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P-ROCEEDI-NGS

MR JEFFERY LOVAN. Good evening. Thank
you very nuch for coming. M nane is Jeffery Loman. |'m
the Deputy Regional Director of the Bureau of Ccean Energy
Management, Regul ation and Enforcement in Anchorage. And
|"mgoing to start by introducing some of our team nenbers
that are here tonight, starting with flying Tim

MR TIMHOLDER M nane's TimHolder. |
am w th BOEMRE based in Washington, D.C., and ny title is
Arctic liaison, and | keep track of environmental issues.

MR MKE ROUTHER M nane is Mke
Routhier. | work on environnmental analysis in the
Anchorage office.

MR. STEVE TEXTORIS: |'m Steve Textoris.
["min the same bureau, Bureau of Ccean Energy Managenent,
Regul ati on and Enforcement in Washington, D.C., and I'm
the D.C. Acting Leasing Specialist, chief.

MR BOB SEBASTIAN. H. |'mBob
Sebastian. I'mvisiting fromthe Gulf Region office in
New Orleans, and |'mcurrently working in Anchorage for a
coupl e of weeks as Acting Regional Supervisor for |easing
and environment. Thank you.

MR MKE HALLER Good evening. |'mM ke
Haller. |'mthe comunity liaison for the A aska Region.

DR JI M KENDALL: Good evening. M nane's
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JimKendall. Up until January 1st | was the chief of the
environnental division for BOEMRE in headquarters, but
since then I'mthe Acting Regional Director for the Al aska
CCS Regi on.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN. And our court reporter
tonight is Mary Vavrik. | wanted to introduce ourselves
so that during the break, if we go a long time tonight or
at the end of the meeting, you will be able to know who to
ask questions to. Sone people |ike to ask questions
one-on-one after the neeting.

And that's what we are all here for. W are
here to learn and answer your questions, especially about
the agency's effort to fulfill its requirements under the
Quter Continental Shelf Lands Act, which requires us to
devel op a five-year programfor offshore oil and gas
| easing. And this programis for the years 2012 through
2017. And quite sinply, because this is considered a
maj or federal action pursuant to the Nationa
Environnental Policy Act, we are going to prepare an
environnmental inpact statement, a programatic
environnental inpact statement for that five-year program

It's a national program but we are probably
going to focus primarily on what you're concerned about,
and that's the Arctic.

In the Al aska OCS, the decision was made to put
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on the planning table for potential offshore oil and gas

| ease sales three areas: The Cook Inlet, which has been a
special interest only area in the last five-year plan. W
expect that that will remain the same unless we hear
sonething that woul d be very surprising to us because
there hasn't been any interest expressed by industry or
anyone else, for that matter, for oil and gas leasing in
the Cook Inlet, other than the State of Al aska, and just a
general desire to keep it on the table. And so we go out
annual ly and we attenpt to find out whether or not there
is any interest in holding offshore oil and gas |eases in
the Cook Inlet. So that's that.

And nore inportantly tonight, seeing as we are
in Barrow, are the two areas in the Arctic that are on the
planning table: A planning area in the Beaufort Sea and a
planning area in the Chukchi Sea. As | think just about
everybody knows, there has been oil and gas |easing nore
extensively in the Beaufort Sea. There are current active
| eases in the Beaufort, not as many as there were at the
beginning of this last five-year planning period. There
have been quite a | arge nunber of relinquishments in the
Beaufort Sea. Conpanies have relinquished their |eases.

And there are 460 |eases in the Chukchi Sea, all
gained fromone oil and gas |ease sale that took place in
February of 2008, Chukchi's |ease sale 193. There have
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been 30 exploration wells drilled in the Beaufort Sea.
There have been five exploration wells drilled in the
Chukchi Sea. There have been no exploration wells drilled
at all in the Alaska OCS in the last eight years, going on
nine years. Wth Shell's announcenent that they will not
move ahead with exploration in this next open water

season, we w |l have gone at that point in tinme nine years
with zero exploration Al aska's OCS, unprecedented tine
period of no exploration in the OCS in Al aska since the
very beginning of exploration drilling in A aska.

["mjust going to say one just brief thing about
the planning areas in the Arctic. They are a clean slate.
Unlike the past where the past Adm nistrations have
proposed to hold specific numbers of oil and gas |ease
sales in the Chukchi, for example, in the Beaufort, for
exanpl e, we have no preconceived amount, if any, oil and
gas | ease sales in either of those planning areas. So
it's a blank slate. It basically starts really with the
no action decision not to hold any oil and gas |ease
sales, which is required to be anal yzed under the
provi sions of the National Environnmental Policy Act, NEPA

So what we are really here tonight for is to get
your conmments about the potential for oil and gas |easing
in the years 2012 through 2017 in the Chukchi and the
Beaufort Sea. This is going to be our third public
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hearing. W plan on continuing on and holding a public
hearing in Nuiqgsut and Kaktovik and Anchorage. W were
weat hered out of Point Lay and Point Hope |ast week,
unfortunately.

Some of the things that we have heard in
Kot zebue and Wai nwight, for exanple, is people are very
concerned about the lack of infrastructure, specifically
infrastructure to support oil spill response, |ack of
Coast Quard presence, and specifically a port and a Coast
Quard base within close proximty or in the Arctic.
Peopl e are very concerned about that. People are very

concerned about a major oil spill inthe Arctic and the
ability of industry to effectively clean it up. Fresh in
everyone's mind is the Deepwater -- understandably, the

Deepwat er Horizon spill in the Gulf of Mexico.

And so we have heard extensive amunts of
concern with respect to industry's ability to respond
effectively to a major oil spill in the kinds of
conditions that I know you are all aware of that exist in
the Arctic. In general, people think that it's very
inportant for the Coast Guard to establish presence for
infrastructure to be in place before those kinds of risks,
the activities that would risk a mgjor oil spill would
occur. People have told us that in all of the
conmuni ties.
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At the sane tinme, people have said that they
support responsible offshore oil and gas activities,
devel opment, the extraction of those resources, but only
if it can be done safely and environnentally responsibly.
Those are the primary things we have heard. And
if there aren't any questions about the National
Environnental Policy Act, what it means, the Quter
Continental Shelf Lands Act, | think nmost of the folks
here understand what those provisions call for. That's
why we are here. But if you have any questions, please
feel free to ask. W would be happy to answer those
questions. Any other questions about the five-year
pl anni ng process, we wll be happy to take those
questions. Please feel free to ask themnow. But
otherwise we will go ahead and take people's conments if
people woul d |ike to conment on the five-year proposal.
Yes, Robert.
MR ROBERT SUYDAM M name is Robert
Suydam Just a clarification. Do you have a map show ng
where the active leases are in the two -- in the two
Arctic planning areas?
MR JEFFERY LOVAN. Do we have it with us?
MR MKE HALLER Let nme -- |'"mnot sure
that | have it with ne.
MR. JEFFERY LOVAN. W have been using
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t hem as handout s.

MR ROBERT SUYDAM It seens |ike that
woul d be hel pful for kind of considering what | eases nay
need to go forward here in the next five-year plan.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN. Vel I, you mean which
| eases will still be active?

MR ROBERT SUYDAM How many active | eases
there are now and whether there is need for additiona
| easi ng or whatnot.

MR. JEFFERY LOVAN. Right. If you could,
share that and pass it around so people can get an idea.
Those maps are available on-line in addition to the
handout if you want to | ook at themlater. | would just
say, because | was going to nention this, the Chukchi Sea
sal e 193 proposal had several alternatives. The existing
pl anning area, the one that they held the | ease sale in,
has a 25-m|e exclusion zone between the coast and the
pl anni ng ar ea.

There was another alternative that was
consi dered but not adopted, and that called for a w der
exclusion zone, 50 mles. And that was reconmended by the
resource agencies, Fish & Wldlife Service and the
National Marine Fisheries Service. Secretary of the
Interior at the tinme did not adopt that proposal, but
after the |ease sale was said and done, what we saw were
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| eases -- except for three. They happen to be Conoco
Phillip | eases -- but there were three | eases that
protruded into that |arger exclusion zone.

So what does that mean? |t neans we cane very
close to ending up with the alternative that was
reconmended by Fish & Wldlife Service and NVFS. W did
get a recommendation to -- fromone of the folks in one of
the scoping nmeetings on this round to adopt that wi der
exclusion zone for any future oil and gas |easing and --
in the Chukchi Sea.

So what is proposed does not always end up being
reality. There were nmany nore oil and gas |ease sales
proposed in this last five-year plan that did not occur.
If you renenber, probably for those of you that have
attended some of these neetings a couple years ago on the
Arctic nulti-sale, sale 209, sale 211, sale 214 -- not
14 -- 211, 217, 221, two in the Beaufort, two in the
Chukchi, those sales were canceled. So -- and then in the
North Al eutian Basin, sale 214, that was conpletely
cancel ed and this Adm nistration has decided not to
include the North Aleutian Basin, or Bristol Bay, for any
of fshore oil and gas |easing activities whatsoever.

So the agency did a five-year plan, had many
more oil and gas |ease sal es adopted, but did not in the
end end up holding all of those oil and gas |ease sales.
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Any ot her questions about NEPA, OCSLA, National
Environnental Policy Act, Quter Continental Shelf Lands
Act, or about our five-year planning process?

["msorry. She will need your name. If you
have anything in witing, like if your comments are in
witing, then you can |leave them Mry wants them

MR. ROY AHMAOGAK: Thank you. M nane is
Roy Ahmaogak. M last nane is AHMA-OGAK I'ma
resident of Barrow. |'malso a citizen of the United
States and, of course, Al aska.

On your five-year plan that you are going to bhe
having, with the stuff that occurred in the Qulf of Al aska
[sic], you know, wasn't there stringent neasures that they
had to follow, |ike blowut preventers? |'mpretty sure
that they did their homework on the bl owout preventers.
You know, up here in the Arctic Ccean, it's shallow and
what happened down there was deep. The shallower the
water, the nore the oil is going to spread even if there
was an oil spill. | mean, wasn't the industry supposed to
take stringent neasures and, you know, do their honework?
|"mpretty sure that, you know, blowout preventers work,
but we don't hear about them working.

Wiere does -- where does your agency stand on
the industry's technology? | just -- I'mjust curious,
you know, because it's so shallow up here, having a major
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bl owout is just going to cover the whole ocean. There is
no doubt about that. You had Deepwater Horizon down
there. It was nassively deep, you know. That's -- |
wanted to ask that question, what -- what is your agency
going to do or has done on the technol ogy that oi
industry has saying that it's -- they cannot have an oi
spill? And | ook what happened. Thank you.

MR. JEFFERY LOVMAN. W have done sone
things right off the bat, including change our name. And
| don't mean that just to be funny. The Adm nistration
wants to create an agency that can restore the public's
trust. That's the overarching goal. But at the end of
this year, the proposal is to create two separate
agenci es: The Bureau of Ccean Energy Managenment and the
Bureau of Safety and Environnental Enforcenent. The
Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcenment will focus
exclusively on regulating the industry on well control.

And when you think about it, | think we al
woul d agree that an oil spill in general is unacceptable
inthe Arctic. It's unacceptable anywhere, but it's
real 'y unacceptable in the Arctic. A major oil spill like
the Deepwater Horizon is unfathomable in the Arctic. And
so the way that you are not going to have one -- it's
like -- it"'s like guns. You will never shoot yourself if
you never point your gun at yourself. Well, if we focus
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on well control and we do everything to force industry to
i nprove, enhance their well control capability, that's the
prevention of an oil spill that we are -- that we are
seeking. And so that's our goal.

And this new agency with its exclusiveness, its
very narrow responsibility, the hope is that it will be
much nore capable of doing it. The equipnent, all studies
and eval uations, including the Presidential Comm ssion's
report are comng out. There was nothing wong with the
equi pment. It was conplacency. The primary cause of the
spill was conpl acency.

MR TODD SFORMO:  Todd Sformo. MWy
question, sort of going along with M. Ahnaogak's
question, was in this upconming -- in this updated 2012
plan, will you still be using the sane definition of a
| arge -- however you define a large oil spill, will you
still be using that previous definition of what it takes
to be alarge oil spill, or will you be using sonething
that's more maybe realistic, like the Qulf of Mexico
spill?

MR. JEFFERY LOVAN. W expect it to be
| arger, but not just because there was a large spill in
the Qulf of Mexico. It would be |arger because we know
more about these planning areas: The geol ogy, sone
historical information fromdrilling that took place, for
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exanple, in the K ondike well, other things are taken into
account. And we expect worst-case discharge scenarios to
be, in some areas that we expect exploration, to be pretty
| ar ge.

MR TODD SFORMO:  Can you give a specific?

MR JEFFERY LOVAN: No, because I'Il get
it wong. But larger than, I think, we have seen before.
That's what the resource geol ogists tell nme. | saw a

hand.

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM Robert Suydam agai n.
Just a followup to Todd's question. In previous NEPA
docunents, MVS didn't evaluate -- didn't include the
evaluation of a large oil spill in their assessnents
because they stated the chances -- the probabilities of an
a large oil spill happening were so slim |Is that the
approach that BOEMRE is going to take now or are they
using a different approach?

MR JEFFERY LOVAN: | think it's safe to
say in one of the environnental reviews between the
five-year plan and the actual exploration, there will be

an analysis of a large oil spill that will include a
nunber that will be very credible, at |east one full-blown
anal ysis, which will include projections on potenti al

danage, the ability to respond, clean up, and the anmpunt
that woul d be cl eaned up, and those kind of things that go
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along with that kind of analysis, yes.

MR. BEN GREENE: Ben Geene, for the
record. | want to nitpick on one of the words that you
just used in your answer there, and that word is
"anal ysis." So looking at the March 2010 GAO report, a
report that you're certainly famliar with, |ooking at
then MMS' inplenentation of NEPA, at the tinme MVS stated
that it would respond to this and actual |y have turned
into the federal governnent a full report or a gui debook
of its NEPA inplenentation conpleted by, | think, Decenber
31, 2010.

W haven't seen anything comng out there, and
was just looking for an update for whether that document
is forthcom ng or not.

And as long as | have the mcrophone, I'll trai
on Robert's question a little bit and --

MR JEFFERY LOVAN: Hang on. Let's get
sonebody from Washington, D.C. to answer that question.
Wio vol unteers from Washington, D.C.? No one.

DR JIMKENDALL: It's moving forward. A
| ot of the docunent has been completed. There are many
chapters that are being witten right now, but it is quite
an undertaking, and we are pushing forward as fast as we
can. W want to make sure that what is released to the
public is sound and correct.
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MR. BEN GREENE: Does it make sense to
move forward with the discussion of tonight's
conversation, the programmatic EI'S, wthout that docunent
bei ng finished?

DR JI M KENDALL: That is decided way
above us, but this current five-year plan ends in 2012,
and the Secretary cannot consider any |easing unless there
s another five-year plan in place. So we still have tine
to get the NEPA gui debook conpleted. W are noving toward
that the sane way we are instructed to continue with the
devel opment of the next five-year plan.

MR. BEN GREENE: Thank you

MR. JEFFERY LOVMAN. Did you have another
part?

MR. BEN GREENE: Well, | was going to ask
whether in the programmatic EIS that had just begun,
whet her the CEQ al so had an investigation of the Deepwater
Horizon specifically | ooking at MVS inplenentation of
NEPA as applied to the Macondo well. And that
investigative report had sone pretty strongly-worded
reconmendations in terms of what the federal agency needs
to consider in its NEPA docunentation.

And one of the things that the North Sl ope
Borough is very concerned about are significant
thresholds. That is, what are the threshol ds that

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 17

determ ne whether a particular federal agency wll pursue
an EIS versus an EA.  Now, | understand we are talking
about a programmatic EI'S here. So the question of EAis a
little bit in the background, although certainly tiering
fromthis EIS will become a |arge part of the next steps
to work toward | ease sales. So | wanted to ask whether
BCEMRE wi I | be considering that CEQ investigation and the
report in this current EIS

MR JEFFERY LOVAN: Yeah. The -- yes, the
answer is yes. The answer to CEQ gui dance, our NEPA fol ks
met with CEQ | don't knowif CEQinitiated that
effort --

DR JI M KENDALL: Yes.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN. O course. And CEQis
taking an interest in all of our NEPA work. | can tell
you that we had a conference call with themat their
request to go over in detail like |'ve never seen it.

I"ve worked for three federal agencies. | did NEPA work
for all three. |1've never seen that kind of scrutiny from
CEQin any other context. And | worked on controversi al
and conplex projects, did EAs and El Ses for hazardous
waste facilities and hog farns and relicensing hydropower
projects and all kinds of different things that -- where
there was litigation and et cetera, but have never seen
this kind of scrutiny. | won't say scrutiny. Oversight.
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CEQ is paying very close attention to our NEPA
conpliance. And with respect to guidance, what | think
you will end up seeing in the NEPA inplenentation
procedures, except for a few idiosyncrasies that are
uni que to our agency, the guidance has al ready been
witten. As you know, alnost every federal agency has
NEPA i npl ement ati on procedures, handbooks. And there is a
weal th of guidance.

And with respect to the five-year plan, | know
we are going to do this better than any other five-year
pl an because the North Sl ope Borough is going to be a
cooper ating agency.

M5. DOREEN LAMPE: Good evening. M name
is Doreen Lanpe. |'d like to ask this question that |
asked your staff this afternoon. And this has been
getting worse and worse every year. Every tine the oi
conpani es come up here and they create a new pipeline
they create a new pad for devel opnent, they create areas
where the Native hunters are prohibited fromcarrying
firearns, and we are continuously | osing nore and nore
ground to oil and gas devel opment and infrastructure.

And AEWC has been the sole entity to try and
cone up with a mechanismwhere we can tell the oi
conpanies time out. W need a tine-out to catch our
subsi stence resources, our natural resources that we have
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depended on for all our existence. M did not do their
job. | was appalled at the news stories about MVS, the
bribes that they got fromthe oil conpanies.

| CAS had to sue MVB because there was just too
much goody, goody two-shoe connections between MVS and the
oil conpanies. W had to sue to get our voices heard.
AEWC has been working hard to create a nechanismto tel
these oil conpanies that you allowto drill for oil and
gas on these | ease sales that you permt and allowto
happen. You allow it to happen. That is a big inpact
already. Is it inthe EIS? No, | don't think so. Is it
in any draft EIS? No.

You just thank AEWC for doing your job. That is
a big inpact on all our coastal villages. And I'm
appal I ed that you guys are already comng back up here so
soon. The sole survivor of the Gulf of Mexico Deepwater
Horizon said he tried to warn the oil conpanies. He tried
to warn them the government. Who was there to listen at
the governnment? They are getting big fancy bribes from
them They turn the other cheek. Wo is there to listen
tothe little guy? Who?

Wiere is those field inspectors that you
prom sed all these people? You are going to have a great
new system W don't even -- haven't even net your field
inspectors yet, and you are already com ng back up here
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with sone kind of a grandiose plan, that zero tolerance
crap. That does not work.

You try and tell these oil companies to cone up
here Decenber, January, February. Tell themto come up
here. Stay out there in their |ease sale for one week.
See how they are going to survive in that weather out with
that ice comng in, janmng our coast up, south w nd
bringing all that jamin there, ivu.

| want to know when you guys are going to take
the ball and run and carry that CAA agreenment on your
shoul ders. Wy do you put the burden on the Inupiat
peopl e? That is your burden. That is the inpact you
created. That inpact is hurting our conmunities. And are
they in the inpact statements, your proposed ones? No,
not hi ng.

And that |one survivor of that Deepwater
Horizon, who did he have to go to for you guys to finally
listen? O all the problems that he figured out what was
goi ng wong and he barely junped out and lived to tell the
tale. What a mracle. Cod blessed mracle, that nan.

Not for the oil conpanies. That man, | don't know if you
oi | company peopl e have banned hi mfrom even ever working
again, but you guys need to take the ball. You guys need
to inplenment the CAA  You guys are the one permtting

this and allowing it, and we are feeling the inpacts. And
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sone of these oil conpanies don't even want to sign on
anynore.

And | want to know who are your field
inspectors. \Who are your enforcers? | want to meet them
before you continue any of these nmeetings. And this one
bad weat her cancel ed how many of your village trips?
Every single one on the west side of Barrow One little
storm And you guys want to go up here and sell nore
| ease sal es.

The National Coast Guard Commander Thad Allen,
he cane up here before that incident happened. He net
with our tribes. He had a governnent to government
consultation with our tribes. He was |looking for a safe
harbor in case of storms. He was checking out the North
Sl ope Borough inventory of the search and rescue aircrafts
and hangar and helicopters. And they were inpressed with
what little they saw. Very little.

And the incidents that should happen up here,
nobody from Texas, Louisiana, they are not going to be
able to bring up their ships and put out no bl owout well.
It's going to be only the U S. Coast Guard. How many
conmerci al vessels you guys have proposed in the beginning
was only one. And after how many numerous cries in
meetings you guys are barely struggling to get two up
here. That's not how Shell QG| should be doing business
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inthe first place, and you guys had permtted it and
allowed it.
| want to know when you guys are going to take

the ball and carry on the efforts for CAAs before you do
any nore | ease sales. That should not be the job of AEWC
No. That's your job, MVS, BOEMRE, whatever. W are
inpacted. W are not on the inpact statements.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN: Did you want me to
answer those questions? Wich one?

MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  CAA

MR. JEFFERY LOVAN. CAA is an interesting
dil enma. 2007, the agency did an environnental assessnent
for exploratory drilling proposed by Shell. W were
challenged in the Ninth Circuit Court, and the court ruled
agai nst the agency, found that it had not conplied with --
fully with the provisions of the National Environnental
Policy Act, and said this: They said that the agency
couldn't rely on the provisions in the CAA Conflict
Avoi dance Agreenent. It's an agreenent to avoid conflicts
between oil and gas activities and subsistence activities.
And the court said that the agencies, neither then MVS or
the National Marine Fisheries Service, could rely on it
because it wasn't a party to the agreenent, and there was
nothing that it could do if the agreement wasn't reached
or breached.
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Then the court wi thdrew that decision. And
Shell withdrew their exploration plan, and the court never
i ssued a new decision. But they issued that decision.

So what does that mean? It kind of nmeans, well,
inny opinion -- and it's just nmy opinion. It weakened
the ability of the CAAto be effective. But the CAA the
Court still found that it was an agreenent between the
industry that signs it, particular companies, and the
AEWC. And so the Court didn't go into whether or not that
was binding with respect to giving the AEWC the ability to
hol d the companies legally responsible for any breach of
that agreement. Didn't go into that. Just said, then,
MVS, our agency, and the National Marine Fisheries Service
couldn't rely on it for mtigation.

It is the [aw under the Marine Mammal Protection
Act that the agencies, my agency, NWFS, that enforces the
Marine Manmal Protection Act or any agency can't approve
anything or allow anything to occur that would prohibit
the stock -- in the case of whales, for example, the stock
frombeing available for subsistence. That's a provision
in the Marine Manmal Protection Act to specifically
protect subsistence activities. And we intend to conply
with that provision and every other provision of the
Marine Manmal Protection Act.

And we intend to nake sure that industry doesn't
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unreasonably interfere with subsistence activity of any
kind. And we think it's significant, and significant with
respect for the purposes of NEPA that if any comunity
is -- their whaling activities are disrupted for even one
season, that's significant.
So Ben asked a question earlier -- maybe it was

Robert -- somebody, or both. Everybody is pointing -- you
are raising your hand, sonebody is pointing at you. Okay.
Wiere is the -- what does the agency consider significant,
significant harmto the human environnent. One disruption
of whaling for one season by anyone, even only one
community, that's significant. That's the bar. W won't
approve anything that will disrupt whaling to any one
conmunity for any one whaling season

M5. EMVA POKON:  Can you clarify what you
mean by disrupt? |Is that one day or the entire season of
the hunt? Wiat? |'m Ema Pokon. |'mwth the Borough
| just was wondering if you could expand on what you meant
by di srupt.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN. Disrupt as in taking
away the ability to whale during that season one day. W
hope that it doesn't happen for one day. W certainly
woul dn't knowingly allow industry to disrupt for one day
but, you know, come back and say they disrupted whaling
for one day, they crossed the bar, | think that's -- you
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are getting -- you are getting close to where the
reasonable line lies there.

1985, Shell admts they disrupted whaling. W
woul dn't allow that to occur again, those activities. And
the whaling captains and the people that were here, the
whaling crews, they all know what happened then, and those
kinds of activities by oil and gas woul d not be authorized
by our agency again.

M5. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  Qur
conmuni ties have worked on these processes for a |ong
time. There is a lot of concern that has been expressed
through generations. There al so been generations of
i npacts that have occurred and nultiplied throughout this
process. W have expressed concerns about health that
have affected us. Air quality changes and conti nued
em ssions related to the burned gas. W have expressed
concerns about changes to the water affecting fish
mgration passages. W have conpl ai ned about concerns to
changes to the land affecting mgratory patterns of
animal s that we depend on; yet many of our concerns have
not been taken to the heart of the understandi ng about
t hese issues.

Your discussion in response only heightens ny
concern that it's not appropriate with your understanding
as to what our inpacts are. \Wen we have one day of
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weat her appropriate for whaling and it's preventing a
successful harvest, that is very devastating to sone of
our village communities that rely on these resources for
the nourishnment of our famlies for the winter season to
cone. \WWen you have nmultiple species inpacted and
affecting nultiple famlies in these processes, that's

al so very devastating to our comunities when we are
trying to give our famlies a variety of nutritions from
the varieties of food that are necessary for our bodies to
consune in the ways that we consune themwth the health
needs that we have.

W have had changes that have affected the
health of sone of our foods already. Early discussions
related to historic devel opnents and contam nants
affecting fish and the way that this information was
presented to our communities was also very bad in the
process. Taking a whole year to get it to the right
community that was closest to the inpact was not
appropriate, as well as the design of the study not
| ooking at the way that our famlies consune these fish
and the way that it affects our sharing of these
resources, having the good new first tastes fromthe
grandparents to the grandchildren, devel oping the sharing
of these resources to learn the varieties of the body
parts that we consume in our processes. Al of these
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things are very inportant.

Teaching our famlies these stories of howto
prepare these things, but yet the value within the process
that is put before us does not take all of these factors
into consideration in this process. And many of these
things lead to other reactions and social reactions and
negativity and other downtrodden efforts that cause a | ot
of conflict.

But when we were working constantly and trying
to communicate all these efforts and they are never
enforced upon -- many of the documents that you have put
forward have changed all of our |ayers of understanding
what's supposed to be done in one area versus another area
with who is supposed to be receiving these concerns in the
right level in order to create a reaction that prevents
| oss of harvesting and the sharing of these things. Wen
we are having to constantly work in an effort to get the
conmuni cation to the process and making sure that all of
the stories that go with it affect the decisionnaking,
it's inpossible because it's been broken down into so many
fragmentations, as well as your processes of dealing with
t hese devel opnents.

You put sonme of these devel opment plans with
m nimal scenarios, and yet all of the pieceneals that are
supposed to be | ooking at the process do not get put into
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the studies that |ook at some of these inpacts, all of
these things affect how we deal with this process. W get
a lot of anger and frustration. W get a |ot of
repercussions in our daily lives as we are walking into
our stores and into our churches because we have peopl e
that have had inpacts to this process.

| went to seven villages on the North Sl ope |ast
year, and | had concerns at every comunity of health of
our foods, of our resources affecting the health of our
people. W share these stories over and over in various
ways, but where does it go? And the layers of the
processes to effect changes that prevent sone of these
| mpact s.

You tal ked about sone of the ways things have
been done and, yes, it's a flaring of an understanding,
but it's not a full understanding that you have. Unless
we are continually there educating you in the process,
then your understanding gets changed and your process of
continuing with others in these decisionmaki ng processes,
you only give ne greater concern. There is a |ot of
concern that's already there. The breakdown of these
processes in trying to allow us to effectively be involved
in the process is not working very well. It's only
causing us a lot of pain.

W have needs to continue our traditional and
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cultural activities in spite of the changes that are being
proposed with your efforts to come here in these
processes, yet the risks are with us. W cannot allow the
way that it has been broken down to continue. Industry's
control of the research process, industry's
sel f-monitoring cannot continue. W need to have a better
process in these factors because it's not a good enough
process.

The failures that are being denonstrated, the
rural designation of sone of the processes of the
pi pelines and howit's being nonitored, the failures of
this process to effectively nonitor Al pine. W already
had | eaks there. |It's one of your newer small footprints
in the sand, and yet the hours to nonitor and effectively
deal with this process we still have | eakages occurring.
Year after year we still have nultiple sites that are
| eaki ng, and yet our nonitoring systemis only getting to
one to ten percent of the |eakages.

Those kind of failures of these type of
regul atory efforts are really concerning. But the bigger
thing is we worked really hard to get a health inpact
assessment. The failure to get this into a good process
so that it assesses on the ocean -- it needs to be done.
It started in various layers in the past. It's never been
conpleted. It needs to be done as part of this process.
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It cannot be a weekend assessnment that we got with NPRA
It needs to be a better health inpact assessment. There
IS better mechanisns on the Internet on the internationa
| evel than what we have in our assessment.

Also, the tools to get all of the responses to
be true abilities to respond instead of stories and plans
on paper need to be done. | watched what happened with
the Gulf. | went down and toured the spill. It only gave
the stories of our Elders that said these plans will fail
reassurance that we know what we are tal king about. They
were failures in many ways. W know that efforts putting
boom out there is not going to work the same up here.
Inches of ice is going to disrupt that.

The environnent that we have is changing so
rapidly. Your ability to | ook at research that's been
done over generations versus what's really occurring right
now in our environnent is very different. They have to be
continued, updated, nmonitored and assessed and reassessed.
And we don't have the mechanisms in place to allow us to
effectively nonitor it or assess it.

Thank you.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN. Thank you, Rosenary.

MR ROBERT SUYDAM First 1'd like to say
thanks to Doreen and Rosemary and Roy for their heartfelt
conments here. And the concern that they expressed is one
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that we of wldlife managenent for the Borough hear on a
regul ar basis. So even though BCEMRE may not be feeling
very wel come at the nonent, we haven't done a good job of
saying wel come to Barrow. And thank you, you know, Jim
especially you, for comng up as an Acting Director for
Al aska. W certainly appreciate your ear here in town as
well as in the other villages across the North Sl ope.
Thank you for you coming in. Bob, thanks for you com ng
up fromthe Gulf. And | didn't catch your name, but you
are fromD.C. Thank you for comng, as well. Appreciate
it.

So even though | said thank you, | want to add a
couple of mnor criticisms for requests for the future.
One is |'ve never been to a scoping neeting on a federal
hol i day, and it seens very peculiar that BOEMRE woul d be
having a scoping meeting today, President's Day. So
avoi ding those in the future woul d be worthwhile.

| also ama little disappointed that there
aren't big maps on the wall show ng where the planning
areas are and show ng where the active | eases are. You
know, the map, while a little bit helpful that's drawn up
here, it doesn't do a real good job of depicting where the
pl anning areas are and so future neetings having a good
map woul d be hel pful.

So | know that you are |ooking for advice from
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the communities about the next five-year plan and what to
do for leasing. You have heard tonight, and |'m sure you
have heard in other comunities and you certainly wll in
the future concerns about oil spills. And of course,
that's all because of what happened in the Gulf of Mexico.
So in ny opinion, that before any additional drilling
occurs up here, there really has to be a denmonstration
that the oil conpanies are capable of preventing an oi

spill, or in the event that bad things happen, that they
are capabl e of cleaning up that oil spill, including a
maj or one.

Qoviously oil conpanies don't bear all the
burden when an oil spill, when a tragedy happens |ike
happened in the Gulf of Mexico. The Coast Guard was
intimately involved. [|'msure BCEMRE and National Marine

Fi sheries Service and ot her agencies were involved. And
Jeff, as you nentioned earlier, you know, there is
concerns about infrastructure. There aren't the airports;
there aren't harbors to help bring the equipnent that
woul d be needed to clean up an oil spill. And all of that
needs to be renedied before additional work occurs in the
of fshore and the Arctic Al aska.

In ny opinion, there shouldn't be any leasing in
t he Chukchi or the Beaufort Sea in the next five years,
that there is quite a few active | eases. There have been
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probl ems wi th NEPA docunents. There have been probl ens
wi th EPA docunents or assessnents, and it seens |ike the
government and the conpanies really need to sort out

those, get those -- get those environnental assessnents
right, get those regulations right before doing any nore

| eases, before allowing for drilling to go forward.
So | guess that's kind of ny overall general
comment. Maybe 'l kind of give sone other folks a

chance to talk and then provide some nore detailed
comments here in a little bit, as well.

MR. JEFFERY LOVMAN. |f you have witten
conments, we can get theminto the record.

MR ROBERT SUYDAM Thanks. 1'Il have to
send those to Mary or Jimor sonebody.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN.  You don't have to read
them You can put themin the record.

MR ROBERT SUYDAM Yeah.

MR TODD SFORMO  Todd Sformo. Fol | owi ng
up on Robert's comments, you nentioned at the beginning
there were 30 exploratory wells drilled in the Beaufort
side and five in the Chukchi side. And yet |I don't know
of any single agency that's able to track all of the
shipping that is occurring there. 1've talked to the
Coast Quard and other agencies and compani es, and yet all
of the shipping out there is not accounted for. So if
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there is a problemout there, how are -- how wll your
agency, you know, try to renedy this problen? | nean it
seens like it's something that has to be accounted for in
your pl an.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN. What kind of a problem
are you tal king about ?

MR TODD SFORMO.  Well, | can't tell -- if
| -- 1 can't go to one single place to find out what kind
of shipping is going on, what ships are going through from
the Chukchi to the Beaufort side.

MR JEFFERY LOVMAN.: Tim what is the -- A
starts with an A?

MR TIMHOLDER There is an Arctic

Marine -- well, 1'Il just try to speak |loud enough. There
iIs a docunent called the Arctic Marine Shipping
assessnent. It was adopted by the Arctic Council, which

is nmade up of eight Arctic nations. They |abored very
hard to get a count of the shipping and where they are
going to and from but your point is well taken in that
there is no one central agency that's keeping track of
where -- where ships are going to and from Cbviously,
the general trend is rising exponentially in the last 15
years and destined to keep going in that direction. And
as tinme goes forward, because of the melting polar ice
cap, is just nmeking all that increase over time into the
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future.

However, the thing in the GQulf of Mexico is they
have way nore shipping down there than there is up here.
["mnot sure -- that's one issue that | really didn't hear
a thing about during the Gulf spill was, you know, do
ships keep an eye out for the spill and try to go around
it or whatever. | know there was a spill on the
M ssissippi River, I think it was downriver from New
Ol eans, and caused a big clog in shipping for a few
weeks, and that really messed things up for a while. But
out there in the open water, | don't know. And up here
there is no -- your point is well taken. There is no
singl e agency that's responsible.

MR. BEN GREENE: Thank you. Ben G eene.
And this will just be a very quick note. 1In the interest
of making your Barrow visit as productive as possible, |
want to bring your attention -- and maybe you are already
aware -- but a very fascinating and relatively rare event
occurred along the coast right outside of Barrow just over
the | ast weekend.

MR. JEFFERY LOVAN: V¢ noticed because we
were here | ast week.

MR BEN GREENE: Make sure to take a very
careful look at the ivu. There are blocks of ice the size
of noder at e-si zed houses that were obviously pushed with a
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great deal of force a significant distance. And so, good,
I"'mglad to hear that you got to see that. | just wanted
to bring that to your attention

MR TIMHOLDER |'d like to conment on
that. W were here [ast week and we flew down from Barrow
to Wainwight, and we saw what we thought was a pretty big
lead. It was, let's say, a quarter of a mle wde. Ww,
| ook at that. W were all conmenting on it. Wen we cane
back the next day, the open water was just about to the
horizon, and then Friday was the -- the wind was bl ow ng
30 mles an hour fromthe west and southwest, and then it
became an ivu. So yeah, we were -- it was amazing to see
it. Kind of the [ead up fromthe air really was
| npressi ve.

M5. J. ST. VINCENT: I'mJ. St. Vincent.
| have a question that was generated by listening to Roy
and Doreen and Rosenmary that | hadn't thought about before
about subsistence inpacts. Has anyone in your agency or
have you sent individuals or a teamto the Slope to stay
with a subsistence activity during one season, |ike
sonebody from your agency to be with the Inupiat people to
see what goes on during, say, one caribou harvest or one
whal i ng season so the agency woul d understand nore closely
what Rosemary woul d be talking about about what one day
coul d nean during whaling season? Has that happened?
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MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Do you think that the
Deputy Regional Director should do that?

M5. J. ST. VINCENT: 1'd like to see the
Deputy Regional Director doit. [I'Il take pictures.

M5. DOREEN LAMPE: Miuch of NEPA doesn't
apply to the Native hunter's ability to harvest. NEPA
doesn't apply for AEWC to enforce a CAA but there are
ot her federal regulations, rules and regul ations that
apply that need to be enforced |ike ANILCA and MWA. Wo
wi |l be the Bureau of Ccean Energy Managenent, Regul ation
and Enforcement person who will be assigned to be our
advocate for our right to exist and not be left with a
dunp of industrial waste? |If it can't be enforced through
AEWC and the State level, it surely can be enforced at the
federal level. And | want to know who you are going to
assign to work with us on this.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN.  You nean by nane?

M5. DOREEN LAMPE: \Whatever. | nean, you
have got some kind of a big, new game plan. W haven't
heard much about it. Al you want to do is hear from us,
and we haven't even heard your game plan.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN. Ckay. Well, we would
be glad to explain the paraneters, the details of our
reorgani zation to the comunities, to ICAS, to the other
tribes if people are interested in doing that. CQur

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 38

community liaison is, directly fromthe job description,
an advocate of conmmunities and especially federally
recogni zed tribes through government to governnent
consul tation and through other --

MS. DOREEN LAMPE: But they have got no
muscles to enforce a CAA. | want to know who within the
enf orcement agency can we work with to make this happen
and get those burden -- some responsibilities off the
| ocal Ievel.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN. Wen a federal judge
says your agency has no ability to do anything about those
provisions if they are breached or they can't be reached,
that was a problemthat came out of that |lawsuit that we
don't know how to overcome. W would be happy to work
with the conmunities and especially with the ABWC and
others in the whaling communities to reconcile that
problem but it exists. And being an advocate for the
communities, for the AEWC is one thing. Enforcing
provisions or getting -- forcing industry to adopt
provisions in the CAA is sonething that is problenatic.

MS. DOREEN LAMPE: What's the biggest
probl emabout it? Wat is it? You lack jurisdiction?
Wiat is the biggest problenf

MR JEFFERY LOVAN. That's what the judge
said. Nothing you can do.
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MS. DOREEN LAMPE: But you are |easing the
ocean out there.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN. Not hing you can do if
it's not reached or if it's breached. | think
everybody -- at |east the people who belong to
organi zations that were plaintiffs in that case remenber
that court decision.

MS. DOREEN LAMPE: There is some federal
regul ations that apply to my right to live.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN. Certainly.
Environnental justice and many other provisions under
federal environnental |aw and under the MWA all are part
and parcel to things that fall into that category. And we
want to protect your right to live and your environment
and your --

MS. DOREEN LAMPE: And subsist. M right
to life and subsist --

MR JEFFERY LOVAN: And subsist.

M5. DOREEN LAMPE: -- because the way you
guys deal with us, you just say zero tolerance. You are
so very nuch pro oil devel opnent that you guys don't even
really seriously consider howto protect the Arctic Ccean.
There will be no access to no oil tree for your Coast
Quard or nobody else, for that matter, to get out there.
If there was an accident, that you guys woul d not be able
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to get out there and send all your hundreds of ships from
the Gulf of Mexico up to the Arctic. And that will just
wi pe out the whole Arctic Chukchi Sea mgration route.

Al the whal es be dead.

And who is going to go to jail? Wi is going to
pay the fine? One captain went to jail for one year when
Barrow went over the quota limt. Wo is going to jail?
Wio went to jail for BP? What happened to those human
beings that |ive down there? Their rights were just
trampl ed on.

MS. LOS EPSTEIN. Lois Epstein. |'man
engineer with the Wl derness Society in Anchorage. And |
guess one conment | have is |'mhearing a | ot of
frustration here about whether there is any information
that could be provided to BOEMRE that mght result in a
decision not to lease. 1Is there any information that
woul d show that the difficulties of cleanup, the lack of
enforcement, the lack of ability to carry out the
provisions of the Conflict Avoidance Agreenent, any of
that mght be in and of itself for sone to say we
shouldn't go forward? But what |'mhearing is that this
Is -- this is happening. And is there any type of data or
| egal problens or anything that could convince the
Adm nistration? Maybe you could just give us a feel for
t hat.
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MR JEFFERY LOVAN: There is a plethora of
things, a lot of themthat we tal ked about tonight. On
the other hand, you have two -- roughly three billion
dollars worth of |eases in the Beaufort and Chukchi Sea
that bel ong to conpani es.

The United States governnent issued those
| eases, collected that noney. Those |essees have certain
rights. The resource estimates for the Chukchi Sea as
they anal yze data over again and to a mnor extent gain
new data, those resource estimtes are increasing. And
what may be larger than the largest oil field on earth is
believed to be out there. That's on the other side of the
equat i on.

My job isn't to talk anybody into anything here.

| like to answer questions. | try to stay out of
argunments because as nuch as people may not think, | don't
work for conpanies. | don't advocate for their interests.

| work for the United States governnent, the Departnent of
the Interior, and for today the Bureau of QOcean Energy
Management, Regul ation and Enforcement. And this process
under the National Environmental Policy Act and tonight's
meeting is to get corments fromthe public on the notion
that one or nore offshore oil and gas | ease sales woul d be
held in the Arctic in the Beaufort planning area and
Chukchi planning area that, quite frankly, has not been
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defined. | don't have a map because it's a blank slate
t oni ght .

And so at every neeting that we have held so
far -- and I'maquite certain that every meeting this
agency holds in Alaska -- | know a little bit about
meetings that this agency holds in Alaska -- there will be
even nore concerns in nore areas about holding offshore --
more offshore oil and gas |ease sales. \Wether or not
there will be a totality of things that convince the
ultimate decisionmaker not to hold any oil and gas |ease
sales, | don't know. | don't know. Maybe. That's ny
best guess. Maybe.

The deci si onmaker mght even ask ne. \Wat |
think is a less inportant than if the decisionmaker asks
me what | heard during public scoping neetings. And ny
job is to tell that person exactly what all of you tel

me. And I'll do that, whether | agree with it or not.

["I'l tell the truth. "Il tell themexactly, as

remenber it anyway. And | don't think I'mbiased. |'m
not because | understand everybody's position here. | can

relate in nore ways than you can imagine to the way people
feel, even the ones that feel very strongly, even the ones
who are the nost upset. | can relate to that.

So | don't have a problemwth telling the
deci si onnaker exactly what people told ne. And they have
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in the past, right before Chukchi Sea sale 193, asked the
question whether or not people in these communities in the
North Sl ope Borough felt that the oil conpanies could
clean up a major oil spill. Asked a whole roomfull of
peopl e that question. That's a question where they m ght
not like the answer. So it's real silent. And | had just
been up here and spoken to folks. Doreen renenbers and |
think a few other people remenber the first time | came up
here and managed meetings. So it was real easy just for
me to say no.

And then the next question was: Well, can they?
And | said |'d bet ny noney on prevention because the
worst day in the Arctic they will be lucky to stay alive,
much | ess clean anything up. You don't have a |ot of time
to talk during those meetings, but | got the nessage
across. They held the oil and gas | ease sale anyway.
That's -- you know, that's the decisionmaker's shot to
call.

In the docunent, in the executive sunmary, |
woul d hope that these concerns, at |east the ones, the
concerns that are nost relevant to this five-year plan,
will be articulated. | can make sure that that happens.
| have -- | have quite a bit to say over what ends up in
our environnmental docunents. That can sway a
deci si onmaker. They are going to read that for sure.
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They are going to get a briefing on the docunent. |
forgot how many pages our five-year programmatic El Ses
are. 2,0007?

MR BOB SEBASTIAN. It's l|arge.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN: Yeah. And these
Assistant Secretaries and the Secretary of the Interior,
there are just literally hundreds of environnental
docunments bei ng produced by people within their agency.
These are very inportant, and you can bet after the
Deepwat er Horizon these decisions have the utnost
attention of the Secretary and the President. So those
decisions will be well thought this tine around.

And everything that has been said tonight and
has been said in the previous nmeetings | think are al
conpel ling reasons to not; but at the same tine, people
said we need the econonm c opportunities; the TransAl aska
Pipeline is in a decline, and w thout the offshore
contribution eventually will stop flowing, and that's an
inportant part of the econony. W have heard a little bit
of that at the neetings so far. W wll hear a lot nore
in Anchorage.

The majority -- this isn't a denocracy, but the
majority of the people in Al aska have been proponents of
of fshore oil development. But it doesn't make any
difference. It's not a voting thing. And through
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litigation, through the public process, facilitated by
NEPA, through other efforts that agency heads have nade to
hear what people have to say, | think it's pretty safe to
say, put that all together and that's why nine years wll
have passed and you will not -- and you have not seen one
single exploratory drilling project in Alaska's Quter
Continental Shelf. That has not ever happened since they
first started drilling in the OCS in Al aska, ever. They
went, | think, four or five years once in the md '80s.

There were two years when | believe there were
17 exploration wells one year and 17 exploration wells the
follow ng year. And one of themwas '85 when Shel
di srupted whaling activities. So when you hear the
| eaders here in the North Slope say too much too fast too
soon, I'msure that has something to do with it. There
was too much going on too fast, and whaling was disrupted
for an entire comunity for an entire season. Shel
acknow edges it. It's no secret.

Robert. Thank you for raising your hand.

MR ROBERT SUYDAM | figured I'd get you
to stop talking for a while if | raised nmy hand. Lois
just mentioned a few things about the lack of information
in the Chukchi planning area, such as limted ability to
clean up oil and other things. One thing that the North
Sl ope Borough has commented on in the past that we haven't

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 46

real ly tal ked about tonight -- Jeff, I think you nentioned
it earlier on -- is that thereis really alimtation in
the amount of information in the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas
for making w se decisions.

Wthout a doubt, MVS -- BCEMRE and MVS hefore
has spent a | ot of noney helping to collect inportant
information, but the environment has changed hugely. You
know, the ice has retreated. The ice is getting thinner.
And the environnent is changing in lots of other ways.

And so even though we have got a lot of old information
it probably isn't pertinent to what's happening now. So
we need to continue to collect information and do so as
rapidly as we can, especially if |ease sales are going to
be held and if oil conpanies are going to be permtted to
drill.

So I'd like to thank BOEMRE for the science
that's going on. | look forward to potentia
col I aborations between the Borough and BOEMRE with regard
to science and col |l ecting needed information, but we
definitely need to nove forward with that.

The oil conpanies, of course, collect a |ot of
science, as well. They go out and | ook for narine mammal s
and |l ook for birds and measure sounds that they are
putting into the water, and | think that's all really
positive. However, they keep their information private.
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They don't share it with people.

Sure, they will summarize it and give people the
summaries, but if BOEMRE is going to allow Shell and
Conoco Phillips and Stat G| and other conpanies to go out
on the ocean and collect environnental data -- not
necessarily the seismc data or drilling data, but the
environnental data about what's happening in the water or
on the water, that that information should be required to
be nade public; the data, not necessarily just the
reports; that other people should have the right to be
able to look at that information w thout having to try to
interpret what the oil conpanies have done in sumari zi ng
t he data.

So the scientific process needs to be nmuch nore
transparent than it currently is or has been for decades
up here.

In the past -- well, also related to kind of
studies is the issue of cunulative inpacts. This is kind
of what Todd was tal king about a nmoment ago about ship
traffic. Al the ships that are noving through the Arctic
are putting a lot of sound into the water, and that sound
has the potential to deflect bowheads or belugas or other
animal s away fromareas where they used to be hunted or
areas where they feed or rest or calve

And so we need to better understand cumul ative
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inpacts. And in order to do that, we have to have a good
archive of infornmation about what the human activities
were out there. W need to know all the ships. And nost
of the ships that are out there are oil and gas conpani es,
but there is others, too. W need to have good

i nformation about the human activities in the Beaufort and
Chukchi Sea planning area, and we need that information to
assess cumul ative inpacts.

On top of that, we also know that the
exploration activities in Canada, especially in the
eastern Beaufort Sea and in Russia in the western Chukch
Sea, that oil exploration is increasing there, too. And
so BCEMRE needs to nake sure they are talking to their
Canadi an counterparts and Russian counterparts to be aware
of the information about activities that are going on
there so when you do the NEPA anal ysis of cunulative
i npacts, you can actually do a reasonabl e job of assessing
them not just listing themout, but assessing what the
cunul ative inpacts mght be to the biology of bowhead
whal es, bel ugas, or other aninals.

And then one other comment that | want to nake
is that in the past there have been deferral areas in the
Beaufort Sea for whaling. There was one around Barrow.
There was one around Cross Island for the Nuiqsut hunters
and there was one around Kaktovik. And currently those
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deferral areas around Kaktovik and Barrow are still in
place. But, | don't know, naybe five or ten years ago the
deferral area around Cross Island was renoved. And |
think that was disappointing. And | think that BOEMRE
shoul d seriously consider putting that deferral area back
in place. Obviously there are |eases that have al ready
been sold there, and |I'mnot suggesting that necessarily
those | eases be bought back, but don't offer any nore

| ease tracts in the deferral area around CGross Island in
the next five-year plan.

And this really gets to kind of what Doreen is
trying to get at is, like, sure, the CAA between oil
conpani es and the AEWC can't be used by the federal
governnent to enforce, you know, disturbance issues
related to marine mammal s, but you guys can do sonet hi ng
You can do things to make sure that marine nanmals are
avail able to hunters in the areas where they have been in
the past. A deferral area or tine in area closures are
certainly things that should be considered in an EI'S for
the Beaufort and Chukchi Sea planning areas.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN. Robert, what kind of
an exclusion zone in Cross Island would you recomend, the
sane one that was there before or bigger?

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM To tell you the truth,
| don't remenber exactly what was there before, but
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tal king to the Nuiqsut hunters would be the best road to
take. The other piece of information that would be

val uable is the study that you hel ped fund, and | think
Shell may have hel ped fund part of it, as well, whichis
the Mchael Galganaitis study on |ooking at tracks of
where the hunting crews went when they were out whaling,
and that information will provide lots of good details
about where boats go.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN. Science that industry
has today that you know that is conplete that you woul d
l'ike and haven't been able to obtain, can you name
anyt hi ng?

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM Everything. They
won't provide any of their data in terms of sone of the
contam nants dat a.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN. Can you send to me via
e-mai | the specifics, and then we will try to see if we
can just -- | nean, you know, pick, like, your top to
start with, top three things and then we will go to work
just to see how we do.

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM That woul d be
fantastic. It's always been problematic that the
conpanies are willing to baseline -- they are willing to
share summarized information but not the raw data, with
one exception, and that exception is BP. And they have
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been nore than willing to share the data with us. So
despite their problems in the Qulf of Mexico and on the
North Sl ope in some cases, froma science perspective they
have been quite willing to work with us and be very
transparent in their science, except seismc data.

MR. JEFFERY LOVAN. Well, proprietary data
we will have little luck with, and we mght go to jail if
we give it up.

MR CECFF CARROLL: M name is Ceof f
Carroll. And | have been a wildlife biologist on the
North Sl ope for over 30 years. 1've worked for the
National Marine Fisheries, the North Sl ope Borough, and
currently Al aska Departnent of Fish & Gane. 1'mgoing to
be speaking as a private citizen, and these don't
represent the views of any agency.

MR. JEFFERY LOVAN. Fair enough

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM He just doesn't want
to get fired.

MR GEOFF CARROLL: (kay. 1'd like to
t hank you al so for comng up here and getting people's
i nput and opinions on this very inportant subject. First

| have a question and then I'I|l have a few conments. The
question is, you know, with the Gulf of Mexico spill, what
we observed was a situation where there have been al

t hese amazi ng advances on their ability to drill. They
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were drilling in five mles of water and going way down
and going a long way beyond that. And there have been
amazi ng advances in that technol ogy, but when there was a
spill, it was |ike back to the Dark Ages. | nean, there
have been no advances really in oil spill cleanup.

And kind of a question is, is there a push
wi thin your agency to sonehow advance the research and
devel opment in oil spill cleanup techniques?

MR. JEFFERY LOVAN. Well, there is
probably a bigger push now than there has been maybe ever
within this agency, ny agency. | personally, though --
|"ve cleaned up small oil spills when | worked for the
Navy Public Works Center in San Diego. Never l|arge oi

spills on the water. |'mnot optimstic that there is
going to be sonme massive advance here. | haven't given it
a lot of thought, but there has been a | ot of great people
that -- including some fanous people, the actor -- |

forgot his name, the good-looking fellow, and whatnot that
have worked on it.

