs or resources that we gather.  There is walruses,

 17    there is the seals, there is the beluga whales and the

 18    fish.

 19              Now, are you going to have the companies place

 20    the amount of money to keep us going just in case there is

 21    no more whaling for us?  Or the subsistence impacts that

 22    once there is a spill, that there are monies for us to

 23    gather food from your area, the beef, pork, chicken, what

 24    have you?  Are you going to place that to the burden to

 25    the companies up front already?
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  1              2012 come right up here shortly, and IEWC

  2    meetings are coming right up.  They are very real.  And

  3    it's very scary when I hear of these things as a

  4    subsistence hunter.  These kind of things that we ingest

  5    for ourselves bring so much joy, so much.  I tell you this

  6    much.  I think because of my Native foods, I show up to

  7    work every day.  I have not missed a day.  That's what I

  8    think of these things, versus the hamburgers, the chicken,

  9    what have you that causes sickness amongst the Native

 10    people.

 11              And right now there is so much cancer going on.

 12    Where is it coming from?  Have these studies been studied?

 13    What is causing cancer so much amongst our old people up

 14    here?  So much.  It's happening too much.  And I have not

 15    heard yet of that study why so much cancer going on.

 16              You know, pros and cons again.  But the truth

 17    is, are you going to promise us and make the companies put

 18    up front monies to protect us up here?  Thank you.

 19                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  I would

 20    like to thank everybody for coming, spending your holiday

 21    with us to provide very substantive and helpful comments

 22    to assist us in preparing this environmental impact

 23    statement.  Just to let you know, we will try to make it

 24    tomorrow to Nuiqsut, then continue on to Kaktovik,

 25    complete the Alaska scoping meetings at the end of the
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  1    week in Anchorage.  We are going to try to hold government

  2    to government consultation meetings with the Native

  3    Village of Point Hope and the Native Village of Point --

  4    or the ICAS before the deadline for preparing a scoping

  5    report, if we can.  We may have to hold teleconference

  6    calls with those organizations.

  7              So please join me in crossing your fingers for

  8    good weather to the east of us for tomorrow so that we can

  9    get into those communities.

 10              Thank you again, and have a very nice evening.

 11               (Proceedings adjourned at 9:37 p.m.)
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