And so, you know, things are -- necessity is the
mot her of invention, but we haven't seen nuch. And we
have been cleaning up things we spill on our floor the
same ol d way. Maybe nmore wasteful than we used to. W
used to use a rag; now we use throw away stuff. But
don't think you are going to ever see sone gizmo that you
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can throw out there on the water -- maybe I'mwong. |
hope |"'mwong -- but I'mdoubtful that there is going to
be significant advances.

And really when you think about it, especially
in the Arctic and especially given the causation for the
Deepwat er Horizon -- the causation primarily is
conpl acency, the opposite of which is vigilance. And only
11 people died. A lot nore could have. They had a |ot of
personal reasons to be vigilant, and they weren't.

There is -- there are -- | think your well
control enhancement, other prevention, a regulatory regime
that is both feared and respected, things that are
| ongst andi ng notivators of vigilance will negate the need
for sone new inventions in spill response, but that's just
my opinion. Sorry. Long answer.

MR CGECFF CARROLL: (kay. Thank you. You
know, I, along with a lot of North Sl ope people, you know,
we really do appreciate the econom c benefits that
petrol eum devel opment has brought, and we woul d probably
like to see this continue, but however, we want to see
this done with as |ittle negative inpact to the people,
the wildlife and the rest of the environment as possible.

And | mght have kind got off on the wong track
in my coments here. Basically | sawthis as a scoping
meeting, so right now they are suggestions of topics |'d
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like to see covered when you wite your environnenta
I npact statenent and, you know, develop your five-year
plan. So you know, okay.

Wien we hear about offshore devel opnent,
probably the first thing that cones to mnd is the risk of
an oil spill. W knowthat oil spills are quite possible.
W' ve seen huge devastating oil spills in Prince WIIliam
Sound and the Gulf of Mexico. We also know that they're
very difficult to clean up and that they have nany
| mpact s.

There are several aspects about the Arctic, such
as ice-covered waters, the cold, the dark, distance to
infrastructure that make it extremely difficult to clean

up a spill. Many people here feel that oil devel opnent
shoul d just not occur until there are proven nethods for
controlling and cleaning up an oil spill. Because a major
oil spill is quite possible and because it would be

extremely difficult to clean one up, 1'd like to see
BCEMRE address the followi ng issues in the environnental
i npact statenent.

Nunmber one, what inpacts could a mgjor oil spil
have on the people, wildlife, and the rest of the
environnent in northern Alaska. | think it should be
listed out just what inpacts could result fromthis.

Nunmber two, if exploration and devel opnent are
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al | oned, what precautions would be required of oi
conpani es to make an oil spill as unlikely as possible.

Three, when oil spills do occur, what means are
available to clean up oil in various conditions that are
present in the Arctic, such as the extrene cold, the
darkness, ice-covered waters and the storny weat her.

In the Gulf of Mexico, one of the prinary
techni ques used to deal with the oil was dispersants, and
it seems |ike that was done w thout really understanding
the long-termeffects of the dispersants on the
environment. The EI'S shoul d address the effectiveness of
di spersants in cold waters or the conditions up here, and
it should al so discuss the negative inpacts the
di spersants could have on the |ocal environnent.

Nurmber five, 1'd like to know how does BOEMRE
plan to deal with such issues such as the |ack of
infrastructure to support the ships and people that would
be needed for oil spill cleanup. | think we have heard
that several times this evening, but, man, there is just
no facilities around here to get the ships and everything
else into place to even attenpt an oil spill cleanup. And
i f devel opnent does proceed and there is an oil spill and
it cannot be cleaned up, what financial and human
resources will be provided to | ocal conmunities?

In addition to oil spills, there are many ot her
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I ssues that could be addressed in an EIS. One of those
woul d be what steps shoul d be taken to gather baseline
information to fill the information gaps about wildlife
and oceanographic conditions. And also a |isting of what
studi es shoul d be devel oped to neasure the effects on
wildlife and people if the exploration and devel opnent do
occur.

The EI'S shoul d address how clinmate change coul d
affect exploration and devel opnent plans |ike -- as Robert
mentioned, all the studies that have taken place up to
now, you know, it's a whole different playing field now.
The ice is different, the weather patterns are different.
And you know, even studies that take place today, in ten
years it's all going to change. So everything that's
di scussed needs to be -- you need to take the fact that
global climate change is taking place and that things are
going to be in a constant state of change.

VWhat effects could the noises associated with
expl oration and devel opnent have on wildlife? Which of
these effects will be detrinmental to wildlife and which of
those effects -- because it's affecting the wildlife, how
could that affect hunters and what negative effects could
it have on the people up here? Al so what other factors,
such as seismc surveys, ship traffic and aircraft traffic
could affect wildlife? How could these effects be
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detrinental to hunters, as well?

And you know what coul d be done to minimze the
i npacts of industrial noise, ship traffic, and seismc
surveys on wildlife and the people that hunt then? So I'd
like to see it outlined what all factors could affect the
wildlife and the people and al so what could be done about
it.

And al so, you know, what inpacts could result
fromair and water pollution given off from exploration
and devel opnent sites and what can be done to mnim ze
this?

One issue is that the Bering Strait is kind of a
choke point in the mgration path of bowhead and bel uga
whales and a lot of other marine manmals. It's a
relatively narrow space, and a lot of animals mgrate
through. And we are seeing increased ship traffic every
year and, of course, they are funneled into that narrow
area, as well. So it's going to eventually increase and
more ship strikes and disruption of mgrations. The EIS
shoul d address what can be done to limt the ship traffic
through the Bering Strait during mgrations and ot her
mtigation measures as far as affecting these mgrations.

The EI'S shoul d al so seriously consider
cunul ative inmpacts. In the past agencies have often
preferred to | ook at devel opment and expl orati on one
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project at atinme. Mny tines there is sort of alinmted
i npact for one project and, it's only when you | ook at the
total inpact of many projects that a major problemis

obvi ous.

Wien you outline cumulative inpacts, you shoul d
consider all the activities related to petrol eum
shipping, research projects, and mlitary activities in
the northern oceans that -- everything that's going to be
taking place in the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas, including
the Canadi an and Russian waters.

So thank you for letting ne testify.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN. Thank you

MR. WALTER AKPIK: M nane is Valter
Akpik, and 1'ma Barrow resident. | just wanted to ask
have you come up to do nore studies on the ice that we
have out here? You need to do nore studies because once
that ice starts moving with the wind and the current
movi ng together, there is no man-made object that's going
to stop it, especially with an oil rig out there. It's
just going to topple it over without notice.

And you guys will give the crews down there a
second chance to push the panic button to get everybody
out. It just happens like that. | have been here about
60 years, and | know how that ice works. There is no
man- made such things that's able to stop that ice once it
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starts moving with that current we got out here. So do
more studies on that ice that we have out here,
wintertine.

MR. JEFFERY LOVAN. Thank you. W have
peopl e that have not spoke yet.

M5. VERA WLLIAMS: |'mVera WIllians from
Barrow, Al aska. M concern, | guess, is what everybody
has also stated. That ice out there, just happened just
the other day, and it's alnost two, three stories high in
sone areas. And you know, if you were to start
collecting, even the weather bureau has all the data al so
for the amount of wind we had just the other day to see
that ice pile up out there.

That's another area that you guys need to, |
think, at |east consider our concerns that the iceis --
is powerful. And Mdther Nature -- you can't really stop
Mot her Nature, but those are other areas that you coul d
| ook at also and tap into and take pictures out there to
see what magnitude four to six feet thickness of ice is
all piled up out there. You know, those are our concerns.

How coul d you -- how coul d soneone prove to us
that something could live through that, you know. That's
our ocean out there.

And al so, you know, just a suggestion, | heard a
coupl e places where infrastructure is not visibly here.
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Those areas al so need to be really touched up on and nake
those infrastructures be placed on the North Slope and
scatter themaround where you are going to have an oi
spill; have it all around where they will be nobile and
easy, you know, in different areas on the North Slope. W
have seven villages, and nost of themare out in the, you
know, coastal areas. You could have those areas for

desi gnated spots, also, for, you know, planning sonething
that could be inplenented and into your five-year plan as
you progress through your five-year plan.

You know, that's just ny suggestion that some
kind of mandatory thing needs to be placed for the oi
industry to have it out there or else you ask the federal
governnent to place it out there and have it nobile, ready
for any disaster.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN. Thank you

MR CRAIG GEORGE: Craig CGeorge, for the
record. For the record, nmy name is Craig George, and |'ve
lived in the community for about 30 years now, and |'ve
st udi ed bowheads through nost of that time. So a lot of
my commrents will be bowhead-centric.

But a couple things: Regarding bowheads, | just
conpleted a -- well, a dissertation on bowheads, and
real |y what becane clear is that one of the key features
of being a bowhead is its baleen. That's the apparatus
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which allows it to make a living out here. And it's
fairly unique to that animal inits length and the quality
of it, the extensiveness of it.

A bowhead is -- athird of the body is its head.
It's kind of a swinmng head, and it has 640 bal een hairs.
| don't have an exanple here. It has these |ong fringe
hairs that can be over a foot in length. Hey, there is
one. From-- relatively small, actually. But those
fringe hairs comng off there, those are really what makes
it work as a plankton or zooplankton filter.

And to date there has only been one study on how
oil ingestion could affect its ability to filter
zoopl ankton, and that seens |ike kind of a precursor to
doing any further research -- leasing is to really
under stand how the animal mght be affected by that.

In the Norwegian Arctic, they noticed that the
seismc noise affects in particular the gadids, the cod,
the -- and herring, and they may vacate a fjord where
t hey' ve been shooting seismc. And as far as | know,
there hasn't been any -- the Elders constantly ask about
this here. Wat does seismic do to the snmaller critters?
V¢ have some idea what it does to the larger critters, but
not the smaller ones.

Every meeting Rossman Peet ook asks how seismc
noi se affects krill, and we have never had an answer. So
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that seens like a worthwhile study project. And in fact,
they have shown, like | nentioned in Norway, that seismc
noi se does affect the distribution of fish. And Arctic
cod, of course, are one of the keystone species in the
Arctic system So that's sonething you need to | ook at.
W' ve heard a | ot about denonstrating the
ability to clean up oil. | agree that it seens
obj ectionable to pour oil into the ocean, do a spill test,
but | think -- unfortunately, | think that probably needs
to be done to really do an honest test. And actually,
Jeff, your conmments have been sort of -- about the ability
to clean up oil, | think have been quite honest, that this
time of year with the current speeds and the darkness and
the tenperatures, | think there are periods -- well,
clearly there are periods where it would be irresponsible
to put people out there because they woul dn't survive.
And we need a really good gap analysis in the next EIS --
gap response analysis -- sorry -- on oil spill cleanup
Mentioned storms. The nost powerful storm since
| have been here was in 1989. Some of you may renenber
It toppled cabins and tore roofs off in town. And the
unofficial w nd speed was 103 mles an hour at the DEW
line. But the weather service instruments failed. So
there is really no record. | think their peak gusts quit
about 70, but that was an incredibly powerful storm |
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think it did a lot of damage in Wainwight, as well.

Ckay. Telemetry work, actually BLM mainly

through the efforts of Chukchi Mnnett --

MR ROBERT SUYDAM Not BLM BOEMRE

MR CRAIG GEORGE: Oh, I'msorry. It was
MVS. BCEMRE now. Sorry. Thank you. Has funded what's
now a really world class satellite telemetry study on
bowheads. A lot of the tagging was done here at Barrow,
and al so over in Arctic Canada, and it's told us a lot.

And essentially every tagged whale -- | don't
have the inmages here, but they have all taken off various
directions, but every single one except one has gone
through the current |ease area, which is roughly like so
[indicating], | guess. | can't drawit. But anyway, they
all cone down and they hit this coast and they spend up to
two nonths down here. And if there was an oil release
under the predom nant w nd, which is northeast, you know,
you have the potential both here and down here
[indicating] to affect the entire bowhead popul ation. So
that woul dn't be good.

But anyway, sone oil spill scenarios, |ooking
at -- | think we're too focused on these small areas --
not small areas. On these specific areas in the planning
areas, but a lot of these -- essentially all narine
mammal s are migratory, so we have got to | ook at the hig
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picture. And this was funded by this agency. And as |
understand it, Robert, the information was not in the
| ast --

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM The recent NEPA

docunent .

MR GECORGE CRAIG The recent NEPA
docunent, which was -- it wasn't included in that.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN. The nost recent NEPA
docunent that we have that is still a work in process is

the suppl emental environmental inpact statement for sale
193's court remand.

MR CEORGE CRAIG And that wasn't in the
initial -- | knowit caused a |ot of --

MR. JEFFERY LOVAN. The 193 FEIS.

MR GEORGE CRAIG Right. Isit init
now? Anyway, you have this beautiful data set --

MR JEFFERY LOVAN. The man behind you
wi |l answer.

MR MKE ROUTHER It will be. W were
up here in Novenber to talk about the draft SEIS. Since
that time we have received a great number of conments and
we have been working hard to address them W are stil
in that process. And as part of that process, we are
addi ng additional studies that have come out recently that
either weren't available at the time we worked on the SEI S
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or for whatever reason weren't in that docunent. We did
go back and add nore studies, including the one you are
referring to.

MR CEORGE CRAIG (kay. Good. That's
some good news. (kay. And then there has been mention of
shi pping, and here is ny sort of crude depiction of the
Bering Strait. Here is St. Lawence. But all the
bowheads went |ike so, and then down through here on the
west side in fall, and they all came up west of
St. Lawrence Island. And this fits with local know edge,
as wel |.

Very few go east. Very few whales go east of
St. Lawence Island. But this is right in the shipping
lanes [indicating]. So | don't knowif it's the purview
of the EIS, but shipping [anes and speed controls in this
area really need to be put in place.

W know fromthe bowhead' s cousin on the East
Coast, the right whale, that they don't get along well
with ships. |In fact, they get hit with great frequency.
And it's generally when they are feeding and breeding, not
necessarily mgrating, but when they are feeding and
breedi ng you see themoblivious to a lot of things. W
know about the big deflections of whales from seismc work
here, md Beaufort, during mgration. Over in Canada they
are considerably less. And so anyway, this is -- thisis
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a big problem And if there is a lot of shipping
associated with oil and gas activity -- and Arctic

shi pping, of course, is beyond the -- well, it should be
included in the cunul ative analysis, but there will be --
there will be problems in here. It's just a matter of the
magni tude of it.

Local know edge, as nuch as you possibly can
include that in the EIS, we have innunerabl e exanpl es of
where | ocal know edge has been proven correct by
scientific studies. Mst recent is the bowhead' s ability
to smell in their olfaction. And you pick up any
text books, it says cetaceans are incapable of it. The
| ocal s have been telling us for years that they can snell,
and we have conpleted a recent study that confirmed that,
at least |ooking at the anatony and the gene expression,
that sort of thing.

And then Rosenary nentioned somnet hing
i nteresting about displacenent of subsistence activity
like in the Prudhoe -- let's see here. This is Kuparuk
and Prudhoe area. And as far as | know, this area that
was formerly inhabited by | ocal people and a | ot of
hunting took place, a |lot of hones scattered through here,
old sod hones, | think there is virtually no hunting in
there, is that correct? So arguably one of the biggest
i npacts of the oil industry has been people.
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And that's -- you wi |l have formal conments to
all this fromthe Borough and our wildlife departnent, but
just a couple points to consider. Thank you.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN.  Thank you very nuch
| don't know, Robert. | think a collective work of a map
during a meeting is nmore of a l|earning experience than the
fancy ones consul tants use.

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM How about bot h?

MS. DOREEN LAMPE: Let me play the devil's

advocate and say | support drilling and | want to work
with you. And | want to know how the oil conpanies are
going to get to and fromtheir site. | want to help you

out and get that done. And | want to help you out and
figure out a way out to export that oil out of there.
Wiere is that information? W never get that information.
That's one of the biggest inpacts that you will be
inpacted fromis the actual devel opment of that |ease sale
site.

And | support you on devel oping that site and
maki ng sure we have the best oil spill response plan in
the whole wide world, and | talk to ny people and | tell
themthis is the best, and this is how they are going to
export the oil and this is how they are going to access
the site. Wiere is that information?

And | woul d even appease the mayor and tell him
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there will be no drilling discharge. And |I'mgoing to
work with you. 1'mgoing to be your new best friend.
Wiere is all this information that | need to work with you
to make sure this goes right, this is done right? There
Is going to be an 80-mle pipeline under the Chukchi Sea
from what, those Burger or Kl ondike, fromthere to

Vi nwight and then from Winwight to Punp Station 1? |Is
that the big plan?

And then in the event of an oil spill, who is
going to cone and help us? The mlitary? They are going
to pull themout of the Mddle East and they will cone and
hel p us? What are we going to do? |'myour new best
friend. You tell ne.

No zero discharge in the ocean. W are going to
have a hub in Wainwight. W are going to have a pipeline
undersea. W are going to connect to Punp Station 4,
whatever. Realistically we will only operate fromJuly to
Cctober, realistically, if I"myour oil person. That's
only possible due to life health safety measures we are
going to have to take.

So coul d you conpromi se? Wuld you conproni se
and say, okay, we support it? Let's give themwhat they
want. Zero discharge. No discharge in the Arctic Ccean.

Those crystalline silica drilling nuds are
cancer-causing chemcals that settle to the bottomof the
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ocean. And | seen a presentation; all the little
creatures, the little critters, whatever, they hibernate
three to four feet down in the nuds of the ocean. They
had drilled a four-foot-by-four-foot-by-four-foot deep
piece of mud fromthe ocean, and they expected to find
nothing but nud. But no, they found all these little
critters hibernating in the bottomof that nud in the
Arctic Ccean

So woul d you guys even conpromse at all? Wuld
you guys give up your NPDES permit? Wuld you guys say
they support it? Let's conpromse. Let's go along with
their zero drilling request. Howw |l you be able to
conprom se with us?

MR. JEFFERY LOVAN. |s that a question?

MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Yes.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN. The permit isn't --
doesn't belong to our agency. It belongs to the
permttees. In the recent case, it was Shell. And they
did for the Beaufort alter their revised plan to go to a
true zero discharge scenario, but they didn't receive an
air permt, so they canceled their drilling operation.

So fromtheir perspective -- | read today in one
of the commerce journals here in Al aska Shell says they
have 30 -- had 34 permits but did not have an air permt,
SO --
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But going back to your initial recommendation,
will we work with you? Yes. WII| we cooperate with you
and, for exanple, ICAS? Yes. ICASis a federally
recogni zed tribe, of course, and federally recognized
tribes can be cooperating agencies when we are preparing
an environnental inpact statement. So yes, and yes.

Wth respect to devel opment, we haven't had a
devel opnent plan presented to us yet. There is no
devel opnent in the Quter Continental Shelf. Liberty, the
proposed Liberty project, Northstar through horizontal
drilling, gets at a federal deposit, but there is no true
devel opnent anywhere in Alaska's OCS

| want to go to sonebody if anybody el se has any
conments that has not spoken yet.

MR. DONALD CARROLL: Donald Carroll. M
maj or concern is oil spills in the ocean. The Prince
Wl liam Sound and the Gulf of Mexico oil spills have shown
that oil spills are very real and maybe even likely. If
there is an oil spill, it will be very hard to clean the
spill up in the Arctic.

Part of the reason |I'mconcerned is because of a
science fair project that | did |last year. The project
was called "Cleaning Up QI Spill in Ice-Infested Waters."
| tested the effect of tenperature and ice on two ways of
cleaning up oil. One of those was burning oil and the
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ot her technique was using petrol eum absorbent material to
soak up the oil

In the oil burning experiment, we poured a
measured anount of North Slope crude oil into a pan of
sal twater and wei ghed the pan with the oil and water in
it. The oil floated on the surface of the water, and we
used a torch to burn the oil. Wen the oil stopped
burning, we applied the torch to it again in order to burn
as nmuch as possible. Wen it was done burning, we weighed
the pan again with the water and remaining oil residue in
it and conpared the weights. W did this with room
tenperature water (18 degrees centigrade), water that was
near freezing, (zero degrees centigrade), and cold water
that had broken ice stirred into it.

The results were surprising. In the room
tenperature water, only 35 percent of the oil burned. For
wat er that was near the freezing point, only 16 percent
burned. For cold water mxed with ice, only 11 percent of
the oil burned. There was always a |ot of black gunk in
the water that woul d not burn.

| was surprised how little of the oil burned.
Even in warmwater conditions, |less than half of it
burned. And when the water was cold and had ice init, an
even smal | er percent burned.

Another problemw th burning oil is air
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pol lution. In addition, there was just an article in the
newspaper that in the Qulf of Mexico there is lots of ash
and residue on the bottom of the ocean from burning oi
there.

W had a better success rate cleaning up the oi
with the absorbent material. W were able to collect up
to 79 percent of the oil using absorbent pads, but when
there was ice and water only, 50 percent of the oil was
absorbed. In addition, it would be very difficult to even

get tothe oil inareal oil spill if there was ice in the
ar ea.

Fromthe results of ny experinent, | think it
woul d be very difficult to clean up an oil spill in the
Arctic.

In your environmental inpact statement, you
shoul d address all current techniques for cleaning up oi
spills and how effective they would or would not be in the
Arctic; the need for a major research programto inprove
our ability to clean up oil spills in the Arctic;
everything that could be done to reduce the chances of
having an oil spill

| have a couple rmore comments to add. | nean, |
know that drilling oil gives countries lots and |ots of
money, and the United States would -- it would be good for

us to have the noney, but if you do spill here, you could
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create major problens. And | nean, they m ght shut it
down and make it |ess noney. The people here, we are
getting nore and nore out of our tradition, and there is

not -- noney is not hel ping that nuch, probably.
| guess it just mght be a better place to stay
away from especially offshore drilling, in my opinion
That's all | have to say.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN. Not a bad place to end
this meeting. Thank you very nuch. And I'mglad that you
took an interest in this business to do that project. |
think your results were consistent with what the
governnent spent a lot nore noney than you did to
determine. But ny understanding is your percentages are
right on the noney. So very good work. And barring any
ot her questions or comments -- okay.

Sorry, sir. Did you have your hand up earlier?
| didn't see it.

MR. PATRICK SUVLA: No. M nane is
Patrick Suvla, S-UV-L-A You have been collecting
information fromus for how | ong and we don't even know if
there is any studies going on in the ocean, |ike studies
on the current. And fromwhat the news says, it would be
a lot easier to clean the oil spill if there is any up
here.

Now, | ook, they say it's a Iot shallower here,
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and it would make an oil spill easier to clean. |If you
fill up a bathtub and the water starts at the bottom the
waves are a lot going in one direction. The nore it gets
full, the waves get less. And |'msure that's how our

ocean would be if there is an oil spill. There will be a
| ot of waves out there for people trying to clean up an
oil spill. And Il don't know how | ong that dispersant is

going to last down in the GQulf, but I think they will have
a lot of nmud balls to gather up within that time.

And last -- they sent guys fromthe seismc on
Monday -- was it Monday? Friday. Saturday. And | asked
them a question on what happens after the seismc is done,
have they gone back and checked on the plants or whatever
our small nmanmal s eat down at the bottom of the ocean.
They said they never checked back. Now, there has got to
be sone danmage done on the bottomw th that seismc

And with all the currents we have up here, if
there is an oil spill and it's dark and by the time we get
dayli ght, which way are they going to start cleaning up,
the east or west? Because we have got a lot of currents
out there. You got to -- you got to be here when it's
breakup. You will see ice going one way and a little
further out going in a different direction. So if there
is an oil spill out there, with all those currents going
on, which way are the -- are you going to send your boats?
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And that's all | got. Thank you.
MR. JEFFERY LOMAN. Thank you very nuch
M5. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  This process
is looking at oil and gas |easing, but there is other
modes of energy devel opnent that are being devel oped in
the oceans. There is no assessment in this process that's
| ooking at different parts of the ocean that may be very
beneficial to consider for utilizing for specific types of
cl eaner, nondamaging type of inpacts wthout the risks of
contam nating our ocean. And those kinds of assessnents
are not in any of these areas.
There are certain areas in the Arctic that are
encouraged to -- us to look at for other types of
devel opment processes that is necessary for other areas of
usage. Sone of those things are inmportant for our ful
assessment of the usage of the processes that are here.
If we are not |ooking at everything such as ocean energy
management processes that are out there, then it affects
what we are | ooking at and ways that we coul d be | ooking
at using certain areas in better ways, |ess inpacting.
Thanks.
MR JEFFERY LOVAN. Let me just ask a
question on that. Are you saying that the agency shoul d
in part -- as part of this exercise, this effort to comply
wi th NEPA, that we shoul d exami ne the potential for w nd
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wave, tidal energy along with oil and gas energy, and then
the wind, wave, and tidal energy woul d provide energy to
the communities who are nost at risk if and when oil and
gas activities occurred?

MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK: Ckay. At this
hour of day and night, there is a | ot of ways that you
could | ook at these processes, and the reality is there is
a lot of things that are out there that coul d affect
deci si onmaki ng processes. And we need to look at all the
different factors that can hel p us make the best judgnents
for this area.

The risks for us and the damages to our ocean
are a reality of any of these proposals. And if we are
| ooki ng at some of these other considerations, it m ght
of fset some of the decisions that are -- we are being
forced upon.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN.  Thank you.

MR CEORGE CRAIG Craig CGeorge, for the
record again. | |iked your comments about the report -- |
forgot the nanme of it -- on the Deepwater Horizon spill.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN. Presidential
Conmi ssion report?

MR. GEORGE CRAIG Right. That one that
identified conmplacency as the main culprit resulting in
the spill. Then you alluded to gun safety rules, which I
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t hought was actually a good way to approach it. You have
hard and fast rules that you can't break in order to
prevent another one.

But could you comment just a little further on
how -- how fighting the normal human tendency towards
conpl acency will be integrated into |easing plans? |f
that's too nuch, that's fine.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN. |'ve never thought
about it in the context of |easing plans, but I've
certainly thought about it in the context of drilling
operations and well control specifically. And you know,
there are some entities -- activities out there. For
exanpl e, expl osive ordnance di sposal, that business,
that's a business -- | did it for ten years in the Navy --
you never brag about your safety record or your
environmental responsibility record, either. Never. The
first time | heard it bragged about in this context, in
this occupation, | literally felt nyself shaking. And |
don't really scare easily. There's sonething wong here.

Nucl ear power, at |east some nucl ear power
programs, the Navy's, for exanple -- |'m biased towards
the Navy. | know about the Navy. Not necessarily
conpl etely accident free, but no major accidents in the
Navy nucl ear power program

The point is through vigilance, which is the
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opposite of conplacency, you can avoid -- could have
avoi ded the Deepwater Horizon spill if the cause -- and |
believe it was prinmarily conplacency, nunerous acts of
conpl acency. And that can be avoided. So I don't know if
it's possible to say that with unprecedented and
consistent vigilance and all of the technol ogy working the
right way and the right location if you are -- if your
risk is zero even then because Mdther Nature -- and we are
dealing with Mther Nature when they are drilling into
t hese deposits.

But with respect to Deepwater Horizon, it could
have been prevented with vigilance. And vigilance is
al ways higher right after an accident. The airline
industry has proven that and all of these things.

MR GEORGE CRAIG  Exactly.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN. M hope is that ny
agency will evolve into what will becone two agencies, one
in particular who is not going to worry about the
| awsuits, the environnental analysis, the public
processes, but will be focusing on the industry.

MR. GEORGE CRAIG  Like Doreen nentioned

MR. JEFFERY LOVAN. The inspectors that
Doreen wants to neet and talk to, yes, those people, those
peopl e who are going to step aboard a platformif
exploration takes place in 2012. It won't take place in
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2011 because no one is going to explore. But in 2012, for
exanple, | think it's fair to say that our agency -- you
requested it, so you see the face of -- by then they

shoul d be enpl oyees of the Bureau of Safety and

Envi ronnent al Enforcement so people can have sone

confi dence because, remember | said right at the very

begi nning, restore the public's trust in this agency;
that's the overarching goal of the Admnistration. So
yes. Alot of work to do.

MR. ROY AHVACGAK: Roy Ahnmmogak, for the
record. You know, we always -- no matter how nuch we
scream and hol ler at the agencies, history always repeats
itself with these agencies. W opposed eastern Beaufort
Sea lease sale in the past. W screamand holler at the
top of our lungs, but still agency would do the |ease
sale. And you know, history will repeat itself over and
over. No matter how much we scream and hol | er, your
agency will open it all up just -- it's going to happen
regardl ess of how nuch we screamand hol | er at you guys.

You guys can tell us that there will be sound
technology that -- you can't speak for the oil industry.
You have no right to tell me that they are going to do a
good job. There is no way in the world that you are going
to speak for the oil industry. You know, history wll
repeat itself over and over that regardl ess of how nuch we
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scream and holler, the | ease sale will proceed,
regardl ess.
W have got guys here that have been up here for
30 years, and they are still learning new stuff. You guys
have been here three or four times. At |east spend sone
time with the coomunity and | earn. W opposed of fshore
drilling fromthe beginning and we will always oppose it
to the end.
Thank you.
MR. JEFFERY LOMAN. Thank you. GCkay. You
get the last word.
MS. LOS EPSTEIN: Lois Epstein. But also
t hanking the conmmunity of Barrow for hosting this neeting
and for all the people who came and said such useful --
made such useful comments to the federal government.

But | just wanted to add on the -- the cause of
the Deepwater Horizon is something | paid a |ot of
attention to. | just finished a book by a Houston

Chronicle reporter, and it's easy to say it's conpl acency,
but there really is a lot of issues associated with the
conpani es invol ved.

BP had Texas City where many people were killed
inarefinery in 2005. They had the onshore pipeline
problems in 2006 in Alaska. And each tine BP said we are
going to reformour culture, we are going to reform our
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cul ture, and there still was obviously problens in the
Deepwat er Horizon. Halliburton did not do the tests that
they shoul d have done. They msinterpreted the negative
pressure test.

You know, no matter how good the enforcement is
on the part of BOEMRE -- and | can think of many cases it
can get better -- there is going to be sonme quick
decisions that are nade by industry that it's going to be
very hard for the regulators to be engaged in.

So ny only point here is that we can do better,
but there is always going to be sone risks, and those are
the policy calls that have to be made. So the concerns
that have been raised today about, you know, the snall but
very real possibility of a major problemhave to be
consi dered by the deci si onmakers.

Thank you.

MR. JEFFERY LOVAN. Thank you. Al right.
You get the |ast word.
MR WASKA WLLIAMS: Waska W/ liams, for

the record. |'ll speak as a subsistence hunter. You
know, there has been the Borough representatives around
here, but | don't know if they nentioned -- | don't know

i f anybody el se nentioned -- | was here a little bit late.

But IEWC is upon us here shortly. And the
deci sion that | EWC places upon the United States is
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real .

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  You tal ki ng about the
I nternational Waling Comm ssion?

MR WASKA WLLIAMS: Yes. You know, the
quota system for our subsistence is up for grabs. Now,
you know, the planning areas are comng upon us, too, over
here. |s BOEMRE going to place any sanctions for, |
shoul d say, maybe through the oil conpanies nonies up
front already in an event of a major spill?

"1l give you an exanple. |EWC doesn't give us
a quota. Now our subsistence way of life is in jeopardy.
Al ongsi de your upcomng |ease sale, in the event that a
maj or spill happens, our way of life is in jeopardy
al ready right there.

VWhaling. Now, that's not the only subsistence
needs or resources that we gather. There is walruses,
there is the seals, there is the beluga whal es and the
fish.

Now, are you going to have the conpanies place
the anobunt of noney to keep us going just in case there is
no nore whaling for us? O the subsistence inpacts that
once there is a spill, that there are nonies for us to
gather food fromyour area, the beef, pork, chicken, what
have you? Are you going to place that to the burden to
the conpanies up front already?
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2012 come right up here shortly, and | EWC
meetings are comng right up. They are very real. And
it's very scary when | hear of these things as a
subsi stence hunter. These kind of things that we ingest

for ourselves bring so much joy, so nuch. I tell you this
much. | think because of ny Native foods, | show up to
work every day. | have not missed a day. That's what |

think of these things, versus the hanburgers, the chicken
what have you that causes sickness anmongst the Native
peopl e.

And right now there is so nuch cancer going on.
Wiere is it comng fron? Have these studies been studied?
Wiat is causing cancer so nuch amongst our ol d people up
here? So nuch. It"'s happening too nuch. And | have not
heard yet of that study why so much cancer going on

You know, pros and cons again. But the truth
IS, are you going to promse us and make the conpani es put
up front nonies to protect us up here? Thank you.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN. Thank you. | would
like to thank everybody for com ng, spending your holiday
with us to provide very substantive and hel pful conments
to assist us in preparing this environmental inpact
statement. Just to let you know, we will try to make it
tonorrow to Nuiqgsut, then continue on to Kaktovik,
conpl ete the Al aska scoping nmeetings at the end of the
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week in Anchorage. W are going to try to hold government
to government consultation meetings with the Native
Village of Point Hope and the Native Village of Point --
or the ICAS before the deadline for preparing a scoping
report, if we can. W may have to hold tel econference
calls with those organizations.

So please join me in crossing your fingers for
good weather to the east of us for tomrrow so that we can
get into those conmunities.

Thank you again, and have a very nice evening.

(Proceedings adjourned at 9:37 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRIK, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
me at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcribed under my direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have
| any interest in the outcone of the action herein
cont ai ned.

IN WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscribed
my hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of

2011.

MARY A. VAVRI K
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska

My Conmi ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2012
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1 APPEARANGCES 1 JmKendall. Up until January 1st | was the chief of the
2 JDSEL?%ZRESF%RN Di rect or ] 2 environmental division for BOEMRE in headquarters, but
3 BuLﬂ'ea'u of péééa”nenghe?;y ‘@%agz‘nsﬁt' ,orRegm ation | 3 sincethen|'mthe Acting Regional Director for the Alaska
4 and Enfor cenent 4 OCS Region.
> Al gl onat” B rector | 5 MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: And our court reporter
6 sl S X pgge‘am‘?g;e?;y t,\?ﬁa'ggtngrﬁt' 'regulation | 6 tonightisMary Vavrik. | wanted to introduce ourselves
7 and Enf or cement 7 so that during the break, if we go along time tonight or
8 8 at the end of the meeting, you will be able to know who to
9 9 ask questionsto. Some people like to ask questions
10 Taken by: Mary A Vavrik, RVR 10 one-on-one after the meeting.
11 11 And that's what we are al here for. We are
12 BE IT KNOW that the aforementioned proceedings were taken |12 hereto |learn and answer your questions, especially about
13 at the time and place duly noted on the title page, before |13 theagency's effort to fulfill its requirements under the
14 wmary A Vavrik, Registered Merit Reporter and Notary |14 Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, which requires usto
15 Public within and for the State of Al aska. 15 develop afive-year program for offshore oil and gas
16 16 leasing. And thisprogramisfor the years 2012 through
17 17 2017. And quite simply, because thisis considered a
18 18 major federal action pursuant to the National
19 19 Environmental Policy Act, we are going to prepare an
20 20 environmental impact statement, a programmeatic
21 21 environmental impact statement for that five-year program.
22 22 It's anational program, but we are probably
23 23 going to focus primarily on what you're concerned about,
24 24 and that's the Arctic.
25 25 In the Alaska OCS, the decision was made to put
Page 3 Page 5
1 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 1 onthe planning table for potential offshore oil and gas
2 MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Good evening. Thank 2 lease sdesthree areas: The Cook Inlet, which has been a
3 you very much for coming. My nameis Jeffery Loman. I'm 3 gpecid interest only areain the last five-year plan. We
4 the Deputy Regional Director of the Bureau of Ocean Energy 4 expect that that will remain the same unless we hear
5 Management, Regulation and Enforcement in Anchorage. And 5 something that would be very surprising to us because
6 I'm going to start by introducing some of our team members 6 there hasn't been any interest expressed by industry or
7 that are here tonight, starting with flying Tim. 7 anyone else, for that matter, for oil and gasleasingin
8 MR. TIM HOLDER: My name's Tim Holder. | 8 the Cook Inlet, other than the State of Alaska, and just a
9 am with BOEMRE based in Washington, D.C., and my titleis 9 general desireto keep it on thetable. And so we go out
10 Arcticliaison, and | keep track of environmental issues. 10 annually and we attempt to find out whether or not there
11 MR. MIKE ROUTHIER: My nameis Mike 11 isany interest in holding offshore oil and gasleasesin
12 Routhier. | work on environmental analysisin the 12 the Cook Inlet. So that's that.
13 Anchorage office. 13 And more importantly tonight, seeing aswe are
14 MR. STEVE TEXTORIS: I'm Steve Textoris. 14 in Barrow, are the two areasin the Arctic that are on the
15 I'min the same bureau, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, 15 planning table: A planning areain the Beaufort Seaand a
16 Regulation and Enforcement in Washington, D.C., and I'm 16 planning areain the Chukchi Sea. Asl| think just about
17 theD.C. Acting Leasing Specialist, chief. 17 everybody knows, there has been oil and gas leasing more
18 MR. BOB SEBASTIAN: Hi. I'm Bab 18 extensively in the Beaufort Sea. There are current active
19 Sebastian. I'm visiting from the Gulf Region officein 19 leasesin the Beaufort, not as many as there were at the
20 New Orleans, and I'm currently working in Anchorage for a 20 beginning of thislast five-year planning period. There
21 couple of weeks as Acting Regional Supervisor for leasing 21 have been quite alarge number of relinquishmentsin the
22 and environment. Thank you. 22 Beaufort Sea. Companies have relinquished their leases.
23 MR. MIKE HALLER: Good evening. I'm Mike 23 And there are 460 leases in the Chukchi Sea, all
24 Haller. I'm the community liaison for the Alaska Region. 24 gained from one oil and gas |ease sale that took placein
25 DR. JIM KENDALL: Good evening. My name's 25 February of 2008, Chukchi's lease sale 193. There have
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1 been 30 exploration wells drilled in the Beaufort Sea. 1 At the same time, people have said that they
2 There have been five exploration wells drilled in the 2 support responsible offshore oil and gas activities,
3 Chukchi Sea. There have been no exploration wells drilled 3 development, the extraction of those resources, but only
4 at all inthe AlaskaOCSin the last eight years, going on 4 if it can be done safely and environmentally responsibly.
5 nineyears. With Shell's announcement that they will not 5 Those are the primary things we have heard. And
6 move ahead with exploration in this next open water 6 if there aren't any questions about the National
7 season, we will have gone at that point in time nine years 7 Environmental Policy Act, what it means, the Outer
8 with zero exploration Alaska's OCS, unprecedented time 8 Continental Shelf Lands Act, | think most of the folks
9 period of no exploration in the OCSin Alaska since the 9 here understand what those provisions call for. That's
10 very beginning of exploration drilling in Alaska. 10 why we are here. But if you have any questions, please
11 I'm just going to say one just brief thing about 11 feel freeto ask. We would be happy to answer those
12 the planning areasin the Arctic. They are aclean date. 12 questions. Any other questions about the five-year
13 Unlike the past where the past Administrations have 13 planning process, we will be happy to take those
14 proposed to hold specific numbers of oil and gas lease 14 questions. Pleasefeel freeto ask them now. But
15 sdesinthe Chukchi, for example, in the Beaufort, for 15 otherwise we will go ahead and take people's comments if
16 example, we have no preconceived amount, if any, oil and 16 people would like to comment on the five-year proposal.
17 gaslease salesin either of those planning areas. So 17 Y es, Robert.
18 it'sablank date. It basically starts really with the 18 MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: My nameis Rabert
19 no action decision not to hold any oil and gas lease 19 Suydam. Just aclarification. Do you have a map showing
20 sales, which isrequired to be analyzed under the 20 where the active leases are in the two -- in the two
21 provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act, NEPA. 21 Arctic planning areas?
22 So what we are really here tonight for isto get 22 MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Do we haveit with us?
23 your comments about the potential for oil and gas leasing 23 MR. MIKE HALLER: Let me-- I'm not sure
24 intheyears 2012 through 2017 in the Chukchi and the 24 that | haveit with me.
25 Beaufort Sea. Thisisgoing to be our third public 25 MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: We have been using
Page 7 Page 9
1 hearing. We plan on continuing on and holding a public 1 them as handouts.
2 hearing in Nuigsut and Kaktovik and Anchorage. We were 2 MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: It seemslike that
3 weathered out of Point Lay and Point Hope last week, 3 would be helpful for kind of considering what leases may
4 unfortunately. 4 need to go forward here in the next five-year plan.
5 Some of the things that we have heard in 5 MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Well, you mean which
6 Kotzebue and Wainwright, for example, is people are very 6 leaseswill still be active?
7 concerned about the lack of infrastructure, specifically 7 MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: How many active leases
8 infrastructure to support oil spill response, lack of 8 there are now and whether there is need for additional
9 Coast Guard presence, and specifically a port and a Coast 9 leasing or whatnot.
10 Guard base within close proximity or in the Arctic. 10 MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Right. If you could,
11 People are very concerned about that. People are very 11 sharethat and passit around so people can get an idea.
12 concerned about amajor oil spill in the Arctic and the 12 Those maps are available on-linein addition to the
13 ability of industry to effectively clean it up. Freshin 13 handout if you want to look at them later. | would just
14 everyone's mind isthe Deepwater -- understandably, the 14 say, because | was going to mention this, the Chukchi Sea
15 Deepwater Horizon spill in the Gulf of Mexico. 15 sale 193 proposal had several aternatives. The existing
16 And so we have heard extensive amounts of 16 planning area, the one that they held the lease sale in,
17 concern with respect to industry's ability to respond 17 has a 25-mile exclusion zone between the coast and the
18 effectively to amajor oil spill in the kinds of 18 planning area.
19 conditionsthat | know you are all aware of that exist in 19 There was another aternative that was
20 theArctic. Ingeneral, people think that it's very 20 considered but not adopted, and that called for awider
21 important for the Coast Guard to establish presence for 21 exclusion zone, 50 miles. And that was recommended by the
22 infrastructure to be in place before those kinds of risks, 22 resource agencies, Fish & Wildlife Service and the
23 the activities that would risk amajor oil spill would 23 Nationa Marine Fisheries Service. Secretary of the
24 occur. People havetold usthat in al of the 24 Interior at the time did not adopt that proposal, but
25 communities. 25 dfter the lease sale was said and done, what we saw were
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leases -- except for three. They happen to be Conoco
Phillip leases -- but there were three | eases that
protruded into that larger exclusion zone.

So what does that mean? It means we came very
close to ending up with the alternative that was
recommended by Fish & Wildlife Serviceand NMFS. Wedid
get arecommendation to -- from one of the folks in one of
the scoping meetings on this round to adopt that wider
exclusion zone for any future oil and gasleasing and --
in the Chukchi Sea.

So what is proposed does not always end up being
reality. There were many more oil and gas lease sales
proposed in thislast five-year plan that did not occur.

If you remember, probably for those of you that have
attended some of these meetings a couple years ago on the
Arctic multi-sale, sale 209, sale 211, sdle 214 -- not

14 -- 211, 217, 221, two in the Beaufort, two in the
Chukchi, those sales were canceled. So -- and then in the
North Aleutian Basin, sale 214, that was completely
canceled and this Administration has decided not to
include the North Aleutian Basin, or Bristol Bay, for any
offshore oil and gas |leasing activities whatsoever.

So the agency did afive-year plan, had many
more oil and gas | ease sales adopted, but did not in the
end end up holding all of those cil and gas lease sdles.
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blowout isjust going to cover thewhole ocean. Thereis
no doubt about that. Y ou had Deepwater Horizon down
there. It was massively deep, you know. That's-- |
wanted to ask that question, what -- what is your agency
going to do or has done on the technology that ail
industry has saying that it's -- they cannot have an oil
spill? And look what happened. Thank you.
MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: We have done some

things right off the bat, including change our name. And
| don't mean that just to be funny. The Administration
wants to create an agency that can restore the public's
trust. That'sthe overarching goal. But at the end of
this year, the proposal isto create two separate
agencies: The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management and the
Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement. The
Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement will focus
exclusively on regulating the industry on well control.

And when you think about it, | think we all
would agree that an il spill in general is unacceptable
inthe Arctic. It's unacceptable anywhere, but it's
really unacceptable in the Arctic. A major oil spill like
the Deepwater Horizon is unfathomable in the Arctic. And
so the way that you are not going to have one -- it's
like -- it'slike guns. Y ou will never shoot yourself if
you never point your gun at yourself. Well, if we focus
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Any other questions about NEPA, OCSLA, National
Environmental Policy Act, Outer Continental Shelf Lands
Act, or about our five-year planning process?

I'm sorry. Shewill need your name. If you
have anything in writing, like if your comments arein
writing, then you can leave them. Mary wants them.

MR. ROY AHMAOGAK: Thank you. My nameis
Roy Ahmaogak. My last nameis A-H-M-A-O-G-A-K. I'ma
resident of Barrow. |'m also acitizen of the United
States and, of course, Alaska.

On your five-year plan that you are going to be
having, with the stuff that occurred in the Gulf of Alaska
[sic], you know, wasn't there stringent measures that they
had to follow, like blowout preventers? I'm pretty sure
that they did their homework on the blowout preventers.

Y ou know, up here in the Arctic Ocean, it's shallow and
what happened down there was deep. The shallower the
water, the more the oil is going to spread even if there

was an oil spill. | mean, wasn't the industry supposed to
take stringent measures and, you know, do their homework?
I'm pretty sure that, you know, blowout preventers work,
but we don't hear about them working.

Where does -- where does your agency stand on
the industry's technology? | just -- I'm just curious,
you know, because it's so shallow up here, having a major
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on well control and we do everything to force industry to
improve, enhance their well control capability, that's the
prevention of an oil spill that we are -- that we are
seeking. And so that's our goal.

And this new agency with its exclusiveness, its
very narrow responsibility, the hopeisthat it will be
much more capable of doing it. The equipment, al studies
and evaluations, including the Presidential Commission's
report are coming out. There was nothing wrong with the
equipment. It was complacency. The primary cause of the
spill was complacency.

MR. TODD SFORMO: Todd Sformo. My
question, sort of going along with Mr. Ahmaogak's
question, was in this upcoming -- in this updated 2012
plan, will you still be using the same definition of a
large -- however you define alarge oil spill, will you
still be using that previous definition of what it takes
to be alarge oil spill, or will you be using something
that's more maybe realistic, like the Gulf of Mexico
spill?

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: We expect it to be
larger, but not just because there was alarge spill in
the Gulf of Mexico. It would be larger because we know
more about these planning areas: The geology, some
historical information from drilling that took place, for
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example, in the Klondike well, other things are taken into
account. And we expect worst-case discharge scenarios to
be, in some areas that we expect exploration, to be pretty
large.

MR. TODD SFORMO: Can you give a specific?

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: No, because I'll get
it wrong. But larger than, | think, we have seen before.
That's what the resource geologiststell me. | saw a
hand.

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: Robert Suydam again.
Just afollow-up to Todd's question. In previous NEPA
documents, MM S didn't evaluate -- didn't include the
evaluation of alarge ail spill in their assessments
because they stated the chances -- the probabilities of an
alarge oil spill happening were so slim. Isthat the
approach that BOEMRE is going to take now or are they
using a different approach?

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: I think it's safe to
say in one of the environmental reviews between the
five-year plan and the actual exploration, there will be
an analysis of alarge oil spill that will include a
number that will be very credible, at least one full-blown
analysis, which will include projections on potential
damage, the ability to respond, clean up, and the amount
that would be cleaned up, and those kind of things that go
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MR. BEN GREENE: Doesit make senseto
move forward with the discussion of tonight's
conversation, the programmatic EIS, without that document
being finished?

DR. JIM KENDALL: That is decided way
above us, but this current five-year plan endsin 2012,
and the Secretary cannot consider any leasing unless there
is another five-year planin place. So we still havetime
to get the NEPA guidebook completed. We are moving toward
that the same way we are instructed to continue with the
development of the next five-year plan.

MR. BEN GREENE: Thank you.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Did you have another
part?

MR. BEN GREENE: Wéll, | was going to ask
whether in the programmatic EIS that had just begun,
whether the CEQ also had an investigation of the Deepwater
Horizon specifically looking at MMS' implementation of
NEPA as applied to the Macondo well. And that
investigative report had some pretty strongly-worded
recommendations in terms of what the federal agency needs
to consider in its NEPA documentation.

And one of the things that the North Slope
Borough is very concerned about are significant
thresholds. That is, what are the thresholds that

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

NNNNNNRERRRRR R B B
O RWNRPROOO®NO®UMWNLEO

Page 15

along with that kind of analysis, yes.

MR. BEN GREENE: Ben Greene, for the
record. | want to nitpick on one of the words that you
just used in your answer there, and that word is
"analysis." Solooking at the March 2010 GAO report, a
report that you're certainly familiar with, looking at
then MM S' implementation of NEPA, at the time MMS stated
that it would respond to this and actually have turned
into the federal government afull report or a guidebook
of its NEPA implementation completed by, | think, December
31, 2010.

We haven't seen anything coming out there, and |
was just looking for an update for whether that document
is forthcoming or not.

And aslong as | have the microphone, I'll trail
on Robert's question allittle bit and --

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Hangon. Let'sget
somebody from Washington, D.C. to answer that question.
Who volunteers from Washington, D.C.? No one.

DR.JIM KENDALL: It'smoving forward. A
lot of the document has been completed. There are many
chapters that are being written right now, but it is quite
an undertaking, and we are pushing forward as fast aswe
can. Wewant to make sure that what is released to the
public is sound and correct.
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determine whether a particular federal agency will pursue

an EISversusan EA. Now, | understand we are talking
about a programmatic EIS here. So the question of EA isa
little bit in the background, although certainly tiering

from this EIS will become alarge part of the next steps

to work toward lease sales. So | wanted to ask whether
BOEMRE will be considering that CEQ investigation and the
report in this current EIS.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Yesh. The-- yes, the
answer isyes. The answer to CEQ guidance, our NEPA folks
met with CEQ. | don't know if CEQ initiated that
effort --

DR.JIM KENDALL: Yes.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Of course. And CEQ is
taking an interest in all of our NEPA work. | cantell
you that we had a conference call with them at their
request to go over in detail like I've never seenit.

I've worked for three federal agencies. | did NEPA work
for al three. I've never seen that kind of scrutiny from
CEQ in any other context. And | worked on controversia
and complex projects, did EAs and ElSes for hazardous
waste facilities and hog farms and relicensing hydropower
projects and al kinds of different things that -- where
there was litigation and et cetera, but have never seen
thiskind of scrutiny. | won't say scrutiny. Oversight.
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CEQ is paying very close attention to our NEPA
compliance. And with respect to guidance, what | think
you will end up seeing in the NEPA implementation
procedures, except for afew idiosyncrasies that are
unigue to our agency, the guidance has already been
written. Asyou know, almost every federal agency has
NEPA implementation procedures, handbooks. And thereisa
wealth of guidance.

And with respect to the five-year plan, | know
we are going to do this better than any other five-year
plan because the North Slope Borough is going to be a
cooperating agency.

MS. DOREEN LAMPE: Good evening. My name
isDoreen Lampe. 1'd like to ask this question that |
asked your staff this afternoon. And this has been
getting worse and worse every year. Every timethe oil
companies come up here and they create a new pipeline,
they create anew pad for development, they create areas
where the Native hunters are prohibited from carrying
firearms, and we are continuously losing more and more
ground to oil and gas development and infrastructure.

And AEWC has been the sole entity to try and
come up with a mechanism where we can tell the oil
companies time out. We need atime-out to catch our
subsistence resources, our natura resources that we have
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with some kind of a grandiose plan, that zero tolerance
crap. That does not work.

You try and tell these oil companies to come up
here December, January, February. Tell them to come up
here. Stay out therein their lease sale for one week.

See how they are going to survive in that weather out with
that ice coming in, jamming our coast up, south wind
bringing all that jam in there, ivu.

| want to know when you guys are going to take
the ball and run and carry that CAA agreement on your
shoulders. Why do you put the burden on the Inupiat
people? That isyour burden. That isthe impact you
created. That impact is hurting our communities. And are
they in the impact statements, your proposed ones? No,
nothing.

And that lone survivor of that Deepwater
Horizon, who did he have to go to for you guysto finally
listen? Of all the problemsthat he figured out what was
going wrong and he barely jumped out and lived to tell the
tale. What amiracle. God blessed miracle, that man.

Not for the oil companies. That man, | don't know if you
oil company people have banned him from even ever working
again, but you guys need to take the ball. Y ou guys need
to implement the CAA. Y ou guys are the one permitting
this and allowing it, and we are feeling the impacts. And
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depended on for al our existence. MMS did not do their
job. | was appalled at the news stories about MMS, the
bribes that they got from the oil companies.

ICAS had to sue MM S because there was just too
much goody, goody two-shoe connections between MM S and the
oil companies. We had to sue to get our voices heard.
AEWC has been working hard to create a mechanism to tell
these oil companies that you allow to drill for oil and
gas on these lease sales that you permit and allow to
happen. You alow it to happen. That isabig impact
aready. Isitinthe EIS? No, | don't think so. Isit
in any draft EIS? No.

You just thank AEWC for doing your job. Thatis
abigimpact on al our coastal villages. And I'm
appalled that you guys are already coming back up here so
soon. The sole survivor of the Gulf of Mexico Deepwater
Horizon said hetried to warn the oil companies. Hetried
to warn them, the government. Who was there to listen at
the government? They are getting big fancy bribes from
them. They turn the other cheek. Who isthereto listen
to thelittle guy? Who?

Where is those field inspectors that you
promised all these people? You are going to have a great
new system. We don't even -- haven't even met your field
inspectors yet, and you are already coming back up here
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some of these oil companies don't even want to sign on
anymore.

And | want to know who are your field
inspectors. Who are your enforcers? | want to meet them
before you continue any of these meetings. And this one
bad weather canceled how many of your village trips?
Every single one on the west side of Barrow. Onelittle
storm. And you guys want to go up here and sell more
lease sales.

The National Coast Guard Commander Thad Allen,
he came up here before that incident happened. He met
with our tribes. He had a government to government
consultation with our tribes. He was |ooking for a safe
harbor in case of storms. He was checking out the North
Slope Borough inventory of the search and rescue aircrafts
and hangar and helicopters. And they were impressed with
what little they saw. Very little.

And the incidents that should happen up here,
nobody from Texas, Louisiana, they are not going to be
able to bring up their ships and put out no blowout well.
It's going to be only the U.S. Coast Guard. How many
commercial vessels you guys have proposed in the beginning
was only one. And after how many numerous criesin
meetings you guys are barely struggling to get two up
here. That's not how Shell Qil should be doing business
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in thefirst place, and you guys had permitted it and
alowed it.

| want to know when you guys are going to take
the ball and carry on the efforts for CAAs before you do
any more lease sales. That should not be the job of AEWC.
No. That'syour job, MMS, BOEMRE, whatever. We are
impacted. We are not on the impact statements.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Did you want me to
answer those questions? Which one?

MS. DOREEN LAMPE: CAA.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: CAA isan interesting
dilemma. 2007, the agency did an environmental assessment
for exploratory drilling proposed by Shell. We were
challenged in the Ninth Circuit Court, and the court ruled
against the agency, found that it had not complied with --
fully with the provisions of the National Environmental
Policy Act, and said this: They said that the agency
couldn't rely on the provisionsin the CAA, Conflict
Avoidance Agreement. It's an agreement to avoid conflicts
between oil and gas activities and subsistence activities.
And the court said that the agencies, neither then MMS or
the National Marine Fisheries Service, could rely on it
because it wasn't a party to the agreement, and there was
nothing that it could do if the agreement wasn't reached
or breached.
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unreasonably interfere with subsistence activity of any
kind. And we think it's significant, and significant with
respect for the purposes of NEPA that if any community
is-- their whaling activities are disrupted for even one
season, that's significant.

So Ben asked a question earlier -- maybe it was
Robert -- somebody, or both. Everybody is pointing -- you
areraising your hand, somebody is pointing at you. Okay.
Where isthe -- what does the agency consider significant,
significant harm to the human environment. One disruption
of whaling for one season by anyone, even only one
community, that's significant. That'sthe bar. We won't
approve anything that will disrupt whaling to any one
community for any one whaling season.

MS. EMMA POKON: Can you clarify what you
mean by disrupt? Isthat one day or the entire season of
the hunt? What? 1I'm Emma Pokon. I'm with the Borough.
| just was wondering if you could expand on what you meant
by disrupt.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Disrupt asin taking
away the ability to whale during that season one day. We
hope that it doesn't happen for one day. We certainly
wouldn't knowingly allow industry to disrupt for one day
but, you know, come back and say they disrupted whaling
for one day, they crossed the bar, | think that's -- you
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Then the court withdrew that decision. And
Shell withdrew their exploration plan, and the court never
issued anew decision. But they issued that decision.

So what does that mean? It kind of means, well,
in my opinion -- and it's just my opinion. It weakened
the ability of the CAA to be effective. But the CAA, the
Court till found that it was an agreement between the
industry that signsit, particular companies, and the
AEWC. And so the Court didn't go into whether or not that
was binding with respect to giving the AEWC the ability to
hold the companies legally responsible for any breach of
that agreement. Didn't go into that. Just said, then,
MMS, our agency, and the National Marine Fisheries Service
couldn't rely on it for mitigation.

It isthe law under the Marine Mammal Protection
Act that the agencies, my agency, NMFS, that enforces the
Marine Mammal Protection Act or any agency can't approve
anything or allow anything to occur that would prohibit
the stock -- in the case of whales, for example, the stock
from being available for subsistence. That's aprovision
in the Marine Mammal Protection Act to specifically
protect subsistence activities. And we intend to comply
with that provision and every other provision of the
Marine Mammal Protection Act.

And we intend to make sure that industry doesn't
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are getting -- you are getting close to where the
reasonable line lies there.

1985, Shell admitsthey disrupted whaling. We
wouldn't allow that to occur again, those activities. And
the whaling captains and the people that were here, the
whaling crews, they all know what happened then, and those
kinds of activities by oil and gas would not be authorized
by our agency again.

MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK: Our
communities have worked on these processes for along
time. Thereisalot of concern that has been expressed
through generations. There also been generations of
impacts that have occurred and multiplied throughout this
process. We have expressed concerns about health that
have affected us. Air quality changes and continued
emissions related to the burned gas. We have expressed
concerns about changes to the water affecting fish
migration passages. We have complained about concernsto
changes to the land affecting migratory patterns of
animals that we depend on; yet many of our concerns have
not been taken to the heart of the understanding about
these issues.

Y our discussion in response only heightens my
concern that it's not appropriate with your understanding
as to what our impacts are. When we have one day of
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1 weather appropriate for whaling and it's preventing a 1 the studiesthat look at some of these impacts, all of
2 successful harvest, that is very devastating to some of 2 these things affect how we deal with this process. We get
3 our village communities that rely on these resources for 3 alot of anger and frustration. We get alot of
4 the nourishment of our families for the winter season to 4 repercussionsin our daily lives as we are walking into
5 come. When you have multiple species impacted and 5 our stores and into our churches because we have people
6 affecting multiple families in these processes, that's 6 that have had impacts to this process.
7 aso very devastating to our communities when we are 7 | went to seven villages on the North Slope last
8 trying to give our families avariety of nutritions from 8 year, and | had concerns at every community of health of
9 thevarieties of food that are necessary for our bodies to 9 our foods, of our resources affecting the health of our
10 consumein the ways that we consume them with the health 10 people. We share these stories over and over in various
11 needsthat we have. 11 ways, but where doesit go? And the layers of the
12 We have had changes that have affected the 12 processesto effect changes that prevent some of these
13 health of some of our foods aready. Early discussions 13 impacts.
14 related to historic developments and contaminants 14 Y ou talked about some of the ways things have
15 affecting fish and the way that this information was 15 been done and, yes, it'saflaring of an understanding,
16 presented to our communities was also very bad in the 16 butit'snot afull understanding that you have. Unless
17 process. Taking awhole year to get it to the right 17 we are continually there educating you in the process,
18 community that was closest to the impact was not 18 then your understanding gets changed and your process of
19 appropriate, as well as the design of the study not 19 continuing with othersin these decisionmaking processes,
20 looking at the way that our families consume these fish 20 you only give me greater concern. Thereisalot of
21 and the way that it affects our sharing of these 21 concern that's already there. The breakdown of these
22 resources, having the good new first tastes from the 22 processesin trying to alow usto effectively be involved
23 grandparents to the grandchildren, developing the sharing 23 inthe processis not working very well. It'sonly
24 of these resources to learn the varieties of the body 24 causing usalot of pain.
25 partsthat we consume in our processes. All of these 25 We have needs to continue our traditional and
Page 27 Page 29
1 thingsare very important. 1 cultura activitiesin spite of the changes that are being
2 Teaching our families these stories of how to 2 proposed with your effortsto come herein these
3 prepare these things, but yet the value within the process 3 processes, yet therisks are with us. We cannot allow the
4 that is put before us does not take all of these factors 4 way that it has been broken down to continue. Industry's
5 into consideration in this process. And many of these 5 control of the research process, industry's
6 thingslead to other reactions and socia reactions and 6 self-monitoring cannot continue. We need to have a better
7 negativity and other downtrodden efforts that cause alot 7 processin these factors because it's not a good enough
8 of conflict. 8 process.
9 But when we were working constantly and trying 9 Thefailures that are being demonstrated, the
10 to communicate all these efforts and they are never 10 rura designation of some of the processes of the
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enforced upon -- many of the documents that you have put
forward have changed all of our layers of understanding
what's supposed to be done in one area versus another area
with who is supposed to be receiving these concernsin the
right level in order to create areaction that prevents
loss of harvesting and the sharing of these things. When
we are having to constantly work in an effort to get the
communication to the process and making sure that all of
the stories that go with it affect the decisionmaking,
it'simpossible because it's been broken down into so many
fragmentations, as well as your processes of dealing with
these devel opments.

Y ou put some of these development plans with
minimal scenarios, and yet al of the piecemealsthat are
supposed to be looking at the process do not get put into
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pipelines and how it's being monitored, the failures of
this process to effectively monitor Alpine. We aready
had leaks there. It's one of your newer small footprints
in the sand, and yet the hours to monitor and effectively
deal with this process we still have leakages occurring.
Y ear after year we till have multiple sites that are
leaking, and yet our monitoring system is only getting to
one to ten percent of the leakages.

Those kind of failures of these type of
regulatory efforts are really concerning. But the bigger
thing is we worked really hard to get a health impact
assessment. The failure to get thisinto agood process
so that it assesses on the ocean -- it needs to be done.
It started in various layersin the past. It's never been
completed. It needs to be done as part of this process.
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It cannot be a weekend assessment that we got with NPRA.
It needs to be a better health impact assessment. There
is better mechanisms on the Internet on the international
level than what we have in our assessment.

Also, the tools to get all of the responses to
be true abilities to respond instead of stories and plans
on paper need to be done. | watched what happened with
the Gulf. | went down and toured the spill. It only gave
the stories of our Elders that said these plans will fail
reassurance that we know what we are talking about. They
were failuresin many ways. We know that efforts putting
boom out there is not going to work the same up here.
Inches of iceis going to disrupt that.

The environment that we have is changing so
rapidly. Your ability to look at research that's been
done over generations versus what's really occurring right
now in our environment is very different. They haveto be
continued, updated, monitored and
And we don't have the mechanismsin place to allow usto
effectively monitor it or assess it.

Thank you.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you, Rosemary.
MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: First I'd like to say

thanks to Doreen and Rosemary and Roy for their heartfelt
comments here. And the concern that they expressed isone

d and reassessed.
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the communities about the next five-year plan and what to
do for leasing. You have heard tonight, and I'm sure you
have heard in other communities and you certainly will in
the future concerns about oil spills. And of course,
that's all because of what happened in the Gulf of Mexico.
So in my opinion, that before any additional drilling
occurs up here, there really has to be a demonstration
that the oil companies are capable of preventing an oil
spill, or in the event that bad things happen, that they
are capable of cleaning up that oil spill, including a
major one.

Obviously oil companies don't bear all the
burden when an ail spill, when atragedy happens like
happened in the Gulf of Mexico. The Coast Guard was
intimately involved. I'm sure BOEMRE and National Marine
Fisheries Service and other agencieswereinvolved. And
Jeff, as you mentioned earlier, you know, thereis
concerns about infrastructure. There aren't the airports;
there aren't harbors to help bring the equipment that
would be needed to clean up an oil spill. And all of that
needs to be remedied before additional work occursin the
offshore and the Arctic Alaska.

In my opinion, there shouldn't be any leasing in
the Chukchi or the Beaufort Seain the next five years,
that thereis quite afew active leases. There have been
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that we of wildlife management for the Borough hear on a
regular basis. So even though BOEM RE may not be feeling
very welcome at the moment, we haven't done a good job of
saying welcome to Barrow. And thank you, you know, Jim,
especialy you, for coming up as an Acting Director for
Alaska. We certainly appreciate your ear herein town as
well asin the other villages across the North Slope.

Thank you for you coming in. Bob, thanks for you coming
up from the Gulf. And | didn't catch your name, but you
arefrom D.C. Thank you for coming, aswell. Appreciate
it.

So even though | said thank you, | want to add a
couple of minor criticisms for requests for the future.
Oneisl've never been to a scoping meeting on a federal
holiday, and it seems very peculiar that BOEM RE would be
having a scoping meeting today, President's Day. So
avoiding those in the future would be worthwhile.

| also am alittle disappointed that there
aren't big maps on the wall showing where the planning
areas are and showing where the active leases are. You
know, the map, while alittle bit helpful that's drawn up
here, it doesn't do areal good job of depicting where the
planning areas are and so future meetings having a good
map would be helpful.

So | know that you are looking for advice from
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problems with NEPA documents. There have been problems
with EPA documents or assessments, and it seems like the
government and the companies really need to sort out
those, get those -- get those environmental assessments
right, get those regulations right before doing any more
leases, before allowing for drilling to go forward.

So | guess that's kind of my overall general
comment. Maybe I'll kind of give some other folks a
chance to talk and then provide some more detailed
comments herein alittle bit, as well.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: If you have written
comments, we can get them into the record.

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: Thanks. I'll haveto
send those to Mary or Jim or somebody.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: You don't have to read
them. You can put them in the record.

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: Yeah.

MR. TODD SFORMO: Todd Sformo. Following
up on Robert's comments, you mentioned at the beginning
there were 30 exploratory wells drilled in the Beaufort
side and five in the Chukchi side. And yet | don't know
of any single agency that's able to track all of the
shipping that is occurring there. I've talked to the
Coast Guard and other agencies and companies, and yet all
of the shipping out there is not accounted for. So if
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there is a problem out there, how are -- how will your
agency, you know, try to remedy this problem? | mean it
seems like it's something that has to be accounted for in
your plan.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: What kind of a problem
are you talking about?

MR. TODD SFORMO: Wéll, | can't tell -- if
| -- I can't go to one single place to find out what kind
of shipping is going on, what ships are going through from
the Chukchi to the Beaufort side.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Tim, what isthe-- A,
startswith an A?

MR. TIM HOLDER: Thereisan Arctic
Marine -- well, I'll just try to speak loud enough. There
is adocument called the Arctic Marine Shipping
assessment. It was adopted by the Arctic Council, which
is made up of eight Arctic nations. They labored very
hard to get a count of the shipping and where they are
going to and from, but your point iswell taken in that
there is no one central agency that's keeping track of
where -- where ships are going to and from. Obviously,
the general trend isrising exponentially in the last 15
years and destined to keep going in that direction. And
as time goes forward, because of the melting polar ice
cap, isjust making all that increase over time into the
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great deal of force asignificant distance. And so, good,
I'm glad to hear that you got to see that. | just wanted
to bring that to your attention.

MR. TIM HOLDER: I'd like to comment on
that. We were here last week and we flew down from Barrow
to Wainwright, and we saw what we thought was a pretty big
lead. It was, let's say, aquarter of amilewide. Wow,
look at that. We were all commenting on it. When we came
back the next day, the open water was just about to the
horizon, and then Friday was the -- the wind was blowing
30 miles an hour from the west and southwest, and then it
became an ivu. So yeah, we were -- it was amazing to see
it. Kind of thelead up from the air really was
impressive.

MS. J. ST. VINCENT: I'mJ. St. Vincent.
| have a question that was generated by listening to Roy
and Doreen and Rosemary that | hadn't thought about before
about subsistence impacts. Has anyonein your agency or
have you sent individuals or ateam to the Slope to stay
with a subsistence activity during one season, like
somebody from your agency to be with the Inupiat people to
see what goes on during, say, one caribou harvest or one
whaling season so the agency would understand more closely
what Rosemary would be talking about about what one day
could mean during whaling season? Has that happened?
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future.

However, the thing in the Gulf of Mexico isthey
have way more shipping down there than thereis up here.
I'm not sure -- that's one issue that | really didn't hear
athing about during the Gulf spill was, you know, do
ships keep an eye out for the spill and try to go around
it or whatever. | know there was a spill on the
Mississippi River, | think it was downriver from New
Orleans, and caused a big clog in shipping for afew
weeks, and that really messed things up for awhile. But
out there in the open water, | don't know. And up here
thereisno -- your point iswell taken. Thereisno
single agency that's responsible.

MR. BEN GREENE: Thank you. Ben Greene.
And thiswill just be avery quick note. Intheinterest
of making your Barrow visit as productive as possible, |
want to bring your attention -- and maybe you are already
aware -- but a very fascinating and relatively rare event
occurred along the coast right outside of Barrow just over
the last weekend.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: We noticed because we
were here last week.

MR. BEN GREENE: Make sure to take avery
careful look at theivu. There are blocks of ice the size
of moderate-sized houses that were obviously pushed with a
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MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Do you think that the
Deputy Regiona Director should do that?

MS. J. ST. VINCENT: I'd liketo see the
Deputy Regional Director do it. I'll take pictures.

MS. DOREEN LAMPE: Much of NEPA doesn't
apply to the Native hunter's ability to harvest. NEPA
doesn't apply for AEWC to enforce a CAA, but there are
other federal regulations, rules and regulations that
apply that need to be enforced like ANILCA and MMPA. Who
will be the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation
and Enforcement person who will be assigned to be our
advocate for our right to exist and not be left with a
dump of industrial waste? If it can't be enforced through
AEWC and the State level, it surely can be enforced at the
federal level. And | want to know who you are going to
assign to work with us on this.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: You mean by name?

MS. DOREEN LAMPE: Whatever. | mean, you
have got some kind of abig, new game plan. We haven't
heard much about it. All you want to do is hear from us,
and we haven't even heard your game plan.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Okay. Well, we would
be glad to explain the parameters, the details of our
reorganization to the communities, to ICAS, to the other
tribesif people are interested in doing that. Our
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community liaison is, directly from the job description,
an advocate of communities and especially federally
recognized tribes through government to government
consultation and through other --

MS. DOREEN LAMPE: But they have got no
muscles to enforce a CAA. | want to know who within the
enforcement agency can we work with to make this happen
and get those burden -- some responsibilities off the
local level.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: When afedera judge
says your agency has no ability to do anything about those
provisionsif they are breached or they can't be reached,
that was a problem that came out of that lawsuit that we
don't know how to overcome. We would be happy to work
with the communities and especially with the AEWC and
othersin the whaling communities to reconcile that
problem, but it exists. And being an advocate for the
communities, for the AEWC isonething. Enforcing
provisions or getting -- forcing industry to adopt
provisionsin the CAA is something that is problematic.

MS. DOREEN LAMPE: What's the biggest
problem about it? What isit? You lack jurisdiction?
What is the biggest problem?

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: That's what the judge
said. Nothing you can do.
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to get out there and send all your hundreds of ships from
the Gulf of Mexico up to the Arctic. And that will just
wipe out the whole Arctic Chukchi Sea migration route.
All the whales be dead.

And who isgoing to gotojail? Who isgoing to
pay the fine? One captain went to jail for one year when
Barrow went over the quota limit. Who is going to jail?
Who went to jail for BP? What happened to those human
beings that live down there? Their rights were just
trampled on.

MS. LOISEPSTEIN: LoisEpstein. I'man
engineer with the Wilderness Society in Anchorage. And |
guess one comment | haveis I'm hearing alot of
frustration here about whether there is any information
that could be provided to BOEM RE that might result in a
decision not to lease. |sthere any information that
would show that the difficulties of cleanup, the lack of
enforcement, the lack of ability to carry out the
provisions of the Conflict Avoidance Agreement, any of
that might bein and of itself for some to say we
shouldn't go forward? But what I'm hearing is that this
is-- thisis happening. And isthere any type of data or
legal problems or anything that could convince the
Administration? Maybe you could just give us afeel for
that.
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MS. DOREEN LAMPE: But you are leasing the
ocean out there.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Nothing you can do if
it's not reached or if it's breached. | think
everybody -- at least the people who belong to
organizations that were plaintiffsin that case remember
that court decision.

MS. DOREEN LAMPE: Thereis some federal
regulations that apply to my right to live.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Certainly.
Environmental justice and many other provisions under
federal environmental law and under the MMPA all are part
and parcel to things that fall into that category. And we
want to protect your right to live and your environment
and your --

MS. DOREEN LAMPE: And subsist. My right
to life and subsist --

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: And subsist.

MS. DOREEN LAMPE: -- because the way you
guys deal with us, you just say zero tolerance. You are
so very much pro oil development that you guys don't even
really seriously consider how to protect the Arctic Ocean.
There will be no access to no oil tree for your Coast
Guard or nobody €lse, for that matter, to get out there.

If there was an accident, that you guys would not be able
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MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thereis aplethora of

things, alot of them that we talked about tonight. On
the other hand, you have two -- roughly three billion
dollars worth of leases in the Beaufort and Chukchi Sea
that belong to companies.

The United States government issued those
leases, collected that money. Those lessees have certain
rights. The resource estimates for the Chukchi Sea as
they analyze data over again and to a minor extent gain
new data, those resource estimates are increasing. And
what may be larger than the largest il field on earth is
believed to be out there. That's on the other side of the
equation.

My job isn't to talk anybody into anything here.
I like to answer questions. | try to stay out of
arguments because as much as people may not think, | don't
work for companies. | don't advocate for their interests.
| work for the United States government, the Department of
the Interior, and for today the Bureau of Ocean Energy
Management, Regulation and Enforcement. And this process
under the National Environmental Policy Act and tonight's
meeting is to get comments from the public on the notion
that one or more offshore oil and gas |lease sales would be
held in the Arctic in the Beaufort planning area and
Chukchi planning area that, quite frankly, has not been
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defined. | don't have a map becauseit's ablank slate
tonight.

And so at every meeting that we have held so
far -- and I'm quite certain that every meeting this
agency holdsin Alaska-- | know alittle bit about
meetings that this agency holds in Alaska -- there will be
even more concerns in more areas about holding offshore --
more offshore oil and gas lease sales. Whether or not
there will be atotality of things that convince the
ultimate decisionmaker not to hold any oil and gas lease
sales, | don't know. | don't know. Maybe. That's my
best guess. Maybe.

The decisionmaker might even ask me. What |
think is alessimportant than if the decisionmaker asks
me what | heard during public scoping meetings. And my
jobisto tell that person exactly what all of you tell
me. And I'll do that, whether | agree with it or not.
I'll tell thetruth. I'll tell them exactly, as|
remember it anyway. And | don't think I'm biased. I'm
not because | understand everybody's position here. | can
relate in more ways than you can imagine to the way people
feel, even the ones that feel very strongly, even the ones
who are the most upset. | can relate to that.

So | don't have a problem with telling the
decisionmaker exactly what people told me. And they have
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They are going to get a briefing on the document. |
forgot how many pages our five-year programmatic ElSes
are. 2,000?

MR. BOB SEBASTIAN: It'slarge.

MR.JEFFERY LOMAN: Yeah. And these
Assistant Secretaries and the Secretary of the Interior,
there arejust literally hundreds of environmental
documents being produced by people within their agency.
These are very important, and you can bet after the
Deepwater Horizon these decisions have the utmost
attention of the Secretary and the President. So those
decisions will be well thought this time around.

And everything that has been said tonight and
has been said in the previous meetings | think are all
compelling reasons to not; but at the same time, people
said we need the economic opportunities; the TransAlaska
Pipelineisin adecline, and without the offshore
contribution eventually will stop flowing, and that's an
important part of the economy. We have heard alittle bit
of that at the meetings so far. We will hear alot more
in Anchorage.

The majority -- thisisn't ademocracy, but the
majority of the people in Alaska have been proponents of
offshore oil development. But it doesn't make any
difference. It'snot avoting thing. And through
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in the past, right before Chukchi Sea sale 193, asked the
question whether or not people in these communitiesin the
North Slope Borough felt that the oil companies could
clean up amajor oil spill. Asked awhole room full of
people that question. That's a question where they might
not like the answer. Soit'sreal silent. And | had just
been up here and spoken to folks. Doreen remembers and |
think afew other people remember the first time | came up
here and managed meetings. So it was real easy just for
me to say no.

And then the next question was: Well, can they?
And | said I'd bet my money on prevention because the
worst day in the Arctic they will be lucky to stay alive,
much less clean anything up. You don't have alot of time
to talk during those meetings, but | got the message
across. They held the oil and gas lease sale anyway.
That's -- you know, that's the decisionmaker's shot to
cal.

In the document, in the executive summary, |
would hope that these concerns, at least the ones, the
concerns that are most relevant to this five-year plan,
will be articulated. | can make sure that that happens.
| have -- | have quite ahit to say over what endsup in
our environmental documents. That can sway a
decisionmaker. They are going to read that for sure.
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litigation, through the public process, facilitated by
NEPA, through other efforts that agency heads have made to
hear what people have to say, | think it's pretty safe to
say, put that al together and that's why nine years will
have passed and you will not -- and you have not seen one
single exploratory drilling project in Alaska's Outer
Continental Shelf. That has not ever happened since they
first started drilling in the OCSin Alaska, ever. They
went, | think, four or five years once in the mid '80s.

There were two years when | believe there were
17 exploration wells one year and 17 exploration wells the
following year. And one of them was '85 when Shell
disrupted whaling activities. So when you hear the
leaders here in the North Slope say too much too fast too
soon, I'm sure that has something to do with it. There
was too much going on too fast, and whaling was disrupted
for an entire community for an entire season. Shell
acknowledgesit. It's no secret.

Robert. Thank you for raising your hand.
MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: | figured I'd get you

to stop talking for awhileif | raised my hand. Lois
just mentioned a few things about the lack of information
in the Chukchi planning area, such as limited ability to
clean up oil and other things. One thing that the North
Slope Borough has commented on in the past that we haven't
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really talked about tonight -- Jeff, | think you mentioned

it earlier on -- isthat thereisrealy alimitationin

the amount of information in the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas
for making wise decisions.

Without a doubt, MMS -- BOEMRE and MMS before
has spent alot of money helping to collect important
information, but the environment has changed hugely. You
know, the ice has retreated. Theiceis getting thinner.

And the environment is changing in lots of other ways.
And so even though we have got alot of old information,
it probably isn't pertinent to what's happening now. So
we nheed to continue to collect information and do so as
rapidly aswe can, especialy if lease sales are going to
be held and if oil companies are going to be permitted to
drill.

So I'd like to thank BOEM RE for the science
that'sgoing on. | look forward to potential
collaborations between the Borough and BOEMRE with regard
to science and collecting needed information, but we
definitely need to move forward with that.

The oil companies, of course, collect alot of
science, aswell. They go out and look for marine mammals
and look for birds and measure sounds that they are
putting into the water, and | think that's all really
positive. However, they keep their information private.
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impacts. And in order to do that, we have to have a good
archive of information about what the human activities
were out there. We need to know al the ships. And most
of the ships that are out there are oil and gas companies,

but there is others, too. We need to have good

information about the human activities in the Beaufort and
Chukchi Sea planning area, and we need that information to
assess cumulative impacts.

On top of that, we also know that the
exploration activities in Canada, especialy in the
eastern Beaufort Sea and in Russiain the western Chukchi
Sea, that oil exploration isincreasing there, too. And
so BOEMRE needs to make sure they are talking to their
Canadian counterparts and Russian counterparts to be aware
of the information about activities that are going on
there so when you do the NEPA analysis of cumulative
impacts, you can actually do areasonable job of assessing
them; not just listing them out, but ng what the
cumulative impacts might be to the biology of bowhead
whales, belugas, or other animals.

And then one other comment that | want to make
isthat in the past there have been deferral areasin the
Beaufort Seafor whaling. There was one around Barrow.
There was one around Cross Island for the Nuigsut hunters
and there was one around Kaktovik. And currently those

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

NNNNNNRERRRRR R B B
O RWNRPROOO®NO®UMWNLEO

Page 47

They don't share it with people.

Sure, they will summarize it and give people the
summaries, but if BOEMRE is going to allow Shell and
Conoco Phillips and Stat Oil and other companiesto go out
on the ocean and collect environmental data -- not
necessarily the seismic data or drilling data, but the
environmental data about what's happening in the water or
on the water, that that information should be required to
be made public; the data, not necessarily just the
reports; that other people should have the right to be
able to look at that information without having to try to
interpret what the oil companies have done in summarizing
the data.

So the scientific process needs to be much more
transparent than it currently is or has been for decades
up here.

In the past -- well, also related to kind of
studies is the issue of cumulative impacts. Thisiskind
of what Todd was talking about a moment ago about ship
traffic. All the shipsthat are moving through the Arctic
are putting alot of sound into the water, and that sound
has the potential to deflect bowheads or belugas or other
animals away from areas where they used to be hunted or
areas where they feed or rest or calve.

And so we need to better understand cumulative
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deferral areas around Kaktovik and Barrow are still in
place. But, | don't know, maybe five or ten years ago the
deferral areaaround Cross Island was removed. And |
think that was disappointing. And | think that BOEMRE
should seriously consider putting that deferral area back
in place. Obviously there are leases that have already
been sold there, and I'm not suggesting that necessarily
those leases be bought back, but don't offer any more
lease tracts in the deferral area around Cross Island in
the next five-year plan.

And thisreally getsto kind of what Doreenis
trying to get at is, like, sure, the CAA between oil
companies and the AEWC can't be used by the federal
government to enforce, you know, disturbance issues
related to marine mammals, but you guys can do something.
Y ou can do things to make sure that marine mammals are
available to hunters in the areas where they have beenin
the past. A deferral areaor timein area closures are
certainly things that should be considered in an EIS for
the Beaufort and Chukchi Sea planning areas.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Robert, what kind of
an exclusion zone in Cross Island would you recommend, the
same one that was there before or bigger?

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: Totell you thetruth,
| don't remember exactly what was there before, but
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talking to the Nuigsut hunters would be the best road to
take. The other piece of information that would be
valuableisthe study that you helped fund, and | think

Shell may have helped fund part of it, aswell, which is

the Michael Galganaitis study on looking at tracks of
where the hunting crews went when they were out whaling,
and that information will provide lots of good details

about where boats go.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Science that industry
has today that you know that is complete that you would
like and haven't been able to obtain, can you name
anything?

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: Everything. They
won't provide any of their datain terms of some of the
contaminants data.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Can you send to mevia
e-mail the specifics, and then we will try to seeif we
can just -- | mean, you know, pick, like, your top to
start with, top three things and then we will go to work
just to see how we do.

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: That would be
fantastic. It's always been problematic that the
companies are willing to baseline -- they are willing to
share summarized information but not the raw data, with
one exception, and that exception isBP. And they have
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were drilling in five miles of water and going way down
and going along way beyond that. And there have been
amazing advances in that technology, but when there was a
spill, it was like back to the Dark Ages. | mean, there
have been no advancesreally in oil spill cleanup.

And kind of aquestion is, isthere a push
within your agency to somehow advance the research and
development in oil spill cleanup techniques?

MR.JEFFERY LOMAN: WEell, thereis
probably a bigger push now than there has been maybe ever
within this agency, my agency. | personally, though --

I've cleaned up small oil spillswhen | worked for the
Navy Public Works Center in San Diego. Never large ail
spills on the water. I'm not optimistic that thereis

going to be some massive advance here. | haven't given it
alot of thought, but there has been alot of great people
that -- including some famous people, the actor -- |

forgot his name, the good-looking fellow, and whatnot that
have worked on it.

And so, you know, things are -- necessity isthe
mother of invention, but we haven't seen much. And we
have been cleaning up things we spill on our floor the
same old way. Maybe more wasteful than we used to. We
used to use arag; now we use throw-away stuff. But |
don't think you are going to ever see some gizmo that you
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been more than willing to share the datawith us. So
despite their problems in the Gulf of Mexico and on the
North Slope in some cases, from a science perspective they
have been quite willing to work with us and be very
transparent in their science, except seismic data.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Well, proprietary data
wewill havelittle luck with, and we might go to jail if
wegiveit up.

MR. GEOFF CARROLL: My nameis Geoff
Carroll. And | have been awildlife biologist on the
North Slope for over 30 years. |'ve worked for the
National Marine Fisheries, the North Slope Borough, and
currently Alaska Department of Fish & Game. 1'm going to
be speaking as a private citizen, and these don't
represent the views of any agency.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Fair enough.

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: Hejust doesn't want
to get fired.

MR. GEOFF CARROLL: Okay. I'dliketo
thank you also for coming up here and getting people's
input and opinions on this very important subject. First
| have a question and then I'll have afew comments. The
question is, you know, with the Gulf of Mexico spill, what
we observed was a situation where there have been all
these amazing advances on their ability to drill. They
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can throw out there on the water -- maybe I'm wrong. |
hope I'm wrong -- but I'm doubtful that there is going to
be significant advances.
And really when you think about it, especially
in the Arctic and especially given the causation for the
Deepwater Horizon -- the causation primarily is
complacency, the opposite of which isvigilance. And only
11 people died. A lot more could have. They had alot of
personal reasons to be vigilant, and they weren't.
Thereis-- there are -- | think your well
control enhancement, other prevention, aregulatory regime
that is both feared and respected, things that are
longstanding motivators of vigilance will negate the need
for some new inventionsin spill response, but that's just
my opinion. Sorry. Long answer.

MR. GEOFF CARROLL: Okay. Thank you. You
know, I, along with alot of North Slope people, you know,
we really do appreciate the economic benefits that
petroleum development has brought, and we would probably
like to see this continue, but however, we want to see
this done with asllittle negative impact to the people,
the wildlife and the rest of the environment as possible.

And | might have kind got off on the wrong track
in my comments here. Basically | saw this as a scoping
meeting, so right now they are suggestions of topicsI'd
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1 liketo see covered when you write your environmental 1 issuesthat could be addressed in an EIS. One of those
2 impact statement and, you know, develop your five-year 2 would be what steps should be taken to gather baseline
3 plan. Soyou know, okay. 3 information to fill the information gaps about wildlife
4 When we hear about offshore development, 4 and oceanographic conditions. And also alisting of what
5 probably the first thing that comes to mind isthe risk of 5 studies should be developed to measure the effects on
6 anoil spill. We know that oil spills are quite possible. 6 wildlife and people if the exploration and development do
7 We've seen huge devastating oil spillsin Prince William 7 occur.
8 Sound and the Gulf of Mexico. We also know that they're 8 The EIS should address how climate change could
9 very difficult to clean up and that they have many 9 affect exploration and development plans like -- as Robert
10 impacts. 10 mentioned, all the studies that have taken place up to
11 There are several aspects about the Arctic, such 11 now, you know, it's awhole different playing field now.
12 asice-covered waters, the cold, the dark, distance to 12 Theiceisdifferent, the weather patterns are different.
13 infrastructure that make it extremely difficult to clean 13 And you know, even studies that take place today, in ten
14 upaspill. Many people here feel that oil development 14 yearsit'sal going to change. So everything that's
15 should just not occur until there are proven methods for 15 discussed needsto be -- you need to take the fact that
16 controlling and cleaning up an oil spill. Because a major 16 global climate change istaking place and that things are
17 oil spill is quite possible and because it would be 17 going to bein a constant state of change.
18 extremely difficult to clean one up, I'd like to see 18 What effects could the noises associated with
19 BOEMRE address the following issues in the environmental 19 exploration and development have on wildlife? Which of
20 impact statement. 20 these effects will be detrimental to wildlife and which of
21 Number one, what impacts could a major ail spill 21 those effects -- because it's affecting the wildlife, how
22 have on the people, wildlife, and the rest of the 22 could that affect hunters and what negative effects could
23 environment in northern Alaska. | think it should be 23 it have on the people up here? Also what other factors,
24 listed out just what impacts could result from this. 24 such as seismic surveys, ship traffic and aircraft traffic
25 Number two, if exploration and development are 25 could affect wildlife? How could these effects be
Page 55 Page 57
1 dlowed, what precautions would be required of oil 1 detrimenta to hunters, aswell?
2 companiesto make an oil spill as unlikely as possible. 2 And you know what could be done to minimize the
3 Three, when ail spills do occur, what means are 3 impacts of industrial noise, ship traffic, and seismic
4 availableto clean up oil in various conditions that are 4 surveys on wildlife and the people that hunt them? So I'd
5 present in the Arctic, such as the extreme cold, the 5 liketo seeit outlined what all factors could affect the
6 darkness, ice-covered waters and the stormy weather. 6 wildlife and the people and also what could be done about
7 In the Gulf of Mexico, one of the primary 7 it
8 techniques used to deal with the oil was dispersants, and 8 And also, you know, what impacts could result
9 it seems like that was done without really understanding 9 from air and water pollution given off from exploration
10 thelong-term effects of the dispersants on the 10 and development sites and what can be done to minimize
11 environment. The EIS should address the effectiveness of 11 this?
12 dispersantsin cold waters or the conditions up here, and 12 Oneissueisthat the Bering Strait is kind of a
13 it should also discuss the negative impacts the 13 choke paint in the migration path of bowhead and beluga
14 dispersants could have on the local environment. 14 whalesand alot of other marine mammals. It'sa
15 Number five, I'd like to know how does BOEMRE 15 relatively narrow space, and alot of animals migrate
16 plan to deal with such issues such as the lack of 16 through. And we are seeing increased ship traffic every
17 infrastructure to support the ships and people that would 17 year and, of course, they are funneled into that narrow
18 be needed for ail spill cleanup. | think we have heard 18 areq, aswell. Soit'sgoing to eventualy increase and
19 that several times this evening, but, man, thereisjust 19 more ship strikes and disruption of migrations. The EIS
20 no facilities around here to get the ships and everything 20 should address what can be done to limit the ship traffic
21 elseinto place to even attempt an oil spill cleanup. And 21 through the Bering Strait during migrations and other
22 if development does proceed and thereis an oil spill and 22 mitigation measures as far as affecting these migrations.
23 it cannot be cleaned up, what financial and human 23 The EIS should also seriously consider
24 resources will be provided to local communities? 24 cumulative impacts. In the past agencies have often

N
ol

In addition to oil spills, there are many other

25

preferred to look at development and exploration one
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project at atime. Many timesthereis sort of alimited
impact for one project and, it's only when you look at the
total impact of many projects that amajor problemis
obvious.

When you outline cumulative impacts, you should
consider all the activities related to petroleum,
shipping, research projects, and military activitiesin
the northern oceans that -- everything that's going to be
taking place in the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas, including
the Canadian and Russian waters.

So thank you for letting me testify.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you.

MR. WALTER AKPIK: My nameis Walter
Akpik, and I'm aBarrow resident. | just wanted to ask,
have you come up to do more studies on the ice that we
have out here? Y ou need to do more studies because once
that ice starts moving with the wind and the current
moving together, there is no man-made object that's going
to stop it, especialy with an ail rig out there. It's
just going to topple it over without notice.

And you guys will give the crews down there a
second chance to push the panic button to get everybody
out. Itjust happenslikethat. | have been here about
60 years, and | know how that ice works. Thereisno
man-made such things that's able to stop that ice once it
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Those areas also need to be really touched up on and make
those infrastructures be placed on the North Slope and
scatter them around where you are going to have an ail
spill; have it al around where they will be mobile and
easy, you know, in different areas on the North Slope. We
have seven villages, and most of them are out in the, you
know, coastal areas. Y ou could have those areas for
designated spots, also, for, you know, planning something
that could be implemented and into your five-year plan as
you progress through your five-year plan.

Y ou know, that's just my suggestion that some
kind of mandatory thing needs to be placed for the oil
industry to have it out there or else you ask the federal
government to place it out there and have it mobile, ready
for any disaster.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you.

MR. CRAIG GEORGE: Craig George, for the
record. For the record, my nameis Craig George, and |I've
lived in the community for about 30 years now, and I've
studied bowheads through most of that time. So alot of
my comments will be bowhead-centric.

But a couple things: Regarding bowheads, | just
completed a-- well, adissertation on bowheads, and
really what became clear isthat one of the key features
of being abowhead isits baleen. That's the apparatus
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starts moving with that current we got out here. So do
more studies on that ice that we have out here,
wintertime.
MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you. We have
people that have not spoke yet.
MS. VERA WILLIAMS: I'm VeraWilliams from

Barrow, Alaska. My concern, | guess, is what everybody
has also stated. That ice out there, just happened just
the other day, and it's almost two, three stories highin
some areas. And you know, if you were to start
collecting, even the weather bureau has all the data also
for the amount of wind we had just the other day to see
that ice pile up out there.

That's another area that you guys need to, |
think, at least consider our concerns that theiceis --
is powerful. And Mother Nature -- you can't really stop
Mother Nature, but those are other areas that you could
look at also and tap into and take pictures out there to
see what magnitude four to six feet thickness of iceis
all piled up out there. Y ou know, those are our concerns.

How could you -- how could someone prove to us
that something could live through that, you know. That's
our ocean out there.

And aso, you know, just a suggestion, | heard a
couple places where infrastructure is not visibly here.
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which alowsit to make aliving out here. And it's
fairly unique to that animal in its length and the quality
of it, the extensiveness of it.

A bowhead is -- athird of the body isits head.
It'skind of a swimming head, and it has 640 baleen hairs.
| don't have an example here. It hastheselong fringe
hairs that can be over afoot in length. Hey, thereis
one. From -- relatively small, actually. But those
fringe hairs coming off there, those are really what makes
it work as a plankton or zooplankton filter.

And to date there has only been one study on how
oil ingestion could affect its ability to filter
zooplankton, and that seems like kind of a precursor to
doing any further research -- leasing isto really
understand how the animal might be affected by that.

In the Norwegian Arctic, they noticed that the
seismic noise affectsin particular the gadids, the cod,
the -- and herring, and they may vacate a fjord where
they've been shooting seismic. And asfar as| know,
there hasn't been any -- the Elders constantly ask about
this here. What does seismic do to the smaller critters?
We have some ideawhat it does to the larger critters, but
not the smaller ones.

Every meeting Rossman Peetook asks how seismic
noise affects krill, and we have never had an answer. So
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that seems like a worthwhile study project. And in fact,
they have shown, like | mentioned in Norway, that seismic
noise does affect the distribution of fish. And Arctic
cod, of course, are one of the keystone speciesin the
Arctic system. So that's something you need to look at.
We've heard alot about demonstrating the
ability to clean up oil. | agreethat it seems
objectionable to pour oil into the ocean, do a spill test,
but | think -- unfortunately, | think that probably needs
to be doneto really do an honest test. And actualy,
Jeff, your comments have been sort of -- about the ability
to clean up oil, | think have been quite honest, that this
time of year with the current speeds and the darkness and
the temperatures, | think there are periods -- well,
clearly there are periods where it would be irresponsible
to put people out there because they wouldn't survive.
And we need areally good gap analysisin the next EIS --
gap response analysis -- sorry -- on oil spill cleanup.
Mentioned storms. The most powerful storm since
| have been here wasin 1989. Some of you may remember.
It toppled cabins and tore roofs off in town. And the
unofficial wind speed was 103 miles an hour at the DEW
line. But the weather service instruments failed. So
thereisreally no record. | think their peak gusts quit
about 70, but that was an incredibly powerful storm. |
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picture. And thiswas funded by thisagency. And asl
understand it, Robert, the information was not in the
last --

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: Therecent NEPA
document.

MR. GEORGE CRAIG: Therecent NEPA
document, which was -- it wasn't included in that.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: The most recent NEPA
document that we have that is still awork in processis
the supplemental environmental impact statement for sale
193's court remand.

MR. GEORGE CRAIG: And that wasn't in the
initia -- | know it caused alot of --

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: The 193 FEIS.

MR. GEORGE CRAIG: Right. Isitinit
now? Anyway, you have this beautiful data set --

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: The man behind you
will answer.

MR. MIKE ROUTHIER: It will be. Wewere
up here in November to talk about the draft SEIS. Since
that time we have received a great number of comments and
we have been working hard to addressthem. We are still
in that process. And as part of that process, we are
adding additional studies that have come out recently that
either weren't available at the time we worked on the SEIS
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think it did alot of damage in Wainwright, as well.

Okay. Telemetry work, actually BLM, mainly
through the efforts of Chukchi Monnett --

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: Not BLM; BOEMRE.
MR. CRAIG GEORGE: Oh, I'm sorry. It was

MMS. BOEMRE now. Sorry. Thank you. Hasfunded what's
now areally world class satellite telemetry study on
bowheads. A lot of the tagging was done here at Barrow,
and also over in Arctic Canada, and it'stold us alot.

And essentialy every tagged whale -- | don't
have the images here, but they have all taken off various
directions, but every single one except one has gone
through the current lease area, which isroughly like so
[indicating], | guess. | can't draw it. But anyway, they
all come down and they hit this coast and they spend up to
two months down here. And if there was an oil release
under the predominant wind, which is northeast, you know,
you have the potential both here and down here
[indicating] to affect the entire bowhead population. So
that wouldn't be good.

But anyway, some oil spill scenarios, looking
at -- | think we're too focused on these small areas --
not small areas. On these specific areas in the planning
areas, but alot of these -- essentially all marine
mammals are migratory, so we have got to look at the big
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or for whatever reason weren't in that document. We did
go back and add more studies, including the one you are
referring to.

MR. GEORGE CRAIG: Okay. Good. That's
some good news. Okay. And then there has been mention of
shipping, and here is my sort of crude depiction of the
Bering Strait. Hereis St. Lawrence. But all the
bowheads went like so, and then down through here on the
west sidein fall, and they all came up west of
St. Lawrence Island. And this fits with local knowledge,
aswell.

Very few go east. Very few whales go east of
St. Lawrence Island. But thisisright in the shipping
lanes[indicating]. So | don't know if it's the purview
of the EIS, but shipping lanes and speed controlsin this
areareally need to be put in place.

We know from the bowhead's cousin on the East
Coast, the right whale, that they don't get along well
with ships. Infact, they get hit with great frequency.
And it's generally when they are feeding and breeding, not
necessarily migrating, but when they are feeding and
breeding you see them obliviousto alot of things. We
know about the big deflections of whales from seismic work
here, mid Beaufort, during migration. Over in Canadathey
are considerably less. And so anyway, thisis-- thisis
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abig problem. And if thereisalot of shipping
associated with oil and gas activity -- and Arctic
shipping, of course, is beyond the -- well, it should be
included in the cumulative analysis, but there will be --
there will be problemsin here. It'sjust a matter of the
magnitude of it.

Local knowledge, as much as you possibly can
include that in the EI'S, we have innumerable exampl es of
where local knowledge has been proven correct by
scientific studies. Most recent is the bowhead's ability
to smell in their olfaction. And you pick up any
textbooks, it says cetaceans are incapable of it. The
locals have been telling us for years that they can smell,
and we have completed a recent study that confirmed that,
at least looking at the anatomy and the gene expression,
that sort of thing.

And then Rosemary mentioned something
interesting about displacement of subsistence activity
like in the Prudhoe -- let's see here. Thisis Kuparuk
and Prudhoe area. And asfar as| know, this area that
was formerly inhabited by local people and alot of
hunting took place, alot of homes scattered through here,
old sod homes, | think thereis virtually no hunting in
there, isthat correct? So arguably one of the biggest
impacts of the oil industry has been people.
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there will be no drilling discharge. And I'm going to

work with you. I'm going to be your new best friend.
Whereisall thisinformation that | need to work with you

to make sure this goes right, thisis doneright? There

is going to be an 80-mile pipeline under the Chukchi Sea
from, what, those Burger or Klondike, from there to
Wainwright and then from Wainwright to Pump Station 1? Is
that the big plan?

And then in the event of an ail spill, who is
going to come and help us? The military? They are going
to pull them out of the Middle East and they will come and
help us? What are we going to do? I'm your new best
friend. Youtell me.

No zero discharge in the ocean. We are going to
have ahub in Wainwright. We are going to have a pipeline
undersea. We are going to connect to Pump Station 4,
whatever. Redlistically wewill only operate from July to
October, redlistically, if I'm your oil person. That's
only possible due to life health safety measures we are
going to have to take.

So could you compromise? Would you compromise
and say, okay, we support it? Let's give them what they
want. Zero discharge. No discharge in the Arctic Ocean.

Those crystalline silica drilling muds are
cancer-causing chemicals that settle to the bottom of the
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And that's -- you will have formal commentsto
all this from the Borough and our wildlife department, but
just acouple pointsto consider. Thank you.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you very much.
| don't know, Robert. | think a collective work of a map
during a meeting is more of alearning experience than the
fancy ones consultants use.

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: How about both?

MS. DOREEN LAMPE: Let me play the devil's
advocate and say | support drilling and | want to work
with you. And | want to know how the oil companies are
going to get to and from their site. | want to help you
out and get that done. And | want to help you out and
figure out away out to export that oil out of there.
Whereisthat information? We never get that information.
That's one of the biggest impacts that you will be
impacted from is the actual development of that lease sale
site.

And | support you on developing that site and
making sure we have the best oil spill response plan in
the whole wide world, and | talk to my people and | tell
them thisis the best, and thisis how they are going to
export the oil and thisis how they are going to access
the site. Whereisthat information?

And | would even appease the mayor and tell him

© 00N O WNP

NNMNNRNNNRRRRRRRRRR
O DN WNROOOWNO®ONWNEPRO

Page 69

ocean. And | seen apresentation; al the little
creatures, thelittle critters, whatever, they hibernate
three to four feet down in the muds of the ocean. They
had drilled a four-foot-by-four-foot-by-four-foot deep
piece of mud from the ocean, and they expected to find
nothing but mud. But no, they found all these little
critters hibernating in the bottom of that mud in the
Arctic Ocean.

So would you guys even compromise at all? Would
you guys give up your NPDES permit? Would you guys say
they support it? Let's compromise. Let's go along with
their zero drilling request. How will you be able to
compromise with us?

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Isthat aquestion?

MS. DOREEN LAMPE: Yes.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: The permit isn't --
doesn't belong to our agency. It belongsto the
permittees. In the recent case, it was Shell. And they
did for the Beaufort alter their revised planto goto a
true zero discharge scenario, but they didn't receive an
air permit, so they canceled their drilling operation.

So from their perspective -- | read today in one
of the commerce journals here in Alaska Shell saysthey
have 30 -- had 34 permits but did not have an air permit,
S0 --
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But going back to your initial recommendation,
will we work with you? Yes. Will we cooperate with you
and, for example, ICAS? Yes. ICASisafederaly
recognized tribe, of course, and federally recognized
tribes can be cooperating agencies when we are preparing
an environmental impact statement. So yes, and yes.

With respect to development, we haven't had a
development plan presented to usyet. Thereisno
development in the Outer Continental Shelf. Liberty, the
proposed Liberty project, Northstar through horizontal
drilling, gets at afederal deposit, but thereis no true
development anywhere in Alaska's OCS.

| want to go to somebody if anybody €else has any
comments that has not spoken yet.

MR. DONALD CARROLL: Donad Carroll. My
major concernis oil spillsin the ocean. The Prince
William Sound and the Gulf of Mexico ail spills have shown
that oil spills are very real and maybe even likely. If
thereisan oil spill, it will be very hard to clean the
spill up inthe Arctic.

Part of the reason I'm concerned is because of a
science fair project that | did last year. The project
was called "Cleaning Up Qil Spill in Ice-Infested Waters."
| tested the effect of temperature and ice on two ways of
cleaning up dil. One of those was burning oil and the
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pollution. In addition, there was just an article in the
newspaper that in the Gulf of Mexico thereislots of ash
and residue on the bottom of the ocean from burning oil
there.

We had a better success rate cleaning up the oil
with the absorbent material. We were ableto collect up
to 79 percent of the oil using absorbent pads, but when
there was ice and water only, 50 percent of the oil was
absorbed. In addition, it would be very difficult to even
get totheoil in ared oil spill if therewasicein the
area.

From the results of my experiment, | think it
would be very difficult to clean up an ail spill in the
Arctic.

In your environmental impact statement, you
should address all current techniques for cleaning up oil
spills and how effective they would or would not bein the
Arctic; the need for amajor research program to improve
our ability to clean up oil spillsin the Arctic;
everything that could be done to reduce the chances of
having an ail spill.

| have a couple more commentsto add. | mean, |
know that drilling oil gives countries lots and lots of
money, and the United States would -- it would be good for
us to have the money, but if you do spill here, you could
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other technique was using petroleum absorbent material to
soak up the ail.

In the ail burning experiment, we poured a
measured amount of North Slope crude oil into a pan of
saltwater and weighed the pan with the oil and water in
it. The oil floated on the surface of the water, and we
used atorch to burn the oil. When the oil stopped
burning, we applied the torch to it again in order to burn
as much as possible. When it was done burning, we weighed
the pan again with the water and remaining oil residuein
it and compared the weights. We did this with room
temperature water (18 degrees centigrade), water that was
near freezing, (zero degrees centigrade), and cold water
that had broken ice stirred into it.

The results were surprising. In the room
temperature water, only 35 percent of the oil burned. For
water that was near the freezing point, only 16 percent
burned. For cold water mixed with ice, only 11 percent of
the oil burned. There was always alot of black gunk in
the water that would not burn.

| was surprised how little of the oil burned.

Even in warm water conditions, less than half of it
burned. And when the water was cold and had icein it, an
even smaller percent burned.

Another problem with burning oil isair
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create major problems. And | mean, they might shut it
down and make it less money. The people here, we are
getting more and more out of our tradition, and thereis
not -- money is not helping that much, probably.
| guessit just might be a better place to stay
away from, especially offshore drilling, in my opinion.
That'sal | haveto say.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Not abad place to end
this meeting. Thank you very much. And I'm glad that you
took an interest in this business to do that project. |
think your results were consistent with what the
government spent alot more money than you did to
determine. But my understanding is your percentages are
right on the money. So very good work. And barring any
other questions or comments -- okay.

Sorry, sir. Did you have your hand up earlier?
| didn't seeit.

MR. PATRICK SUVLA: No. My nameis
Patrick Suvla, S'U-V-L-A. Y ou have been collecting
information from us for how long and we don't even know if
there is any studies going on in the ocean, like studies
on the current. And from what the news says, it would be
alot easier to clean the oil spill if thereisany up
here.

Now, look, they say it'salot shallower here,
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and it would make an oil spill easier to clean. If you

fill up a bathtub and the water starts at the bottom, the
waves are alot going in one direction. The moreit gets
full, the waves get less. And I'm sure that's how our
ocean would beif thereisan ail spill. Therewill bea
lot of waves out there for people trying to clean up an

oil spill. And | don't know how long that dispersant is
going to last down in the Gulf, but | think they will have
alot of mud balls to gather up within that time.

And last -- they sent guys from the seismic on
Monday -- was it Monday? Friday. Saturday. And | asked
them a question on what happens after the seismic is done,
have they gone back and checked on the plants or whatever
our small mammals eat down at the bottom of the ocean.
They said they never checked back. Now, there has got to
be some damage done on the bottom with that seismic.

And with al the currents we have up here, if
thereisan oil spill and it's dark and by the time we get
daylight, which way are they going to start cleaning up,
the east or west? Because we have got alot of currents
out there. Y ou got to -- you got to be here when it's
breakup. You will seeice going oneway and alittle
further out going in adifferent direction. Soif there
isan oil spill out there, with all those currents going
on, which way are the -- are you going to send your boats?
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wave, tidal energy along with oil and gas energy, and then
the wind, wave, and tidal energy would provide energy to
the communities who are most at risk if and when oil and

gas activities occurred?

MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK: Okay. Atthis
hour of day and night, thereisalot of waysthat you
could look at these processes, and the redlity isthereis
alot of thingsthat are out there that could affect
decisionmaking processes. And we need to look at all the
different factors that can help us make the best judgments
for thisarea.

Therisks for us and the damages to our ocean
are areadlity of any of these proposals. And if weare
looking at some of these other considerations, it might
offset some of the decisions that are -- we are being
forced upon.

MR.JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you.

MR. GEORGE CRAIG: Craig George, for the
record again. | liked your comments about the report -- |
forgot the name of it -- on the Deepwater Horizon spill.

MR.JEFFERY LOMAN: Presidential
Commission report?

MR. GEORGE CRAIG: Right. That one that
identified complacency as the main culprit resulting in
the spill. Then you aluded to gun safety rules, which |
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Andthat'sall | got. Thank you.
MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you very much.
MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK: This process
islooking at oil and gas leasing, but there is other
modes of energy development that are being developed in
the oceans. There isno assessment in this process that's
looking at different parts of the ocean that may be very
beneficial to consider for utilizing for specific types of
cleaner, nondamaging type of impacts without the risks of
contaminating our ocean. And those kinds of assessments
arenot in any of these areas.

There are certain areas in the Arctic that are
encouraged to -- usto look at for other types of
development processes that is necessary for other areas of
usage. Some of those things are important for our full
assessment of the usage of the processes that are here.

If we are not looking at everything such as ocean energy
management processes that are out there, then it affects
what we are looking at and ways that we could be looking
at using certain areas in better ways, less impacting.

Thanks.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Let mejust ask a
question on that. Are you saying that the agency should
in part -- as part of this exercise, this effort to comply
with NEPA, that we should examine the potential for wind,
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thought was actually a good way to approachit. You have
hard and fast rules that you can't break in order to
prevent another one.

But could you comment just alittle further on
how -- how fighting the normal human tendency towards
complacency will beintegrated into leasing plans? |If
that's too much, that's fine.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: I've never thought
about it in the context of leasing plans, but I've
certainly thought about it in the context of drilling
operations and well control specificaly. And you know,
there are some entities -- activities out there. For
example, explosive ordnance disposal, that business,
that'sabusiness -- | did it for ten yearsin the Navy --
you never brag about your safety record or your
environmental responsibility record, either. Never. The
first time | heard it bragged about in this context, in
this occupation, | literally felt myself shaking. And |
don't really scare easily. There's something wrong here.

Nuclear power, at least some nuclear power
programs, the Navy's, for example -- I'm biased towards
the Navy. | know about the Navy. Not necessarily
completely accident free, but no mgjor accidentsin the
Navy nuclear power program.

The point is through vigilance, which isthe

Midnight Sun Court Reporters

(19) Page 74 - Page 77

907-258-7100





2012-2017 FIVE YEAR SCOPING MEETINGS FOR PRAGMATIC
ENVROMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT, BOEMRE REG.& ENFORCMENT

21 FEB 11 Barrow
February 21, 2011

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

NNNNNNRERRERRRER R B B
ORWNREPROOO®O®NOOUMWNLEO

Page 78

opposite of complacency, you can avoid -- could have
avoided the Deepwater Horizon spill if the cause -- and |
believe it was primarily complacency, numerous acts of
complacency. And that can be avoided. So | don't know if
it's possible to say that with unprecedented and

consistent vigilance and all of the technology working the
right way and the right location if you are -- if your

risk is zero even then because Mother Nature -- and we are
dealing with Mother Nature when they are drilling into
these deposits.

But with respect to Deepwater Horizon, it could
have been prevented with vigilance. And vigilanceis
always higher right after an accident. Theairline
industry has proven that and all of these things.

MR. GEORGE CRAIG: Exactly.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: My hopeisthat my
agency will evolve into what will become two agencies, one
in particular who is not going to worry about the
lawsuits, the environmental analysis, the public
processes, but will be focusing on the industry.

MR. GEORGE CRAIG: Like Doreen mentioned.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: The inspectors that
Doreen wants to meet and talk to, yes, those people, those
people who are going to step aboard a platform if
exploration takes place in 2012. It won't take placein
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scream and holler, the lease sale will proceed,
regardless.

We have got guys here that have been up here for
30 years, and they are still learning new stuff. Y ou guys
have been here three or four times. At least spend some
time with the community and learn. We opposed offshore
drilling from the beginning and we will always oppose it
to the end.

Thank you.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you. Okay. You
get the last word.

MS. LOISEPSTEIN: LoisEpstein. But also
thanking the community of Barrow for hosting this meeting
and for all the people who came and said such useful --
made such useful comments to the federal government.

But | just wanted to add on the -- the cause of
the Deepwater Horizon is something | paid alot of
attention to. | just finished a book by a Houston
Chronicle reporter, and it's easy to say it's complacency,
but there really isalot of issues associated with the
companies involved.

BP had Texas City where many people were killed
in arefinery in 2005. They had the onshore pipeline
problemsin 2006 in Alaska. And each time BP said we are
going to reform our culture, we are going to reform our
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2011 because no one is going to explore. But in 2012, for
example, | think it'sfair to say that our agency -- you
requested it, so you see the face of -- by then they

should be employees of the Bureau of Safety and
Environmental Enforcement so people can have some
confidence because, remember | said right at the very
beginning, restore the public's trust in this agency;

that's the overarching goal of the Administration. So

yes. A lot of work to do.

MR. ROY AHMAOGAK: Roy Ahmaogak, for the
record. You know, we aways -- no matter how much we
scream and holler at the agencies, history always repeats
itself with these agencies. We opposed eastern Beaufort
Sealease salein the past. We scream and holler at the
top of our lungs, but still agency would do the lease
sale. And you know, history will repeat itself over and
over. No matter how much we scream and holler, your
agency will openit al up just -- it's going to happen
regardless of how much we scream and holler at you guys.

Y ou guys can tell usthat there will be sound
technology that -- you can't speak for the il industry.
You have no right to tell me that they are going to do a
good job. Thereisno way in the world that you are going
to speak for the oil industry. Y ou know, history will
repeat itself over and over that regardless of how much we
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culture, and there still was obviously problemsin the
Deepwater Horizon. Halliburton did not do the tests that
they should have done. They misinterpreted the negative
pressure test.

Y ou know, no matter how good the enforcement is
on the part of BOEMRE -- and | can think of many casesiit
can get better -- there is going to be some quick
decisions that are made by industry that it's going to be
very hard for the regulators to be engaged in.

So my only point here is that we can do better,
but there is always going to be some risks, and those are
the policy calls that have to be made. So the concerns
that have been raised today about, you know, the small but
very real possibility of amajor problem have to be
considered by the decisionmakers.

Thank you.

MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you. All right.
Y ou get the last word.

MR. WASKA WILLIAMS: Waska Williams, for
therecord. I'll spesk as a subsistence hunter. You
know, there has been the Borough representatives around
here, but | don't know if they mentioned -- | don't know
if anybody else mentioned -- | was here alittle bit late.

But IEWC is upon us here shortly. And the
decision that IEWC places upon the United Statesis
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1 red. 1 week in Anchorage. We are going to try to hold government
2 MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Y ou talking about the 2 to government consultation meetings with the Native
3 International Whaling Commission? 3 Village of Point Hope and the Native Village of Point --
4 MR. WASKA WILLIAMS: Yes. You know, the 4 or the ICAS before the deadline for preparing a scoping
5 quota system for our subsistenceis up for grabs. Now, 5 report, if we can. We may have to hold teleconference
6 you know, the planning areas are coming upon us, too, over 6 calswith those organizations.
7 here. IsBOEMRE going to place any sanctionsfor, | 7 So please join mein crossing your fingers for
8 should say, maybe through the oil companies monies up 8 good wesather to the east of us for tomorrow so that we can
9 front already in an event of amajor spill? 9 get into those communities.
10 I'll give you an example. |EWC doesn't give us 10 Thank you again, and have a very nice evening.
11 aquota. Now our subsistence way of lifeisin jeopardy. 11 (Proceedings adjourned at 9:37 p.m.)
12 Alongside your upcoming lease sale, in the event that a 12
13 major spill happens, our way of lifeisin jeopardy 13
14 dready right there. 14
15 Whaling. Now, that's not the only subsistence 15
16 needs or resources that we gather. Thereiswalruses, 16
17 thereisthe sedls, thereisthe belugawhales and the 17
18 fish. 18
19 Now, are you going to have the companies place 19
20 the amount of money to keep us going just in case thereis 20
21 no more whaling for us? Or the subsistence impacts that 21
22 oncethereisaspill, that there are monies for usto 22
23 gather food from your area, the beef, pork, chicken, what 23
24 haveyou? Areyou going to place that to the burden to 24
25 the companies up front already? 25
Page 83 Page 85
1 2012 come right up here shortly, and IEWC 1 REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE
2 meetings are coming right up. They are very real. And 2 Do MARY A VAVRIK, RWR, Notary Public in and for
- . 3 the State of Alaska do hereby certify:
3 it'svery scary when | hear of thesethingsasa
4 subsistence hunter. These kind of things that we ingest 4 That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
5 for ourselves bring so much joy, so much. I tell you this 5 nme at the time and place herein set forth; that the
6 much. | think because of my Native foods, | show up to 6 proceedings were reported stenographically by me and |ater
7 work every day. | have not missed aday. That's what | 7 transcribed under nmy direction by conputer transcription;
8 think of thesethings, versus the hamburgers, the chicken, 8 that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedings
9 what haveyou that causessickneﬁsamongst the Native 9 taken at that time; and that | amnot a party to nor have
10 people. 10 | any interest in the outcome of the action herein
11 And right now there is so much cancer going on. 11 contained.
12 Whereisit coming from? Have these studies been studied? 12 IN WTNESS WHEREQF, | have hereunto subscri bed
13 What is causing cancer so much amongst our old people up 13 ny hand and affixed ny seal this _____ day of
14 here? So much. It's happening too much. And | have not 14 2011.
15 heard yet of that study why so much cancer going on. 15
16 Y ou know, pros and cons again. But the truth 16
) ) ) ) VARY A VAVRIK;
17 is, are you going to promise us and make the companies put 17 Regi stered Merit Reporter
. Notary Public for aska
18 up front moniesto protect us up here? Thank you. 18
19 MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you. | would 19 My Conmi ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2012
20 liketo thank everybody for coming, spending your holiday 20
21 with usto provide very substantive and helpful comments 21
22 toassist usin preparing this environmental impact 22
23 statement. Just to let you know, we will try to make it 23
24 tomorrow to Nuigsut, then continue on to Kaktovik, 24
25 complete the Alaska scoping meetings at the end of the 25
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		welcome (2)

		wells (6)
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		what's (6)

		whatnot (2)

		whatsoever (1)
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		wide (2)

		wider (2)

		Wilderness (1)

		Wildlife (15)
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		willing (4)

		wind (8)

		winter (1)

		wintertime (1)

		wipe (1)

		wise (1)

		withdrew (2)

		within (7)

		without (7)

		wondering (1)

		word (3)

		words (1)

		work (28)

		worked (8)

		working (8)

		Works (2)

		world (3)

		worry (1)

		worse (2)

		worst (1)

		worst-case (1)

		worth (1)

		worthwhile (2)

		Wow (1)

		write (1)

		writing (2)

		written (3)

		wrong (7)



		Y

		year (12)

		years (19)



		Z

		zero (9)

		zone (5)

		zooplankton(2)
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		[sic] (1)








© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

2012- 2017 FI VE- YEAR SCOPI NG MEETI NG
FOR
PROGRAMVATI C ENVI RONVENTAL | MPACT STATEMENT
BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY NMANAGEMENT,
REGULATI ON AND ENFORCEMENT
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE | NTERI OR

Barrow, Al aska

Taken February 21, 2011
Commenci ng at 7:15 p. m

Volune | - Pages 1 - 85, inclusive

Taken at
| nupi at Heritage Center
Barrow, Al aska

Reported by:
Mary A. Vavrik, RWMR

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

A-P-P-E-A-RANGCE-S

Jeffery Loman

Deputy Regi onal Director

U. S. Departnent of the Interior

Bur eau of Ocean Energy Managenent, Regul ation
and Enf or cenent

Jim Kendal | , Ph.D.
Acting Regional Director
U S. Departnment of the Interior

Bureau of Ocean Energy Managenent, Regul ation
and Enf or cenent

Taken by: Mary A. Vavrik, RMR

BE I T KNOMNN that the af orenenti oned proceedi ngs were taken
at the tine and place duly noted on the title page, before
Mary A. Vavrik, Registered Merit Reporter and Notary

Public within and for the State of Al aska.

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

P-ROGEEDI-NGS

MR. JEFFERY LOVAN: Good eveni ng. Thank
you very much for comng. M nane is Jeffery Loman. |'m
t he Deputy Regional Director of the Bureau of Ocean Energy
Managenent, Regul ati on and Enforcenent in Anchorage. And
I'"mgoing to start by introducing some of our team nenbers
that are here tonight, starting with flying Tim

MR TIMHOLDER M/ nane's Ti m Hol der.
amw th BOEMRE based in Washington, D.C., and ny title is
Arctic liaison, and | keep track of environnmental issues.

MR MKE ROUTHHER M/ nane is M ke
Routhier. | work on environnmental analysis in the
Anchor age office.

MR STEVE TEXTORIS: |'m Steve Textoris.
Il'"min the sane bureau, Bureau of QOcean Energy Management,
Regul ati on and Enforcenent in Washington, D.C., and |I'm
the D.C. Acting Leasing Specialist, chief.

MR. BOB SEBASTI AN: Hi . ' m Bob
Sebastian. I'mvisiting fromthe GQulf Region office in
New Orl eans, and |'mcurrently working in Anchorage for a
coupl e of weeks as Acting Regi onal Supervisor for |easing
and environnment. Thank you.

MR MKE HALLER. Good evening. |1'm M ke
Haller. 1'mthe community |iaison for the Al aska Regi on.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Good evening. M nane's
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JimKendall. Up until January 1st | was the chief of the
environnental division for BOEMRE i n headquarters, but
since then I'"'mthe Acting Regional Director for the Al aska
OCS Regi on.

MR, JEFFERY LOVAN: And our court reporter
tonight is Mary Vavrik. | wanted to introduce ourselves
so that during the break, if we go a long tinme toni ght or
at the end of the neeting, you will be able to know who to
ask questions to. Sone people |like to ask questions
one-on-one after the neeting.

And that's what we are all here for. W are
here to | earn and answer your questions, especially about
the agency's effort to fulfill its requirenments under the
Quter Continental Shelf Lands Act, which requires us to
devel op a five-year programfor offshore oil and gas
| easing. And this programis for the years 2012 through
2017. And quite sinply, because this is considered a
maj or federal action pursuant to the Nati onal
Envi ronmental Policy Act, we are going to prepare an
envi ronnental inpact statenent, a programmtic
environnental inpact statement for that five-year program

It's a national program but we are probably
going to focus primarily on what you're concerned about,
and that's the Arctic.

In the Al aska OCS, the decision was made to put
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on the planning table for potential offshore oil and gas

| ease sales three areas: The Cook Inlet, which has been a
special interest only area in the last five-year plan. W
expect that that will remain the sane unl ess we hear
sonet hi ng that woul d be very surprising to us because
there hasn't been any interest expressed by industry or
anyone else, for that matter, for oil and gas leasing in
the Cook Inlet, other than the State of Al aska, and just a
general desire to keep it on the table. And so we go out
annually and we attenpt to find out whether or not there
is any interest in holding offshore oil and gas | eases in
the Cook Inlet. So that's that.

And nore inportantly tonight, seeing as we are
in Barrow, are the two areas in the Arctic that are on the
pl anni ng table: A planning area in the Beaufort Sea and a
pl anni ng area in the Chukchi Sea. As | think just about
everybody knows, there has been oil and gas | easing nore
extensively in the Beaufort Sea. There are current active
| eases in the Beaufort, not as many as there were at the
begi nning of this |last five-year planning period. There
have been quite a | arge nunber of relinquishnments in the
Beaufort Sea. Conpani es have relinquished their | eases.

And there are 460 | eases in the Chukchi Sea, all
gained fromone oil and gas | ease sale that took place in

February of 2008, Chukchi's | ease sale 193. There have
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been 30 exploration wells drilled in the Beaufort Sea.
There have been five exploration wells drilled in the
Chukchi Sea. There have been no exploration wells drilled
at all in the Alaska OCS in the | ast eight years, going on
nine years. Wth Shell's announcenent that they will not
nove ahead with exploration in this next open water
season, we w |l have gone at that point in time nine years
W th zero exploration Al aska's OCS, unprecedented tine
period of no exploration in the OCS in Al aska since the
very begi nning of exploration drilling in Al aska.

|"mjust going to say one just brief thing about
the planning areas in the Arctic. They are a clean sl ate.
Unli ke the past where the past Adm ni strati ons have
proposed to hold specific nunbers of oil and gas | ease
sal es in the Chukchi, for exanple, in the Beaufort, for
exanpl e, we have no preconceived anount, if any, oil and
gas |l ease sales in either of those planning areas. So
It's a blank slate. It basically starts really with the
no action decision not to hold any oil and gas | ease
sales, which is required to be anal yzed under the
provi sions of the National Environnmental Policy Act, NEPA

So what we are really here tonight for is to get
your comments about the potential for oil and gas | easing
in the years 2012 through 2017 in the Chukchi and the

Beaufort Sea. This is going to be our third public
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hearing. W plan on continuing on and holding a public
heari ng in Nui gsut and Kaktovi k and Anchorage. W were
weat hered out of Point Lay and Point Hope | ast week,
unfortunately.

Sone of the things that we have heard in
Kot zebue and Wai nwight, for exanple, is people are very
concerned about the lack of infrastructure, specifically
infrastructure to support oil spill response, |ack of
Coast QGuard presence, and specifically a port and a Coast
Guard base within close proximty or in the Arctic.
Peopl e are very concerned about that. People are very
concerned about a major oil spill in the Arctic and the
ability of industry to effectively clean it up. Fresh in
everyone's mnd is the Deepwater -- understandably, the
Deepwat er Horizon spill in the Gulf of Mexico.

And so we have heard extensive anounts of
concern with respect to industry's ability to respond
effectively to a mgjor oil spill in the kinds of
conditions that | know you are all aware of that exist iIn
the Arctic. 1In general, people think that it's very
I nportant for the Coast Guard to establish presence for
infrastructure to be in place before those kinds of risks,
the activities that would risk a major oil spill would
occur. People have told us that in all of the

communi ti es.
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At the sanme tinme, people have said that they
support responsi ble offshore oil and gas activities,
devel opnent, the extraction of those resources, but only
if it can be done safely and environnental ly responsi bly.
Those are the primary things we have heard. And
If there aren't any questions about the Nati onal
Envi ronmental Policy Act, what it nmeans, the Quter
Conti nental Shelf Lands Act, | think nost of the fol ks
here under stand what those provisions call for. That's
why we are here. But if you have any questions, please
feel free to ask. W would be happy to answer those
questions. Any ot her questions about the five-year
pl anni ng process, we wll be happy to take those
questions. Please feel free to ask them now.  But
otherwise we will go ahead and take people's comments if
people would li ke to coment on the five-year proposal.
Yes, Robert.
MR. ROBERT SUYDAM My nane i s Robert
Suydam Just a clarification. Do you have a map show ng
where the active |leases are in the two -- in the two
Arctic planning areas?
MR JEFFERY LOVAN: Do we have it with us?
MR MKE HALLER Let ne -- |I'mnot sure
that | have it wth ne.

MR. JEFFERY LOVAN. We have been using
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t hem as handout s.

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM It seens |ike that
woul d be hel pful for kind of considering what | eases may
need to go forward here in the next five-year plan.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN:  Well, you nean which
| eases wll still be active?

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM How many active | eases
there are now and whether there is need for additional
| easi ng or what not .

MR JEFFERY LOVAN: Right. If you could,
share that and pass it around so people can get an idea.
Those nmaps are available on-line in addition to the
handout if you want to ook at themlater. | would just
say, because | was going to nention this, the Chukchi Sea
sal e 193 proposal had several alternatives. The existing
pl anning area, the one that they held the | ease sale in,
has a 25-m | e exclusion zone between the coast and the
pl anni ng ar ea.

There was another alternative that was
consi dered but not adopted, and that called for a w der
excl usion zone, 50 mles. And that was reconmmended by the
resource agencies, Fish & Wldlife Service and the
Nati onal Marine Fisheries Service. Secretary of the
Interior at the tine did not adopt that proposal, but

after the | ease sale was said and done, what we saw were
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| eases -- except for three. They happen to be Conoco
Phillip |l eases -- but there were three | eases that
protruded into that | arger exclusion zone.

So what does that nean? It neans we canme very
close to ending up with the alternative that was
recomrended by Fish & Wldlife Service and NMFS. W did
get a recommendation to -- fromone of the folks in one of
t he scoping neetings on this round to adopt that w der
excl usi on zone for any future oil and gas | easing and --

i n the Chukchi Sea.

So what is proposed does not al ways end up bei ng
reality. There were many nore oil and gas | ease sal es
proposed in this |last five-year plan that did not occur.
If you renenber, probably for those of you that have
attended sone of these neetings a couple years ago on the
Arctic multi-sale, sale 209, sale 211, sale 214 -- not
14 -- 211, 217, 221, two in the Beaufort, two in the
Chukchi, those sales were canceled. So -- and then in the
North Al eutian Basin, sale 214, that was conpletely
cancel ed and this Adm nistration has decided not to
i nclude the North Aleutian Basin, or Bristol Bay, for any
offshore oil and gas | easing activities whatsoever.

So the agency did a five-year plan, had nany
nore oil and gas | ease sal es adopted, but did not in the

end end up holding all of those oil and gas | ease sal es.
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Any ot her questions about NEPA, OCSLA, Nati onal
Environmental Policy Act, Quter Continental Shelf Lands
Act, or about our five-year planning process?

" msorry. She will need your nane. |f you
have anything in witing, like if your coments are in
witing, then you can | eave them Mary wants them

MR. ROY AHVAOCGAK: Thank you. M nane is
Roy Ahmaogak. M/ last nane is AHMA- OGA-K I'ma
resident of Barrow. |'malso a citizen of the United
States and, of course, Al aska.

On your five-year plan that you are going to be
having, with the stuff that occurred in the Gulf of Al aska
[sic], you know, wasn't there stringent neasures that they
had to follow, |ike blowout preventers? |'mpretty sure
that they did their homework on the bl owout preventers.
You know, up here in the Arctic Qcean, it's shallow and
what happened down there was deep. The shall ower the
water, the nore the oil is going to spread even if there
was an oil spill. | nean, wasn't the industry supposed to
t ake stringent nmeasures and, you know, do their honework?
|'"mpretty sure that, you know, bl owout preventers work,
but we don't hear about them worKki ng.

Wier e does -- where does your agency stand on
the industry's technology? | just -- |I'mjust curious,

you know, because it's so shallow up here, having a major
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bl owout is just going to cover the whole ocean. There is
no doubt about that. You had Deepwater Horizon down
there. It was massively deep, you know. That's -- |
wanted to ask that question, what -- what is your agency
going to do or has done on the technol ogy that oi

i ndustry has saying that it's -- they cannot have an oi
spill? And | ook what happened. Thank you.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN: We have done sone
things right off the bat, including change our nane. And
| don't nmean that just to be funny. The Adm nistration
wants to create an agency that can restore the public's
trust. That's the overarching goal. But at the end of
this year, the proposal is to create two separate
agencies: The Bureau of Ocean Energy Managenent and the
Bureau of Safety and Environnental Enforcenent. The
Bureau of Safety and Environnmental Enforcenent will focus
exclusively on regulating the industry on well control.

And when you think about it, I think we all
woul d agree that an oil spill in general is unacceptable
Iin the Arctic. |It's unacceptable anywhere, but it's
really unacceptable in the Arctic. A mgjor oil spill |ike

t he Deepwater Horizon is unfathomable in the Arctic. And

so the way that you are not going to have one -- it's
like -- it's like guns. You wll never shoot yourself if
you never point your gun at yourself. Wll, if we focus
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on well control and we do everything to force industry to
| nprove, enhance their well control capability, that's the
prevention of an oil spill that we are -- that we are
seeking. And so that's our goal.

And this new agency with its exclusiveness, its
very narrow responsibility, the hope is that it wll be
nmuch nore capable of doing it. The equipnent, all studies
and eval uations, including the Presidential Comm ssion's
report are comng out. There was nothing wong with the
equi pnrent. It was conplacency. The primary cause of the
spill was conpl acency.

MR TODD SFORMO  Todd Sfornmo. My
question, sort of going along wwth M. Ahnmaogak's
question, was in this upcomng -- in this updated 2012
plan, will you still be using the sane definition of a
| arge -- however you define a large oil spill, will you
still be using that previous definition of what it takes
to be a large oil spill, or wwll you be using sonething
that's nore maybe realistic, |like the Gulf of Mexico
spill?

MR, JEFFERY LOVAN. W expect it to be
| arger, but not just because there was a large spill in
the Gulf of Mexico. It would be | arger because we know
nor e about these planning areas: The geol ogy, sone

historical information fromdrilling that took place, for
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exanple, in the Klondi ke well, other things are taken into
account. And we expect worst-case di scharge scenarios to

be, in sonme areas that we expect exploration, to be pretty

| ar ge.

MR, TODD SFORMO Can you give a specific?

MR. JEFFERY LOVAN: No, because |'Il| get
it wong. But larger than, | think, we have seen before.
That's what the resource geologists tell ne. | saw a
hand.

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM Robert Suydam agai n.
Just a followup to Todd's question. In previous NEPA
docunents, MVS didn't evaluate -- didn't include the
evaluation of a large oil spill in their assessnents
because they stated the chances -- the probabilities of an
a large oil spill happening were so slim Is that the

approach that BCEMRE is going to take now or are they
using a different approach?
MR. JEFFERY LOVAN: | think it's safe to

say in one of the environnental reviews between the

five-year plan and the actual exploration, there wll be
an analysis of a large oil spill that will include a
nunber that will be very credible, at |east one full-blown
anal ysis, which will include projections on potenti al

damage, the ability to respond, clean up, and the anount

t hat woul d be cl eaned up, and those kind of things that go
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along wth that kind of analysis, yes.

MR. BEN GREENE: Ben G eene, for the
record. | want to nitpick on one of the words that you
just used in your answer there, and that word is
"analysis." So |ooking at the March 2010 GAO report, a
report that you're certainly famliar wth, | ooking at
then MM inplenmentation of NEPA, at the tine MVS stated
that it would respond to this and actually have turned
into the federal governnent a full report or a gui debook
of its NEPA inplenentation conpleted by, |I think, Decenber
31, 2010.

We haven't seen anything comng out there, and I
was just | ooking for an update for whether that docunent
Is forthcom ng or not.

And as long as | have the m crophone, 1'll trail
on Robert's question a little bit and --

MR, JEFFERY LOVAN: Hang on. Let's get
sonebody from Washington, D.C. to answer that question.
Who vol unteers from Washington, D.C.? No one.

DR. JIM KENDALL: It's noving forward. A
| ot of the docunent has been conpleted. There are nany
chapters that are being witten right now, but it is quite
an undertaki ng, and we are pushing forward as fast as we
can. We want to make sure that what is released to the

public is sound and correct.
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MR. BEN GREENE: Does it nmke sense to
nove forward with the discussion of tonight's
conversation, the programmatic EI'S, w thout that docunent
bei ng fi ni shed?

DR JI M KENDALL: That is deci ded way
above us, but this current five-year plan ends in 2012,
and the Secretary cannot consider any | easing unless there
I's anot her five-year plan in place. So we still have tine
to get the NEPA gui debook conpleted. W are noving toward
that the sane way we are instructed to continue with the
devel opnent of the next five-year plan.

MR. BEN GREENE: Thank you.

MR. JEFFERY LOVAN:. D d you have anot her
part ?

MR. BEN GREENE: Well, | was going to ask
whet her in the programmatic EI'S that had just begun,
whet her the CEQ al so had an investigation of the Deepwater
Hori zon specifically | ooking at MVE' i nplenentation of
NEPA as applied to the Macondo well. And that
I nvestigative report had sone pretty strongly-worded
recommendations in terns of what the federal agency needs
to consider in its NEPA docunentation.

And one of the things that the North Sl ope
Borough is very concerned about are significant

t hr eshol ds. That is, what are the threshol ds that
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determ ne whet her a particular federal agency w |l pursue
an EI S versus an EA. Now, | understand we are talking
about a programmatic EIS here. So the question of EAis a
little bit in the background, although certainly tiering
fromthis EIS will becone a |large part of the next steps
to work toward | ease sales. So | wanted to ask whet her
BCEMRE wi Il be considering that CEQ i nvestigation and the
report in this current EI S

MR, JEFFERY LOVAN. Yeah. The -- yes, the
answer is yes. The answer to CEQ gui dance, our NEPA fol ks
met with CEQ | don't know if CEQ initiated that
effort --

DR JI M KENDALL: Yes.

MR, JEFFERY LOVAN. O course. And CEQ is
taking an interest in all of our NEPA work. | can tel

you that we had a conference call wth themat their

request to go over in detail like |I've never seen it.
|"ve worked for three federal agencies. | did NEPA work
for all three. 1've never seen that kind of scrutiny from

CEQ in any other context. And | worked on controversia
and conpl ex projects, did EAs and El Ses for hazardous
waste facilities and hog farns and relicensi ng hydropower
projects and all kinds of different things that -- where
there was litigation and et cetera, but have never seen

this kind of scrutiny. | won't say scrutiny. Oversight.
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CEQ is paying very close attention to our NEPA
conpliance. And with respect to guidance, what | think
you Wi ll end up seeing in the NEPA inpl enentation
procedures, except for a few idiosyncrasies that are
uni que to our agency, the guidance has al ready been
witten. As you know, al nost every federal agency has
NEPA i npl enent ati on procedures, handbooks. And there is a
weal t h of gui dance.

And with respect to the five-year plan, | know
we are going to do this better than any other five-year
pl an because the North Sl ope Borough is going to be a
cooperati ng agency.

MS. DOREEN LAMPE: Good evening. M nane
Is Doreen Lanpe. |I'd like to ask this question that |
asked your staff this afternoon. And this has been
getting worse and worse every year. FEvery tinme the oi
conpani es conme up here and they create a new pi peline,
they create a new pad for devel opnent, they create areas
where the Native hunters are prohibited fromcarrying
firearns, and we are continuously |osing nore and nore
ground to oil and gas devel opnent and infrastructure.

And AEWC has been the sole entity to try and
cone up with a nechanismwhere we can tell the oi
conpanies tinme out. W need a tine-out to catch our

subsi st ence resources, our natural resources that we have
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depended on for all our existence. MV did not do their
job. | was appalled at the news stories about MVS, the
bri bes that they got fromthe oil conpanies.

| CAS had to sue MVS because there was just too
much goody, goody two-shoe connections between MMVS and the
oil conpanies. W had to sue to get our voices heard.
AEWC has been working hard to create a mechanismto tell
t hese oil conpanies that you allowto drill for oil and
gas on these | ease sales that you permt and allow to
happen. You allow it to happen. That is a big inpact
already. Is it inthe EIS? No, | don't think so. 1Is it
in any draft EIS? No.

You just thank AEWC for doing your job. That is
a big inpact on all our coastal villages. And I'm
appal l ed that you guys are already com ng back up here so
soon. The sole survivor of the GQulf of Mexico Deepwater
Hori zon said he tried to warn the oil conpanies. He tried
to warn them the governnent. Wo was there to |listen at
t he governnent? They are getting big fancy bribes from
them They turn the other cheek. Who is there to |isten
to the little guy? Wo?

Wiere is those field inspectors that you
prom sed all these people? You are going to have a great
new system W don't even -- haven't even net your field

I nspectors yet, and you are already com ng back up here
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w th sone kind of a grandi ose plan, that zero tol erance
crap. That does not work.

You try and tell these oil conpanies to cone up
here Decenber, January, February. Tell themto cone up
here. Stay out there in their |ease sale for one week.
See how they are going to survive in that weather out wth
that ice comng in, janm ng our coast up, south w nd
bringing all that jamin there, ivu.

| want to know when you guys are going to take
the ball and run and carry that CAA agreenment on your
shoul ders. Wiy do you put the burden on the I nupiat
people? That is your burden. That is the inpact you
created. That inpact is hurting our conmunities. And are
they in the inpact statenents, your proposed ones? No,
not hi ng.

And that | one survivor of that Deepwater

Hori zon, who did he have to go to for you guys to finally
listen? O all the problens that he figured out what was
goi ng wong and he barely junped out and lived to tell the
tale. What a mracle. God blessed mracle, that man.
Not for the oil conpanies. That man, | don't know if you
oi | conpany peopl e have banned hi mfrom even ever worKking
agai n, but you guys need to take the ball. You guys need
to inplenent the CAA.  You guys are the one permtting

this and allowng it, and we are feeling the inpacts. And
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sone of these oil conpanies don't even want to sign on
anynor e.

And | want to know who are your field
i nspectors. \Who are your enforcers? | want to neet them
bef ore you conti nue any of these neetings. And this one
bad weat her cancel ed how many of your village trips?
Every single one on the west side of Barrow. One little
storm And you guys want to go up here and sell nore
| ease sal es.

The National Coast Guard Commander Thad All en,
he cane up here before that incident happened. He net
wth our tribes. He had a governnment to gover nnent
consultation with our tribes. He was |ooking for a safe
harbor in case of storns. He was checking out the North
Sl ope Borough inventory of the search and rescue aircrafts
and hangar and helicopters. And they were inpressed with
what little they saw. Very little.

And the incidents that should happen up here,
nobody from Texas, Louisiana, they are not going to be
able to bring up their ships and put out no bl owout well.
It's going to be only the U S. Coast Guard. How nmany
commer ci al vessel s you guys have proposed in the begi nning
was only one. And after how many nunerous cries in
nmeeti ngs you guys are barely struggling to get two up

here. That's not how Shell G| should be doing business
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in the first place, and you guys had permtted it and
allowed it.
| want to know when you guys are going to take

the ball and carry on the efforts for CAAs before you do
any nore | ease sales. That should not be the job of ABEWC.
No. That's your job, MVB, BOEMRE, whatever. W are
I npacted. We are not on the inpact statenents.

MR. JEFFERY LOVAN: Did you want nme to
answer those questions? Wich one?

M5. DOREEN LAMPE: CAA

MR JEFFERY LOVAN: CAA is an interesting
dilenma. 2007, the agency did an environnental assessnent
for exploratory drilling proposed by Shell. W were
challenged in the Ninth Grcuit Court, and the court ruled
agai nst the agency, found that it had not conplied with --
fully with the provisions of the National Environnental
Policy Act, and said this: They said that the agency
couldn't rely on the provisions in the CAA Conflict
Avoi dance Agreenent. |It's an agreenent to avoid conflicts
bet ween oil and gas activities and subsi stence activities.
And the court said that the agencies, neither then MVS or
t he National Marine Fisheries Service, could rely on it
because it wasn't a party to the agreenent, and there was
nothing that it could do if the agreenent wasn't reached

or breached.
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Then the court w thdrew that decision. And
Shell withdrew their exploration plan, and the court never
I ssued a new decision. But they issued that deci sion.

So what does that nean? It kind of neans, well,
in my opinion -- and it's just ny opinion. It weakened
the ability of the CAA to be effective. But the CAA the
Court still found that it was an agreenent between the
I ndustry that signs it, particular conpanies, and the
AEWC. And so the Court didn't go into whether or not that
was binding with respect to giving the AEWC the ability to
hol d the conpanies legally responsi ble for any breach of
that agreenent. Didn't go into that. Just said, then,
MVB, our agency, and the National Marine Fisheries Service
couldn't rely on it for mtigation.

It is the | aw under the Marine Manmmal Protection
Act that the agencies, ny agency, NVFS, that enforces the
Mari ne Mammal Protection Act or any agency can't approve
anything or allow anything to occur that would prohibit
the stock -- in the case of whales, for exanple, the stock
from bei ng avail abl e for subsistence. That's a provision
in the Mari ne Manmal Protection Act to specifically
protect subsistence activities. And we intend to conply
with that provision and every other provision of the
Mari ne Manmmal Protection Act.

And we intend to make sure that industry doesn't
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unreasonably interfere wth subsistence activity of any
kind. And we think it's significant, and significant with
respect for the purposes of NEPA that if any comrunity
is -- their whaling activities are disrupted for even one
season, that's significant.

So Ben asked a question earlier -- maybe it was
Robert -- sonebody, or both. Everybody is pointing -- you
are rai sing your hand, sonebody is pointing at you. Ckay.
Wiere is the -- what does the agency consider significant,
significant harmto the human environnent. One disruption
of whaling for one season by anyone, even only one
comunity, that's significant. That's the bar. W won't
approve anything that will disrupt whaling to any one
community for any one whaling season.

M5. EMVA PCKON: Can you clarify what you
mean by disrupt? |Is that one day or the entire season of
the hunt? What? |'m Emma Pokon. |I'mw th the Borough.
| just was wondering if you could expand on what you neant
by di srupt.

MR. JEFFERY LOVAN: Disrupt as in taking
away the ability to whale during that season one day. W
hope that it doesn't happen for one day. W certainly
woul dn't knowi ngly allow industry to disrupt for one day
but, you know, cone back and say they disrupted whaling

for one day, they crossed the bar, | think that's -- you
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are getting -- you are getting close to where the
reasonable line lies there.

1985, Shell admits they disrupted whaling. W
woul dn't allow that to occur again, those activities. And
t he whal i ng captains and the people that were here, the
whal i ng crews, they all know what happened then, and those
ki nds of activities by oil and gas would not be authorized
by our agency agai n.

M5. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  Qur
communi ti es have worked on these processes for a |long
time. There is a lot of concern that has been expressed
t hrough generations. There al so been generati ons of
I npacts that have occurred and multiplied throughout this
process. W have expressed concerns about health that
have affected us. Air quality changes and conti nued
em ssions related to the burned gas. W have expressed
concerns about changes to the water affecting fish
m gration passages. W have conpl ai ned about concerns to
changes to the land affecting mgratory patterns of
aninal s that we depend on; yet nmany of our concerns have
not been taken to the heart of the understandi ng about
t hese i ssues.

Your discussion in response only hei ghtens ny
concern that it's not appropriate wth your understandi ng

as to what our inpacts are. Wen we have one day of
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weat her appropriate for whaling and it's preventing a
successful harvest, that is very devastating to sone of
our village comunities that rely on these resources for
t he nourishnment of our famlies for the winter season to
conme. Wen you have nultiple species inpacted and
affecting nultiple famlies in these processes, that's

al so very devastating to our conmmunities when we are
trying to give our famlies a variety of nutritions from
the varieties of food that are necessary for our bodies to
consune in the ways that we consune themw th the health
needs that we have.

We have had changes that have affected the
health of sone of our foods already. Early discussions
related to historic devel opnents and contanm nants
affecting fish and the way that this informati on was
presented to our communities was also very bad in the
process. Taking a whole year to get it to the right
community that was closest to the i npact was not
appropriate, as well as the design of the study not
| ooking at the way that our famlies consune these fish
and the way that it affects our sharing of these
resources, having the good new first tastes fromthe
grandparents to the grandchil dren, devel opi ng the sharing
of these resources to learn the varieties of the body

parts that we consune in our processes. All of these
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things are very inportant.

Teaching our famlies these stories of howto
prepare these things, but yet the value within the process
that is put before us does not take all of these factors
into consideration in this process. And many of these
things |l ead to other reactions and social reactions and
negativity and ot her downtrodden efforts that cause a | ot
of conflict.

But when we were working constantly and trying
to communi cate all these efforts and they are never
enf orced upon -- many of the docunents that you have put
forward have changed all of our |ayers of understandi ng
what's supposed to be done in one area versus another area
wth who is supposed to be receiving these concerns in the
right level in order to create a reaction that prevents
| oss of harvesting and the sharing of these things. Wen
we are having to constantly work in an effort to get the
communi cation to the process and naking sure that all of
the stories that go wwth it affect the decisionnaking,
It's inpossible because it's been broken down into so many
fragmentati ons, as well as your processes of dealing with
t hese devel opnents.

You put sonme of these devel opnent plans with
m ni mal scenarios, and yet all of the pieceneals that are

supposed to be | ooking at the process do not get put into
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the studies that | ook at sone of these inpacts, all of

t hese things affect how we deal with this process. W get
a |l ot of anger and frustration. W get a | ot of
repercussions in our daily lives as we are walking into
our stores and into our churches because we have peopl e

t hat have had inpacts to this process.

| went to seven villages on the North Sl ope | ast
year, and | had concerns at every comunity of health of
our foods, of our resources affecting the health of our
people. W share these stories over and over in various
ways, but where does it go? And the |ayers of the
processes to effect changes that prevent sone of these
| npacts.

You tal ked about some of the ways things have
been done and, yes, it's a flaring of an understanding,
but it's not a full understanding that you have. Unless
we are continually there educating you in the process,

t hen your understandi ng gets changed and your process of
continuing wwth others in these deci si onnmaki ng processes,
you only give ne greater concern. There is a |ot of
concern that's already there. The breakdown of these
processes in trying to allow us to effectively be invol ved
in the process is not working very well. It's only
causing us a |lot of pain.

W have needs to continue our traditional and
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cultural activities in spite of the changes that are being
proposed with your efforts to cone here in these
processes, yet the risks are with us. W cannot allow the
way that it has been broken down to continue. Industry's
control of the research process, industry's
self-nonitoring cannot continue. W need to have a better
process in these factors because it's not a good enough
process.

The failures that are being denonstrated, the
rural designation of some of the processes of the
pi pelines and howit's being nonitored, the failures of
this process to effectively nonitor Al pine. W already
had | eaks there. |It's one of your newer snuall footprints
In the sand, and yet the hours to nonitor and effectively
deal with this process we still have | eakages occurri ng.
Year after year we still have multiple sites that are
| eaki ng, and yet our nonitoring systemis only getting to
one to ten percent of the |eakages.

Those kind of failures of these type of
regul atory efforts are really concerning. But the bigger
thing is we worked really hard to get a heal th inpact

assessnent. The failure to get this into a good process

so that it assesses on the ocean -- it needs to be done.
It started in various layers in the past. It's never been
conpleted. It needs to be done as part of this process.
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It cannot be a weekend assessnent that we got w th NPRA
It needs to be a better health inpact assessnent. There
is better nechanisns on the Internet on the international
| evel than what we have in our assessnent.

Al so, the tools to get all of the responses to

be true abilities to respond instead of stories and pl ans

on paper need to be done. | watched what happened with
the aulf. | went down and toured the spill. It only gave
the stories of our Elders that said these plans will fail

reassurance that we know what we are tal king about. They
were failures in many ways. W know that efforts putting
boom out there is not going to work the sane up here.

I nches of ice is going to disrupt that.

The environnent that we have is changi ng so
rapidly. Your ability to |look at research that's been
done over generations versus what's really occurring right
now i n our environment is very different. They have to be
conti nued, updated, nonitored and assessed and reassessed.
And we don't have the nechanisns in place to allow us to
effectively nonitor it or assess it.

Thank you.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN: Thank you, Rosenary.
MR, ROBERT SUYDAM First 1'"d |like to say
t hanks to Doreen and Rosenary and Roy for their heartfelt

comments here. And the concern that they expressed is one
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that we of wildlife managenent for the Borough hear on a
regul ar basis. So even though BOEMRE nay not be feeling
very wel cone at the nonent, we haven't done a good job of
sayi ng welcone to Barrow. And thank you, you know, Jim
especially you, for comng up as an Acting Director for
Al aska. W certainly appreciate your ear here in town as
well as in the other villages across the North Sl ope.
Thank you for you comng in. Bob, thanks for you com ng
up fromthe &Gulf. And I didn't catch your name, but you
are fromD.C. Thank you for comng, as well. Appreciate
it.

So even though | said thank you, | want to add a
couple of mnor criticisnms for requests for the future.
One is |'ve never been to a scoping neeting on a federal
hol i day, and it seens very peculiar that BOEMRE woul d be
havi ng a scopi ng neeting today, President's Day. So
avoi ding those in the future would be wort hwhil e.

| also ama little disappointed that there
aren't big maps on the wall show ng where the planning
areas are and show ng where the active | eases are. You
know, the map, while a little bit hel pful that's drawn up
here, it doesn't do a real good job of depicting where the
pl anni ng areas are and so future neetings having a good
map woul d be hel pful.

So | know that you are | ooking for advice from
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the comunities about the next five-year plan and what to
do for leasing. You have heard tonight, and |I'm sure you
have heard in other communities and you certainly wll in
t he future concerns about oil spills. And of course,
that's all because of what happened in the Gulf of Mexico.
So in ny opinion, that before any additional drilling
occurs up here, there really has to be a denonstration

that the oil conpanies are capabl e of preventing an oi

spill, or in the event that bad things happen, that they
are capable of cleaning up that oil spill, including a
maj or one.

Qbviously oil conpanies don't bear all the
burden when an oil spill, when a tragedy happens |ike
happened in the GQulf of Mexico. The Coast CGuard was
intimately involved. |'msure BOEMRE and Nati onal Marine
Fi sheries Service and ot her agencies were involved. And
Jeff, as you nentioned earlier, you know, there is
concerns about infrastructure. There aren't the airports;
there aren't harbors to help bring the equi pnent that
woul d be needed to clean up an oil spill. And all of that
needs to be renedi ed before additional work occurs in the
offshore and the Arctic Al aska.

In my opinion, there shouldn't be any leasing in
t he Chukchi or the Beaufort Sea in the next five years,

that there is quite a few active | eases. There have been
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probl ems with NEPA docunents. There have been probl ens
w th EPA docunents or assessnents, and it seens |ike the
governnent and the conpanies really need to sort out
t hose, get those -- get those environnmental assessnents
right, get those regul ations right before doing any nore
| eases, before allowing for drilling to go forward.

So | guess that's kind of ny overall general
comment. Maybe I'Il kind of give sone other folks a
chance to talk and then provide sone nore detail ed
comments here in alittle bit, as well.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN: If you have witten
comments, we can get theminto the record.

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM Thanks. [1'll have to
send those to Mary or Jim or sonebody.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN:  You don't have to read
them You can put themin the record.

MR, ROBERT SUYDAM  Yeah.

MR, TODD SFORMO  Todd Sforno. Foll ow ng
up on Robert's comments, you nentioned at the begi nning
there were 30 exploratory wells drilled in the Beaufort
side and five in the Chukchi side. And yet |I don't know
of any single agency that's able to track all of the
shipping that is occurring there. 1've talked to the
Coast Guard and ot her agenci es and conpani es, and yet all

of the shipping out there is not accounted for. So if
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there is a problemout there, how are -- how w || your
agency, you know, try to renedy this problen? | nean it
seens |like it's sonething that has to be accounted for in
your pl an.

MR, JEFFERY LOVAN. What ki nd of a problem
are you tal ki ng about ?

MR TODD SFORMO Well, | can't tell -- if
I -- 1 can't go to one single place to find out what kind
of shipping is going on, what ships are going through from
t he Chukchi to the Beaufort side.

MR, JEFFERY LOVAN: Tim what is the -- A
starts wwth an A?

MR TIM HOLDER: There is an Arctic
Marine -- well, I'll just try to speak | oud enough. There
is a docunent called the Arctic Marine Shipping
assessnent. It was adopted by the Arctic Council, which
Is made up of eight Arctic nations. They |abored very
hard to get a count of the shipping and where they are
going to and from but your point is well taken in that
there is no one central agency that's keeping track of
where -- where ships are going to and from Cbviously,
the general trend is rising exponentially in the last 15
years and destined to keep going in that direction. And
as tine goes forward, because of the nelting polar ice

cap, is just making all that increase over tine into the
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future.

However, the thing in the Gulf of Mexico is they
have way nore shi pping down there than there is up here.
l'"mnot sure -- that's one issue that | really didn't hear
a thing about during the Gulf spill was, you know, do
shi ps keep an eye out for the spill and try to go around
it or whatever. | know there was a spill on the
M ssissippi River, | think it was downriver from New
Ol eans, and caused a big clog in shipping for a few
weeks, and that really nmessed things up for a while. But
out there in the open water, | don't know. And up here
there is no -- your point is well taken. There is no
singl e agency that's responsi bl e.

MR. BEN GREENE: Thank you. Ben G eene.
And this will just be a very quick note. 1In the interest
of making your Barrow visit as productive as possible,
want to bring your attention -- and naybe you are al ready
aware -- but a very fascinating and relatively rare event
occurred al ong the coast right outside of Barrow just over
t he | ast weekend.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN: W noticed because we
were here | ast week.

MR. BEN GREENE: WMake sure to take a very
careful |look at the ivu. There are bl ocks of ice the size

of noderate-sized houses that were obviously pushed wth a
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great deal of force a significant distance. And so, good,
I'"mglad to hear that you got to see that. | just wanted
to bring that to your attention.

MR TIMHOLDER: 1'd like to coment on
that. We were here | ast week and we fl ew down from Barrow
to Wai nwight, and we saw what we thought was a pretty big
lead. It was, let's say, a quarter of a mle wde. Ww,
| ook at that. W were all comenting on it. Wen we cane
back the next day, the open water was just about to the
hori zon, and then Friday was the -- the w nd was bl ow ng

30 mles an hour fromthe west and southwest, and then it

becanme an ivu. So yeah, we were -- it was anazing to see
iIt. Kind of the lead up fromthe air really was
| Mpr essi ve.

MS. J. ST. VI NCENT: I'"'mJ. St. Vincent.

| have a question that was generated by listening to Roy
and Doreen and Rosemary that | hadn't thought about before
about subsi stence inpacts. Has anyone in your agency or
have you sent individuals or a teamto the Slope to stay
W th a subsistence activity during one season, |iKke
sonebody from your agency to be with the I nupiat people to
see what goes on during, say, one caribou harvest or one
whal i ng season so the agency woul d understand nore cl osely
what Rosemary woul d be tal ki ng about about what one day

could nean during whaling season? Has that happened?
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MR. JEFFERY LOVAN: Do you think that the
Deputy Regional Director should do that?

MS. J. ST. VI NCENT: I'd like to see the
Deputy Regional Director do it. 1'll take pictures.

MS. DOREEN LAMPE: Much of NEPA doesn't
apply to the Native hunter's ability to harvest. NEPA
doesn't apply for AEWC to enforce a CAA, but there are
ot her federal regulations, rules and regul ati ons t hat
apply that need to be enforced |i ke ANILCA and MVWA. Wo
wi |l be the Bureau of COcean Energy Managenent, Regul ation
and Enforcenent person who will be assigned to be our
advocate for our right to exist and not be left with a
dunp of industrial waste? |If it can't be enforced through
AEWC and the State level, it surely can be enforced at the
federal level. And | want to know who you are going to
assign to work with us on this.

MR, JEFFERY LOVAN. You nean by nane?

MS. DOREEN LAMPE: \Whatever. | nean, you
have got sone kind of a big, new ganme plan. W haven't
heard much about it. Al you want to do is hear from us,
and we haven't even heard your gane pl an.

MR, JEFFERY LOVAN. Ckay. Well, we would
be glad to explain the paraneters, the details of our
reorgani zation to the communities, to | CAS, to the other

tribes if people are interested in doing that. OQur
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community liaison is, directly fromthe job description,
an advocate of communities and especially federally
recogni zed tri bes through governnment to governnent
consul tation and through other --

MS. DOREEN LAMPE: But they have got no
muscles to enforce a CAA. | want to know who within the
enf orcenent agency can we work with to nmake this happen
and get those burden -- sone responsibilities off the
| ocal |evel.

MR, JEFFERY LOVAN. When a federal judge
says your agency has no ability to do anythi ng about those
provisions if they are breached or they can't be reached,
that was a problemthat cane out of that |awsuit that we
don't know how to overcone. W would be happy to work
with the communities and especially with the AEWC and
others in the whaling communities to reconcile that
problem but it exists. And being an advocate for the
communities, for the AEWC is one thing. Enforcing
provi sions or getting -- forcing industry to adopt
provisions in the CAAis sonething that is problematic.

MS. DOREEN LAMPE: \What's the biggest
probl em about it? Wat is it? You lack jurisdiction?
What is the biggest problenf

MR JEFFERY LOMAN: That's what the judge

said. Nothing you can do.
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MS. DOREEN LAMPE: But you are |easing the
ocean out there.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN: Not hing you can do if
it's not reached or if it's breached. | think
everybody -- at |east the people who belong to
organi zations that were plaintiffs in that case renenber
t hat court deci sion.

MS. DOREEN LAMPE: There is sone federa
regul ations that apply to ny right to live.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN: Certainly.

Envi ronmental justice and nmany ot her provisions under
federal environmental |aw and under the MVWPA all are part
and parcel to things that fall into that category. And we
want to protect your right to Iive and your environnent
and your --

MS. DOREEN LAMPE: And subsist. M right
to life and subsist --

MR. JEFFERY LOVAN. And subsi st.

MS. DOREEN LAMPE: -- because the way you
guys deal wth us, you just say zero tolerance. You are
so very nmuch pro oil devel opnent that you guys don't even
really seriously consider how to protect the Arctic Ccean.
There will be no access to no oil tree for your Coast
Guard or nobody else, for that matter, to get out there.

If there was an accident, that you guys would not be able
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to get out there and send all your hundreds of ships from
the Gulf of Mexico up to the Arctic. And that wll just
W pe out the whole Arctic Chukchi Sea migration route.

Al the whal es be dead.

And who is going to go to jail? W is going to
pay the fine? One captain went to jail for one year when
Barrow went over the quota Ilimt. Wwo is going to jail?
Who went to jail for BP? Wat happened to those hunman
bei ngs that |ive down there? Their rights were just
tranpl ed on.

M5. LOS EPSTEIN: Lois Epstein. [|I'man
engi neer wwth the WIl derness Society in Anchorage. And I
guess one coment | have is |'mhearing a | ot of
frustration here about whether there is any infornation
that could be provided to BCEMRE that might result in a
decision not to lease. 1|Is there any information that
woul d show that the difficulties of cleanup, the | ack of
enforcenent, the lack of ability to carry out the
provi sions of the Conflict Avoi dance Agreenent, any of
that mght be in and of itself for sone to say we
shoul dn't go forward? But what |'mhearing is that this
Is -- this is happening. And is there any type of data or
| egal problens or anything that could convince the
Adm ni stration? Maybe you could just give us a feel for

t hat .
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MR. JEFFERY LOVAN: There is a pl ethora of
things, a lot of themthat we tal ked about tonight. On
t he other hand, you have two -- roughly three billion
dollars worth of | eases in the Beaufort and Chukchi Sea
t hat bel ong to conpani es.

The United States governnent issued those
| eases, collected that noney. Those |essees have certain
rights. The resource estimates for the Chukchi Sea as
t hey anal yze data over again and to a minor extent gain
new data, those resource estimates are increasing. And
what may be | arger than the largest oil field on earth is
believed to be out there. That's on the other side of the
equat i on.

My job isn't to tal k anybody into anything here.
| like to answer questions. | try to stay out of
argunent s because as nuch as people may not think, | don't
work for conpanies. | don't advocate for their interests.
I work for the United States governnent, the Departnent of
the Interior, and for today the Bureau of Ccean Energy
Managenent, Regul ati on and Enforcenment. And this process
under the National Environnental Policy Act and tonight's
neeting is to get coments fromthe public on the notion
t hat one or nore offshore oil and gas | ease sal es woul d be
held in the Arctic in the Beaufort planning area and

Chukchi planning area that, quite frankly, has not been
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defined. | don't have a nmap because it's a blank slate
t oni ght .

And so at every neeting that we have held so

far -- and |'"'mquite certain that every neeting this
agency holds in Alaska -- | know a little bit about
neetings that this agency holds in Alaska -- there will be

even nore concerns in nore areas about hol ding offshore --
nore of fshore oil and gas | ease sales. Wether or not
there will be a totality of things that convince the
ul timate deci si onmaker not to hold any oil and gas | ease
sales, | don't know. | don't know. Maybe. That's ny
best guess. Maybe.

The deci si onmaker m ght even ask ne. What |
think is a less inportant than if the deci si onnaker asks
me what | heard during public scoping neetings. And ny

job is to tell that person exactly what all of you tell

me. And I'll do that, whether | agree with it or not.

["1l tell the truth. 1'll tell themexactly, as I

remenber it anyway. And | don't think |'mbiased. |I'm
not because | understand everybody's position here. | can

relate in nore ways than you can inmagine to the way peopl e
feel, even the ones that feel very strongly, even the ones
who are the nbost upset. | can relate to that.

So | don't have a problemw th telling the

deci si onnaker exactly what people told ne. And they have
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in the past, right before Chukchi Sea sale 193, asked the
question whether or not people in these communities in the
North Sl ope Borough felt that the oil conpanies could
clean up a major oil spill. Asked a whole room full of
peopl e that question. That's a question where they m ght
not like the answer. So it's real silent. And | had just
been up here and spoken to folks. Doreen renenbers and |
think a few ot her people renenber the first tine | cane up
here and managed neetings. So it was real easy just for
ne to say nho.

And then the next question was: Wll, can they?
And | said |I'd bet ny noney on prevention because the
worst day in the Arctic they will be lucky to stay alive,
nmuch I ess clean anything up. You don't have a lot of tine
to talk during those neetings, but | got the nessage
across. They held the oil and gas | ease sal e anyway.
That's -- you know, that's the decisionnmaker's shot to
call.

In the docunent, in the executive summary, |
woul d hope that these concerns, at |east the ones, the
concerns that are nost relevant to this five-year plan,
wll be articulated. | can nake sure that that happens.
| have -- | have quite a bit to say over what ends up in
our environnental documents. That can sway a

deci sionnaker. They are going to read that for sure.
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They are going to get a briefing on the docunent. |
f orgot how many pages our five-year programmatic El Ses
are. 2,0007?

MR, BOB SEBASTI AN: It's large.

MR, JEFFERY LOVAN: Yeah. And these
Assi stant Secretaries and the Secretary of the Interior,
there are just literally hundreds of environnental
docunents bei ng produced by people wthin their agency.
These are very inportant, and you can bet after the
Deepwat er Hori zon t hese deci si ons have the utnost
attention of the Secretary and the President. So those
decisions will be well thought this tine around.

And everything that has been said toni ght and
has been said in the previous neetings | think are al
conpelling reasons to not; but at the sanme tinme, people
said we need the econonmi c opportunities; the TransAl aska
Pipeline is in a decline, and without the offshore
contribution eventually wll stop flowng, and that's an

I nportant part of the econony. W have heard a little bit

of that at the neetings so far. W wll hear a |lot nore
i n Anchor age.
The majority -- this isn't a denocracy, but the

maj ority of the people in Al aska have been proponents of
offshore oil developnent. But it doesn't nmake any

difference. It's not a voting thing. And through
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litigation, through the public process, facilitated by
NEPA, through other efforts that agency heads have made to
hear what people have to say, | think it's pretty safe to
say, put that all together and that's why nine years wll
have passed and you will not -- and you have not seen one
single exploratory drilling project in Al aska's Quter
Continental Shelf. That has not ever happened since they
first started drilling in the OCS in Al aska, ever. They
went, | think, four or five years once in the md '80s.

There were two years when | believe there were
17 exploration wells one year and 17 exploration wells the
follow ng year. And one of themwas '85 when Shel l
di srupted whaling activities. So when you hear the
| eaders here in the North Sl ope say too nuch too fast too
soon, |I'msure that has sonmething to do with it. There
was too much going on too fast, and whaling was di srupted
for an entire community for an entire season. Shell
acknow edges it. It's no secret.

Robert. Thank you for raising your hand.

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM | figured |I'd get you
to stop talking for a while if |I raised ny hand. Lois
just nentioned a few things about the |ack of infornmation
i n the Chukchi planning area, such as limted ability to
clean up oil and other things. One thing that the North

Sl ope Borough has commented on in the past that we haven't
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really tal ked about tonight -- Jeff, | think you nentioned
It earlier on -- is that there is really alimtation in
t he anount of information in the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas
for maki ng wi se deci si ons.

Wt hout a doubt, MMS -- BOEMRE and MVS before
has spent a | ot of noney helping to collect inportant
I nformation, but the environnment has changed hugely. You
know, the ice has retreated. The ice is getting thinner.
And the environnent is changing in |lots of other ways.
And so even though we have got a lot of old infornation
it probably isn't pertinent to what's happeni ng now. So
we need to continue to collect informati on and do so as
rapidly as we can, especially if |ease sales are going to
be held and if oil conpanies are going to be permtted to
drill.

So l'd like to thank BOEMRE for the science
that's going on. | | ook forward to potenti al
col | aborati ons between the Borough and BCEMRE with regard
to science and coll ecting needed information, but we
definitely need to nove forward wth that.

The oil conpani es, of course, collect a |ot of
science, as well. They go out and | ook for nmarine manal s
and | ook for birds and neasure sounds that they are
putting into the water, and | think that's all really

positive. However, they keep their information private.
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They don't share it with people.
Sure, they wll summarize it and give people the

summaries, but if BOEMRE is going to allow Shell and

Conoco Phillips and Stat G| and other conpanies to go out
on the ocean and col |l ect environnental data -- not
necessarily the seismc data or drilling data, but the

envi ronnental data about what's happening in the water or
on the water, that that information should be required to
be made public; the data, not necessarily just the
reports; that other people should have the right to be
able to look at that information without having to try to
interpret what the oil conpani es have done in sunmari zi ng
t he dat a.

So the scientific process needs to be nuch nore
transparent than it currently is or has been for decades
up here.

In the past -- well, also related to kind of
studies is the issue of cunulative inpacts. This is kind
of what Todd was tal king about a nonent ago about ship
traffic. Al the ships that are noving through the Arctic
are putting a lot of sound into the water, and that sound
has the potential to deflect bowheads or bel ugas or other
animal s away from areas where they used to be hunted or
areas where they feed or rest or calve.

And so we need to better understand cumul ati ve
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I npacts. And in order to do that, we have to have a good
archive of information about what the human activities
were out there. W need to know all the ships. And nost
of the ships that are out there are oil and gas conpani es,
but there is others, too. W need to have good

I nformati on about the human activities in the Beaufort and
Chukchi Sea pl anning area, and we need that information to
assess cunul ati ve i npacts.

On top of that, we also know that the
expl oration activities in Canada, especially in the
eastern Beaufort Sea and in Russia in the western Chukchi
Sea, that oil exploration is increasing there, too. And
so BOEMRE needs to make sure they are talking to their
Canadi an counterparts and Russian counterparts to be aware
of the information about activities that are going on
t here so when you do the NEPA anal ysis of cunul ative
I pacts, you can actually do a reasonabl e job of assessing
them not just listing them out, but assessing what the
cunul ative inpacts mght be to the biol ogy of bowhead
whal es, bel ugas, or other aninals.

And then one other comment that | want to make
is that in the past there have been deferral areas in the
Beaufort Sea for whaling. There was one around Barrow.
There was one around Cross Island for the Nuiqsut hunters

and there was one around Kaktovi k. And currently those
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deferral areas around Kaktovi k and Barrow are still in
place. But, | don't know, maybe five or ten years ago the
deferral area around Cross Island was renoved. And I

t hi nk that was di sappointing. And | think that BOEMRE
shoul d seriously consider putting that deferral area back
in place. Obviously there are | eases that have al ready
been sold there, and I'm not suggesting that necessarily

t hose | eases be bought back, but don't offer any nore

| ease tracts in the deferral area around Cross Island in

t he next five-year plan.

And this really gets to kind of what Doreen is
trying to get at is, |like, sure, the CAA betwen oil
conpani es and the AEWC can't be used by the federal
governnent to enforce, you know, disturbance issues
related to mari ne manmal s, but you guys can do sonet hi ng.
You can do things to nmake sure that marine mammal s are
avai l able to hunters in the areas where they have been in
the past. A deferral area or tine in area closures are
certainly things that should be considered in an EIS for
t he Beaufort and Chukchi Sea pl anni ng ar eas.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN: Robert, what kind of
an exclusion zone in Cross Island would you reconmend, the
sane one that was there before or bigger?

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM To tell you the truth

I don't renmenber exactly what was there before, but
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talking to the Nuiqsut hunters would be the best road to
take. The other piece of information that would be
valuable is the study that you hel ped fund, and | think
Shell nmay have hel ped fund part of it, as well, which is
the M chael Galganaitis study on | ooking at tracks of
where the hunting crews went when they were out whaling,
and that information will provide |ots of good details
about where boats go.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN: Sci ence that industry
has today that you know that is conplete that you would
| i ke and haven't been able to obtain, can you nane
anyt hi ng?

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM Everything. They
won't provide any of their data in ternms of sone of the
cont am nant s dat a.

MR, JEFFERY LOVAN. Can you send to ne via

e-mail the specifics, and then we will try to see if we
can just -- | nean, you know, pick, |ike, your top to
start with, top three things and then we will go to work

just to see how we do.

MR, ROBERT SUYDAM That woul d be
fantastic. It's always been problematic that the
conpanies are willing to baseline -- they are willing to
share summari zed i nformati on but not the raw data, wth

one exception, and that exception is BP. And they have
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been nore than wlling to share the data with us. So
despite their problenms in the Gulf of Mexico and on the
North Slope in sone cases, froma science perspective they
have been quite willing to work with us and be very
transparent in their science, except seismc data.

MR. JEFFERY LOVAN: Well, proprietary data
we wll have little luck wwth, and we mght go to jail if
we give it up.

MR GEOFF CARROLL: My name is CGeoff
Carroll. And | have been a wildlife biologist on the
North Sl ope for over 30 years. |'ve worked for the
Nat i onal Marine Fisheries, the North Sl ope Borough, and
currently Al aska Departnent of Fish & Gane. |1'mgoing to
be speaking as a private citizen, and these don't
represent the views of any agency.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN: Fair enough.

MR, ROBERT SUYDAM He just doesn't want
to get fired.

MR, CGEOFF CARROLL: Okay. I1'd like to

t hank you al so for coming up here and getting people's

I nput and opinions on this very inportant subject. First
I have a question and then |I'll have a few comments. The
question is, you know, with the Gulf of Mexico spill, what

we observed was a situation where there have been al

t hese amazi ng advances on their ability to drill. They
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were drilling in five mles of water and goi ng way down
and going a | ong way beyond that. And there have been
amazi ng advances in that technol ogy, but when there was a
spill, it was |like back to the Dark Ages. | nean, there
have been no advances really in oil spill cleanup.

And kind of a question is, is there a push
w t hin your agency to sonehow advance the research and
devel opnent in oil spill cleanup techni ques?

MR JEFFERY LOVAN:  Well, there is
probably a bigger push now than there has been maybe ever
within this agency, ny agency. | personally, though --
|'ve cleaned up snmall oil spills when | worked for the
Navy Public Works Center in San Diego. Never |arge oi
spills on the water. |'mnot optimstic that there is
goi ng to be sone nassive advance here. | haven't given it
a lot of thought, but there has been a | ot of great people
that -- including sone fanous people, the actor -- |
forgot his nane, the good-|ooking fellow and whatnot that
have worked on it.

And so, you know, things are -- necessity is the
not her of invention, but we haven't seen nuch. And we
have been cl eaning up things we spill on our floor the
sane old way. Maybe nore wasteful than we used to. W
used to use a rag; now we use throw away stuff. But |

don't think you are going to ever see sone gizno that you
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can throw out there on the water -- maybe |I'm w ong.
hope I"mwong -- but |I'mdoubtful that there is going to
be significant advances.

And really when you think about it, especially
in the Arctic and especially given the causation for the
Deepwat er Hori zon -- the causation prinmarily is
conpl acency, the opposite of which is vigilance. And only
11 people died. A lot nore could have. They had a | ot of
personal reasons to be vigilant, and they weren't.

There is -- there are -- | think your well
control enhancenent, other prevention, a regulatory regine
that is both feared and respected, things that are
| ongst andi ng notivators of vigilance wll negate the need
for sone new inventions in spill response, but that's just
my opinion. Sorry. Long answer.

MR, GEOFF CARROLL: GCkay. Thank you. You
know, |, along with a ot of North Sl ope people, you know,
we really do appreciate the econom c benefits that
petrol eum devel opnent has brought, and we woul d probably
li ke to see this continue, but however, we want to see
this done with as little negative inpact to the peopl e,
the wildlife and the rest of the environment as possible.

And | m ght have kind got off on the wong track
In nmy coments here. Basically | saw this as a scopi ng

neeting, so right now they are suggestions of topics |I'd
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| i ke to see covered when you wite your environnental
| npact statenent and, you know, devel op your five-year
plan. So you know, okay.

When we hear about offshore devel opnent,
probably the first thing that conmes to mnd is the risk of
an oil spill. W knowthat oil spills are quite possible.
We' ve seen huge devastating oil spills in Prince WIIliam
Sound and the Gulf of Mexico. W also know that they're
very difficult to clean up and that they have many
I npacts.

There are several aspects about the Arctic, such
as ice-covered waters, the cold, the dark, distance to
Infrastructure that make it extrenely difficult to clean
up a spill. Many people here feel that oil devel opnent

shoul d just not occur until there are proven nethods for

controlling and cl eaning up an oil spill. Because a major
oil spill is quite possible and because it would be
extrenely difficult to clean one up, I'd |like to see

BCEMRE address the follow ng i ssues in the environnental
| npact st at enent.

Nunmber one, what inpacts could a major oil spill
have on the people, wildlife, and the rest of the
environnent in northern Alaska. | think it should be
| i sted out just what inpacts could result fromthis.

Nunmber two, if exploration and devel opnent are
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al | owed, what precautions would be required of oil
conpanies to make an oil spill as unlikely as possi bl e.

Three, when oil spills do occur, what neans are
available to clean up oil in various conditions that are
present in the Arctic, such as the extrene cold, the
darkness, ice-covered waters and the storny weat her.

In the Gulf of Mexico, one of the primry
t echni ques used to deal wth the oil was di spersants, and
it seens |like that was done w thout really understandi ng
the long-termeffects of the dispersants on the
environnent. The EI'S should address the effectiveness of
di spersants in cold waters or the conditions up here, and
It should al so discuss the negative inpacts the
di spersants could have on the | ocal environnment.

Nunber five, I'd like to know how does BOEMRE
plan to deal with such issues such as the | ack of
infrastructure to support the ships and people that woul d
be needed for oil spill cleanup. | think we have heard
that several times this evening, but, man, there is just
no facilities around here to get the ships and everything
else into place to even attenpt an oil spill cleanup. And
I f devel opnent does proceed and there is an oil spill and
it cannot be cl eaned up, what financial and human
resources wll be provided to |ocal comunities?

In addition to oil spills, there are many ot her
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| ssues that could be addressed in an EIS. One of those
woul d be what steps should be taken to gat her baseline
information to fill the information gaps about wildlife
and oceanographic conditions. And also a |listing of what
studi es shoul d be devel oped to neasure the effects on
wldlife and people if the exploration and devel opnent do
occur.

The EI'S shoul d address how climate change coul d
af fect exploration and devel opnent plans |ike -- as Robert
nmentioned, all the studies that have taken place up to
now, you know, it's a whole different playing field now
The ice is different, the weather patterns are different.
And you know, even studies that take place today, in ten
years it's all going to change. So everything that's
di scussed needs to be -- you need to take the fact that
gl obal clinmate change is taking place and that things are
going to be in a constant state of change.

What effects could the noises associated with
expl orati on and devel opnent have on wildlife? Wich of
t hese effects will be detrinental to wldlife and which of
t hose effects -- because it's affecting the wildlife, how
could that affect hunters and what negative effects could
It have on the people up here? Also what other factors,
such as seismc surveys, ship traffic and aircraft traffic

could affect wldlife? How could these effects be

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

57

detrinmental to hunters, as well?

And you know what could be done to mnim ze the
i npacts of industrial noise, ship traffic, and seismc
surveys on wildlife and the people that hunt then? So I'd
like to see it outlined what all factors could affect the
wildlife and the people and al so what could be done about
it.

And al so, you know, what inpacts could result
fromair and water pollution given off from exploration
and devel opnent sites and what can be done to mnimze
t hi s?

One issue is that the Bering Strait is kind of a
choke point in the mgration path of bowhead and bel uga
whal es and a | ot of other marine manmmals. It's a
relatively narrow space, and a |lot of aninmals mgrate
t hrough. And we are seeing increased ship traffic every
year and, of course, they are funneled into that narrow
area, as well. So it's going to eventually increase and
nore ship strikes and disruption of mgrations. The EIS
shoul d address what can be done to limt the ship traffic
t hrough the Bering Strait during mgrations and ot her
mtigation neasures as far as affecting these mgrations.

The EI'S should al so seriously consider
cunul ative inpacts. |In the past agencies have often

preferred to | ook at devel opnent and expl orati on one
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project at a tine. Many tines there is sort of alimted
I npact for one project and, it's only when you | ook at the
total inpact of many projects that a major problemis

obvi ous.

Wien you outline cunul ative inpacts, you should
consider all the activities related to petrol eum
shi pping, research projects, and mlitary activities in
the northern oceans that -- everything that's going to be
taki ng place in the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas, including
t he Canadi an and Russi an waters.

So thank you for letting ne testify.

MR, JEFFERY LOVAN: Thank you.

MR, WALTER AKPI K: My name is Wal ter
Akpi k, and I"'ma Barrow resident. | just wanted to ask,
have you cone up to do nore studies on the ice that we
have out here? You need to do nore studi es because once
that ice starts noving with the wind and the current
novi ng together, there is no man-nmade object that's going
to stop it, especially wiwth an oil rig out there. |It's
just going to topple it over w thout notice.

And you guys will give the crews down there a
second chance to push the panic button to get everybody
out. It just happens like that. | have been here about
60 years, and | know how that ice works. There is no

man- made such things that's able to stop that ice once it
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starts noving with that current we got out here. So do
nore studies on that ice that we have out here,
W ntertine.
MR, JEFFERY LOVAN. Thank you. W have
peopl e that have not spoke yet.
MS. VERA WLLIAVMS: |I'mVera Wllians from

Barrow, Al aska. M concern, | guess, is what everybody
has al so stated. That ice out there, just happened j ust
the other day, and it's alnost two, three stories high in
sone areas. And you know, if you were to start
col l ecting, even the weather bureau has all the data al so
for the ambunt of wind we had just the other day to see
that ice pile up out there.

That's anot her area that you guys need to, |
t hi nk, at | east consider our concerns that the ice is --
is powerful. And Mother Nature -- you can't really stop
Mot her Nature, but those are other areas that you could
| ook at also and tap into and take pictures out there to
see what nmagnitude four to six feet thickness of ice is
all piled up out there. You know, those are our concerns.

How coul d you -- how coul d sonmeone prove to us
t hat sonmething could live through that, you know. That's
our ocean out there.

And al so, you know, just a suggestion, | heard a

coupl e places where infrastructure is not visibly here.
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Those areas al so need to be really touched up on and neke
those infrastructures be placed on the North Sl ope and
scatter them around where you are going to have an oi
spill; have it all around where they will be nobile and
easy, you know, in different areas on the North Sl ope. W
have seven vill ages, and nost of themare out in the, you
know, coastal areas. You could have those areas for
desi gnated spots, also, for, you know, planning sonething
t hat could be inplenented and into your five-year plan as
you progress through your five-year plan.
You know, that's just ny suggestion that sone

ki nd of mandatory thing needs to be placed for the oi
I ndustry to have it out there or else you ask the federal
governnent to place it out there and have it nobile, ready
for any di saster.

MR, JEFFERY LOVAN: Thank you.

MR, CRAIG GEORGE: Craig George, for the
record. For the record, ny nanme is Craig George, and |'ve
lived in the community for about 30 years now, and |'ve

studi ed bowheads t hrough nost of that tinme. So a |ot of

my conmrents will be bowhead-centric.
But a couple things: Regarding bowheads, | just
conpleted a -- well, a dissertation on bowheads, and

really what becane clear is that one of the key features

of being a bowhead is its baleen. That's the apparatus
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which allows it to nake a living out here. And it's
fairly unique to that aninmal in its length and the quality
of it, the extensiveness of it.

A bowhead is -- a third of the body is its head.
It's kind of a swinmm ng head, and it has 640 bal een hairs.
| don't have an exanple here. It has these |long fringe
hairs that can be over a foot in length. Hey, there is
one. From-- relatively small, actually. But those
fringe hairs comng off there, those are really what nekes
it work as a plankton or zooplankton filter.

And to date there has only been one study on how
oil ingestion could affect its ability to filter
zoopl ankton, and that seens |ike kind of a precursor to
doing any further research -- leasing is to really
under stand how the ani mal m ght be affected by that.

I n the Norwegian Arctic, they noticed that the
seism c noise affects in particular the gadids, the cod,
the -- and herring, and they may vacate a fjord where
t hey' ve been shooting seismc. And as far as | know,
there hasn't been any -- the Elders constantly ask about
this here. What does seismc do to the smaller critters?
We have sone idea what it does to the larger critters, but
not the smaller ones.

Every neeti ng Rossnan Peet ook asks how seismc

noi se affects krill, and we have never had an answer. So
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that seens |like a worthwhile study project. And in fact,
t hey have shown, like | nentioned in Norway, that seismc
noi se does affect the distribution of fish. And Arctic
cod, of course, are one of the keystone species in the
Arctic system So that's sonething you need to | ook at.

We've heard a | ot about denobnstrating the

ability to clean up oil. | agree that it seens
obj ectionable to pour oil into the ocean, do a spill test,
but | think -- unfortunately, | think that probably needs

to be done to really do an honest test. And actually,
Jeff, your comments have been sort of -- about the ability
to clean up oil, | think have been quite honest, that this
tine of year with the current speeds and t he darkness and
the tenperatures, | think there are periods -- well,
clearly there are periods where it would be irresponsible
to put people out there because they woul dn't survive.
And we need a really good gap analysis in the next EIS --
gap response analysis -- sorry -- on oil spill cleanup.
Menti oned storns. The nost powerful storm since
I have been here was in 1989. Sone of you nay renenber.
It toppled cabins and tore roofs off in town. And the
unofficial wi nd speed was 103 mles an hour at the DEW
line. But the weather service instrunents failed. So
there is really no record. | think their peak gusts quit

about 70, but that was an incredibly powerful storm |
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think it did a ot of danage in Wainwight, as well.

Ckay. Telenetry work, actually BLM nainly

t hrough the efforts of Chukchi Mnnett --

MR, ROBERT SUYDAM Not BLM BOEMRE

MR CRAIG GEORGE: Oh, I'msorry. It was
MVB. BOEMRE now. Sorry. Thank you. Has funded what's
now a really world class satellite telenetry study on
bowheads. A |lot of the taggi ng was done here at Barrow,
and also over in Arctic Canada, and it's told us a |ot.

And essentially every tagged whale -- | don't
have the inmages here, but they have all taken off various
directions, but every single one except one has gone
t hrough the current | ease area, which is roughly |ike so
[indicating], | guess. | can't drawit. But anyway, they
all come down and they hit this coast and they spend up to
two nonths down here. And if there was an oil rel ease
under the predom nant wi nd, which is northeast, you know,
you have the potential both here and down here
[indicating] to affect the entire bowhead popul ation. So
that woul dn't be good.

But anyway, sone oil spill scenarios, | ooking
at -- | think we're too focused on these snmall areas --
not small areas. On these specific areas in the planning
areas, but a lot of these -- essentially all marine

manmal s are mgratory, so we have got to |l ook at the big
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picture. And this was funded by this agency. And as |

understand it, Robert, the informati on was not in the

| ast --

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM The recent NEPA
docunent .

MR GEORCGE CRAIG The recent NEPA
docunent, which was -- it wasn't included in that.

MR. JEFFERY LOVAN. The nost recent NEPA
docunent that we have that is still a work in process is

t he suppl enental environnental inpact statenent for sale
193's court remand.

MR GEORCE CRAIG And that wasn't in the
initial -- | know it caused a |ot of --

MR. JEFFERY LOVAN: The 193 FEI S

MR CGEORGE CRAIG R ght. Is it init
now? Anyway, you have this beautiful data set --

MR, JEFFERY LOVAN. The nman behind you
w |l answer.

MR MKE ROUTHER It wll be. W were
up here in Novenber to tal k about the draft SEIS. Since
that tinme we have received a great nunber of comments and
we have been working hard to address them W are still
in that process. And as part of that process, we are
addi ng additional studies that have cone out recently that

either weren't available at the tine we worked on the SEI S
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or for whatever reason weren't in that docunent. W did
go back and add nore studies, including the one you are
referring to.

MR GEORGE CRAIG Ckay. Good. That's
sonme good news. Ckay. And then there has been nention of
shi pping, and here is ny sort of crude depiction of the
Bering Strait. Here is St. Lawence. But all the
bowheads went |ike so, and then down through here on the
west side in fall, and they all cane up west of
St. Lawrence Island. And this fits with | ocal know edge,
as well.

Very few go east. Very few whal es go east of
St. Lawence Island. But this is right in the shipping
| anes [indicating]. So | don't knowif it's the purview
of the EI'S, but shipping | anes and speed controls in this
area really need to be put in place.

We know fromthe bowhead's cousin on the East
Coast, the right whale, that they don't get al ong well
wth ships. 1In fact, they get hit with great frequency.
And it's generally when they are feeding and breedi ng, not
necessarily mgrating, but when they are feeding and
breedi ng you see themoblivious to a |ot of things. W
know about the big deflections of whales from seismc work
here, md Beaufort, during mgration. Over in Canada they

are considerably less. And so anyway, this is -- this is

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

66

a big problem And if there is a |lot of shipping

associated with oil and gas activity -- and Arctic

shi ppi ng, of course, is beyond the -- well, it should be

i ncluded in the cunul ative analysis, but there will be --
there will be problenms in here. |It's just a matter of the

magni tude of it.

Local know edge, as nmuch as you possibly can
include that in the EI'S, we have innunerabl e exanpl es of
where | ocal know edge has been proven correct by
scientific studies. Mst recent is the bowhead's ability
to snmell in their olfaction. And you pick up any
t ext books, it says cetaceans are incapable of it. The
| ocal s have been telling us for years that they can snell,
and we have conpleted a recent study that confirmed that,
at | east | ooking at the anatony and the gene expression,
that sort of thing.

And then Rosemary nenti oned sonet hi ng
I nteresting about di splacenent of subsistence activity
like in the Prudhoe -- let's see here. This is Kuparuk
and Prudhoe area. And as far as | know, this area that
was formerly inhabited by |ocal people and a | ot of
hunting took place, a lot of hones scattered through here,
old sod honmes, | think there is virtually no hunting in
there, is that correct? So arguably one of the biggest

I npacts of the oil industry has been people.
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And that's -- you will have formal comrents to
all this fromthe Borough and our wldlife departnent, but
just a couple points to consider. Thank you.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN: Thank you very nuch.
| don't know, Robert. | think a collective work of a map
during a neeting is nore of a | earni ng experience than the
fancy ones consultants use.

MR, ROBERT SUYDAM How about bot h?

MS. DOREEN LAMPE: Let ne play the devil's
advocate and say | support drilling and I want to work
wth you. And | want to know how the oil conpanies are
going to get to and fromtheir site. | want to help you
out and get that done. And | want to help you out and
figure out a way out to export that oil out of there.
Where is that information? W never get that information.
That's one of the biggest inpacts that you will be
I npacted fromis the actual devel opnent of that | ease sale
Site.

And | support you on devel oping that site and
maki ng sure we have the best oil spill response plan in
the whole wide world, and | talk to ny people and | tell
themthis is the best, and this is how they are going to
export the oil and this is how they are going to access
the site. Wlere is that information?

And | woul d even appease the mayor and tell him
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there will be no drilling discharge. And I'mgoing to
work with you. 1'magoing to be your new best friend.
Wiere is all this information that | need to work with you

to make sure this goes right, this is done right? There
Is going to be an 80-mle pipeline under the Chukchi Sea
from what, those Burger or Klondike, fromthere to

VWai nwight and then fromWinwight to Punp Station 1? 1Is
that the big plan?

And then in the event of an oil spill, who is
going to cone and help us? The mlitary? They are going
to pull themout of the Mddle East and they will cone and
hel p us? Wat are we going to do? |'m your new best
friend. You tell ne.

No zero discharge in the ocean. W are going to
have a hub in Wainwight. W are going to have a pipeline
undersea. W are going to connect to Punp Station 4,
whatever. Realistically we will only operate fromJuly to
Cctober, realistically, if I"'myour oil person. That's
only possible due to life health safety neasures we are
goi ng to have to take.

So could you conproni se? Wuld you conproni se
and say, okay, we support it? Let's give them what they
want. Zero discharge. No discharge in the Arctic Ccean.

Those crystalline silica drilling nuds are

cancer-causing chemcals that settle to the bottom of the
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ocean. And | seen a presentation; all the little
creatures, the little critters, whatever, they hibernate
three to four feet down in the nuds of the ocean. They
had drilled a four-foot-by-four-foot-by-four-foot deep
pi ece of nmud fromthe ocean, and they expected to find
not hi ng but nud. But no, they found all these little
critters hibernating in the bottomof that nmud in the
Arctic Ccean.

So woul d you guys even conpronm se at all? Wuld
you guys give up your NPDES permt? Wuld you guys say
t hey support it? Let's conpromse. Let's go along with
their zero drilling request. How will you be able to
conprom se wth us?

MR. JEFFERY LOVAN. Is that a question?

MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Yes.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN: The permt isn't --
doesn't belong to our agency. It belongs to the
permttees. |In the recent case, it was Shell. And they
did for the Beaufort alter their revised plan to go to a
true zero di scharge scenario, but they didn't receive an
air permt, so they canceled their drilling operation.

So fromtheir perspective -- | read today in one
of the commerce journals here in Al aska Shell says they
have 30 -- had 34 permts but did not have an air permt,

SO --
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But goi ng back to your initial recommendati on,
will we work with you? Yes. WII we cooperate with you
and, for exanple, ICAS? Yes. ICASis a federally
recogni zed tri be, of course, and federally recognized
tri bes can be cooperating agenci es when we are preparing
an environnental inpact statenent. So yes, and yes.

Wth respect to devel opnent, we haven't had a
devel opnent plan presented to us yet. There is no
devel opnent in the Quter Continental Shelf. Li berty, the
proposed Li berty project, Northstar through horizontal
drilling, gets at a federal deposit, but there is no true
devel opnent anywhere in Al aska's CCS.

| want to go to sonebody if anybody el se has any
comments that has not spoken yet.

MR. DONALD CARROLL: Donald Carroll. M
maj or concern is oil spills in the ocean. The Prince
Wl liam Sound and the Gulf of Mexico oil spills have shown
that oil spills are very real and maybe even likely. |If
there is an oil spill, it wll be very hard to clean the
spill up in the Arctic.

Part of the reason |I'm concerned is because of a
science fair project that | did |ast year. The project
was called "Cleaning Up Ol Spill in Ice-Infested Waters. "
| tested the effect of tenperature and ice on two ways of

cleaning up oil. One of those was burning oil and the
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ot her techni que was usi ng petrol eum absorbent material to
soak up the oil

In the oil burning experinent, we poured a
measured anount of North Sl ope crude oil into a pan of
sal twater and wei ghed the pan with the oil and water in
It. The oil floated on the surface of the water, and we
used a torch to burn the oil. Wen the oil stopped
burning, we applied the torch to it again in order to burn
as nmuch as possible. Wen it was done burni ng, we weighed
the pan again with the water and renmaining oil residue in
it and conpared the weights. W did this with room
tenperature water (18 degrees centigrade), water that was
near freezing, (zero degrees centigrade), and cold water
t hat had broken ice stirred into it.

The results were surprising. In the room
tenperature water, only 35 percent of the oil burned. For
wat er that was near the freezing point, only 16 percent
burned. For cold water mxed with ice, only 11 percent of
the oil burned. There was always a | ot of black gunk in
t he water that woul d not burn.

| was surprised how little of the oil burned.
Even in warm water conditions, less than half of it
burned. And when the water was cold and had ice in it, an
even snal | er percent burned.

Anot her problemw th burning oil is air
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pollution. In addition, there was just an article in the
newspaper that in the Gulf of Mexico there is |ots of ash
and residue on the bottom of the ocean from burning oi

t here.

We had a better success rate cleaning up the oil
wth the absorbent naterial. W were able to collect up
to 79 percent of the oil using absorbent pads, but when
there was ice and water only, 50 percent of the oil was
absorbed. In addition, it would be very difficult to even
get to the oil in a real oil spill if there was ice in the
ar ea.

Fromthe results of ny experinment, | think it
woul d be very difficult to clean up an oil spill in the
Arcti c.

| n your environnental inpact statenent, you
shoul d address all current techniques for cleaning up oi
spills and how effective they would or would not be in the
Arctic; the need for a nmjor research programto inprove
our ability to clean up oil spills in the Arctic;
everything that could be done to reduce the chances of

having an oil spill.

| have a couple nmore comments to add. | nean, |
know that drilling oil gives countries lots and |ots of
noney, and the United States would -- it would be good for
us to have the noney, but if you do spill here, you could
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create nmajor problenms. And | nean, they m ght shut it
down and neke it | ess noney. The people here, we are
getting nore and nore out of our tradition, and there is
not -- noney is not hel ping that rmuch, probably.
| guess it just mght be a better place to stay
away from especially offshore drilling, in my opinion.
That's all | have to say.

MR. JEFFERY LOVAN. Not a bad place to end
this neeting. Thank you very nuch. And |I'mglad that you
took an interest in this business to do that project. |
t hi nk your results were consistent with what the
governnent spent a |lot nore noney than you did to
determ ne. But ny understanding is your percentages are
right on the noney. So very good work. And barring any
ot her questions or comments -- okay.

Sorry, sir. D d you have your hand up earlier?
| didn't see it.

MR, PATRI CK SUVLA: No. My name is
Patrick Suvla, S-UV-L-A You have been collecting
information fromus for how | ong and we don't even know i f
there is any studies going on in the ocean, |ike studies
on the current. And fromwhat the news says, it woul d be
a lot easier to clean the oil spill if there is any up
her e.

Now, | ook, they say it's a |ot shall ower here,
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and it would make an oil spill easier to clean. |If you
fill up a bathtub and the water starts at the bottom the
waves are a |l ot going in one direction. The nore it gets
full, the waves get less. And |I'msure that's how our
ocean would be if there is an oil spill. There will be a
| ot of waves out there for people trying to clean up an
oil spill. And | don't know how | ong that dispersant is
going to last down in the Gulf, but |I think they wll have
a lot of nud balls to gather up within that tine.

And | ast -- they sent guys fromthe seismc on
Monday -- was it Monday? Friday. Saturday. And | asked
them a question on what happens after the seismc i s done,
have t hey gone back and checked on the plants or whatever
our small mammal s eat down at the bottom of the ocean.
They said they never checked back. Now, there has got to
be sone danmage done on the bottomw th that seisnc.

And with all the currents we have up here, if
there is an oil spill and it's dark and by the tine we get
daylight, which way are they going to start cl eani ng up,
the east or west? Because we have got a |lot of currents
out there. You got to -- you got to be here when it's
breakup. You will see ice going one way and a little
further out going in a different direction. So if there
Is an oil spill out there, with all those currents goi ng

on, which way are the -- are you going to send your boats?
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And that's all | got. Thank you.
MR. JEFFERY LOVAN: Thank you very nuch
MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK: Thi s process
Is looking at oil and gas | easing, but there is other
nodes of energy devel opnent that are bei ng devel oped in
the oceans. There is no assessnent in this process that's
| ooking at different parts of the ocean that may be very
beneficial to consider for utilizing for specific types of
cl eaner, nondamagi ng type of inpacts wi thout the risks of
contam nati ng our ocean. And those kinds of assessnents
are not in any of these areas.
There are certain areas in the Arctic that are
encouraged to -- us to look at for other types of
devel opnent processes that is necessary for other areas of
usage. Sone of those things are inportant for our full
assessnent of the usage of the processes that are here.
If we are not | ooking at everything such as ocean energy
managenment processes that are out there, then it affects
what we are | ooking at and ways that we could be | ooking
at using certain areas in better ways, |ess inpacting.
Thanks.
MR, JEFFERY LOVAN: Let ne just ask a
question on that. Are you saying that the agency should
In part -- as part of this exercise, this effort to conply

w th NEPA, that we should exam ne the potential for w nd,
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wave, tidal energy along with oil and gas energy, and then
the w nd, wave, and tidal energy would provide energy to
the communities who are nost at risk if and when oil and
gas activities occurred?

MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK: Ckay. At this
hour of day and night, there is a |lot of ways that you
could | ook at these processes, and the reality is there is
a lot of things that are out there that could affect
deci si onnaki ng processes. And we need to |ook at all the
different factors that can hel p us nmake the best judgnents
for this area.

The risks for us and the danages to our ocean
are a reality of any of these proposals. And if we are
| ooki ng at sone of these other considerations, it mght
offset sonme of the decisions that are -- we are being
forced upon.

MR, JEFFERY LOVAN: Thank you.

MR, GEORGE CRAIG Craig CGeorge, for the
record again. | |iked your coments about the report -- |
forgot the nanme of it -- on the Deepwater Horizon spill.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN: Presidentia
Conm ssi on report?

MR GEORGE CRAIG Right. That one that
I dentified conplacency as the main culprit resulting in

the spill. Then you alluded to gun safety rules, which
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t hought was actually a good way to approach it. You have
hard and fast rules that you can't break in order to
prevent another one.

But could you coment just a little further on
how -- how fighting the normal human tendency towards
conpl acency wll be integrated into | easing plans? |If
that's too nuch, that's fine.

MR. JEFFERY LOVAN: |'ve never thought
about it in the context of |easing plans, but |I've
certainly thought about it in the context of drilling
operations and well control specifically. And you know,
there are sone entities -- activities out there. For
exanpl e, expl osive ordnance di sposal, that busi ness,
that's a business -- | did it for ten years in the Navy --
you never brag about your safety record or your
envi ronnental responsibility record, either. Never. The
first time | heard it bragged about in this context, in
this occupation, | literally felt nyself shaking. And I
don't really scare easily. There's sonething wong here.

Nucl ear power, at | east sone nucl ear power
prograns, the Navy's, for exanple -- |'m biased towards
the Navy. | know about the Navy. Not necessarily
conpl etely accident free, but no najor accidents in the
Navy nucl ear power program

The point is through vigilance, which is the
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opposite of conpl acency, you can avoid -- could have

avoi ded the Deepwater Horizon spill if the cause -- and |
believe it was primarily conplacency, nunerous acts of
conpl acency. And that can be avoided. So I don't know if
it's possible to say that with unprecedented and

consi stent vigilance and all of the technol ogy working the

right way and the right |location if you are -- if your
risk is zero even then because Mt her Nature -- and we are
dealing with Mother Nature when they are drilling into

t hese deposits.
But with respect to Deepwater Horizon, it could
have been prevented with vigilance. And vigilance is
al ways higher right after an accident. The airline
I ndustry has proven that and all of these things.

MR GEORGE CRAIG Exactly.

MR, JEFFERY LOVAN: M hope is that ny
agency wll evolve into what will becone two agencies, one
In particular who is not going to worry about the
| awsuits, the environnental analysis, the public
processes, but wll be focusing on the industry.

MR GEORGE CRAIG Li ke Doreen nentioned.

MR, JEFFERY LOVAN: The inspectors that
Doreen wants to neet and talk to, yes, those people, those
peopl e who are going to step aboard a platformif

exploration takes place in 2012. It won't take place in
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2011 because no one is going to explore. But in 2012, for
exanple, | think it's fair to say that our agency -- you
requested it, so you see the face of -- by then they
shoul d be enpl oyees of the Bureau of Safety and

Envi ronment al Enforcenent so people can have sone
confidence because, renenber | said right at the very

begi nning, restore the public's trust in this agency;
that's the overarching goal of the Adm nistration. So
yes. A lot of work to do.

MR, ROY AHVAOGAK: Roy Ahnmogak, for the
record. You know, we always -- no matter how rmuch we
scream and holl er at the agencies, history always repeats
itself with these agencies. W opposed eastern Beaufort
Sea |l ease sale in the past. W screamand holler at the
top of our lungs, but still agency would do the | ease
sale. And you know, history will repeat itself over and
over. No matter how nuch we scream and hol | er, your
agency wll open it all up just -- it's going to happen
regardl ess of how much we scream and holler at you guys.

You guys can tell us that there wll be sound
technol ogy that -- you can't speak for the oil industry.
You have no right to tell me that they are going to do a
good job. There is no way in the world that you are going
to speak for the oil industry. You know, history wll

repeat itself over and over that regardl ess of how much we
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scream and holler, the |lease sale wll proceed,
r egar dl ess.

We have got guys here that have been up here for
30 years, and they are still learning new stuff. You guys
have been here three or four times. At |east spend sone
tine wwth the community and | earn. W opposed offshore
drilling fromthe beginning and we w |l always oppose it
to the end.

Thank you.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN: Thank you. GCkay. You
get the | ast word.
MS. LOS EPSTEIN: Lois Epstein. But also

t hanki ng the community of Barrow for hosting this neeting
and for all the people who cane and said such useful --
made such useful comments to the federal governnent.

But | just wanted to add on the -- the cause of
t he Deepwater Horizon is sonething | paid a | ot of
attention to. | just finished a book by a Houston
Chronicle reporter, and it's easy to say it's conpl acency,
but there really is a |lot of issues associated with the
conpani es i nvol ved.

BP had Texas City where nany people were killed
in a refinery in 2005. They had the onshore pipeline
problenms in 2006 in Al aska. And each tine BP said we are

going to reformour culture, we are going to reform our
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culture, and there still was obviously problenms in the
Deepwat er Horizon. Halliburton did not do the tests that
t hey shoul d have done. They misinterpreted the negative
pressure test.

You know, no matter how good the enforcenent is
on the part of BCEMRE -- and | can think of many cases it
can get better -- there is going to be sone quick
deci sions that are made by industry that it's going to be
very hard for the regulators to be engaged in.

So ny only point here is that we can do better,
but there is always going to be sone risks, and those are
the policy calls that have to be made. So the concerns
t hat have been rai sed today about, you know, the snall but
very real possibility of a major problem have to be
consi dered by the deci si onmakers.

Thank you.

MR JEFFERY LOVAN: Thank you. Al right.
You get the |ast word.

MR WASKA W LLIAMS: Waska WIIlianms, for
the record. 1'Il speak as a subsistence hunter. You
know, there has been the Borough representatives around
here, but | don't know if they nentioned -- | don't know
i f anybody else nentioned -- | was here a little bit |ate.

But I|EWC i s upon us here shortly. And the

deci sion that | EWC pl aces upon the United States is
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real .

MR. JEFFERY LOVAN: You tal king about the
I nt ernati onal Wal i ng Conm ssi on?

MR WASKA W LLIAMS: Yes. You know, the
quota system for our subsistence is up for grabs. Now,
you know, the planning areas are com ng upon us, too, over
here. |s BOEMRE going to place any sanctions for, |
shoul d say, maybe through the oil conpani es nonies up
front already in an event of a major spill?

"Il give you an exanple. |EW doesn't give us
a quota. Now our subsistence way of life is in jeopardy.
Al ongsi de your upcom ng | ease sale, in the event that a
maj or spill happens, our way of life is in jeopardy
al ready right there.

Whaling. Now, that's not the only subsistence
needs or resources that we gather. There is walruses,
there is the seals, there is the beluga whal es and the
fish.

Now, are you going to have the conpani es pl ace
t he anount of noney to keep us going just in case there is
no nore whaling for us? O the subsistence inpacts that
once there is a spill, that there are nonies for us to
gat her food fromyour area, the beef, pork, chicken, what
have you? Are you going to place that to the burden to

t he conpanies up front already?
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2012 cone right up here shortly, and | EWC
neetings are comng right up. They are very real. And
it's very scary when | hear of these things as a

subsi stence hunter. These kind of things that we ingest

for ourselves bring so nmuch joy, so nuch. | tell you this
nmuch. | think because of ny Native foods, | show up to
work every day. | have not mssed a day. That's what |

think of these things, versus the hanburgers, the chicken,
what have you that causes sickness anongst the Native
peopl e.

And right now there is so nuch cancer goi ng on.
Where is it coming fron? Have these studies been studied?
What is causing cancer so nuch anmongst our ol d people up
here? So much. [t's happening too nuch. And | have not
heard yet of that study why so much cancer goi ng on.

You know, pros and cons again. But the truth
Is, are you going to prom se us and nake the conpani es put
up front nonies to protect us up here? Thank you.

MR. JEFFERY LOVAN: Thank you. I woul d

| i ke to thank everybody for com ng, spendi ng your holi day
with us to provide very substantive and hel pful comments
to assist us in preparing this environnental i npact
statenment. Just to let you know, we will try to nmake it
tonorrow to Nui qsut, then continue on to Kaktovik,

conpl ete the Al aska scoping neetings at the end of the
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week in Anchorage. W are going to try to hold gover nnment
to governnent consultation neetings with the Native

Vill age of Point Hope and the Native Village of Point --
or the | CAS before the deadline for preparing a scopi ng
report, if we can. We may have to hold tel econference
calls wth those organi zati ons.

So please join nme in crossing your fingers for
good weather to the east of us for tonorrow so that we can
get into those comunities.

Thank you again, and have a very nice evening.

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 9:37 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRI K, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken before
nme at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcri bed under ny direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have
| any interest in the outcone of the action herein
cont ai ned.

| N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscri bed
nmny hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of

2011.

MARY A. VAVRI K,
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska

My Conmm ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2012
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            1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S



            2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Good evening.  Thank 



            3    you very much for coming.  My name is Jeffery Loman.  I'm 



            4    the Deputy Regional Director of the Bureau of Ocean Energy 



            5    Management, Regulation and Enforcement in Anchorage.  And 



            6    I'm going to start by introducing some of our team members 



            7    that are here tonight, starting with flying Tim.  



            8                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  My name's Tim Holder.  I 



            9    am with BOEMRE based in Washington, D.C., and my title is 



           10    Arctic liaison, and I keep track of environmental issues.



           11                    MR. MIKE ROUTHIER:  My name is Mike 



           12    Routhier.  I work on environmental analysis in the 



           13    Anchorage office.  



           14                    MR. STEVE TEXTORIS:  I'm Steve Textoris.  



           15    I'm in the same bureau, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, 



           16    Regulation and Enforcement in Washington, D.C., and I'm 



           17    the D.C. Acting Leasing Specialist, chief.  



           18                    MR. BOB SEBASTIAN:  Hi.  I'm Bob 



           19    Sebastian.  I'm visiting from the Gulf Region office in 



           20    New Orleans, and I'm currently working in Anchorage for a 



           21    couple of weeks as Acting Regional Supervisor for leasing 



           22    and environment.  Thank you.  



           23                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Good evening.  I'm Mike 



           24    Haller.  I'm the community liaison for the Alaska Region.  



           25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good evening.  My name's 
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            1    Jim Kendall.  Up until January 1st I was the chief of the 



            2    environmental division for BOEMRE in headquarters, but 



            3    since then I'm the Acting Regional Director for the Alaska 



            4    OCS Region.  



            5                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  And our court reporter 



            6    tonight is Mary Vavrik.  I wanted to introduce ourselves 



            7    so that during the break, if we go a long time tonight or 



            8    at the end of the meeting, you will be able to know who to 



            9    ask questions to.  Some people like to ask questions 



           10    one-on-one after the meeting.  



           11              And that's what we are all here for.  We are 



           12    here to learn and answer your questions, especially about 



           13    the agency's effort to fulfill its requirements under the 



           14    Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, which requires us to 



           15    develop a five-year program for offshore oil and gas 



           16    leasing.  And this program is for the years 2012 through 



           17    2017.  And quite simply, because this is considered a 



           18    major federal action pursuant to the National 



           19    Environmental Policy Act, we are going to prepare an 



           20    environmental impact statement, a programmatic 



           21    environmental impact statement for that five-year program.  



           22              It's a national program, but we are probably 



           23    going to focus primarily on what you're concerned about, 



           24    and that's the Arctic.  



           25              In the Alaska OCS, the decision was made to put 
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            1    on the planning table for potential offshore oil and gas 



            2    lease sales three areas:  The Cook Inlet, which has been a 



            3    special interest only area in the last five-year plan.  We 



            4    expect that that will remain the same unless we hear 



            5    something that would be very surprising to us because 



            6    there hasn't been any interest expressed by industry or 



            7    anyone else, for that matter, for oil and gas leasing in 



            8    the Cook Inlet, other than the State of Alaska, and just a 



            9    general desire to keep it on the table.  And so we go out 



           10    annually and we attempt to find out whether or not there 



           11    is any interest in holding offshore oil and gas leases in 



           12    the Cook Inlet.  So that's that.  



           13              And more importantly tonight, seeing as we are 



           14    in Barrow, are the two areas in the Arctic that are on the 



           15    planning table:  A planning area in the Beaufort Sea and a 



           16    planning area in the Chukchi Sea.  As I think just about 



           17    everybody knows, there has been oil and gas leasing more 



           18    extensively in the Beaufort Sea.  There are current active 



           19    leases in the Beaufort, not as many as there were at the 



           20    beginning of this last five-year planning period.  There 



           21    have been quite a large number of relinquishments in the 



           22    Beaufort Sea.  Companies have relinquished their leases.  



           23              And there are 460 leases in the Chukchi Sea, all 



           24    gained from one oil and gas lease sale that took place in 



           25    February of 2008, Chukchi's lease sale 193.  There have 
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            1    been 30 exploration wells drilled in the Beaufort Sea.  



            2    There have been five exploration wells drilled in the 



            3    Chukchi Sea.  There have been no exploration wells drilled 



            4    at all in the Alaska OCS in the last eight years, going on 



            5    nine years.  With Shell's announcement that they will not 



            6    move ahead with exploration in this next open water 



            7    season, we will have gone at that point in time nine years 



            8    with zero exploration Alaska's OCS, unprecedented time 



            9    period of no exploration in the OCS in Alaska since the 



           10    very beginning of exploration drilling in Alaska.  



           11              I'm just going to say one just brief thing about 



           12    the planning areas in the Arctic.  They are a clean slate.  



           13    Unlike the past where the past Administrations have 



           14    proposed to hold specific numbers of oil and gas lease 



           15    sales in the Chukchi, for example, in the Beaufort, for 



           16    example, we have no preconceived amount, if any, oil and 



           17    gas lease sales in either of those planning areas.  So 



           18    it's a blank slate.  It basically starts really with the 



           19    no action decision not to hold any oil and gas lease 



           20    sales, which is required to be analyzed under the 



           21    provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act, NEPA.  



           22              So what we are really here tonight for is to get 



           23    your comments about the potential for oil and gas leasing 



           24    in the years 2012 through 2017 in the Chukchi and the 



           25    Beaufort Sea.  This is going to be our third public 
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            1    hearing.  We plan on continuing on and holding a public 



            2    hearing in Nuiqsut and Kaktovik and Anchorage.  We were 



            3    weathered out of Point Lay and Point Hope last week, 



            4    unfortunately.  



            5              Some of the things that we have heard in 



            6    Kotzebue and Wainwright, for example, is people are very 



            7    concerned about the lack of infrastructure, specifically 



            8    infrastructure to support oil spill response, lack of 



            9    Coast Guard presence, and specifically a port and a Coast 



           10    Guard base within close proximity or in the Arctic.  



           11    People are very concerned about that.  People are very 



           12    concerned about a major oil spill in the Arctic and the 



           13    ability of industry to effectively clean it up.  Fresh in 



           14    everyone's mind is the Deepwater -- understandably, the 



           15    Deepwater Horizon spill in the Gulf of Mexico.  



           16              And so we have heard extensive amounts of 



           17    concern with respect to industry's ability to respond 



           18    effectively to a major oil spill in the kinds of 



           19    conditions that I know you are all aware of that exist in 



           20    the Arctic.  In general, people think that it's very 



           21    important for the Coast Guard to establish presence for 



           22    infrastructure to be in place before those kinds of risks, 



           23    the activities that would risk a major oil spill would 



           24    occur.  People have told us that in all of the 



           25    communities.  
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            1              At the same time, people have said that they 



            2    support responsible offshore oil and gas activities, 



            3    development, the extraction of those resources, but only 



            4    if it can be done safely and environmentally responsibly.  



            5              Those are the primary things we have heard.  And 



            6    if there aren't any questions about the National 



            7    Environmental Policy Act, what it means, the Outer 



            8    Continental Shelf Lands Act, I think most of the folks 



            9    here understand what those provisions call for.  That's 



           10    why we are here.  But if you have any questions, please 



           11    feel free to ask.  We would be happy to answer those 



           12    questions.  Any other questions about the five-year 



           13    planning process, we will be happy to take those 



           14    questions.  Please feel free to ask them now.  But 



           15    otherwise we will go ahead and take people's comments if 



           16    people would like to comment on the five-year proposal.  



           17              Yes, Robert.



           18                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  My name is Robert 



           19    Suydam.  Just a clarification.  Do you have a map showing 



           20    where the active leases are in the two -- in the two 



           21    Arctic planning areas?  



           22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Do we have it with us?  



           23                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Let me -- I'm not sure 



           24    that I have it with me.



           25                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  We have been using 
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            1    them as handouts.



            2                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  It seems like that 



            3    would be helpful for kind of considering what leases may 



            4    need to go forward here in the next five-year plan.  



            5                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Well, you mean which 



            6    leases will still be active?



            7                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  How many active leases 



            8    there are now and whether there is need for additional 



            9    leasing or whatnot.  



           10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Right.  If you could, 



           11    share that and pass it around so people can get an idea.  



           12    Those maps are available on-line in addition to the 



           13    handout if you want to look at them later.  I would just 



           14    say, because I was going to mention this, the Chukchi Sea 



           15    sale 193 proposal had several alternatives.  The existing 



           16    planning area, the one that they held the lease sale in, 



           17    has a 25-mile exclusion zone between the coast and the 



           18    planning area.  



           19              There was another alternative that was 



           20    considered but not adopted, and that called for a wider 



           21    exclusion zone, 50 miles.  And that was recommended by the 



           22    resource agencies, Fish & Wildlife Service and the 



           23    National Marine Fisheries Service.  Secretary of the 



           24    Interior at the time did not adopt that proposal, but 



           25    after the lease sale was said and done, what we saw were 
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            1    leases -- except for three.  They happen to be Conoco 



            2    Phillip leases -- but there were three leases that 



            3    protruded into that larger exclusion zone.  



            4              So what does that mean?  It means we came very 



            5    close to ending up with the alternative that was 



            6    recommended by Fish & Wildlife Service and NMFS.  We did 



            7    get a recommendation to -- from one of the folks in one of 



            8    the scoping meetings on this round to adopt that wider 



            9    exclusion zone for any future oil and gas leasing and -- 



           10    in the Chukchi Sea.  



           11              So what is proposed does not always end up being 



           12    reality.  There were many more oil and gas lease sales 



           13    proposed in this last five-year plan that did not occur.  



           14    If you remember, probably for those of you that have 



           15    attended some of these meetings a couple years ago on the 



           16    Arctic multi-sale, sale 209, sale 211, sale 214 -- not 



           17    14 -- 211, 217, 221, two in the Beaufort, two in the 



           18    Chukchi, those sales were canceled.  So -- and then in the 



           19    North Aleutian Basin, sale 214, that was completely 



           20    canceled and this Administration has decided not to 



           21    include the North Aleutian Basin, or Bristol Bay, for any 



           22    offshore oil and gas leasing activities whatsoever.  



           23              So the agency did a five-year plan, had many 



           24    more oil and gas lease sales adopted, but did not in the 



           25    end end up holding all of those oil and gas lease sales.  
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            1              Any other questions about NEPA, OCSLA, National 



            2    Environmental Policy Act, Outer Continental Shelf Lands 



            3    Act, or about our five-year planning process?  



            4              I'm sorry.  She will need your name.  If you 



            5    have anything in writing, like if your comments are in 



            6    writing, then you can leave them.  Mary wants them.    



            7                    MR. ROY AHMAOGAK:  Thank you.  My name is 



            8    Roy Ahmaogak.  My last name is A-H-M-A-O-G-A-K.  I'm a 



            9    resident of Barrow.  I'm also a citizen of the United 



           10    States and, of course, Alaska.  



           11              On your five-year plan that you are going to be 



           12    having, with the stuff that occurred in the Gulf of Alaska 



           13    [sic], you know, wasn't there stringent measures that they 



           14    had to follow, like blowout preventers?  I'm pretty sure 



           15    that they did their homework on the blowout preventers.  



           16    You know, up here in the Arctic Ocean, it's shallow and 



           17    what happened down there was deep.  The shallower the 



           18    water, the more the oil is going to spread even if there 



           19    was an oil spill.  I mean, wasn't the industry supposed to 



           20    take stringent measures and, you know, do their homework?  



           21    I'm pretty sure that, you know, blowout preventers work, 



           22    but we don't hear about them working.  



           23              Where does -- where does your agency stand on 



           24    the industry's technology?  I just -- I'm just curious, 



           25    you know, because it's so shallow up here, having a major 
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            1    blowout is just going to cover the whole ocean.  There is 



            2    no doubt about that.  You had Deepwater Horizon down 



            3    there.  It was massively deep, you know.  That's -- I 



            4    wanted to ask that question, what -- what is your agency 



            5    going to do or has done on the technology that oil 



            6    industry has saying that it's -- they cannot have an oil 



            7    spill?  And look what happened.  Thank you.  



            8                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  We have done some 



            9    things right off the bat, including change our name.  And 



           10    I don't mean that just to be funny.  The Administration 



           11    wants to create an agency that can restore the public's 



           12    trust.  That's the overarching goal.  But at the end of 



           13    this year, the proposal is to create two separate 



           14    agencies:  The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management and the 



           15    Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement.  The 



           16    Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement will focus 



           17    exclusively on regulating the industry on well control.  



           18              And when you think about it, I think we all 



           19    would agree that an oil spill in general is unacceptable 



           20    in the Arctic.  It's unacceptable anywhere, but it's 



           21    really unacceptable in the Arctic.  A major oil spill like 



           22    the Deepwater Horizon is unfathomable in the Arctic.  And 



           23    so the way that you are not going to have one -- it's 



           24    like -- it's like guns.  You will never shoot yourself if 



           25    you never point your gun at yourself.  Well, if we focus 
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            1    on well control and we do everything to force industry to 



            2    improve, enhance their well control capability, that's the 



            3    prevention of an oil spill that we are -- that we are 



            4    seeking.  And so that's our goal.  



            5              And this new agency with its exclusiveness, its 



            6    very narrow responsibility, the hope is that it will be 



            7    much more capable of doing it.  The equipment, all studies 



            8    and evaluations, including the Presidential Commission's 



            9    report are coming out.  There was nothing wrong with the 



           10    equipment.  It was complacency.  The primary cause of the 



           11    spill was complacency.  



           12                    MR. TODD SFORMO:  Todd Sformo.  My 



           13    question, sort of going along with Mr. Ahmaogak's 



           14    question, was in this upcoming -- in this updated 2012 



           15    plan, will you still be using the same definition of a 



           16    large -- however you define a large oil spill, will you 



           17    still be using that previous definition of what it takes 



           18    to be a large oil spill, or will you be using something 



           19    that's more maybe realistic, like the Gulf of Mexico 



           20    spill?  



           21                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  We expect it to be 



           22    larger, but not just because there was a large spill in 



           23    the Gulf of Mexico.  It would be larger because we know 



           24    more about these planning areas:  The geology, some 



           25    historical information from drilling that took place, for 
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            1    example, in the Klondike well, other things are taken into 



            2    account.  And we expect worst-case discharge scenarios to 



            3    be, in some areas that we expect exploration, to be pretty 



            4    large.



            5                    MR. TODD SFORMO:  Can you give a specific?  



            6                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  No, because I'll get 



            7    it wrong.  But larger than, I think, we have seen before.  



            8    That's what the resource geologists tell me.  I saw a 



            9    hand.



           10                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Robert Suydam again.  



           11    Just a follow-up to Todd's question.  In previous NEPA 



           12    documents, MMS didn't evaluate -- didn't include the 



           13    evaluation of a large oil spill in their assessments 



           14    because they stated the chances -- the probabilities of an 



           15    a large oil spill happening were so slim.  Is that the 



           16    approach that BOEMRE is going to take now or are they 



           17    using a different approach?  



           18                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I think it's safe to 



           19    say in one of the environmental reviews between the 



           20    five-year plan and the actual exploration, there will be 



           21    an analysis of a large oil spill that will include a 



           22    number that will be very credible, at least one full-blown 



           23    analysis, which will include projections on potential 



           24    damage, the ability to respond, clean up, and the amount 



           25    that would be cleaned up, and those kind of things that go 
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            1    along with that kind of analysis, yes.



            2                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Ben Greene, for the 



            3    record.  I want to nitpick on one of the words that you 



            4    just used in your answer there, and that word is 



            5    "analysis."  So looking at the March 2010 GAO report, a 



            6    report that you're certainly familiar with, looking at 



            7    then MMS' implementation of NEPA, at the time MMS stated 



            8    that it would respond to this and actually have turned 



            9    into the federal government a full report or a guidebook 



           10    of its NEPA implementation completed by, I think, December 



           11    31, 2010.  



           12              We haven't seen anything coming out there, and I 



           13    was just looking for an update for whether that document 



           14    is forthcoming or not.  



           15              And as long as I have the microphone, I'll trail 



           16    on Robert's question a little bit and --



           17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Hang on.  Let's get 



           18    somebody from Washington, D.C. to answer that question.  



           19    Who volunteers from Washington, D.C.?  No one.  



           20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It's moving forward.  A 



           21    lot of the document has been completed.  There are many 



           22    chapters that are being written right now, but it is quite 



           23    an undertaking, and we are pushing forward as fast as we 



           24    can.  We want to make sure that what is released to the 



           25    public is sound and correct.  
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            1                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Does it make sense to 



            2    move forward with the discussion of tonight's 



            3    conversation, the programmatic EIS, without that document 



            4    being finished?



            5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That is decided way 



            6    above us, but this current five-year plan ends in 2012, 



            7    and the Secretary cannot consider any leasing unless there 



            8    is another five-year plan in place.  So we still have time 



            9    to get the NEPA guidebook completed.  We are moving toward 



           10    that the same way we are instructed to continue with the 



           11    development of the next five-year plan.



           12                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Thank you.  



           13                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Did you have another 



           14    part?



           15                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Well, I was going to ask 



           16    whether in the programmatic EIS that had just begun, 



           17    whether the CEQ also had an investigation of the Deepwater 



           18    Horizon specifically looking at MMS' implementation of 



           19    NEPA as applied to the Macondo well.  And that 



           20    investigative report had some pretty strongly-worded 



           21    recommendations in terms of what the federal agency needs 



           22    to consider in its NEPA documentation.  



           23              And one of the things that the North Slope 



           24    Borough is very concerned about are significant 



           25    thresholds.  That is, what are the thresholds that 
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            1    determine whether a particular federal agency will pursue 



            2    an EIS versus an EA.  Now, I understand we are talking 



            3    about a programmatic EIS here.  So the question of EA is a 



            4    little bit in the background, although certainly tiering 



            5    from this EIS will become a large part of the next steps 



            6    to work toward lease sales.  So I wanted to ask whether 



            7    BOEMRE will be considering that CEQ investigation and the 



            8    report in this current EIS.  



            9                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Yeah.  The -- yes, the 



           10    answer is yes.  The answer to CEQ guidance, our NEPA folks 



           11    met with CEQ.  I don't know if CEQ initiated that 



           12    effort --



           13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.  



           14                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Of course.  And CEQ is 



           15    taking an interest in all of our NEPA work.  I can tell 



           16    you that we had a conference call with them at their 



           17    request to go over in detail like I've never seen it.  



           18    I've worked for three federal agencies.  I did NEPA work 



           19    for all three.  I've never seen that kind of scrutiny from 



           20    CEQ in any other context.  And I worked on controversial 



           21    and complex projects, did EAs and EISes for hazardous 



           22    waste facilities and hog farms and relicensing hydropower 



           23    projects and all kinds of different things that -- where 



           24    there was litigation and et cetera, but have never seen 



           25    this kind of scrutiny.  I won't say scrutiny.  Oversight.  
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            1              CEQ is paying very close attention to our NEPA 



            2    compliance.  And with respect to guidance, what I think 



            3    you will end up seeing in the NEPA implementation 



            4    procedures, except for a few idiosyncrasies that are 



            5    unique to our agency, the guidance has already been 



            6    written.  As you know, almost every federal agency has 



            7    NEPA implementation procedures, handbooks.  And there is a 



            8    wealth of guidance.  



            9              And with respect to the five-year plan, I know 



           10    we are going to do this better than any other five-year 



           11    plan because the North Slope Borough is going to be a 



           12    cooperating agency.  



           13                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Good evening.  My name 



           14    is Doreen Lampe.  I'd like to ask this question that I 



           15    asked your staff this afternoon.  And this has been 



           16    getting worse and worse every year.  Every time the oil 



           17    companies come up here and they create a new pipeline, 



           18    they create a new pad for development, they create areas 



           19    where the Native hunters are prohibited from carrying 



           20    firearms, and we are continuously losing more and more 



           21    ground to oil and gas development and infrastructure.  



           22              And AEWC has been the sole entity to try and 



           23    come up with a mechanism where we can tell the oil 



           24    companies time out.  We need a time-out to catch our 



           25    subsistence resources, our natural resources that we have 
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            1    depended on for all our existence.  MMS did not do their 



            2    job.  I was appalled at the news stories about MMS, the 



            3    bribes that they got from the oil companies.  



            4              ICAS had to sue MMS because there was just too 



            5    much goody, goody two-shoe connections between MMS and the 



            6    oil companies.  We had to sue to get our voices heard.  



            7    AEWC has been working hard to create a mechanism to tell 



            8    these oil companies that you allow to drill for oil and 



            9    gas on these lease sales that you permit and allow to 



           10    happen.  You allow it to happen.  That is a big impact 



           11    already.  Is it in the EIS?  No, I don't think so.  Is it 



           12    in any draft EIS?  No.  



           13              You just thank AEWC for doing your job.  That is 



           14    a big impact on all our coastal villages.  And I'm 



           15    appalled that you guys are already coming back up here so 



           16    soon.  The sole survivor of the Gulf of Mexico Deepwater 



           17    Horizon said he tried to warn the oil companies.  He tried 



           18    to warn them, the government.  Who was there to listen at 



           19    the government?  They are getting big fancy bribes from 



           20    them.  They turn the other cheek.  Who is there to listen 



           21    to the little guy?  Who?  



           22              Where is those field inspectors that you 



           23    promised all these people?  You are going to have a great 



           24    new system.  We don't even -- haven't even met your field 



           25    inspectors yet, and you are already coming back up here 
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            1    with some kind of a grandiose plan, that zero tolerance 



            2    crap.  That does not work.  



            3              You try and tell these oil companies to come up 



            4    here December, January, February.  Tell them to come up 



            5    here.  Stay out there in their lease sale for one week.  



            6    See how they are going to survive in that weather out with 



            7    that ice coming in, jamming our coast up, south wind 



            8    bringing all that jam in there, ivu.  



            9              I want to know when you guys are going to take 



           10    the ball and run and carry that CAA agreement on your 



           11    shoulders.  Why do you put the burden on the Inupiat 



           12    people?  That is your burden.  That is the impact you 



           13    created.  That impact is hurting our communities.  And are 



           14    they in the impact statements, your proposed ones?  No, 



           15    nothing.  



           16              And that lone survivor of that Deepwater 



           17    Horizon, who did he have to go to for you guys to finally 



           18    listen?  Of all the problems that he figured out what was 



           19    going wrong and he barely jumped out and lived to tell the 



           20    tale.  What a miracle.  God blessed miracle, that man.  



           21    Not for the oil companies.  That man, I don't know if you 



           22    oil company people have banned him from even ever working 



           23    again, but you guys need to take the ball.  You guys need 



           24    to implement the CAA.  You guys are the one permitting 



           25    this and allowing it, and we are feeling the impacts.  And 
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            1    some of these oil companies don't even want to sign on 



            2    anymore.  



            3              And I want to know who are your field 



            4    inspectors.  Who are your enforcers?  I want to meet them 



            5    before you continue any of these meetings.  And this one 



            6    bad weather canceled how many of your village trips?  



            7    Every single one on the west side of Barrow.  One little 



            8    storm.  And you guys want to go up here and sell more 



            9    lease sales.  



           10              The National Coast Guard Commander Thad Allen, 



           11    he came up here before that incident happened.  He met 



           12    with our tribes.  He had a government to government 



           13    consultation with our tribes.  He was looking for a safe 



           14    harbor in case of storms.  He was checking out the North 



           15    Slope Borough inventory of the search and rescue aircrafts 



           16    and hangar and helicopters.  And they were impressed with 



           17    what little they saw.  Very little.  



           18              And the incidents that should happen up here, 



           19    nobody from Texas, Louisiana, they are not going to be 



           20    able to bring up their ships and put out no blowout well.  



           21    It's going to be only the U.S. Coast Guard.  How many 



           22    commercial vessels you guys have proposed in the beginning 



           23    was only one.  And after how many numerous cries in 



           24    meetings you guys are barely struggling to get two up 



           25    here.  That's not how Shell Oil should be doing business 
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            1    in the first place, and you guys had permitted it and 



            2    allowed it.  



            3              I want to know when you guys are going to take 



            4    the ball and carry on the efforts for CAAs before you do 



            5    any more lease sales.  That should not be the job of AEWC.  



            6    No.  That's your job, MMS, BOEMRE, whatever.  We are 



            7    impacted.  We are not on the impact statements.  



            8                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Did you want me to 



            9    answer those questions?  Which one?



           10                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  CAA.  



           11                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  CAA is an interesting 



           12    dilemma.  2007, the agency did an environmental assessment 



           13    for exploratory drilling proposed by Shell.  We were 



           14    challenged in the Ninth Circuit Court, and the court ruled 



           15    against the agency, found that it had not complied with -- 



           16    fully with the provisions of the National Environmental 



           17    Policy Act, and said this:  They said that the agency 



           18    couldn't rely on the provisions in the CAA, Conflict 



           19    Avoidance Agreement.  It's an agreement to avoid conflicts 



           20    between oil and gas activities and subsistence activities.  



           21    And the court said that the agencies, neither then MMS or 



           22    the National Marine Fisheries Service, could rely on it 



           23    because it wasn't a party to the agreement, and there was 



           24    nothing that it could do if the agreement wasn't reached 



           25    or breached.  
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            1              Then the court withdrew that decision.  And 



            2    Shell withdrew their exploration plan, and the court never 



            3    issued a new decision.  But they issued that decision.  



            4              So what does that mean?  It kind of means, well, 



            5    in my opinion -- and it's just my opinion.  It weakened 



            6    the ability of the CAA to be effective.  But the CAA, the 



            7    Court still found that it was an agreement between the 



            8    industry that signs it, particular companies, and the 



            9    AEWC.  And so the Court didn't go into whether or not that 



           10    was binding with respect to giving the AEWC the ability to 



           11    hold the companies legally responsible for any breach of 



           12    that agreement.  Didn't go into that.  Just said, then, 



           13    MMS, our agency, and the National Marine Fisheries Service 



           14    couldn't rely on it for mitigation.  



           15              It is the law under the Marine Mammal Protection 



           16    Act that the agencies, my agency, NMFS, that enforces the 



           17    Marine Mammal Protection Act or any agency can't approve 



           18    anything or allow anything to occur that would prohibit 



           19    the stock -- in the case of whales, for example, the stock 



           20    from being available for subsistence.  That's a provision 



           21    in the Marine Mammal Protection Act to specifically 



           22    protect subsistence activities.  And we intend to comply 



           23    with that provision and every other provision of the 



           24    Marine Mammal Protection Act.  



           25              And we intend to make sure that industry doesn't 
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            1    unreasonably interfere with subsistence activity of any 



            2    kind.  And we think it's significant, and significant with 



            3    respect for the purposes of NEPA that if any community 



            4    is -- their whaling activities are disrupted for even one 



            5    season, that's significant.  



            6              So Ben asked a question earlier -- maybe it was 



            7    Robert -- somebody, or both.  Everybody is pointing -- you 



            8    are raising your hand, somebody is pointing at you.  Okay.  



            9    Where is the -- what does the agency consider significant, 



           10    significant harm to the human environment.  One disruption 



           11    of whaling for one season by anyone, even only one 



           12    community, that's significant.  That's the bar.  We won't 



           13    approve anything that will disrupt whaling to any one 



           14    community for any one whaling season.



           15                    MS. EMMA POKON:  Can you clarify what you 



           16    mean by disrupt?  Is that one day or the entire season of 



           17    the hunt?  What?  I'm Emma Pokon.  I'm with the Borough.  



           18    I just was wondering if you could expand on what you meant 



           19    by disrupt.  



           20                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Disrupt as in taking 



           21    away the ability to whale during that season one day.  We 



           22    hope that it doesn't happen for one day.  We certainly 



           23    wouldn't knowingly allow industry to disrupt for one day 



           24    but, you know, come back and say they disrupted whaling 



           25    for one day, they crossed the bar, I think that's -- you 
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            1    are getting -- you are getting close to where the 



            2    reasonable line lies there.  



            3              1985, Shell admits they disrupted whaling.  We 



            4    wouldn't allow that to occur again, those activities.  And 



            5    the whaling captains and the people that were here, the 



            6    whaling crews, they all know what happened then, and those 



            7    kinds of activities by oil and gas would not be authorized 



            8    by our agency again.  



            9                    MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  Our 



           10    communities have worked on these processes for a long 



           11    time.  There is a lot of concern that has been expressed 



           12    through generations.  There also been generations of 



           13    impacts that have occurred and multiplied throughout this 



           14    process.  We have expressed concerns about health that 



           15    have affected us.  Air quality changes and continued 



           16    emissions related to the burned gas.  We have expressed 



           17    concerns about changes to the water affecting fish 



           18    migration passages.  We have complained about concerns to 



           19    changes to the land affecting migratory patterns of 



           20    animals that we depend on; yet many of our concerns have 



           21    not been taken to the heart of the understanding about 



           22    these issues.  



           23              Your discussion in response only heightens my 



           24    concern that it's not appropriate with your understanding 



           25    as to what our impacts are.  When we have one day of 
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            1    weather appropriate for whaling and it's preventing a 



            2    successful harvest, that is very devastating to some of 



            3    our village communities that rely on these resources for 



            4    the nourishment of our families for the winter season to 



            5    come.  When you have multiple species impacted and 



            6    affecting multiple families in these processes, that's 



            7    also very devastating to our communities when we are 



            8    trying to give our families a variety of nutritions from 



            9    the varieties of food that are necessary for our bodies to 



           10    consume in the ways that we consume them with the health 



           11    needs that we have.  



           12              We have had changes that have affected the 



           13    health of some of our foods already.  Early discussions 



           14    related to historic developments and contaminants 



           15    affecting fish and the way that this information was 



           16    presented to our communities was also very bad in the 



           17    process.  Taking a whole year to get it to the right 



           18    community that was closest to the impact was not 



           19    appropriate, as well as the design of the study not 



           20    looking at the way that our families consume these fish 



           21    and the way that it affects our sharing of these 



           22    resources, having the good new first tastes from the 



           23    grandparents to the grandchildren, developing the sharing 



           24    of these resources to learn the varieties of the body 



           25    parts that we consume in our processes.  All of these 
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            1    things are very important.  



            2              Teaching our families these stories of how to 



            3    prepare these things, but yet the value within the process 



            4    that is put before us does not take all of these factors 



            5    into consideration in this process.  And many of these 



            6    things lead to other reactions and social reactions and 



            7    negativity and other downtrodden efforts that cause a lot 



            8    of conflict.  



            9              But when we were working constantly and trying 



           10    to communicate all these efforts and they are never 



           11    enforced upon -- many of the documents that you have put 



           12    forward have changed all of our layers of understanding 



           13    what's supposed to be done in one area versus another area 



           14    with who is supposed to be receiving these concerns in the 



           15    right level in order to create a reaction that prevents 



           16    loss of harvesting and the sharing of these things.  When 



           17    we are having to constantly work in an effort to get the 



           18    communication to the process and making sure that all of 



           19    the stories that go with it affect the decisionmaking, 



           20    it's impossible because it's been broken down into so many 



           21    fragmentations, as well as your processes of dealing with 



           22    these developments.  



           23              You put some of these development plans with 



           24    minimal scenarios, and yet all of the piecemeals that are 



           25    supposed to be looking at the process do not get put into 
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            1    the studies that look at some of these impacts, all of 



            2    these things affect how we deal with this process.  We get 



            3    a lot of anger and frustration.  We get a lot of 



            4    repercussions in our daily lives as we are walking into 



            5    our stores and into our churches because we have people 



            6    that have had impacts to this process.  



            7              I went to seven villages on the North Slope last 



            8    year, and I had concerns at every community of health of 



            9    our foods, of our resources affecting the health of our 



           10    people.  We share these stories over and over in various 



           11    ways, but where does it go?  And the layers of the 



           12    processes to effect changes that prevent some of these 



           13    impacts.  



           14              You talked about some of the ways things have 



           15    been done and, yes, it's a flaring of an understanding, 



           16    but it's not a full understanding that you have.  Unless 



           17    we are continually there educating you in the process, 



           18    then your understanding gets changed and your process of 



           19    continuing with others in these decisionmaking processes, 



           20    you only give me greater concern.  There is a lot of 



           21    concern that's already there.  The breakdown of these 



           22    processes in trying to allow us to effectively be involved 



           23    in the process is not working very well.  It's only 



           24    causing us a lot of pain.  



           25              We have needs to continue our traditional and 
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            1    cultural activities in spite of the changes that are being 



            2    proposed with your efforts to come here in these 



            3    processes, yet the risks are with us.  We cannot allow the 



            4    way that it has been broken down to continue.  Industry's 



            5    control of the research process, industry's 



            6    self-monitoring cannot continue.  We need to have a better 



            7    process in these factors because it's not a good enough 



            8    process.  



            9              The failures that are being demonstrated, the 



           10    rural designation of some of the processes of the 



           11    pipelines and how it's being monitored, the failures of 



           12    this process to effectively monitor Alpine.  We already 



           13    had leaks there.  It's one of your newer small footprints 



           14    in the sand, and yet the hours to monitor and effectively 



           15    deal with this process we still have leakages occurring.  



           16    Year after year we still have multiple sites that are 



           17    leaking, and yet our monitoring system is only getting to 



           18    one to ten percent of the leakages.  



           19              Those kind of failures of these type of 



           20    regulatory efforts are really concerning.  But the bigger 



           21    thing is we worked really hard to get a health impact 



           22    assessment.  The failure to get this into a good process 



           23    so that it assesses on the ocean -- it needs to be done.  



           24    It started in various layers in the past.  It's never been 



           25    completed.  It needs to be done as part of this process.  
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            1    It cannot be a weekend assessment that we got with NPRA.  



            2    It needs to be a better health impact assessment.  There 



            3    is better mechanisms on the Internet on the international 



            4    level than what we have in our assessment.  



            5              Also, the tools to get all of the responses to 



            6    be true abilities to respond instead of stories and plans 



            7    on paper need to be done.  I watched what happened with 



            8    the Gulf.  I went down and toured the spill.  It only gave 



            9    the stories of our Elders that said these plans will fail 



           10    reassurance that we know what we are talking about.  They 



           11    were failures in many ways.  We know that efforts putting 



           12    boom out there is not going to work the same up here.  



           13    Inches of ice is going to disrupt that.  



           14              The environment that we have is changing so 



           15    rapidly.  Your ability to look at research that's been 



           16    done over generations versus what's really occurring right 



           17    now in our environment is very different.  They have to be 



           18    continued, updated, monitored and assessed and reassessed.  



           19    And we don't have the mechanisms in place to allow us to 



           20    effectively monitor it or assess it.  



           21              Thank you.  



           22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you, Rosemary.  



           23                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  First I'd like to say 



           24    thanks to Doreen and Rosemary and Roy for their heartfelt 



           25    comments here.  And the concern that they expressed is one 
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            1    that we of wildlife management for the Borough hear on a 



            2    regular basis.  So even though BOEMRE may not be feeling 



            3    very welcome at the moment, we haven't done a good job of 



            4    saying welcome to Barrow.  And thank you, you know, Jim, 



            5    especially you, for coming up as an Acting Director for 



            6    Alaska.  We certainly appreciate your ear here in town as 



            7    well as in the other villages across the North Slope.  



            8    Thank you for you coming in.  Bob, thanks for you coming 



            9    up from the Gulf.  And I didn't catch your name, but you 



           10    are from D.C.  Thank you for coming, as well.  Appreciate 



           11    it.  



           12              So even though I said thank you, I want to add a 



           13    couple of minor criticisms for requests for the future.  



           14    One is I've never been to a scoping meeting on a federal 



           15    holiday, and it seems very peculiar that BOEMRE would be 



           16    having a scoping meeting today, President's Day.  So 



           17    avoiding those in the future would be worthwhile.  



           18              I also am a little disappointed that there 



           19    aren't big maps on the wall showing where the planning 



           20    areas are and showing where the active leases are.  You 



           21    know, the map, while a little bit helpful that's drawn up 



           22    here, it doesn't do a real good job of depicting where the 



           23    planning areas are and so future meetings having a good 



           24    map would be helpful.  



           25              So I know that you are looking for advice from 
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            1    the communities about the next five-year plan and what to 



            2    do for leasing.  You have heard tonight, and I'm sure you 



            3    have heard in other communities and you certainly will in 



            4    the future concerns about oil spills.  And of course, 



            5    that's all because of what happened in the Gulf of Mexico.  



            6    So in my opinion, that before any additional drilling 



            7    occurs up here, there really has to be a demonstration 



            8    that the oil companies are capable of preventing an oil 



            9    spill, or in the event that bad things happen, that they 



           10    are capable of cleaning up that oil spill, including a 



           11    major one.  



           12              Obviously oil companies don't bear all the 



           13    burden when an oil spill, when a tragedy happens like 



           14    happened in the Gulf of Mexico.  The Coast Guard was 



           15    intimately involved.  I'm sure BOEMRE and National Marine 



           16    Fisheries Service and other agencies were involved.  And 



           17    Jeff, as you mentioned earlier, you know, there is 



           18    concerns about infrastructure.  There aren't the airports; 



           19    there aren't harbors to help bring the equipment that 



           20    would be needed to clean up an oil spill.  And all of that 



           21    needs to be remedied before additional work occurs in the 



           22    offshore and the Arctic Alaska.  



           23              In my opinion, there shouldn't be any leasing in 



           24    the Chukchi or the Beaufort Sea in the next five years, 



           25    that there is quite a few active leases.  There have been 
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            1    problems with NEPA documents.  There have been problems 



            2    with EPA documents or assessments, and it seems like the 



            3    government and the companies really need to sort out 



            4    those, get those -- get those environmental assessments 



            5    right, get those regulations right before doing any more 



            6    leases, before allowing for drilling to go forward.  



            7              So I guess that's kind of my overall general 



            8    comment.  Maybe I'll kind of give some other folks a 



            9    chance to talk and then provide some more detailed 



           10    comments here in a little bit, as well.  



           11                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  If you have written 



           12    comments, we can get them into the record.



           13                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Thanks.  I'll have to 



           14    send those to Mary or Jim or somebody.  



           15                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  You don't have to read 



           16    them.  You can put them in the record.



           17                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Yeah.



           18                    MR. TODD SFORMO:  Todd Sformo.  Following 



           19    up on Robert's comments, you mentioned at the beginning 



           20    there were 30 exploratory wells drilled in the Beaufort 



           21    side and five in the Chukchi side.  And yet I don't know 



           22    of any single agency that's able to track all of the 



           23    shipping that is occurring there.  I've talked to the 



           24    Coast Guard and other agencies and companies, and yet all 



           25    of the shipping out there is not accounted for.  So if 
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            1    there is a problem out there, how are -- how will your 



            2    agency, you know, try to remedy this problem?  I mean it 



            3    seems like it's something that has to be accounted for in 



            4    your plan.  



            5                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  What kind of a problem 



            6    are you talking about?



            7                    MR. TODD SFORMO:  Well, I can't tell -- if 



            8    I -- I can't go to one single place to find out what kind 



            9    of shipping is going on, what ships are going through from 



           10    the Chukchi to the Beaufort side.  



           11                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Tim, what is the -- A, 



           12    starts with an A?



           13                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  There is an Arctic 



           14    Marine -- well, I'll just try to speak loud enough.  There 



           15    is a document called the Arctic Marine Shipping 



           16    assessment.  It was adopted by the Arctic Council, which 



           17    is made up of eight Arctic nations.  They labored very 



           18    hard to get a count of the shipping and where they are 



           19    going to and from, but your point is well taken in that 



           20    there is no one central agency that's keeping track of 



           21    where -- where ships are going to and from.  Obviously, 



           22    the general trend is rising exponentially in the last 15 



           23    years and destined to keep going in that direction.  And 



           24    as time goes forward, because of the melting polar ice 



           25    cap, is just making all that increase over time into the 
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            1    future.  



            2              However, the thing in the Gulf of Mexico is they 



            3    have way more shipping down there than there is up here.  



            4    I'm not sure -- that's one issue that I really didn't hear 



            5    a thing about during the Gulf spill was, you know, do 



            6    ships keep an eye out for the spill and try to go around 



            7    it or whatever.  I know there was a spill on the 



            8    Mississippi River, I think it was downriver from New 



            9    Orleans, and caused a big clog in shipping for a few 



           10    weeks, and that really messed things up for a while.  But 



           11    out there in the open water, I don't know.  And up here 



           12    there is no -- your point is well taken.  There is no 



           13    single agency that's responsible.  



           14                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Thank you.  Ben Greene.  



           15    And this will just be a very quick note.  In the interest 



           16    of making your Barrow visit as productive as possible, I 



           17    want to bring your attention -- and maybe you are already 



           18    aware -- but a very fascinating and relatively rare event 



           19    occurred along the coast right outside of Barrow just over 



           20    the last weekend.  



           21                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  We noticed because we 



           22    were here last week.



           23                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Make sure to take a very 



           24    careful look at the ivu.  There are blocks of ice the size 



           25    of moderate-sized houses that were obviously pushed with a 
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            1    great deal of force a significant distance.  And so, good, 



            2    I'm glad to hear that you got to see that.  I just wanted 



            3    to bring that to your attention.



            4                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  I'd like to comment on 



            5    that.  We were here last week and we flew down from Barrow 



            6    to Wainwright, and we saw what we thought was a pretty big 



            7    lead.  It was, let's say, a quarter of a mile wide.  Wow, 



            8    look at that.  We were all commenting on it.  When we came 



            9    back the next day, the open water was just about to the 



           10    horizon, and then Friday was the -- the wind was blowing 



           11    30 miles an hour from the west and southwest, and then it 



           12    became an ivu.  So yeah, we were -- it was amazing to see 



           13    it.  Kind of the lead up from the air really was 



           14    impressive.  



           15                    MS. J. ST. VINCENT:  I'm J. St. Vincent.  



           16    I have a question that was generated by listening to Roy 



           17    and Doreen and Rosemary that I hadn't thought about before 



           18    about subsistence impacts.  Has anyone in your agency or 



           19    have you sent individuals or a team to the Slope to stay 



           20    with a subsistence activity during one season, like 



           21    somebody from your agency to be with the Inupiat people to 



           22    see what goes on during, say, one caribou harvest or one 



           23    whaling season so the agency would understand more closely 



           24    what Rosemary would be talking about about what one day 



           25    could mean during whaling season?  Has that happened? 
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            1                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Do you think that the 



            2    Deputy Regional Director should do that?



            3                    MS. J. ST. VINCENT:  I'd like to see the 



            4    Deputy Regional Director do it.  I'll take pictures.  



            5                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Much of NEPA doesn't 



            6    apply to the Native hunter's ability to harvest.  NEPA 



            7    doesn't apply for AEWC to enforce a CAA, but there are 



            8    other federal regulations, rules and regulations that 



            9    apply that need to be enforced like ANILCA and MMPA.  Who 



           10    will be the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation 



           11    and Enforcement person who will be assigned to be our 



           12    advocate for our right to exist and not be left with a 



           13    dump of industrial waste?  If it can't be enforced through 



           14    AEWC and the State level, it surely can be enforced at the 



           15    federal level.  And I want to know who you are going to 



           16    assign to work with us on this.  



           17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  You mean by name?



           18                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Whatever.  I mean, you 



           19    have got some kind of a big, new game plan.  We haven't 



           20    heard much about it.  All you want to do is hear from us, 



           21    and we haven't even heard your game plan.  



           22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Okay.  Well, we would 



           23    be glad to explain the parameters, the details of our 



           24    reorganization to the communities, to ICAS, to the other 



           25    tribes if people are interested in doing that.  Our 
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            1    community liaison is, directly from the job description, 



            2    an advocate of communities and especially federally 



            3    recognized tribes through government to government 



            4    consultation and through other -- 



            5                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  But they have got no 



            6    muscles to enforce a CAA.  I want to know who within the 



            7    enforcement agency can we work with to make this happen 



            8    and get those burden -- some responsibilities off the 



            9    local level.  



           10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  When a federal judge 



           11    says your agency has no ability to do anything about those 



           12    provisions if they are breached or they can't be reached, 



           13    that was a problem that came out of that lawsuit that we 



           14    don't know how to overcome.  We would be happy to work 



           15    with the communities and especially with the AEWC and 



           16    others in the whaling communities to reconcile that 



           17    problem, but it exists.  And being an advocate for the 



           18    communities, for the AEWC is one thing.  Enforcing 



           19    provisions or getting -- forcing industry to adopt 



           20    provisions in the CAA is something that is problematic.



           21                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  What's the biggest 



           22    problem about it?  What is it?  You lack jurisdiction?  



           23    What is the biggest problem?  



           24                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  That's what the judge 



           25    said.  Nothing you can do.
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            1                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  But you are leasing the 



            2    ocean out there.  



            3                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Nothing you can do if 



            4    it's not reached or if it's breached.  I think 



            5    everybody -- at least the people who belong to 



            6    organizations that were plaintiffs in that case remember 



            7    that court decision.



            8                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  There is some federal 



            9    regulations that apply to my right to live.  



           10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Certainly.  



           11    Environmental justice and many other provisions under 



           12    federal environmental law and under the MMPA all are part 



           13    and parcel to things that fall into that category.  And we 



           14    want to protect your right to live and your environment 



           15    and your -- 



           16                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  And subsist.  My right 



           17    to life and subsist -- 



           18                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  And subsist.  



           19                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  -- because the way you 



           20    guys deal with us, you just say zero tolerance.  You are 



           21    so very much pro oil development that you guys don't even 



           22    really seriously consider how to protect the Arctic Ocean.  



           23    There will be no access to no oil tree for your Coast 



           24    Guard or nobody else, for that matter, to get out there.  



           25    If there was an accident, that you guys would not be able 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        40







            1    to get out there and send all your hundreds of ships from 



            2    the Gulf of Mexico up to the Arctic.  And that will just 



            3    wipe out the whole Arctic Chukchi Sea migration route.  



            4    All the whales be dead.  



            5              And who is going to go to jail?  Who is going to 



            6    pay the fine?  One captain went to jail for one year when 



            7    Barrow went over the quota limit.  Who is going to jail?  



            8    Who went to jail for BP?  What happened to those human 



            9    beings that live down there?  Their rights were just 



           10    trampled on.  



           11                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  Lois Epstein.  I'm an 



           12    engineer with the Wilderness Society in Anchorage.  And I 



           13    guess one comment I have is I'm hearing a lot of 



           14    frustration here about whether there is any information 



           15    that could be provided to BOEMRE that might result in a 



           16    decision not to lease.  Is there any information that 



           17    would show that the difficulties of cleanup, the lack of 



           18    enforcement, the lack of ability to carry out the 



           19    provisions of the Conflict Avoidance Agreement, any of 



           20    that might be in and of itself for some to say we 



           21    shouldn't go forward?  But what I'm hearing is that this 



           22    is -- this is happening.  And is there any type of data or 



           23    legal problems or anything that could convince the 



           24    Administration?  Maybe you could just give us a feel for 



           25    that.  
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            1                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  There is a plethora of 



            2    things, a lot of them that we talked about tonight.  On 



            3    the other hand, you have two -- roughly three billion 



            4    dollars worth of leases in the Beaufort and Chukchi Sea 



            5    that belong to companies.  



            6              The United States government issued those 



            7    leases, collected that money.  Those lessees have certain 



            8    rights.  The resource estimates for the Chukchi Sea as 



            9    they analyze data over again and to a minor extent gain 



           10    new data, those resource estimates are increasing.  And 



           11    what may be larger than the largest oil field on earth is 



           12    believed to be out there.  That's on the other side of the 



           13    equation.  



           14              My job isn't to talk anybody into anything here.  



           15    I like to answer questions.  I try to stay out of 



           16    arguments because as much as people may not think, I don't 



           17    work for companies.  I don't advocate for their interests.  



           18    I work for the United States government, the Department of 



           19    the Interior, and for today the Bureau of Ocean Energy 



           20    Management, Regulation and Enforcement.  And this process 



           21    under the National Environmental Policy Act and tonight's 



           22    meeting is to get comments from the public on the notion 



           23    that one or more offshore oil and gas lease sales would be 



           24    held in the Arctic in the Beaufort planning area and 



           25    Chukchi planning area that, quite frankly, has not been 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        42







            1    defined.  I don't have a map because it's a blank slate 



            2    tonight.  



            3              And so at every meeting that we have held so 



            4    far -- and I'm quite certain that every meeting this 



            5    agency holds in Alaska -- I know a little bit about 



            6    meetings that this agency holds in Alaska -- there will be 



            7    even more concerns in more areas about holding offshore -- 



            8    more offshore oil and gas lease sales.  Whether or not 



            9    there will be a totality of things that convince the 



           10    ultimate decisionmaker not to hold any oil and gas lease 



           11    sales, I don't know.  I don't know.  Maybe.  That's my 



           12    best guess.  Maybe.  



           13              The decisionmaker might even ask me.  What I 



           14    think is a less important than if the decisionmaker asks 



           15    me what I heard during public scoping meetings.  And my 



           16    job is to tell that person exactly what all of you tell 



           17    me.  And I'll do that, whether I agree with it or not.  



           18    I'll tell the truth.  I'll tell them exactly, as I 



           19    remember it anyway.  And I don't think I'm biased.  I'm 



           20    not because I understand everybody's position here.  I can 



           21    relate in more ways than you can imagine to the way people 



           22    feel, even the ones that feel very strongly, even the ones 



           23    who are the most upset.  I can relate to that.  



           24              So I don't have a problem with telling the 



           25    decisionmaker exactly what people told me.  And they have 
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            1    in the past, right before Chukchi Sea sale 193, asked the 



            2    question whether or not people in these communities in the 



            3    North Slope Borough felt that the oil companies could 



            4    clean up a major oil spill.  Asked a whole room full of 



            5    people that question.  That's a question where they might 



            6    not like the answer.  So it's real silent.  And I had just 



            7    been up here and spoken to folks.  Doreen remembers and I 



            8    think a few other people remember the first time I came up 



            9    here and managed meetings.  So it was real easy just for 



           10    me to say no.  



           11              And then the next question was:  Well, can they?  



           12    And I said I'd bet my money on prevention because the 



           13    worst day in the Arctic they will be lucky to stay alive, 



           14    much less clean anything up.  You don't have a lot of time 



           15    to talk during those meetings, but I got the message 



           16    across.  They held the oil and gas lease sale anyway.  



           17    That's -- you know, that's the decisionmaker's shot to 



           18    call.  



           19              In the document, in the executive summary, I 



           20    would hope that these concerns, at least the ones, the 



           21    concerns that are most relevant to this five-year plan, 



           22    will be articulated.  I can make sure that that happens.  



           23    I have -- I have quite a bit to say over what ends up in 



           24    our environmental documents.  That can sway a 



           25    decisionmaker.  They are going to read that for sure.  
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            1    They are going to get a briefing on the document.  I 



            2    forgot how many pages our five-year programmatic EISes 



            3    are.  2,000?



            4                    MR. BOB SEBASTIAN:  It's large.  



            5                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Yeah.  And these 



            6    Assistant Secretaries and the Secretary of the Interior, 



            7    there are just literally hundreds of environmental 



            8    documents being produced by people within their agency.  



            9    These are very important, and you can bet after the 



           10    Deepwater Horizon these decisions have the utmost 



           11    attention of the Secretary and the President.  So those 



           12    decisions will be well thought this time around.  



           13              And everything that has been said tonight and 



           14    has been said in the previous meetings I think are all 



           15    compelling reasons to not; but at the same time, people 



           16    said we need the economic opportunities; the TransAlaska 



           17    Pipeline is in a decline, and without the offshore 



           18    contribution eventually will stop flowing, and that's an 



           19    important part of the economy.  We have heard a little bit 



           20    of that at the meetings so far.  We will hear a lot more 



           21    in Anchorage.  



           22              The majority -- this isn't a democracy, but the 



           23    majority of the people in Alaska have been proponents of 



           24    offshore oil development.  But it doesn't make any 



           25    difference.  It's not a voting thing.  And through 
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            1    litigation, through the public process, facilitated by 



            2    NEPA, through other efforts that agency heads have made to 



            3    hear what people have to say, I think it's pretty safe to 



            4    say, put that all together and that's why nine years will 



            5    have passed and you will not -- and you have not seen one 



            6    single exploratory drilling project in Alaska's Outer 



            7    Continental Shelf.  That has not ever happened since they 



            8    first started drilling in the OCS in Alaska, ever.  They 



            9    went, I think, four or five years once in the mid '80s.  



           10              There were two years when I believe there were 



           11    17 exploration wells one year and 17 exploration wells the 



           12    following year.  And one of them was '85 when Shell 



           13    disrupted whaling activities.  So when you hear the 



           14    leaders here in the North Slope say too much too fast too 



           15    soon, I'm sure that has something to do with it.  There 



           16    was too much going on too fast, and whaling was disrupted 



           17    for an entire community for an entire season.  Shell 



           18    acknowledges it.  It's no secret.  



           19               Robert.  Thank you for raising your hand.



           20                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  I figured I'd get you 



           21    to stop talking for a while if I raised my hand.  Lois 



           22    just mentioned a few things about the lack of information 



           23    in the Chukchi planning area, such as limited ability to 



           24    clean up oil and other things.  One thing that the North 



           25    Slope Borough has commented on in the past that we haven't 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        46







            1    really talked about tonight -- Jeff, I think you mentioned 



            2    it earlier on -- is that there is really a limitation in 



            3    the amount of information in the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas  



            4    for making wise decisions.  



            5              Without a doubt, MMS -- BOEMRE and MMS before 



            6    has spent a lot of money helping to collect important 



            7    information, but the environment has changed hugely.  You 



            8    know, the ice has retreated.  The ice is getting thinner.  



            9    And the environment is changing in lots of other ways.  



           10    And so even though we have got a lot of old information, 



           11    it probably isn't pertinent to what's happening now.  So 



           12    we need to continue to collect information and do so as 



           13    rapidly as we can, especially if lease sales are going to 



           14    be held and if oil companies are going to be permitted to 



           15    drill.  



           16              So I'd like to thank BOEMRE for the science 



           17    that's going on.  I look forward to potential 



           18    collaborations between the Borough and BOEMRE with regard 



           19    to science and collecting needed information, but we 



           20    definitely need to move forward with that.  



           21              The oil companies, of course, collect a lot of 



           22    science, as well.  They go out and look for marine mammals 



           23    and look for birds and measure sounds that they are 



           24    putting into the water, and I think that's all really 



           25    positive.  However, they keep their information private.  
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            1    They don't share it with people.  



            2              Sure, they will summarize it and give people the 



            3    summaries, but if BOEMRE is going to allow Shell and 



            4    Conoco Phillips and Stat Oil and other companies to go out 



            5    on the ocean and collect environmental data -- not 



            6    necessarily the seismic data or drilling data, but the 



            7    environmental data about what's happening in the water or 



            8    on the water, that that information should be required to 



            9    be made public; the data, not necessarily just the 



           10    reports; that other people should have the right to be 



           11    able to look at that information without having to try to 



           12    interpret what the oil companies have done in summarizing 



           13    the data.  



           14              So the scientific process needs to be much more 



           15    transparent than it currently is or has been for decades 



           16    up here.  



           17              In the past -- well, also related to kind of 



           18    studies is the issue of cumulative impacts.  This is kind 



           19    of what Todd was talking about a moment ago about ship 



           20    traffic.  All the ships that are moving through the Arctic 



           21    are putting a lot of sound into the water, and that sound 



           22    has the potential to deflect bowheads or belugas or other 



           23    animals away from areas where they used to be hunted or 



           24    areas where they feed or rest or calve.  



           25              And so we need to better understand cumulative 
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            1    impacts.  And in order to do that, we have to have a good 



            2    archive of information about what the human activities 



            3    were out there.  We need to know all the ships.  And most 



            4    of the ships that are out there are oil and gas companies, 



            5    but there is others, too.  We need to have good 



            6    information about the human activities in the Beaufort and 



            7    Chukchi Sea planning area, and we need that information to 



            8    assess cumulative impacts.  



            9              On top of that, we also know that the 



           10    exploration activities in Canada, especially in the 



           11    eastern Beaufort Sea and in Russia in the western Chukchi 



           12    Sea, that oil exploration is increasing there, too.  And 



           13    so BOEMRE needs to make sure they are talking to their 



           14    Canadian counterparts and Russian counterparts to be aware 



           15    of the information about activities that are going on 



           16    there so when you do the NEPA analysis of cumulative 



           17    impacts, you can actually do a reasonable job of assessing 



           18    them; not just listing them out, but assessing what the 



           19    cumulative impacts might be to the biology of bowhead 



           20    whales, belugas, or other animals.  



           21              And then one other comment that I want to make 



           22    is that in the past there have been deferral areas in the 



           23    Beaufort Sea for whaling.  There was one around Barrow.  



           24    There was one around Cross Island for the Nuiqsut hunters 



           25    and there was one around Kaktovik.  And currently those 
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            1    deferral areas around Kaktovik and Barrow are still in 



            2    place.  But, I don't know, maybe five or ten years ago the 



            3    deferral area around Cross Island was removed.  And I 



            4    think that was disappointing.  And I think that BOEMRE 



            5    should seriously consider putting that deferral area back 



            6    in place.  Obviously there are leases that have already 



            7    been sold there, and I'm not suggesting that necessarily 



            8    those leases be bought back, but don't offer any more 



            9    lease tracts in the deferral area around Cross Island in 



           10    the next five-year plan.  



           11              And this really gets to kind of what Doreen is 



           12    trying to get at is, like, sure, the CAA between oil 



           13    companies and the AEWC can't be used by the federal 



           14    government to enforce, you know, disturbance issues 



           15    related to marine mammals, but you guys can do something.  



           16    You can do things to make sure that marine mammals are 



           17    available to hunters in the areas where they have been in 



           18    the past.  A deferral area or time in area closures are 



           19    certainly things that should be considered in an EIS for 



           20    the Beaufort and Chukchi Sea planning areas.  



           21                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Robert, what kind of 



           22    an exclusion zone in Cross Island would you recommend, the 



           23    same one that was there before or bigger?  



           24                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  To tell you the truth, 



           25    I don't remember exactly what was there before, but 
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            1    talking to the Nuiqsut hunters would be the best road to 



            2    take.  The other piece of information that would be 



            3    valuable is the study that you helped fund, and I think 



            4    Shell may have helped fund part of it, as well, which is 



            5    the Michael Galganaitis study on looking at tracks of 



            6    where the hunting crews went when they were out whaling, 



            7    and that information will provide lots of good details 



            8    about where boats go.  



            9                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Science that industry 



           10    has today that you know that is complete that you would 



           11    like and haven't been able to obtain, can you name 



           12    anything?



           13                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Everything.  They 



           14    won't provide any of their data in terms of some of the 



           15    contaminants data.  



           16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Can you send to me via 



           17    e-mail the specifics, and then we will try to see if we 



           18    can just -- I mean, you know, pick, like, your top to 



           19    start with, top three things and then we will go to work 



           20    just to see how we do.  



           21                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  That would be 



           22    fantastic.  It's always been problematic that the 



           23    companies are willing to baseline -- they are willing to 



           24    share summarized information but not the raw data, with 



           25    one exception, and that exception is BP.  And they have 
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            1    been more than willing to share the data with us.  So 



            2    despite their problems in the Gulf of Mexico and on the 



            3    North Slope in some cases, from a science perspective they 



            4    have been quite willing to work with us and be very 



            5    transparent in their science, except seismic data.  



            6                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Well, proprietary data 



            7    we will have little luck with, and we might go to jail if 



            8    we give it up.  



            9                    MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  My name is Geoff 



           10    Carroll.  And I have been a wildlife biologist on the 



           11    North Slope for over 30 years.  I've worked for the 



           12    National Marine Fisheries, the North Slope Borough, and 



           13    currently Alaska Department of Fish & Game.  I'm going to 



           14    be speaking as a private citizen, and these don't 



           15    represent the views of any agency.  



           16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Fair enough.



           17                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  He just doesn't want 



           18    to get fired.



           19                    MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  Okay.  I'd like to 



           20    thank you also for coming up here and getting people's 



           21    input and opinions on this very important subject.  First 



           22    I have a question and then I'll have a few comments.  The 



           23    question is, you know, with the Gulf of Mexico spill, what 



           24    we observed was a situation where there have been all 



           25    these amazing advances on their ability to drill.  They 
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            1    were drilling in five miles of water and going way down 



            2    and going a long way beyond that.  And there have been 



            3    amazing advances in that technology, but when there was a 



            4    spill, it was like back to the Dark Ages.  I mean, there 



            5    have been no advances really in oil spill cleanup.  



            6              And kind of a question is, is there a push 



            7    within your agency to somehow advance the research and 



            8    development in oil spill cleanup techniques?  



            9                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Well, there is 



           10    probably a bigger push now than there has been maybe ever 



           11    within this agency, my agency.  I personally, though -- 



           12    I've cleaned up small oil spills when I worked for the 



           13    Navy Public Works Center in San Diego.  Never large oil 



           14    spills on the water.  I'm not optimistic that there is 



           15    going to be some massive advance here.  I haven't given it 



           16    a lot of thought, but there has been a lot of great people 



           17    that -- including some famous people, the actor -- I 



           18    forgot his name, the good-looking fellow, and whatnot that 



           19    have worked on it.  



           20              And so, you know, things are -- necessity is the 



           21    mother of invention, but we haven't seen much.  And we 



           22    have been cleaning up things we spill on our floor the 



           23    same old way.  Maybe more wasteful than we used to.  We 



           24    used to use a rag; now we use throw-away stuff.  But I 



           25    don't think you are going to ever see some gizmo that you 
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            1    can throw out there on the water -- maybe I'm wrong.  I 



            2    hope I'm wrong -- but I'm doubtful that there is going to 



            3    be significant advances.  



            4              And really when you think about it, especially 



            5    in the Arctic and especially given the causation for the 



            6    Deepwater Horizon -- the causation primarily is 



            7    complacency, the opposite of which is vigilance.  And only 



            8    11 people died.  A lot more could have.  They had a lot of 



            9    personal reasons to be vigilant, and they weren't.  



           10              There is -- there are -- I think your well 



           11    control enhancement, other prevention, a regulatory regime 



           12    that is both feared and respected, things that are 



           13    longstanding motivators of vigilance will negate the need 



           14    for some new inventions in spill response, but that's just 



           15    my opinion.  Sorry.  Long answer.



           16                    MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  Okay.  Thank you.  You 



           17    know, I, along with a lot of North Slope people, you know, 



           18    we really do appreciate the economic benefits that 



           19    petroleum development has brought, and we would probably 



           20    like to see this continue, but however, we want to see 



           21    this done with as little negative impact to the people, 



           22    the wildlife and the rest of the environment as possible.  



           23              And I might have kind got off on the wrong track 



           24    in my comments here.  Basically I saw this as a scoping 



           25    meeting, so right now they are suggestions of topics I'd 
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            1    like to see covered when you write your environmental 



            2    impact statement and, you know, develop your five-year 



            3    plan.  So you know, okay.  



            4              When we hear about offshore development, 



            5    probably the first thing that comes to mind is the risk of 



            6    an oil spill.  We know that oil spills are quite possible.  



            7    We've seen huge devastating oil spills in Prince William 



            8    Sound and the Gulf of Mexico.  We also know that they're 



            9    very difficult to clean up and that they have many 



           10    impacts.  



           11              There are several aspects about the Arctic, such 



           12    as ice-covered waters, the cold, the dark, distance to 



           13    infrastructure that make it extremely difficult to clean 



           14    up a spill.  Many people here feel that oil development 



           15    should just not occur until there are proven methods for 



           16    controlling and cleaning up an oil spill.  Because a major 



           17    oil spill is quite possible and because it would be 



           18    extremely difficult to clean one up, I'd like to see 



           19    BOEMRE address the following issues in the environmental 



           20    impact statement.  



           21              Number one, what impacts could a major oil spill 



           22    have on the people, wildlife, and the rest of the 



           23    environment in northern Alaska.  I think it should be 



           24    listed out just what impacts could result from this.  



           25              Number two, if exploration and development are 
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            1    allowed, what precautions would be required of oil 



            2    companies to make an oil spill as unlikely as possible.  



            3              Three, when oil spills do occur, what means are 



            4    available to clean up oil in various conditions that are 



            5    present in the Arctic, such as the extreme cold, the 



            6    darkness, ice-covered waters and the stormy weather.  



            7              In the Gulf of Mexico, one of the primary 



            8    techniques used to deal with the oil was dispersants, and 



            9    it seems like that was done without really understanding 



           10    the long-term effects of the dispersants on the 



           11    environment.  The EIS should address the effectiveness of 



           12    dispersants in cold waters or the conditions up here, and 



           13    it should also discuss the negative impacts the 



           14    dispersants could have on the local environment.  



           15              Number five, I'd like to know how does BOEMRE 



           16    plan to deal with such issues such as the lack of 



           17    infrastructure to support the ships and people that would 



           18    be needed for oil spill cleanup.  I think we have heard 



           19    that several times this evening, but, man, there is just 



           20    no facilities around here to get the ships and everything 



           21    else into place to even attempt an oil spill cleanup.  And 



           22    if development does proceed and there is an oil spill and 



           23    it cannot be cleaned up, what financial and human 



           24    resources will be provided to local communities?  



           25              In addition to oil spills, there are many other 
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            1    issues that could be addressed in an EIS.  One of those 



            2    would be what steps should be taken to gather baseline 



            3    information to fill the information gaps about wildlife 



            4    and oceanographic conditions.  And also a listing of what 



            5    studies should be developed to measure the effects on 



            6    wildlife and people if the exploration and development do 



            7    occur.  



            8              The EIS should address how climate change could 



            9    affect exploration and development plans like -- as Robert 



           10    mentioned, all the studies that have taken place up to 



           11    now, you know, it's a whole different playing field now.  



           12    The ice is different, the weather patterns are different.  



           13    And you know, even studies that take place today, in ten 



           14    years it's all going to change.  So everything that's 



           15    discussed needs to be -- you need to take the fact that 



           16    global climate change is taking place and that things are 



           17    going to be in a constant state of change.  



           18              What effects could the noises associated with 



           19    exploration and development have on wildlife?  Which of 



           20    these effects will be detrimental to wildlife and which of 



           21    those effects -- because it's affecting the wildlife, how 



           22    could that affect hunters and what negative effects could 



           23    it have on the people up here?  Also what other factors, 



           24    such as seismic surveys, ship traffic and aircraft traffic 



           25    could affect wildlife?  How could these effects be 
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            1    detrimental to hunters, as well?  



            2              And you know what could be done to minimize the 



            3    impacts of industrial noise, ship traffic, and seismic 



            4    surveys on wildlife and the people that hunt them?  So I'd 



            5    like to see it outlined what all factors could affect the 



            6    wildlife and the people and also what could be done about 



            7    it.  



            8              And also, you know, what impacts could result 



            9    from air and water pollution given off from exploration 



           10    and development sites and what can be done to minimize 



           11    this?  



           12              One issue is that the Bering Strait is kind of a 



           13    choke point in the migration path of bowhead and beluga 



           14    whales and a lot of other marine mammals.  It's a 



           15    relatively narrow space, and a lot of animals migrate 



           16    through.  And we are seeing increased ship traffic every 



           17    year and, of course, they are funneled into that narrow 



           18    area, as well.  So it's going to eventually increase and 



           19    more ship strikes and disruption of migrations.  The EIS 



           20    should address what can be done to limit the ship traffic 



           21    through the Bering Strait during migrations and other 



           22    mitigation measures as far as affecting these migrations.  



           23              The EIS should also seriously consider 



           24    cumulative impacts.  In the past agencies have often 



           25    preferred to look at development and exploration one 
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            1    project at a time.  Many times there is sort of a limited 



            2    impact for one project and, it's only when you look at the 



            3    total impact of many projects that a major problem is 



            4    obvious.  



            5              When you outline cumulative impacts, you should 



            6    consider all the activities related to petroleum, 



            7    shipping, research projects, and military activities in 



            8    the northern oceans that -- everything that's going to be 



            9    taking place in the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas, including 



           10    the Canadian and Russian waters.  



           11              So thank you for letting me testify.  



           12                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  



           13                    MR. WALTER AKPIK:  My name is Walter 



           14    Akpik, and I'm a Barrow resident.  I just wanted to ask, 



           15    have you come up to do more studies on the ice that we 



           16    have out here?  You need to do more studies because once 



           17    that ice starts moving with the wind and the current 



           18    moving together, there is no man-made object that's going 



           19    to stop it, especially with an oil rig out there.  It's 



           20    just going to topple it over without notice.  



           21              And you guys will give the crews down there a 



           22    second chance to push the panic button to get everybody 



           23    out.  It just happens like that.  I have been here about 



           24    60 years, and I know how that ice works.  There is no 



           25    man-made such things that's able to stop that ice once it 
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            1    starts moving with that current we got out here.  So do 



            2    more studies on that ice that we have out here, 



            3    wintertime.  



            4                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  We have 



            5    people that have not spoke yet.  



            6                    MS. VERA WILLIAMS:  I'm Vera Williams from 



            7    Barrow, Alaska.  My concern, I guess, is what everybody 



            8    has also stated.  That ice out there, just happened just 



            9    the other day, and it's almost two, three stories high in 



           10    some areas.  And you know, if you were to start 



           11    collecting, even the weather bureau has all the data also 



           12    for the amount of wind we had just the other day to see 



           13    that ice pile up out there.  



           14              That's another area that you guys need to, I 



           15    think, at least consider our concerns that the ice is -- 



           16    is powerful.  And Mother Nature -- you can't really stop 



           17    Mother Nature, but those are other areas that you could 



           18    look at also and tap into and take pictures out there to 



           19    see what magnitude four to six feet thickness of ice is 



           20    all piled up out there.  You know, those are our concerns.  



           21              How could you -- how could someone prove to us 



           22    that something could live through that, you know.  That's 



           23    our ocean out there.  



           24              And also, you know, just a suggestion, I heard a 



           25    couple places where infrastructure is not visibly here.  
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            1    Those areas also need to be really touched up on and make 



            2    those infrastructures be placed on the North Slope and 



            3    scatter them around where you are going to have an oil 



            4    spill; have it all around where they will be mobile and 



            5    easy, you know, in different areas on the North Slope.  We 



            6    have seven villages, and most of them are out in the, you 



            7    know, coastal areas.  You could have those areas for 



            8    designated spots, also, for, you know, planning something 



            9    that could be implemented and into your five-year plan as 



           10    you progress through your five-year plan.  



           11              You know, that's just my suggestion that some 



           12    kind of mandatory thing needs to be placed for the oil 



           13    industry to have it out there or else you ask the federal 



           14    government to place it out there and have it mobile, ready 



           15    for any disaster.  



           16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  



           17                    MR. CRAIG GEORGE:  Craig George, for the 



           18    record.  For the record, my name is Craig George, and I've 



           19    lived in the community for about 30 years now, and I've 



           20    studied bowheads through most of that time.  So a lot of 



           21    my comments will be bowhead-centric.  



           22              But a couple things:  Regarding bowheads, I just 



           23    completed a -- well, a dissertation on bowheads, and 



           24    really what became clear is that one of the key features 



           25    of being a bowhead is its baleen.  That's the apparatus 
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            1    which allows it to make a living out here.  And it's 



            2    fairly unique to that animal in its length and the quality 



            3    of it, the extensiveness of it.  



            4              A bowhead is -- a third of the body is its head.  



            5    It's kind of a swimming head, and it has 640 baleen hairs.  



            6    I don't have an example here.  It has these long fringe 



            7    hairs that can be over a foot in length.  Hey, there is 



            8    one.  From -- relatively small, actually.  But those 



            9    fringe hairs coming off there, those are really what makes 



           10    it work as a plankton or zooplankton filter.  



           11              And to date there has only been one study on how 



           12    oil ingestion could affect its ability to filter 



           13    zooplankton, and that seems like kind of a precursor to 



           14    doing any further research -- leasing is to really 



           15    understand how the animal might be affected by that.  



           16              In the Norwegian Arctic, they noticed that the 



           17    seismic noise affects in particular the gadids, the cod, 



           18    the -- and herring, and they may vacate a fjord where 



           19    they've been shooting seismic.  And as far as I know, 



           20    there hasn't been any -- the Elders constantly ask about 



           21    this here.  What does seismic do to the smaller critters?  



           22    We have some idea what it does to the larger critters, but 



           23    not the smaller ones.  



           24              Every meeting Rossman Peetook asks how seismic 



           25    noise affects krill, and we have never had an answer.  So 
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            1    that seems like a worthwhile study project.  And in fact, 



            2    they have shown, like I mentioned in Norway, that seismic 



            3    noise does affect the distribution of fish.  And Arctic 



            4    cod, of course, are one of the keystone species in the 



            5    Arctic system.  So that's something you need to look at.  



            6              We've heard a lot about demonstrating the 



            7    ability to clean up oil.  I agree that it seems 



            8    objectionable to pour oil into the ocean, do a spill test, 



            9    but I think -- unfortunately, I think that probably needs 



           10    to be done to really do an honest test.  And actually, 



           11    Jeff, your comments have been sort of -- about the ability 



           12    to clean up oil, I think have been quite honest, that this 



           13    time of year with the current speeds and the darkness and 



           14    the temperatures, I think there are periods -- well, 



           15    clearly there are periods where it would be irresponsible 



           16    to put people out there because they wouldn't survive.  



           17    And we need a really good gap analysis in the next EIS -- 



           18    gap response analysis -- sorry -- on oil spill cleanup.  



           19              Mentioned storms.  The most powerful storm since 



           20    I have been here was in 1989.  Some of you may remember.  



           21    It toppled cabins and tore roofs off in town.  And the 



           22    unofficial wind speed was 103 miles an hour at the DEW 



           23    line.  But the weather service instruments failed.  So 



           24    there is really no record.  I think their peak gusts quit 



           25    about 70, but that was an incredibly powerful storm.  I 
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            1    think it did a lot of damage in Wainwright, as well.  



            2              Okay.  Telemetry work, actually BLM, mainly 



            3    through the efforts of Chukchi Monnett -- 



            4                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Not BLM; BOEMRE.  



            5                    MR. CRAIG GEORGE:  Oh, I'm sorry.  It was 



            6    MMS.  BOEMRE now.  Sorry.  Thank you.  Has funded what's 



            7    now a really world class satellite telemetry study on 



            8    bowheads.  A lot of the tagging was done here at Barrow, 



            9    and also over in Arctic Canada, and it's told us a lot.  



           10              And essentially every tagged whale -- I don't 



           11    have the images here, but they have all taken off various 



           12    directions, but every single one except one has gone 



           13    through the current lease area, which is roughly like so 



           14    [indicating], I guess.  I can't draw it.  But anyway, they 



           15    all come down and they hit this coast and they spend up to 



           16    two months down here.  And if there was an oil release 



           17    under the predominant wind, which is northeast, you know, 



           18    you have the potential both here and down here 



           19    [indicating] to affect the entire bowhead population.  So 



           20    that wouldn't be good.  



           21              But anyway, some oil spill scenarios, looking 



           22    at -- I think we're too focused on these small areas -- 



           23    not small areas.  On these specific areas in the planning 



           24    areas, but a lot of these -- essentially all marine 



           25    mammals are migratory, so we have got to look at the big 
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            1    picture.  And this was funded by this agency.  And as I 



            2    understand it, Robert, the information was not in the 



            3    last -- 



            4                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  The recent NEPA 



            5    document.  



            6                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  The recent NEPA 



            7    document, which was -- it wasn't included in that.  



            8                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The most recent NEPA 



            9    document that we have that is still a work in process is 



           10    the supplemental environmental impact statement for sale 



           11    193's court remand.



           12                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  And that wasn't in the 



           13    initial -- I know it caused a lot of -- 



           14                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The 193 FEIS.  



           15                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Right.  Is it in it 



           16    now?  Anyway, you have this beautiful data set -- 



           17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The man behind you 



           18    will answer.  



           19                    MR. MIKE ROUTHIER:  It will be.  We were 



           20    up here in November to talk about the draft SEIS.  Since 



           21    that time we have received a great number of comments and 



           22    we have been working hard to address them.  We are still 



           23    in that process.  And as part of that process, we are 



           24    adding additional studies that have come out recently that 



           25    either weren't available at the time we worked on the SEIS 
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            1    or for whatever reason weren't in that document.  We did 



            2    go back and add more studies, including the one you are 



            3    referring to.



            4                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Okay.  Good.  That's 



            5    some good news.  Okay.  And then there has been mention of 



            6    shipping, and here is my sort of crude depiction of the 



            7    Bering Strait.  Here is St. Lawrence.  But all the 



            8    bowheads went like so, and then down through here on the 



            9    west side in fall, and they all came up west of 



           10    St. Lawrence Island.  And this fits with local knowledge, 



           11    as well.  



           12              Very few go east.  Very few whales go east of 



           13    St. Lawrence Island.  But this is right in the shipping 



           14    lanes [indicating].  So I don't know if it's the purview 



           15    of the EIS, but shipping lanes and speed controls in this 



           16    area really need to be put in place.  



           17              We know from the bowhead's cousin on the East 



           18    Coast, the right whale, that they don't get along well 



           19    with ships.  In fact, they get hit with great frequency.  



           20    And it's generally when they are feeding and breeding, not 



           21    necessarily migrating, but when they are feeding and 



           22    breeding you see them oblivious to a lot of things.  We 



           23    know about the big deflections of whales from seismic work 



           24    here, mid Beaufort, during migration.  Over in Canada they 



           25    are considerably less.  And so anyway, this is -- this is 
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            1    a big problem.  And if there is a lot of shipping 



            2    associated with oil and gas activity -- and Arctic 



            3    shipping, of course, is beyond the -- well, it should be 



            4    included in the cumulative analysis, but there will be -- 



            5    there will be problems in here.  It's just a matter of the 



            6    magnitude of it.  



            7              Local knowledge, as much as you possibly can 



            8    include that in the EIS, we have innumerable examples of 



            9    where local knowledge has been proven correct by 



           10    scientific studies.  Most recent is the bowhead's ability 



           11    to smell in their olfaction.  And you pick up any 



           12    textbooks, it says cetaceans are incapable of it.  The 



           13    locals have been telling us for years that they can smell, 



           14    and we have completed a recent study that confirmed that, 



           15    at least looking at the anatomy and the gene expression, 



           16    that sort of thing.  



           17              And then Rosemary mentioned something 



           18    interesting about displacement of subsistence activity 



           19    like in the Prudhoe -- let's see here.  This is Kuparuk 



           20    and Prudhoe area.  And as far as I know, this area that 



           21    was formerly inhabited by local people and a lot of 



           22    hunting took place, a lot of homes scattered through here, 



           23    old sod homes, I think there is virtually no hunting in 



           24    there, is that correct?  So arguably one of the biggest 



           25    impacts of the oil industry has been people.  
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            1              And that's -- you will have formal comments to 



            2    all this from the Borough and our wildlife department, but 



            3    just a couple points to consider.  Thank you.  



            4                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.  



            5    I don't know, Robert.  I think a collective work of a map 



            6    during a meeting is more of a learning experience than the 



            7    fancy ones consultants use.



            8                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  How about both?  



            9                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Let me play the devil's 



           10    advocate and say I support drilling and I want to work 



           11    with you.  And I want to know how the oil companies are 



           12    going to get to and from their site.  I want to help you 



           13    out and get that done.  And I want to help you out and 



           14    figure out a way out to export that oil out of there.  



           15    Where is that information?  We never get that information.  



           16    That's one of the biggest impacts that you will be 



           17    impacted from is the actual development of that lease sale 



           18    site.  



           19              And I support you on developing that site and 



           20    making sure we have the best oil spill response plan in 



           21    the whole wide world, and I talk to my people and I tell 



           22    them this is the best, and this is how they are going to 



           23    export the oil and this is how they are going to access 



           24    the site.  Where is that information?  



           25              And I would even appease the mayor and tell him 
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            1    there will be no drilling discharge.  And I'm going to 



            2    work with you.  I'm going to be your new best friend.  



            3    Where is all this information that I need to work with you 



            4    to make sure this goes right, this is done right?  There 



            5    is going to be an 80-mile pipeline under the Chukchi Sea 



            6    from, what, those Burger or Klondike, from there to 



            7    Wainwright and then from Wainwright to Pump Station 1?  Is 



            8    that the big plan?  



            9              And then in the event of an oil spill, who is 



           10    going to come and help us?  The military?  They are going 



           11    to pull them out of the Middle East and they will come and 



           12    help us?  What are we going to do?  I'm your new best 



           13    friend.  You tell me.  



           14              No zero discharge in the ocean.  We are going to 



           15    have a hub in Wainwright.  We are going to have a pipeline 



           16    undersea.  We are going to connect to Pump Station 4, 



           17    whatever.  Realistically we will only operate from July to 



           18    October, realistically, if I'm your oil person.  That's 



           19    only possible due to life health safety measures we are 



           20    going to have to take.  



           21              So could you compromise?  Would you compromise 



           22    and say, okay, we support it?  Let's give them what they 



           23    want.  Zero discharge.  No discharge in the Arctic Ocean.  



           24              Those crystalline silica drilling muds are 



           25    cancer-causing chemicals that settle to the bottom of the 
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            1    ocean.  And I seen a presentation; all the little 



            2    creatures, the little critters, whatever, they hibernate 



            3    three to four feet down in the muds of the ocean.  They 



            4    had drilled a four-foot-by-four-foot-by-four-foot deep 



            5    piece of mud from the ocean, and they expected to find 



            6    nothing but mud.  But no, they found all these little 



            7    critters hibernating in the bottom of that mud in the 



            8    Arctic Ocean.  



            9              So would you guys even compromise at all?  Would 



           10    you guys give up your NPDES permit?  Would you guys say 



           11    they support it?  Let's compromise.  Let's go along with 



           12    their zero drilling request.  How will you be able to 



           13    compromise with us?  



           14                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Is that a question?



           15                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Yes.  



           16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The permit isn't -- 



           17    doesn't belong to our agency.  It belongs to the 



           18    permittees.  In the recent case, it was Shell.  And they 



           19    did for the Beaufort alter their revised plan to go to a 



           20    true zero discharge scenario, but they didn't receive an 



           21    air permit, so they canceled their drilling operation.  



           22              So from their perspective -- I read today in one 



           23    of the commerce journals here in Alaska Shell says they 



           24    have 30 -- had 34 permits but did not have an air permit, 



           25    so -- 
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            1              But going back to your initial recommendation, 



            2    will we work with you?  Yes.  Will we cooperate with you 



            3    and, for example, ICAS?  Yes.  ICAS is a federally 



            4    recognized tribe, of course, and federally recognized 



            5    tribes can be cooperating agencies when we are preparing 



            6    an environmental impact statement.  So yes, and yes.  



            7              With respect to development, we haven't had a 



            8    development plan presented to us yet.  There is no 



            9    development in the Outer Continental Shelf.  Liberty, the 



           10    proposed Liberty project, Northstar through horizontal 



           11    drilling, gets at a federal deposit, but there is no true 



           12    development anywhere in Alaska's OCS.  



           13              I want to go to somebody if anybody else has any 



           14    comments that has not spoken yet.  



           15                    MR. DONALD CARROLL:  Donald Carroll.  My 



           16    major concern is oil spills in the ocean.  The Prince 



           17    William Sound and the Gulf of Mexico oil spills have shown 



           18    that oil spills are very real and maybe even likely.  If 



           19    there is an oil spill, it will be very hard to clean the 



           20    spill up in the Arctic.  



           21              Part of the reason I'm concerned is because of a 



           22    science fair project that I did last year.  The project 



           23    was called "Cleaning Up Oil Spill in Ice-Infested Waters."  



           24    I tested the effect of temperature and ice on two ways of 



           25    cleaning up oil.  One of those was burning oil and the 
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            1    other technique was using petroleum absorbent material to 



            2    soak up the oil.  



            3              In the oil burning experiment, we poured a 



            4    measured amount of North Slope crude oil into a pan of 



            5    saltwater and weighed the pan with the oil and water in 



            6    it.  The oil floated on the surface of the water, and we 



            7    used a torch to burn the oil.  When the oil stopped 



            8    burning, we applied the torch to it again in order to burn 



            9    as much as possible.  When it was done burning, we weighed 



           10    the pan again with the water and remaining oil residue in 



           11    it and compared the weights.  We did this with room 



           12    temperature water (18 degrees centigrade), water that was 



           13    near freezing, (zero degrees centigrade), and cold water 



           14    that had broken ice stirred into it.  



           15              The results were surprising.  In the room 



           16    temperature water, only 35 percent of the oil burned.  For 



           17    water that was near the freezing point, only 16 percent 



           18    burned.  For cold water mixed with ice, only 11 percent of 



           19    the oil burned.  There was always a lot of black gunk in 



           20    the water that would not burn.  



           21              I was surprised how little of the oil burned.  



           22    Even in warm water conditions, less than half of it 



           23    burned.  And when the water was cold and had ice in it, an 



           24    even smaller percent burned.  



           25              Another problem with burning oil is air 
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            1    pollution.  In addition, there was just an article in the 



            2    newspaper that in the Gulf of Mexico there is lots of ash 



            3    and residue on the bottom of the ocean from burning oil 



            4    there.  



            5              We had a better success rate cleaning up the oil 



            6    with the absorbent material.  We were able to collect up 



            7    to 79 percent of the oil using absorbent pads, but when 



            8    there was ice and water only, 50 percent of the oil was 



            9    absorbed.  In addition, it would be very difficult to even 



           10    get to the oil in a real oil spill if there was ice in the 



           11    area.  



           12              From the results of my experiment, I think it 



           13    would be very difficult to clean up an oil spill in the 



           14    Arctic.  



           15              In your environmental impact statement, you 



           16    should address all current techniques for cleaning up oil 



           17    spills and how effective they would or would not be in the 



           18    Arctic; the need for a major research program to improve 



           19    our ability to clean up oil spills in the Arctic; 



           20    everything that could be done to reduce the chances of 



           21    having an oil spill.  



           22              I have a couple more comments to add.  I mean, I 



           23    know that drilling oil gives countries lots and lots of 



           24    money, and the United States would -- it would be good for 



           25    us to have the money, but if you do spill here, you could 
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            1    create major problems.  And I mean, they might shut it 



            2    down and make it less money.  The people here, we are 



            3    getting more and more out of our tradition, and there is 



            4    not -- money is not helping that much, probably.  



            5              I guess it just might be a better place to stay 



            6    away from, especially offshore drilling, in my opinion.  



            7              That's all I have to say.  



            8                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Not a bad place to end 



            9    this meeting.  Thank you very much.  And I'm glad that you 



           10    took an interest in this business to do that project.  I 



           11    think your results were consistent with what the 



           12    government spent a lot more money than you did to 



           13    determine.  But my understanding is your percentages are 



           14    right on the money.  So very good work.  And barring any 



           15    other questions or comments -- okay.  



           16              Sorry, sir.  Did you have your hand up earlier?  



           17    I didn't see it.  



           18                    MR. PATRICK SUVLA:  No.  My name is 



           19    Patrick Suvla, S-U-V-L-A.  You have been collecting 



           20    information from us for how long and we don't even know if 



           21    there is any studies going on in the ocean, like studies 



           22    on the current.  And from what the news says, it would be 



           23    a lot easier to clean the oil spill if there is any up 



           24    here.  



           25              Now, look, they say it's a lot shallower here, 
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            1    and it would make an oil spill easier to clean.  If you 



            2    fill up a bathtub and the water starts at the bottom, the 



            3    waves are a lot going in one direction.  The more it gets 



            4    full, the waves get less.  And I'm sure that's how our 



            5    ocean would be if there is an oil spill.  There will be a 



            6    lot of waves out there for people trying to clean up an 



            7    oil spill.  And I don't know how long that dispersant is 



            8    going to last down in the Gulf, but I think they will have 



            9    a lot of mud balls to gather up within that time.  



           10              And last -- they sent guys from the seismic on 



           11    Monday -- was it Monday?  Friday.  Saturday.  And I asked 



           12    them a question on what happens after the seismic is done, 



           13    have they gone back and checked on the plants or whatever 



           14    our small mammals eat down at the bottom of the ocean.  



           15    They said they never checked back.  Now, there has got to 



           16    be some damage done on the bottom with that seismic.  



           17              And with all the currents we have up here, if 



           18    there is an oil spill and it's dark and by the time we get 



           19    daylight, which way are they going to start cleaning up, 



           20    the east or west?  Because we have got a lot of currents 



           21    out there.  You got to -- you got to be here when it's 



           22    breakup.  You will see ice going one way and a little 



           23    further out going in a different direction.  So if there 



           24    is an oil spill out there, with all those currents going 



           25    on, which way are the -- are you going to send your boats?  
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            1              And that's all I got.  Thank you.  



            2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.  



            3                    MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  This process 



            4    is looking at oil and gas leasing, but there is other 



            5    modes of energy development that are being developed in 



            6    the oceans.  There is no assessment in this process that's 



            7    looking at different parts of the ocean that may be very 



            8    beneficial to consider for utilizing for specific types of 



            9    cleaner, nondamaging type of impacts without the risks of 



           10    contaminating our ocean.  And those kinds of assessments 



           11    are not in any of these areas.  



           12              There are certain areas in the Arctic that are 



           13    encouraged to -- us to look at for other types of 



           14    development processes that is necessary for other areas of 



           15    usage.  Some of those things are important for our full 



           16    assessment of the usage of the processes that are here.  



           17    If we are not looking at everything such as ocean energy 



           18    management processes that are out there, then it affects 



           19    what we are looking at and ways that we could be looking 



           20    at using certain areas in better ways, less impacting.  



           21              Thanks.  



           22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Let me just ask a 



           23    question on that.  Are you saying that the agency should 



           24    in part -- as part of this exercise, this effort to comply 



           25    with NEPA, that we should examine the potential for wind, 
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            1    wave, tidal energy along with oil and gas energy, and then 



            2    the wind, wave, and tidal energy would provide energy to 



            3    the communities who are most at risk if and when oil and 



            4    gas activities occurred?



            5                    MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  Okay.  At this 



            6    hour of day and night, there is a lot of ways that you 



            7    could look at these processes, and the reality is there is 



            8    a lot of things that are out there that could affect 



            9    decisionmaking processes.  And we need to look at all the 



           10    different factors that can help us make the best judgments 



           11    for this area.  



           12              The risks for us and the damages to our ocean 



           13    are a reality of any of these proposals.  And if we are 



           14    looking at some of these other considerations, it might 



           15    offset some of the decisions that are -- we are being 



           16    forced upon.  



           17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  



           18                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Craig George, for the 



           19    record again.  I liked your comments about the report -- I 



           20    forgot the name of it -- on the Deepwater Horizon spill.  



           21                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Presidential 



           22    Commission report?



           23                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Right.  That one that 



           24    identified complacency as the main culprit resulting in 



           25    the spill.  Then you alluded to gun safety rules, which I 
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            1    thought was actually a good way to approach it.  You have 



            2    hard and fast rules that you can't break in order to 



            3    prevent another one.  



            4              But could you comment just a little further on 



            5    how -- how fighting the normal human tendency towards 



            6    complacency will be integrated into leasing plans?  If 



            7    that's too much, that's fine.  



            8                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I've never thought 



            9    about it in the context of leasing plans, but I've 



           10    certainly thought about it in the context of drilling 



           11    operations and well control specifically.  And you know, 



           12    there are some entities -- activities out there.  For 



           13    example, explosive ordnance disposal, that business, 



           14    that's a business -- I did it for ten years in the Navy -- 



           15    you never brag about your safety record or your 



           16    environmental responsibility record, either.  Never.  The 



           17    first time I heard it bragged about in this context, in 



           18    this occupation, I literally felt myself shaking.  And I 



           19    don't really scare easily.  There's something wrong here.  



           20              Nuclear power, at least some nuclear power 



           21    programs, the Navy's, for example -- I'm biased towards 



           22    the Navy.  I know about the Navy.  Not necessarily 



           23    completely accident free, but no major accidents in the 



           24    Navy nuclear power program.  



           25              The point is through vigilance, which is the 
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            1    opposite of complacency, you can avoid -- could have 



            2    avoided the Deepwater Horizon spill if the cause -- and I 



            3    believe it was primarily complacency, numerous acts of 



            4    complacency.  And that can be avoided.  So I don't know if 



            5    it's possible to say that with unprecedented and 



            6    consistent vigilance and all of the technology working the 



            7    right way and the right location if you are -- if your 



            8    risk is zero even then because Mother Nature -- and we are 



            9    dealing with Mother Nature when they are drilling into 



           10    these deposits.  



           11              But with respect to Deepwater Horizon, it could 



           12    have been prevented with vigilance.  And vigilance is 



           13    always higher right after an accident.  The airline 



           14    industry has proven that and all of these things.



           15                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Exactly.  



           16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  My hope is that my 



           17    agency will evolve into what will become two agencies, one 



           18    in particular who is not going to worry about the 



           19    lawsuits, the environmental analysis, the public 



           20    processes, but will be focusing on the industry.



           21                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Like Doreen mentioned.  



           22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The inspectors that 



           23    Doreen wants to meet and talk to, yes, those people, those 



           24    people who are going to step aboard a platform if 



           25    exploration takes place in 2012.  It won't take place in 
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            1    2011 because no one is going to explore.  But in 2012, for 



            2    example, I think it's fair to say that our agency -- you 



            3    requested it, so you see the face of -- by then they 



            4    should be employees of the Bureau of Safety and 



            5    Environmental Enforcement so people can have some 



            6    confidence because, remember I said right at the very 



            7    beginning, restore the public's trust in this agency; 



            8    that's the overarching goal of the Administration.  So 



            9    yes.  A lot of work to do.  



           10                    MR. ROY AHMAOGAK:  Roy Ahmaogak, for the 



           11    record.  You know, we always -- no matter how much we 



           12    scream and holler at the agencies, history always repeats 



           13    itself with these agencies.  We opposed eastern Beaufort 



           14    Sea lease sale in the past.  We scream and holler at the 



           15    top of our lungs, but still agency would do the lease 



           16    sale.  And you know, history will repeat itself over and 



           17    over.  No matter how much we scream and holler, your 



           18    agency will open it all up just -- it's going to happen 



           19    regardless of how much we scream and holler at you guys.  



           20              You guys can tell us that there will be sound 



           21    technology that -- you can't speak for the oil industry.  



           22    You have no right to tell me that they are going to do a 



           23    good job.  There is no way in the world that you are going 



           24    to speak for the oil industry.  You know, history will 



           25    repeat itself over and over that regardless of how much we 
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            1    scream and holler, the lease sale will proceed, 



            2    regardless.  



            3              We have got guys here that have been up here for 



            4    30 years, and they are still learning new stuff.  You guys 



            5    have been here three or four times.  At least spend some 



            6    time with the community and learn.  We opposed offshore 



            7    drilling from the beginning and we will always oppose it 



            8    to the end.  



            9              Thank you.  



           10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  Okay.  You 



           11    get the last word.  



           12                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  Lois Epstein.  But also 



           13    thanking the community of Barrow for hosting this meeting 



           14    and for all the people who came and said such useful -- 



           15    made such useful comments to the federal government.  



           16              But I just wanted to add on the -- the cause of 



           17    the Deepwater Horizon is something I paid a lot of 



           18    attention to.  I just finished a book by a Houston 



           19    Chronicle reporter, and it's easy to say it's complacency, 



           20    but there really is a lot of issues associated with the 



           21    companies involved.  



           22              BP had Texas City where many people were killed 



           23    in a refinery in 2005.  They had the onshore pipeline 



           24    problems in 2006 in Alaska.  And each time BP said we are 



           25    going to reform our culture, we are going to reform our 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        81







            1    culture, and there still was obviously problems in the 



            2    Deepwater Horizon.  Halliburton did not do the tests that 



            3    they should have done.  They misinterpreted the negative 



            4    pressure test.  



            5              You know, no matter how good the enforcement is 



            6    on the part of BOEMRE -- and I can think of many cases it 



            7    can get better -- there is going to be some quick 



            8    decisions that are made by industry that it's going to be 



            9    very hard for the regulators to be engaged in.  



           10              So my only point here is that we can do better, 



           11    but there is always going to be some risks, and those are 



           12    the policy calls that have to be made.  So the concerns 



           13    that have been raised today about, you know, the small but 



           14    very real possibility of a major problem have to be 



           15    considered by the decisionmakers.  



           16              Thank you.  



           17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  All right.  



           18    You get the last word.



           19                    MR. WASKA WILLIAMS:  Waska Williams, for 



           20    the record.  I'll speak as a subsistence hunter.  You 



           21    know, there has been the Borough representatives around 



           22    here, but I don't know if they mentioned -- I don't know 



           23    if anybody else mentioned -- I was here a little bit late.  



           24              But IEWC is upon us here shortly.  And the 



           25    decision that IEWC places upon the United States is 
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            1    real.  



            2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  You talking about the 



            3    International Whaling Commission?  



            4                    MR. WASKA WILLIAMS:  Yes.  You know, the 



            5    quota system for our subsistence is up for grabs.  Now, 



            6    you know, the planning areas are coming upon us, too, over 



            7    here.  Is BOEMRE going to place any sanctions for, I 



            8    should say, maybe through the oil companies monies up 



            9    front already in an event of a major spill?  



           10              I'll give you an example.  IEWC doesn't give us 



           11    a quota.  Now our subsistence way of life is in jeopardy.  



           12    Alongside your upcoming lease sale, in the event that a 



           13    major spill happens, our way of life is in jeopardy 



           14    already right there.  



           15              Whaling.  Now, that's not the only subsistence 



           16    needs or resources that we gather.  There is walruses, 



           17    there is the seals, there is the beluga whales and the 



           18    fish.  



           19              Now, are you going to have the companies place 



           20    the amount of money to keep us going just in case there is 



           21    no more whaling for us?  Or the subsistence impacts that 



           22    once there is a spill, that there are monies for us to 



           23    gather food from your area, the beef, pork, chicken, what 



           24    have you?  Are you going to place that to the burden to 



           25    the companies up front already?  
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            1              2012 come right up here shortly, and IEWC 



            2    meetings are coming right up.  They are very real.  And 



            3    it's very scary when I hear of these things as a 



            4    subsistence hunter.  These kind of things that we ingest 



            5    for ourselves bring so much joy, so much.  I tell you this 



            6    much.  I think because of my Native foods, I show up to 



            7    work every day.  I have not missed a day.  That's what I 



            8    think of these things, versus the hamburgers, the chicken, 



            9    what have you that causes sickness amongst the Native 



           10    people.  



           11              And right now there is so much cancer going on.  



           12    Where is it coming from?  Have these studies been studied?  



           13    What is causing cancer so much amongst our old people up 



           14    here?  So much.  It's happening too much.  And I have not 



           15    heard yet of that study why so much cancer going on.  



           16              You know, pros and cons again.  But the truth 



           17    is, are you going to promise us and make the companies put 



           18    up front monies to protect us up here?  Thank you.  



           19                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  I would 



           20    like to thank everybody for coming, spending your holiday 



           21    with us to provide very substantive and helpful comments 



           22    to assist us in preparing this environmental impact 



           23    statement.  Just to let you know, we will try to make it 



           24    tomorrow to Nuiqsut, then continue on to Kaktovik, 



           25    complete the Alaska scoping meetings at the end of the 
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            1    week in Anchorage.  We are going to try to hold government 



            2    to government consultation meetings with the Native 



            3    Village of Point Hope and the Native Village of Point -- 



            4    or the ICAS before the deadline for preparing a scoping 



            5    report, if we can.  We may have to hold teleconference 



            6    calls with those organizations.  



            7              So please join me in crossing your fingers for 



            8    good weather to the east of us for tomorrow so that we can 



            9    get into those communities.  



           10              Thank you again, and have a very nice evening.  



           11               (Proceedings adjourned at 9:37 p.m.)
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  1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

  2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Good evening.  Thank

  3    you very much for coming.  My name is Jeffery Loman.  I'm

  4    the Deputy Regional Director of the Bureau of Ocean Energy

  5    Management, Regulation and Enforcement in Anchorage.  And

  6    I'm going to start by introducing some of our team members

  7    that are here tonight, starting with flying Tim.

  8                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  My name's Tim Holder.  I

  9    am with BOEMRE based in Washington, D.C., and my title is

 10    Arctic liaison, and I keep track of environmental issues.

 11                    MR. MIKE ROUTHIER:  My name is Mike

 12    Routhier.  I work on environmental analysis in the

 13    Anchorage office.

 14                    MR. STEVE TEXTORIS:  I'm Steve Textoris.

 15    I'm in the same bureau, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management,

 16    Regulation and Enforcement in Washington, D.C., and I'm

 17    the D.C. Acting Leasing Specialist, chief.

 18                    MR. BOB SEBASTIAN:  Hi.  I'm Bob

 19    Sebastian.  I'm visiting from the Gulf Region office in

 20    New Orleans, and I'm currently working in Anchorage for a

 21    couple of weeks as Acting Regional Supervisor for leasing

 22    and environment.  Thank you.

 23                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Good evening.  I'm Mike

 24    Haller.  I'm the community liaison for the Alaska Region.

 25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good evening.  My name's
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  1    Jim Kendall.  Up until January 1st I was the chief of the

  2    environmental division for BOEMRE in headquarters, but

  3    since then I'm the Acting Regional Director for the Alaska

  4    OCS Region.

  5                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  And our court reporter

  6    tonight is Mary Vavrik.  I wanted to introduce ourselves

  7    so that during the break, if we go a long time tonight or

  8    at the end of the meeting, you will be able to know who to

  9    ask questions to.  Some people like to ask questions

 10    one-on-one after the meeting.

 11              And that's what we are all here for.  We are

 12    here to learn and answer your questions, especially about

 13    the agency's effort to fulfill its requirements under the

 14    Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, which requires us to

 15    develop a five-year program for offshore oil and gas

 16    leasing.  And this program is for the years 2012 through

 17    2017.  And quite simply, because this is considered a

 18    major federal action pursuant to the National

 19    Environmental Policy Act, we are going to prepare an

 20    environmental impact statement, a programmatic

 21    environmental impact statement for that five-year program.

 22              It's a national program, but we are probably

 23    going to focus primarily on what you're concerned about,

 24    and that's the Arctic.

 25              In the Alaska OCS, the decision was made to put
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  1    on the planning table for potential offshore oil and gas

  2    lease sales three areas:  The Cook Inlet, which has been a

  3    special interest only area in the last five-year plan.  We

  4    expect that that will remain the same unless we hear

  5    something that would be very surprising to us because

  6    there hasn't been any interest expressed by industry or

  7    anyone else, for that matter, for oil and gas leasing in

  8    the Cook Inlet, other than the State of Alaska, and just a

  9    general desire to keep it on the table.  And so we go out

 10    annually and we attempt to find out whether or not there

 11    is any interest in holding offshore oil and gas leases in

 12    the Cook Inlet.  So that's that.

 13              And more importantly tonight, seeing as we are

 14    in Barrow, are the two areas in the Arctic that are on the

 15    planning table:  A planning area in the Beaufort Sea and a

 16    planning area in the Chukchi Sea.  As I think just about

 17    everybody knows, there has been oil and gas leasing more

 18    extensively in the Beaufort Sea.  There are current active

 19    leases in the Beaufort, not as many as there were at the

 20    beginning of this last five-year planning period.  There

 21    have been quite a large number of relinquishments in the

 22    Beaufort Sea.  Companies have relinquished their leases.

 23              And there are 460 leases in the Chukchi Sea, all

 24    gained from one oil and gas lease sale that took place in

 25    February of 2008, Chukchi's lease sale 193.  There have
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  1    been 30 exploration wells drilled in the Beaufort Sea.

  2    There have been five exploration wells drilled in the

  3    Chukchi Sea.  There have been no exploration wells drilled

  4    at all in the Alaska OCS in the last eight years, going on

  5    nine years.  With Shell's announcement that they will not

  6    move ahead with exploration in this next open water

  7    season, we will have gone at that point in time nine years

  8    with zero exploration Alaska's OCS, unprecedented time

  9    period of no exploration in the OCS in Alaska since the

 10    very beginning of exploration drilling in Alaska.

 11              I'm just going to say one just brief thing about

 12    the planning areas in the Arctic.  They are a clean slate.

 13    Unlike the past where the past Administrations have

 14    proposed to hold specific numbers of oil and gas lease

 15    sales in the Chukchi, for example, in the Beaufort, for

 16    example, we have no preconceived amount, if any, oil and

 17    gas lease sales in either of those planning areas.  So

 18    it's a blank slate.  It basically starts really with the

 19    no action decision not to hold any oil and gas lease

 20    sales, which is required to be analyzed under the

 21    provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act, NEPA.

 22              So what we are really here tonight for is to get

 23    your comments about the potential for oil and gas leasing

 24    in the years 2012 through 2017 in the Chukchi and the

 25    Beaufort Sea.  This is going to be our third public
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  1    hearing.  We plan on continuing on and holding a public

  2    hearing in Nuiqsut and Kaktovik and Anchorage.  We were

  3    weathered out of Point Lay and Point Hope last week,

  4    unfortunately.

  5              Some of the things that we have heard in

  6    Kotzebue and Wainwright, for example, is people are very

  7    concerned about the lack of infrastructure, specifically

  8    infrastructure to support oil spill response, lack of

  9    Coast Guard presence, and specifically a port and a Coast

 10    Guard base within close proximity or in the Arctic.

 11    People are very concerned about that.  People are very

 12    concerned about a major oil spill in the Arctic and the

 13    ability of industry to effectively clean it up.  Fresh in

 14    everyone's mind is the Deepwater -- understandably, the

 15    Deepwater Horizon spill in the Gulf of Mexico.

 16              And so we have heard extensive amounts of

 17    concern with respect to industry's ability to respond

 18    effectively to a major oil spill in the kinds of

 19    conditions that I know you are all aware of that exist in

 20    the Arctic.  In general, people think that it's very

 21    important for the Coast Guard to establish presence for

 22    infrastructure to be in place before those kinds of risks,

 23    the activities that would risk a major oil spill would

 24    occur.  People have told us that in all of the

 25    communities.
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  1              At the same time, people have said that they

  2    support responsible offshore oil and gas activities,

  3    development, the extraction of those resources, but only

  4    if it can be done safely and environmentally responsibly.

  5              Those are the primary things we have heard.  And

  6    if there aren't any questions about the National

  7    Environmental Policy Act, what it means, the Outer

  8    Continental Shelf Lands Act, I think most of the folks

  9    here understand what those provisions call for.  That's

 10    why we are here.  But if you have any questions, please

 11    feel free to ask.  We would be happy to answer those

 12    questions.  Any other questions about the five-year

 13    planning process, we will be happy to take those

 14    questions.  Please feel free to ask them now.  But

 15    otherwise we will go ahead and take people's comments if

 16    people would like to comment on the five-year proposal.

 17              Yes, Robert.

 18                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  My name is Robert

 19    Suydam.  Just a clarification.  Do you have a map showing

 20    where the active leases are in the two -- in the two

 21    Arctic planning areas?

 22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Do we have it with us?

 23                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Let me -- I'm not sure

 24    that I have it with me.

 25                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  We have been using
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  1    them as handouts.

  2                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  It seems like that

  3    would be helpful for kind of considering what leases may

  4    need to go forward here in the next five-year plan.

  5                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Well, you mean which

  6    leases will still be active?

  7                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  How many active leases

  8    there are now and whether there is need for additional

  9    leasing or whatnot.

 10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Right.  If you could,

 11    share that and pass it around so people can get an idea.

 12    Those maps are available on-line in addition to the

 13    handout if you want to look at them later.  I would just

 14    say, because I was going to mention this, the Chukchi Sea

 15    sale 193 proposal had several alternatives.  The existing

 16    planning area, the one that they held the lease sale in,

 17    has a 25-mile exclusion zone between the coast and the

 18    planning area.

 19              There was another alternative that was

 20    considered but not adopted, and that called for a wider

 21    exclusion zone, 50 miles.  And that was recommended by the

 22    resource agencies, Fish & Wildlife Service and the

 23    National Marine Fisheries Service.  Secretary of the

 24    Interior at the time did not adopt that proposal, but

 25    after the lease sale was said and done, what we saw were
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  1    leases -- except for three.  They happen to be Conoco

  2    Phillip leases -- but there were three leases that

  3    protruded into that larger exclusion zone.

  4              So what does that mean?  It means we came very

  5    close to ending up with the alternative that was

  6    recommended by Fish & Wildlife Service and NMFS.  We did

  7    get a recommendation to -- from one of the folks in one of

  8    the scoping meetings on this round to adopt that wider

  9    exclusion zone for any future oil and gas leasing and --

 10    in the Chukchi Sea.

 11              So what is proposed does not always end up being

 12    reality.  There were many more oil and gas lease sales

 13    proposed in this last five-year plan that did not occur.

 14    If you remember, probably for those of you that have

 15    attended some of these meetings a couple years ago on the

 16    Arctic multi-sale, sale 209, sale 211, sale 214 -- not

 17    14 -- 211, 217, 221, two in the Beaufort, two in the

 18    Chukchi, those sales were canceled.  So -- and then in the

 19    North Aleutian Basin, sale 214, that was completely

 20    canceled and this Administration has decided not to

 21    include the North Aleutian Basin, or Bristol Bay, for any

 22    offshore oil and gas leasing activities whatsoever.

 23              So the agency did a five-year plan, had many

 24    more oil and gas lease sales adopted, but did not in the

 25    end end up holding all of those oil and gas lease sales.
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  1              Any other questions about NEPA, OCSLA, National

  2    Environmental Policy Act, Outer Continental Shelf Lands

  3    Act, or about our five-year planning process?

  4              I'm sorry.  She will need your name.  If you

  5    have anything in writing, like if your comments are in

  6    writing, then you can leave them.  Mary wants them.

  7                    MR. ROY AHMAOGAK:  Thank you.  My name is

  8    Roy Ahmaogak.  My last name is A-H-M-A-O-G-A-K.  I'm a

  9    resident of Barrow.  I'm also a citizen of the United

 10    States and, of course, Alaska.

 11              On your five-year plan that you are going to be

 12    having, with the stuff that occurred in the Gulf of Alaska

 13    [sic], you know, wasn't there stringent measures that they

 14    had to follow, like blowout preventers?  I'm pretty sure

 15    that they did their homework on the blowout preventers.

 16    You know, up here in the Arctic Ocean, it's shallow and

 17    what happened down there was deep.  The shallower the

 18    water, the more the oil is going to spread even if there

 19    was an oil spill.  I mean, wasn't the industry supposed to

 20    take stringent measures and, you know, do their homework?

 21    I'm pretty sure that, you know, blowout preventers work,

 22    but we don't hear about them working.

 23              Where does -- where does your agency stand on

 24    the industry's technology?  I just -- I'm just curious,

 25    you know, because it's so shallow up here, having a major
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  1    blowout is just going to cover the whole ocean.  There is

  2    no doubt about that.  You had Deepwater Horizon down

  3    there.  It was massively deep, you know.  That's -- I

  4    wanted to ask that question, what -- what is your agency

  5    going to do or has done on the technology that oil

  6    industry has saying that it's -- they cannot have an oil

  7    spill?  And look what happened.  Thank you.

  8                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  We have done some

  9    things right off the bat, including change our name.  And

 10    I don't mean that just to be funny.  The Administration

 11    wants to create an agency that can restore the public's

 12    trust.  That's the overarching goal.  But at the end of

 13    this year, the proposal is to create two separate

 14    agencies:  The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management and the

 15    Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement.  The

 16    Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement will focus

 17    exclusively on regulating the industry on well control.

 18              And when you think about it, I think we all

 19    would agree that an oil spill in general is unacceptable

 20    in the Arctic.  It's unacceptable anywhere, but it's

 21    really unacceptable in the Arctic.  A major oil spill like

 22    the Deepwater Horizon is unfathomable in the Arctic.  And

 23    so the way that you are not going to have one -- it's

 24    like -- it's like guns.  You will never shoot yourself if

 25    you never point your gun at yourself.  Well, if we focus
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  1    on well control and we do everything to force industry to

  2    improve, enhance their well control capability, that's the

  3    prevention of an oil spill that we are -- that we are

  4    seeking.  And so that's our goal.

  5              And this new agency with its exclusiveness, its

  6    very narrow responsibility, the hope is that it will be

  7    much more capable of doing it.  The equipment, all studies

  8    and evaluations, including the Presidential Commission's

  9    report are coming out.  There was nothing wrong with the

 10    equipment.  It was complacency.  The primary cause of the

 11    spill was complacency.

 12                    MR. TODD SFORMO:  Todd Sformo.  My

 13    question, sort of going along with Mr. Ahmaogak's

 14    question, was in this upcoming -- in this updated 2012

 15    plan, will you still be using the same definition of a

 16    large -- however you define a large oil spill, will you

 17    still be using that previous definition of what it takes

 18    to be a large oil spill, or will you be using something

 19    that's more maybe realistic, like the Gulf of Mexico

 20    spill?

 21                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  We expect it to be

 22    larger, but not just because there was a large spill in

 23    the Gulf of Mexico.  It would be larger because we know

 24    more about these planning areas:  The geology, some

 25    historical information from drilling that took place, for
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  1    example, in the Klondike well, other things are taken into

  2    account.  And we expect worst-case discharge scenarios to

  3    be, in some areas that we expect exploration, to be pretty

  4    large.

  5                    MR. TODD SFORMO:  Can you give a specific?

  6                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  No, because I'll get

  7    it wrong.  But larger than, I think, we have seen before.

  8    That's what the resource geologists tell me.  I saw a

  9    hand.

 10                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Robert Suydam again.

 11    Just a follow-up to Todd's question.  In previous NEPA

 12    documents, MMS didn't evaluate -- didn't include the

 13    evaluation of a large oil spill in their assessments

 14    because they stated the chances -- the probabilities of an

 15    a large oil spill happening were so slim.  Is that the

 16    approach that BOEMRE is going to take now or are they

 17    using a different approach?

 18                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I think it's safe to

 19    say in one of the environmental reviews between the

 20    five-year plan and the actual exploration, there will be

 21    an analysis of a large oil spill that will include a

 22    number that will be very credible, at least one full-blown

 23    analysis, which will include projections on potential

 24    damage, the ability to respond, clean up, and the amount

 25    that would be cleaned up, and those kind of things that go
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  1    along with that kind of analysis, yes.

  2                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Ben Greene, for the

  3    record.  I want to nitpick on one of the words that you

  4    just used in your answer there, and that word is

  5    "analysis."  So looking at the March 2010 GAO report, a

  6    report that you're certainly familiar with, looking at

  7    then MMS' implementation of NEPA, at the time MMS stated

  8    that it would respond to this and actually have turned

  9    into the federal government a full report or a guidebook

 10    of its NEPA implementation completed by, I think, December

 11    31, 2010.

 12              We haven't seen anything coming out there, and I

 13    was just looking for an update for whether that document

 14    is forthcoming or not.

 15              And as long as I have the microphone, I'll trail

 16    on Robert's question a little bit and --

 17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Hang on.  Let's get

 18    somebody from Washington, D.C. to answer that question.

 19    Who volunteers from Washington, D.C.?  No one.

 20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It's moving forward.  A

 21    lot of the document has been completed.  There are many

 22    chapters that are being written right now, but it is quite

 23    an undertaking, and we are pushing forward as fast as we

 24    can.  We want to make sure that what is released to the

 25    public is sound and correct.
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  1                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Does it make sense to

  2    move forward with the discussion of tonight's

  3    conversation, the programmatic EIS, without that document

  4    being finished?

  5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That is decided way

  6    above us, but this current five-year plan ends in 2012,

  7    and the Secretary cannot consider any leasing unless there

  8    is another five-year plan in place.  So we still have time

  9    to get the NEPA guidebook completed.  We are moving toward

 10    that the same way we are instructed to continue with the

 11    development of the next five-year plan.

 12                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Thank you.

 13                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Did you have another

 14    part?

 15                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Well, I was going to ask

 16    whether in the programmatic EIS that had just begun,

 17    whether the CEQ also had an investigation of the Deepwater

 18    Horizon specifically looking at MMS' implementation of

 19    NEPA as applied to the Macondo well.  And that

 20    investigative report had some pretty strongly-worded

 21    recommendations in terms of what the federal agency needs

 22    to consider in its NEPA documentation.

 23              And one of the things that the North Slope

 24    Borough is very concerned about are significant

 25    thresholds.  That is, what are the thresholds that
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  1    determine whether a particular federal agency will pursue

  2    an EIS versus an EA.  Now, I understand we are talking

  3    about a programmatic EIS here.  So the question of EA is a

  4    little bit in the background, although certainly tiering

  5    from this EIS will become a large part of the next steps

  6    to work toward lease sales.  So I wanted to ask whether

  7    BOEMRE will be considering that CEQ investigation and the

  8    report in this current EIS.

  9                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Yeah.  The -- yes, the

 10    answer is yes.  The answer to CEQ guidance, our NEPA folks

 11    met with CEQ.  I don't know if CEQ initiated that

 12    effort --

 13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.

 14                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Of course.  And CEQ is

 15    taking an interest in all of our NEPA work.  I can tell

 16    you that we had a conference call with them at their

 17    request to go over in detail like I've never seen it.

 18    I've worked for three federal agencies.  I did NEPA work

 19    for all three.  I've never seen that kind of scrutiny from

 20    CEQ in any other context.  And I worked on controversial

 21    and complex projects, did EAs and EISes for hazardous

 22    waste facilities and hog farms and relicensing hydropower

 23    projects and all kinds of different things that -- where

 24    there was litigation and et cetera, but have never seen

 25    this kind of scrutiny.  I won't say scrutiny.  Oversight.
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  1              CEQ is paying very close attention to our NEPA

  2    compliance.  And with respect to guidance, what I think

  3    you will end up seeing in the NEPA implementation

  4    procedures, except for a few idiosyncrasies that are

  5    unique to our agency, the guidance has already been

  6    written.  As you know, almost every federal agency has

  7    NEPA implementation procedures, handbooks.  And there is a

  8    wealth of guidance.

  9              And with respect to the five-year plan, I know

 10    we are going to do this better than any other five-year

 11    plan because the North Slope Borough is going to be a

 12    cooperating agency.

 13                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Good evening.  My name

 14    is Doreen Lampe.  I'd like to ask this question that I

 15    asked your staff this afternoon.  And this has been

 16    getting worse and worse every year.  Every time the oil

 17    companies come up here and they create a new pipeline,

 18    they create a new pad for development, they create areas

 19    where the Native hunters are prohibited from carrying

 20    firearms, and we are continuously losing more and more

 21    ground to oil and gas development and infrastructure.

 22              And AEWC has been the sole entity to try and

 23    come up with a mechanism where we can tell the oil

 24    companies time out.  We need a time-out to catch our

 25    subsistence resources, our natural resources that we have

00019

  1    depended on for all our existence.  MMS did not do their

  2    job.  I was appalled at the news stories about MMS, the

  3    bribes that they got from the oil companies.

  4              ICAS had to sue MMS because there was just too

  5    much goody, goody two-shoe connections between MMS and the

  6    oil companies.  We had to sue to get our voices heard.

  7    AEWC has been working hard to create a mechanism to tell

  8    these oil companies that you allow to drill for oil and

  9    gas on these lease sales that you permit and allow to

 10    happen.  You allow it to happen.  That is a big impact

 11    already.  Is it in the EIS?  No, I don't think so.  Is it

 12    in any draft EIS?  No.

 13              You just thank AEWC for doing your job.  That is

 14    a big impact on all our coastal villages.  And I'm

 15    appalled that you guys are already coming back up here so

 16    soon.  The sole survivor of the Gulf of Mexico Deepwater

 17    Horizon said he tried to warn the oil companies.  He tried

 18    to warn them, the government.  Who was there to listen at

 19    the government?  They are getting big fancy bribes from

 20    them.  They turn the other cheek.  Who is there to listen

 21    to the little guy?  Who?

 22              Where is those field inspectors that you

 23    promised all these people?  You are going to have a great

 24    new system.  We don't even -- haven't even met your field

 25    inspectors yet, and you are already coming back up here
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  1    with some kind of a grandiose plan, that zero tolerance

  2    crap.  That does not work.

  3              You try and tell these oil companies to come up

  4    here December, January, February.  Tell them to come up

  5    here.  Stay out there in their lease sale for one week.

  6    See how they are going to survive in that weather out with

  7    that ice coming in, jamming our coast up, south wind

  8    bringing all that jam in there, ivu.

  9              I want to know when you guys are going to take

 10    the ball and run and carry that CAA agreement on your

 11    shoulders.  Why do you put the burden on the Inupiat

 12    people?  That is your burden.  That is the impact you

 13    created.  That impact is hurting our communities.  And are

 14    they in the impact statements, your proposed ones?  No,

 15    nothing.

 16              And that lone survivor of that Deepwater

 17    Horizon, who did he have to go to for you guys to finally

 18    listen?  Of all the problems that he figured out what was

 19    going wrong and he barely jumped out and lived to tell the

 20    tale.  What a miracle.  God blessed miracle, that man.

 21    Not for the oil companies.  That man, I don't know if you

 22    oil company people have banned him from even ever working

 23    again, but you guys need to take the ball.  You guys need

 24    to implement the CAA.  You guys are the one permitting

 25    this and allowing it, and we are feeling the impacts.  And
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  1    some of these oil companies don't even want to sign on

  2    anymore.

  3              And I want to know who are your field

  4    inspectors.  Who are your enforcers?  I want to meet them

  5    before you continue any of these meetings.  And this one

  6    bad weather canceled how many of your village trips?

  7    Every single one on the west side of Barrow.  One little

  8    storm.  And you guys want to go up here and sell more

  9    lease sales.

 10              The National Coast Guard Commander Thad Allen,

 11    he came up here before that incident happened.  He met

 12    with our tribes.  He had a government to government

 13    consultation with our tribes.  He was looking for a safe

 14    harbor in case of storms.  He was checking out the North

 15    Slope Borough inventory of the search and rescue aircrafts

 16    and hangar and helicopters.  And they were impressed with

 17    what little they saw.  Very little.

 18              And the incidents that should happen up here,

 19    nobody from Texas, Louisiana, they are not going to be

 20    able to bring up their ships and put out no blowout well.

 21    It's going to be only the U.S. Coast Guard.  How many

 22    commercial vessels you guys have proposed in the beginning

 23    was only one.  And after how many numerous cries in

 24    meetings you guys are barely struggling to get two up

 25    here.  That's not how Shell Oil should be doing business
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  1    in the first place, and you guys had permitted it and

  2    allowed it.

  3              I want to know when you guys are going to take

  4    the ball and carry on the efforts for CAAs before you do

  5    any more lease sales.  That should not be the job of AEWC.

  6    No.  That's your job, MMS, BOEMRE, whatever.  We are

  7    impacted.  We are not on the impact statements.

  8                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Did you want me to

  9    answer those questions?  Which one?

 10                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  CAA.

 11                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  CAA is an interesting

 12    dilemma.  2007, the agency did an environmental assessment

 13    for exploratory drilling proposed by Shell.  We were

 14    challenged in the Ninth Circuit Court, and the court ruled

 15    against the agency, found that it had not complied with --

 16    fully with the provisions of the National Environmental

 17    Policy Act, and said this:  They said that the agency

 18    couldn't rely on the provisions in the CAA, Conflict

 19    Avoidance Agreement.  It's an agreement to avoid conflicts

 20    between oil and gas activities and subsistence activities.

 21    And the court said that the agencies, neither then MMS or

 22    the National Marine Fisheries Service, could rely on it

 23    because it wasn't a party to the agreement, and there was

 24    nothing that it could do if the agreement wasn't reached

 25    or breached.
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  1              Then the court withdrew that decision.  And

  2    Shell withdrew their exploration plan, and the court never

  3    issued a new decision.  But they issued that decision.

  4              So what does that mean?  It kind of means, well,

  5    in my opinion -- and it's just my opinion.  It weakened

  6    the ability of the CAA to be effective.  But the CAA, the

  7    Court still found that it was an agreement between the

  8    industry that signs it, particular companies, and the

  9    AEWC.  And so the Court didn't go into whether or not that

 10    was binding with respect to giving the AEWC the ability to

 11    hold the companies legally responsible for any breach of

 12    that agreement.  Didn't go into that.  Just said, then,

 13    MMS, our agency, and the National Marine Fisheries Service

 14    couldn't rely on it for mitigation.

 15              It is the law under the Marine Mammal Protection

 16    Act that the agencies, my agency, NMFS, that enforces the

 17    Marine Mammal Protection Act or any agency can't approve

 18    anything or allow anything to occur that would prohibit

 19    the stock -- in the case of whales, for example, the stock

 20    from being available for subsistence.  That's a provision

 21    in the Marine Mammal Protection Act to specifically

 22    protect subsistence activities.  And we intend to comply

 23    with that provision and every other provision of the

 24    Marine Mammal Protection Act.

 25              And we intend to make sure that industry doesn't
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  1    unreasonably interfere with subsistence activity of any

  2    kind.  And we think it's significant, and significant with

  3    respect for the purposes of NEPA that if any community

  4    is -- their whaling activities are disrupted for even one

  5    season, that's significant.

  6              So Ben asked a question earlier -- maybe it was

  7    Robert -- somebody, or both.  Everybody is pointing -- you

  8    are raising your hand, somebody is pointing at you.  Okay.

  9    Where is the -- what does the agency consider significant,

 10    significant harm to the human environment.  One disruption

 11    of whaling for one season by anyone, even only one

 12    community, that's significant.  That's the bar.  We won't

 13    approve anything that will disrupt whaling to any one

 14    community for any one whaling season.

 15                    MS. EMMA POKON:  Can you clarify what you

 16    mean by disrupt?  Is that one day or the entire season of

 17    the hunt?  What?  I'm Emma Pokon.  I'm with the Borough.

 18    I just was wondering if you could expand on what you meant

 19    by disrupt.

 20                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Disrupt as in taking

 21    away the ability to whale during that season one day.  We

 22    hope that it doesn't happen for one day.  We certainly

 23    wouldn't knowingly allow industry to disrupt for one day

 24    but, you know, come back and say they disrupted whaling

 25    for one day, they crossed the bar, I think that's -- you
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  1    are getting -- you are getting close to where the

  2    reasonable line lies there.

  3              1985, Shell admits they disrupted whaling.  We

  4    wouldn't allow that to occur again, those activities.  And

  5    the whaling captains and the people that were here, the

  6    whaling crews, they all know what happened then, and those

  7    kinds of activities by oil and gas would not be authorized

  8    by our agency again.

  9                    MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  Our

 10    communities have worked on these processes for a long

 11    time.  There is a lot of concern that has been expressed

 12    through generations.  There also been generations of

 13    impacts that have occurred and multiplied throughout this

 14    process.  We have expressed concerns about health that

 15    have affected us.  Air quality changes and continued

 16    emissions related to the burned gas.  We have expressed

 17    concerns about changes to the water affecting fish

 18    migration passages.  We have complained about concerns to

 19    changes to the land affecting migratory patterns of

 20    animals that we depend on; yet many of our concerns have

 21    not been taken to the heart of the understanding about

 22    these issues.

 23              Your discussion in response only heightens my

 24    concern that it's not appropriate with your understanding

 25    as to what our impacts are.  When we have one day of
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  1    weather appropriate for whaling and it's preventing a

  2    successful harvest, that is very devastating to some of

  3    our village communities that rely on these resources for

  4    the nourishment of our families for the winter season to

  5    come.  When you have multiple species impacted and

  6    affecting multiple families in these processes, that's

  7    also very devastating to our communities when we are

  8    trying to give our families a variety of nutritions from

  9    the varieties of food that are necessary for our bodies to

 10    consume in the ways that we consume them with the health

 11    needs that we have.

 12              We have had changes that have affected the

 13    health of some of our foods already.  Early discussions

 14    related to historic developments and contaminants

 15    affecting fish and the way that this information was

 16    presented to our communities was also very bad in the

 17    process.  Taking a whole year to get it to the right

 18    community that was closest to the impact was not

 19    appropriate, as well as the design of the study not

 20    looking at the way that our families consume these fish

 21    and the way that it affects our sharing of these

 22    resources, having the good new first tastes from the

 23    grandparents to the grandchildren, developing the sharing

 24    of these resources to learn the varieties of the body

 25    parts that we consume in our processes.  All of these
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  1    things are very important.

  2              Teaching our families these stories of how to

  3    prepare these things, but yet the value within the process

  4    that is put before us does not take all of these factors

  5    into consideration in this process.  And many of these

  6    things lead to other reactions and social reactions and

  7    negativity and other downtrodden efforts that cause a lot

  8    of conflict.

  9              But when we were working constantly and trying

 10    to communicate all these efforts and they are never

 11    enforced upon -- many of the documents that you have put

 12    forward have changed all of our layers of understanding

 13    what's supposed to be done in one area versus another area

 14    with who is supposed to be receiving these concerns in the

 15    right level in order to create a reaction that prevents

 16    loss of harvesting and the sharing of these things.  When

 17    we are having to constantly work in an effort to get the

 18    communication to the process and making sure that all of

 19    the stories that go with it affect the decisionmaking,

 20    it's impossible because it's been broken down into so many

 21    fragmentations, as well as your processes of dealing with

 22    these developments.

 23              You put some of these development plans with

 24    minimal scenarios, and yet all of the piecemeals that are

 25    supposed to be looking at the process do not get put into
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  1    the studies that look at some of these impacts, all of

  2    these things affect how we deal with this process.  We get

  3    a lot of anger and frustration.  We get a lot of

  4    repercussions in our daily lives as we are walking into

  5    our stores and into our churches because we have people

  6    that have had impacts to this process.

  7              I went to seven villages on the North Slope last

  8    year, and I had concerns at every community of health of

  9    our foods, of our resources affecting the health of our

 10    people.  We share these stories over and over in various

 11    ways, but where does it go?  And the layers of the

 12    processes to effect changes that prevent some of these

 13    impacts.

 14              You talked about some of the ways things have

 15    been done and, yes, it's a flaring of an understanding,

 16    but it's not a full understanding that you have.  Unless

 17    we are continually there educating you in the process,

 18    then your understanding gets changed and your process of

 19    continuing with others in these decisionmaking processes,

 20    you only give me greater concern.  There is a lot of

 21    concern that's already there.  The breakdown of these

 22    processes in trying to allow us to effectively be involved

 23    in the process is not working very well.  It's only

 24    causing us a lot of pain.

 25              We have needs to continue our traditional and
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  1    cultural activities in spite of the changes that are being

  2    proposed with your efforts to come here in these

  3    processes, yet the risks are with us.  We cannot allow the

  4    way that it has been broken down to continue.  Industry's

  5    control of the research process, industry's

  6    self-monitoring cannot continue.  We need to have a better

  7    process in these factors because it's not a good enough

  8    process.

  9              The failures that are being demonstrated, the

 10    rural designation of some of the processes of the

 11    pipelines and how it's being monitored, the failures of

 12    this process to effectively monitor Alpine.  We already

 13    had leaks there.  It's one of your newer small footprints

 14    in the sand, and yet the hours to monitor and effectively

 15    deal with this process we still have leakages occurring.

 16    Year after year we still have multiple sites that are

 17    leaking, and yet our monitoring system is only getting to

 18    one to ten percent of the leakages.

 19              Those kind of failures of these type of

 20    regulatory efforts are really concerning.  But the bigger

 21    thing is we worked really hard to get a health impact

 22    assessment.  The failure to get this into a good process

 23    so that it assesses on the ocean -- it needs to be done.

 24    It started in various layers in the past.  It's never been

 25    completed.  It needs to be done as part of this process.
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  1    It cannot be a weekend assessment that we got with NPRA.

  2    It needs to be a better health impact assessment.  There

  3    is better mechanisms on the Internet on the international

  4    level than what we have in our assessment.

  5              Also, the tools to get all of the responses to

  6    be true abilities to respond instead of stories and plans

  7    on paper need to be done.  I watched what happened with

  8    the Gulf.  I went down and toured the spill.  It only gave

  9    the stories of our Elders that said these plans will fail

 10    reassurance that we know what we are talking about.  They

 11    were failures in many ways.  We know that efforts putting

 12    boom out there is not going to work the same up here.

 13    Inches of ice is going to disrupt that.

 14              The environment that we have is changing so

 15    rapidly.  Your ability to look at research that's been

 16    done over generations versus what's really occurring right

 17    now in our environment is very different.  They have to be

 18    continued, updated, monitored and assessed and reassessed.

 19    And we don't have the mechanisms in place to allow us to

 20    effectively monitor it or assess it.

 21              Thank you.

 22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you, Rosemary.

 23                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  First I'd like to say

 24    thanks to Doreen and Rosemary and Roy for their heartfelt

 25    comments here.  And the concern that they expressed is one

00031

  1    that we of wildlife management for the Borough hear on a

  2    regular basis.  So even though BOEMRE may not be feeling

  3    very welcome at the moment, we haven't done a good job of

  4    saying welcome to Barrow.  And thank you, you know, Jim,

  5    especially you, for coming up as an Acting Director for

  6    Alaska.  We certainly appreciate your ear here in town as

  7    well as in the other villages across the North Slope.

  8    Thank you for you coming in.  Bob, thanks for you coming

  9    up from the Gulf.  And I didn't catch your name, but you

 10    are from D.C.  Thank you for coming, as well.  Appreciate

 11    it.

 12              So even though I said thank you, I want to add a

 13    couple of minor criticisms for requests for the future.

 14    One is I've never been to a scoping meeting on a federal

 15    holiday, and it seems very peculiar that BOEMRE would be

 16    having a scoping meeting today, President's Day.  So

 17    avoiding those in the future would be worthwhile.

 18              I also am a little disappointed that there

 19    aren't big maps on the wall showing where the planning

 20    areas are and showing where the active leases are.  You

 21    know, the map, while a little bit helpful that's drawn up

 22    here, it doesn't do a real good job of depicting where the

 23    planning areas are and so future meetings having a good

 24    map would be helpful.

 25              So I know that you are looking for advice from
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  1    the communities about the next five-year plan and what to

  2    do for leasing.  You have heard tonight, and I'm sure you

  3    have heard in other communities and you certainly will in

  4    the future concerns about oil spills.  And of course,

  5    that's all because of what happened in the Gulf of Mexico.

  6    So in my opinion, that before any additional drilling

  7    occurs up here, there really has to be a demonstration

  8    that the oil companies are capable of preventing an oil

  9    spill, or in the event that bad things happen, that they

 10    are capable of cleaning up that oil spill, including a

 11    major one.

 12              Obviously oil companies don't bear all the

 13    burden when an oil spill, when a tragedy happens like

 14    happened in the Gulf of Mexico.  The Coast Guard was

 15    intimately involved.  I'm sure BOEMRE and National Marine

 16    Fisheries Service and other agencies were involved.  And

 17    Jeff, as you mentioned earlier, you know, there is

 18    concerns about infrastructure.  There aren't the airports;

 19    there aren't harbors to help bring the equipment that

 20    would be needed to clean up an oil spill.  And all of that

 21    needs to be remedied before additional work occurs in the

 22    offshore and the Arctic Alaska.

 23              In my opinion, there shouldn't be any leasing in

 24    the Chukchi or the Beaufort Sea in the next five years,

 25    that there is quite a few active leases.  There have been
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  1    problems with NEPA documents.  There have been problems

  2    with EPA documents or assessments, and it seems like the

  3    government and the companies really need to sort out

  4    those, get those -- get those environmental assessments

  5    right, get those regulations right before doing any more

  6    leases, before allowing for drilling to go forward.

  7              So I guess that's kind of my overall general

  8    comment.  Maybe I'll kind of give some other folks a

  9    chance to talk and then provide some more detailed

 10    comments here in a little bit, as well.

 11                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  If you have written

 12    comments, we can get them into the record.

 13                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Thanks.  I'll have to

 14    send those to Mary or Jim or somebody.

 15                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  You don't have to read

 16    them.  You can put them in the record.

 17                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Yeah.

 18                    MR. TODD SFORMO:  Todd Sformo.  Following

 19    up on Robert's comments, you mentioned at the beginning

 20    there were 30 exploratory wells drilled in the Beaufort

 21    side and five in the Chukchi side.  And yet I don't know

 22    of any single agency that's able to track all of the

 23    shipping that is occurring there.  I've talked to the

 24    Coast Guard and other agencies and companies, and yet all

 25    of the shipping out there is not accounted for.  So if
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  1    there is a problem out there, how are -- how will your

  2    agency, you know, try to remedy this problem?  I mean it

  3    seems like it's something that has to be accounted for in

  4    your plan.

  5                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  What kind of a problem

  6    are you talking about?

  7                    MR. TODD SFORMO:  Well, I can't tell -- if

  8    I -- I can't go to one single place to find out what kind

  9    of shipping is going on, what ships are going through from

 10    the Chukchi to the Beaufort side.

 11                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Tim, what is the -- A,

 12    starts with an A?

 13                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  There is an Arctic

 14    Marine -- well, I'll just try to speak loud enough.  There

 15    is a document called the Arctic Marine Shipping

 16    assessment.  It was adopted by the Arctic Council, which

 17    is made up of eight Arctic nations.  They labored very

 18    hard to get a count of the shipping and where they are

 19    going to and from, but your point is well taken in that

 20    there is no one central agency that's keeping track of

 21    where -- where ships are going to and from.  Obviously,

 22    the general trend is rising exponentially in the last 15

 23    years and destined to keep going in that direction.  And

 24    as time goes forward, because of the melting polar ice

 25    cap, is just making all that increase over time into the
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  1    future.

  2              However, the thing in the Gulf of Mexico is they

  3    have way more shipping down there than there is up here.

  4    I'm not sure -- that's one issue that I really didn't hear

  5    a thing about during the Gulf spill was, you know, do

  6    ships keep an eye out for the spill and try to go around

  7    it or whatever.  I know there was a spill on the

  8    Mississippi River, I think it was downriver from New

  9    Orleans, and caused a big clog in shipping for a few

 10    weeks, and that really messed things up for a while.  But

 11    out there in the open water, I don't know.  And up here

 12    there is no -- your point is well taken.  There is no

 13    single agency that's responsible.

 14                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Thank you.  Ben Greene.

 15    And this will just be a very quick note.  In the interest

 16    of making your Barrow visit as productive as possible, I

 17    want to bring your attention -- and maybe you are already

 18    aware -- but a very fascinating and relatively rare event

 19    occurred along the coast right outside of Barrow just over

 20    the last weekend.

 21                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  We noticed because we

 22    were here last week.

 23                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Make sure to take a very

 24    careful look at the ivu.  There are blocks of ice the size

 25    of moderate-sized houses that were obviously pushed with a
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  1    great deal of force a significant distance.  And so, good,

  2    I'm glad to hear that you got to see that.  I just wanted

  3    to bring that to your attention.

  4                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  I'd like to comment on

  5    that.  We were here last week and we flew down from Barrow

  6    to Wainwright, and we saw what we thought was a pretty big

  7    lead.  It was, let's say, a quarter of a mile wide.  Wow,

  8    look at that.  We were all commenting on it.  When we came

  9    back the next day, the open water was just about to the

 10    horizon, and then Friday was the -- the wind was blowing

 11    30 miles an hour from the west and southwest, and then it

 12    became an ivu.  So yeah, we were -- it was amazing to see

 13    it.  Kind of the lead up from the air really was

 14    impressive.

 15                    MS. J. ST. VINCENT:  I'm J. St. Vincent.

 16    I have a question that was generated by listening to Roy

 17    and Doreen and Rosemary that I hadn't thought about before

 18    about subsistence impacts.  Has anyone in your agency or

 19    have you sent individuals or a team to the Slope to stay

 20    with a subsistence activity during one season, like

 21    somebody from your agency to be with the Inupiat people to

 22    see what goes on during, say, one caribou harvest or one

 23    whaling season so the agency would understand more closely

 24    what Rosemary would be talking about about what one day

 25    could mean during whaling season?  Has that happened?
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  1                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Do you think that the

  2    Deputy Regional Director should do that?

  3                    MS. J. ST. VINCENT:  I'd like to see the

  4    Deputy Regional Director do it.  I'll take pictures.

  5                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Much of NEPA doesn't

  6    apply to the Native hunter's ability to harvest.  NEPA

  7    doesn't apply for AEWC to enforce a CAA, but there are

  8    other federal regulations, rules and regulations that

  9    apply that need to be enforced like ANILCA and MMPA.  Who

 10    will be the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation

 11    and Enforcement person who will be assigned to be our

 12    advocate for our right to exist and not be left with a

 13    dump of industrial waste?  If it can't be enforced through

 14    AEWC and the State level, it surely can be enforced at the

 15    federal level.  And I want to know who you are going to

 16    assign to work with us on this.

 17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  You mean by name?

 18                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Whatever.  I mean, you

 19    have got some kind of a big, new game plan.  We haven't

 20    heard much about it.  All you want to do is hear from us,

 21    and we haven't even heard your game plan.

 22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Okay.  Well, we would

 23    be glad to explain the parameters, the details of our

 24    reorganization to the communities, to ICAS, to the other

 25    tribes if people are interested in doing that.  Our

00038

  1    community liaison is, directly from the job description,

  2    an advocate of communities and especially federally

  3    recognized tribes through government to government

  4    consultation and through other --

  5                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  But they have got no

  6    muscles to enforce a CAA.  I want to know who within the

  7    enforcement agency can we work with to make this happen

  8    and get those burden -- some responsibilities off the

  9    local level.

 10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  When a federal judge

 11    says your agency has no ability to do anything about those

 12    provisions if they are breached or they can't be reached,

 13    that was a problem that came out of that lawsuit that we

 14    don't know how to overcome.  We would be happy to work

 15    with the communities and especially with the AEWC and

 16    others in the whaling communities to reconcile that

 17    problem, but it exists.  And being an advocate for the

 18    communities, for the AEWC is one thing.  Enforcing

 19    provisions or getting -- forcing industry to adopt

 20    provisions in the CAA is something that is problematic.

 21                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  What's the biggest

 22    problem about it?  What is it?  You lack jurisdiction?

 23    What is the biggest problem?

 24                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  That's what the judge

 25    said.  Nothing you can do.
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  1                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  But you are leasing the

  2    ocean out there.

  3                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Nothing you can do if

  4    it's not reached or if it's breached.  I think

  5    everybody -- at least the people who belong to

  6    organizations that were plaintiffs in that case remember

  7    that court decision.

  8                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  There is some federal

  9    regulations that apply to my right to live.

 10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Certainly.

 11    Environmental justice and many other provisions under

 12    federal environmental law and under the MMPA all are part

 13    and parcel to things that fall into that category.  And we

 14    want to protect your right to live and your environment

 15    and your --

 16                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  And subsist.  My right

 17    to life and subsist --

 18                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  And subsist.

 19                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  -- because the way you

 20    guys deal with us, you just say zero tolerance.  You are

 21    so very much pro oil development that you guys don't even

 22    really seriously consider how to protect the Arctic Ocean.

 23    There will be no access to no oil tree for your Coast

 24    Guard or nobody else, for that matter, to get out there.

 25    If there was an accident, that you guys would not be able
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  1    to get out there and send all your hundreds of ships from

  2    the Gulf of Mexico up to the Arctic.  And that will just

  3    wipe out the whole Arctic Chukchi Sea migration route.

  4    All the whales be dead.

  5              And who is going to go to jail?  Who is going to

  6    pay the fine?  One captain went to jail for one year when

  7    Barrow went over the quota limit.  Who is going to jail?

  8    Who went to jail for BP?  What happened to those human

  9    beings that live down there?  Their rights were just

 10    trampled on.

 11                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  Lois Epstein.  I'm an

 12    engineer with the Wilderness Society in Anchorage.  And I

 13    guess one comment I have is I'm hearing a lot of

 14    frustration here about whether there is any information

 15    that could be provided to BOEMRE that might result in a

 16    decision not to lease.  Is there any information that

 17    would show that the difficulties of cleanup, the lack of

 18    enforcement, the lack of ability to carry out the

 19    provisions of the Conflict Avoidance Agreement, any of

 20    that might be in and of itself for some to say we

 21    shouldn't go forward?  But what I'm hearing is that this

 22    is -- this is happening.  And is there any type of data or

 23    legal problems or anything that could convince the

 24    Administration?  Maybe you could just give us a feel for

 25    that.
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  1                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  There is a plethora of

  2    things, a lot of them that we talked about tonight.  On

  3    the other hand, you have two -- roughly three billion

  4    dollars worth of leases in the Beaufort and Chukchi Sea

  5    that belong to companies.

  6              The United States government issued those

  7    leases, collected that money.  Those lessees have certain

  8    rights.  The resource estimates for the Chukchi Sea as

  9    they analyze data over again and to a minor extent gain

 10    new data, those resource estimates are increasing.  And

 11    what may be larger than the largest oil field on earth is

 12    believed to be out there.  That's on the other side of the

 13    equation.

 14              My job isn't to talk anybody into anything here.

 15    I like to answer questions.  I try to stay out of

 16    arguments because as much as people may not think, I don't

 17    work for companies.  I don't advocate for their interests.

 18    I work for the United States government, the Department of

 19    the Interior, and for today the Bureau of Ocean Energy

 20    Management, Regulation and Enforcement.  And this process

 21    under the National Environmental Policy Act and tonight's

 22    meeting is to get comments from the public on the notion

 23    that one or more offshore oil and gas lease sales would be

 24    held in the Arctic in the Beaufort planning area and

 25    Chukchi planning area that, quite frankly, has not been
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  1    defined.  I don't have a map because it's a blank slate

  2    tonight.

  3              And so at every meeting that we have held so

  4    far -- and I'm quite certain that every meeting this

  5    agency holds in Alaska -- I know a little bit about

  6    meetings that this agency holds in Alaska -- there will be

  7    even more concerns in more areas about holding offshore --

  8    more offshore oil and gas lease sales.  Whether or not

  9    there will be a totality of things that convince the

 10    ultimate decisionmaker not to hold any oil and gas lease

 11    sales, I don't know.  I don't know.  Maybe.  That's my

 12    best guess.  Maybe.

 13              The decisionmaker might even ask me.  What I

 14    think is a less important than if the decisionmaker asks

 15    me what I heard during public scoping meetings.  And my

 16    job is to tell that person exactly what all of you tell

 17    me.  And I'll do that, whether I agree with it or not.

 18    I'll tell the truth.  I'll tell them exactly, as I

 19    remember it anyway.  And I don't think I'm biased.  I'm

 20    not because I understand everybody's position here.  I can

 21    relate in more ways than you can imagine to the way people

 22    feel, even the ones that feel very strongly, even the ones

 23    who are the most upset.  I can relate to that.

 24              So I don't have a problem with telling the

 25    decisionmaker exactly what people told me.  And they have
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  1    in the past, right before Chukchi Sea sale 193, asked the

  2    question whether or not people in these communities in the

  3    North Slope Borough felt that the oil companies could

  4    clean up a major oil spill.  Asked a whole room full of

  5    people that question.  That's a question where they might

  6    not like the answer.  So it's real silent.  And I had just

  7    been up here and spoken to folks.  Doreen remembers and I

  8    think a few other people remember the first time I came up

  9    here and managed meetings.  So it was real easy just for

 10    me to say no.

 11              And then the next question was:  Well, can they?

 12    And I said I'd bet my money on prevention because the

 13    worst day in the Arctic they will be lucky to stay alive,

 14    much less clean anything up.  You don't have a lot of time

 15    to talk during those meetings, but I got the message

 16    across.  They held the oil and gas lease sale anyway.

 17    That's -- you know, that's the decisionmaker's shot to

 18    call.

 19              In the document, in the executive summary, I

 20    would hope that these concerns, at least the ones, the

 21    concerns that are most relevant to this five-year plan,

 22    will be articulated.  I can make sure that that happens.

 23    I have -- I have quite a bit to say over what ends up in

 24    our environmental documents.  That can sway a

 25    decisionmaker.  They are going to read that for sure.
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  1    They are going to get a briefing on the document.  I

  2    forgot how many pages our five-year programmatic EISes

  3    are.  2,000?

  4                    MR. BOB SEBASTIAN:  It's large.

  5                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Yeah.  And these

  6    Assistant Secretaries and the Secretary of the Interior,

  7    there are just literally hundreds of environmental

  8    documents being produced by people within their agency.

  9    These are very important, and you can bet after the

 10    Deepwater Horizon these decisions have the utmost

 11    attention of the Secretary and the President.  So those

 12    decisions will be well thought this time around.

 13              And everything that has been said tonight and

 14    has been said in the previous meetings I think are all

 15    compelling reasons to not; but at the same time, people

 16    said we need the economic opportunities; the TransAlaska

 17    Pipeline is in a decline, and without the offshore

 18    contribution eventually will stop flowing, and that's an

 19    important part of the economy.  We have heard a little bit

 20    of that at the meetings so far.  We will hear a lot more

 21    in Anchorage.

 22              The majority -- this isn't a democracy, but the

 23    majority of the people in Alaska have been proponents of

 24    offshore oil development.  But it doesn't make any

 25    difference.  It's not a voting thing.  And through
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  1    litigation, through the public process, facilitated by

  2    NEPA, through other efforts that agency heads have made to

  3    hear what people have to say, I think it's pretty safe to

  4    say, put that all together and that's why nine years will

  5    have passed and you will not -- and you have not seen one

  6    single exploratory drilling project in Alaska's Outer

  7    Continental Shelf.  That has not ever happened since they

  8    first started drilling in the OCS in Alaska, ever.  They

  9    went, I think, four or five years once in the mid '80s.

 10              There were two years when I believe there were

 11    17 exploration wells one year and 17 exploration wells the

 12    following year.  And one of them was '85 when Shell

 13    disrupted whaling activities.  So when you hear the

 14    leaders here in the North Slope say too much too fast too

 15    soon, I'm sure that has something to do with it.  There

 16    was too much going on too fast, and whaling was disrupted

 17    for an entire community for an entire season.  Shell

 18    acknowledges it.  It's no secret.

 19               Robert.  Thank you for raising your hand.

 20                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  I figured I'd get you

 21    to stop talking for a while if I raised my hand.  Lois

 22    just mentioned a few things about the lack of information

 23    in the Chukchi planning area, such as limited ability to

 24    clean up oil and other things.  One thing that the North

 25    Slope Borough has commented on in the past that we haven't
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  1    really talked about tonight -- Jeff, I think you mentioned

  2    it earlier on -- is that there is really a limitation in

  3    the amount of information in the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas

  4    for making wise decisions.

  5              Without a doubt, MMS -- BOEMRE and MMS before

  6    has spent a lot of money helping to collect important

  7    information, but the environment has changed hugely.  You

  8    know, the ice has retreated.  The ice is getting thinner.

  9    And the environment is changing in lots of other ways.

 10    And so even though we have got a lot of old information,

 11    it probably isn't pertinent to what's happening now.  So

 12    we need to continue to collect information and do so as

 13    rapidly as we can, especially if lease sales are going to

 14    be held and if oil companies are going to be permitted to

 15    drill.

 16              So I'd like to thank BOEMRE for the science

 17    that's going on.  I look forward to potential

 18    collaborations between the Borough and BOEMRE with regard

 19    to science and collecting needed information, but we

 20    definitely need to move forward with that.

 21              The oil companies, of course, collect a lot of

 22    science, as well.  They go out and look for marine mammals

 23    and look for birds and measure sounds that they are

 24    putting into the water, and I think that's all really

 25    positive.  However, they keep their information private.
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  1    They don't share it with people.

  2              Sure, they will summarize it and give people the

  3    summaries, but if BOEMRE is going to allow Shell and

  4    Conoco Phillips and Stat Oil and other companies to go out

  5    on the ocean and collect environmental data -- not

  6    necessarily the seismic data or drilling data, but the

  7    environmental data about what's happening in the water or

  8    on the water, that that information should be required to

  9    be made public; the data, not necessarily just the

 10    reports; that other people should have the right to be

 11    able to look at that information without having to try to

 12    interpret what the oil companies have done in summarizing

 13    the data.

 14              So the scientific process needs to be much more

 15    transparent than it currently is or has been for decades

 16    up here.

 17              In the past -- well, also related to kind of

 18    studies is the issue of cumulative impacts.  This is kind

 19    of what Todd was talking about a moment ago about ship

 20    traffic.  All the ships that are moving through the Arctic

 21    are putting a lot of sound into the water, and that sound

 22    has the potential to deflect bowheads or belugas or other

 23    animals away from areas where they used to be hunted or

 24    areas where they feed or rest or calve.

 25              And so we need to better understand cumulative
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  1    impacts.  And in order to do that, we have to have a good

  2    archive of information about what the human activities

  3    were out there.  We need to know all the ships.  And most

  4    of the ships that are out there are oil and gas companies,

  5    but there is others, too.  We need to have good

  6    information about the human activities in the Beaufort and

  7    Chukchi Sea planning area, and we need that information to

  8    assess cumulative impacts.

  9              On top of that, we also know that the

 10    exploration activities in Canada, especially in the

 11    eastern Beaufort Sea and in Russia in the western Chukchi

 12    Sea, that oil exploration is increasing there, too.  And

 13    so BOEMRE needs to make sure they are talking to their

 14    Canadian counterparts and Russian counterparts to be aware

 15    of the information about activities that are going on

 16    there so when you do the NEPA analysis of cumulative

 17    impacts, you can actually do a reasonable job of assessing

 18    them; not just listing them out, but assessing what the

 19    cumulative impacts might be to the biology of bowhead

 20    whales, belugas, or other animals.

 21              And then one other comment that I want to make

 22    is that in the past there have been deferral areas in the

 23    Beaufort Sea for whaling.  There was one around Barrow.

 24    There was one around Cross Island for the Nuiqsut hunters

 25    and there was one around Kaktovik.  And currently those
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  1    deferral areas around Kaktovik and Barrow are still in

  2    place.  But, I don't know, maybe five or ten years ago the

  3    deferral area around Cross Island was removed.  And I

  4    think that was disappointing.  And I think that BOEMRE

  5    should seriously consider putting that deferral area back

  6    in place.  Obviously there are leases that have already

  7    been sold there, and I'm not suggesting that necessarily

  8    those leases be bought back, but don't offer any more

  9    lease tracts in the deferral area around Cross Island in

 10    the next five-year plan.

 11              And this really gets to kind of what Doreen is

 12    trying to get at is, like, sure, the CAA between oil

 13    companies and the AEWC can't be used by the federal

 14    government to enforce, you know, disturbance issues

 15    related to marine mammals, but you guys can do something.

 16    You can do things to make sure that marine mammals are

 17    available to hunters in the areas where they have been in

 18    the past.  A deferral area or time in area closures are

 19    certainly things that should be considered in an EIS for

 20    the Beaufort and Chukchi Sea planning areas.

 21                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Robert, what kind of

 22    an exclusion zone in Cross Island would you recommend, the

 23    same one that was there before or bigger?

 24                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  To tell you the truth,

 25    I don't remember exactly what was there before, but
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  1    talking to the Nuiqsut hunters would be the best road to

  2    take.  The other piece of information that would be

  3    valuable is the study that you helped fund, and I think

  4    Shell may have helped fund part of it, as well, which is

  5    the Michael Galganaitis study on looking at tracks of

  6    where the hunting crews went when they were out whaling,

  7    and that information will provide lots of good details

  8    about where boats go.

  9                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Science that industry

 10    has today that you know that is complete that you would

 11    like and haven't been able to obtain, can you name

 12    anything?

 13                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Everything.  They

 14    won't provide any of their data in terms of some of the

 15    contaminants data.

 16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Can you send to me via

 17    e-mail the specifics, and then we will try to see if we

 18    can just -- I mean, you know, pick, like, your top to

 19    start with, top three things and then we will go to work

 20    just to see how we do.

 21                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  That would be

 22    fantastic.  It's always been problematic that the

 23    companies are willing to baseline -- they are willing to

 24    share summarized information but not the raw data, with

 25    one exception, and that exception is BP.  And they have
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  1    been more than willing to share the data with us.  So

  2    despite their problems in the Gulf of Mexico and on the

  3    North Slope in some cases, from a science perspective they

  4    have been quite willing to work with us and be very

  5    transparent in their science, except seismic data.

  6                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Well, proprietary data

  7    we will have little luck with, and we might go to jail if

  8    we give it up.

  9                    MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  My name is Geoff

 10    Carroll.  And I have been a wildlife biologist on the

 11    North Slope for over 30 years.  I've worked for the

 12    National Marine Fisheries, the North Slope Borough, and

 13    currently Alaska Department of Fish & Game.  I'm going to

 14    be speaking as a private citizen, and these don't

 15    represent the views of any agency.

 16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Fair enough.

 17                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  He just doesn't want

 18    to get fired.

 19                    MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  Okay.  I'd like to

 20    thank you also for coming up here and getting people's

 21    input and opinions on this very important subject.  First

 22    I have a question and then I'll have a few comments.  The

 23    question is, you know, with the Gulf of Mexico spill, what

 24    we observed was a situation where there have been all

 25    these amazing advances on their ability to drill.  They
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  1    were drilling in five miles of water and going way down

  2    and going a long way beyond that.  And there have been

  3    amazing advances in that technology, but when there was a

  4    spill, it was like back to the Dark Ages.  I mean, there

  5    have been no advances really in oil spill cleanup.

  6              And kind of a question is, is there a push

  7    within your agency to somehow advance the research and

  8    development in oil spill cleanup techniques?

  9                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Well, there is

 10    probably a bigger push now than there has been maybe ever

 11    within this agency, my agency.  I personally, though --

 12    I've cleaned up small oil spills when I worked for the

 13    Navy Public Works Center in San Diego.  Never large oil

 14    spills on the water.  I'm not optimistic that there is

 15    going to be some massive advance here.  I haven't given it

 16    a lot of thought, but there has been a lot of great people

 17    that -- including some famous people, the actor -- I

 18    forgot his name, the good-looking fellow, and whatnot that

 19    have worked on it.

 20              And so, you know, things are -- necessity is the

 21    mother of invention, but we haven't seen much.  And we

 22    have been cleaning up things we spill on our floor the

 23    same old way.  Maybe more wasteful than we used to.  We

 24    used to use a rag; now we use throw-away stuff.  But I

 25    don't think you are going to ever see some gizmo that you
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  1    can throw out there on the water -- maybe I'm wrong.  I

  2    hope I'm wrong -- but I'm doubtful that there is going to

  3    be significant advances.

  4              And really when you think about it, especially

  5    in the Arctic and especially given the causation for the

  6    Deepwater Horizon -- the causation primarily is

  7    complacency, the opposite of which is vigilance.  And only

  8    11 people died.  A lot more could have.  They had a lot of

  9    personal reasons to be vigilant, and they weren't.

 10              There is -- there are -- I think your well

 11    control enhancement, other prevention, a regulatory regime

 12    that is both feared and respected, things that are

 13    longstanding motivators of vigilance will negate the need

 14    for some new inventions in spill response, but that's just

 15    my opinion.  Sorry.  Long answer.

 16                    MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  Okay.  Thank you.  You

 17    know, I, along with a lot of North Slope people, you know,

 18    we really do appreciate the economic benefits that

 19    petroleum development has brought, and we would probably

 20    like to see this continue, but however, we want to see

 21    this done with as little negative impact to the people,

 22    the wildlife and the rest of the environment as possible.

 23              And I might have kind got off on the wrong track

 24    in my comments here.  Basically I saw this as a scoping

 25    meeting, so right now they are suggestions of topics I'd
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  1    like to see covered when you write your environmental

  2    impact statement and, you know, develop your five-year

  3    plan.  So you know, okay.

  4              When we hear about offshore development,

  5    probably the first thing that comes to mind is the risk of

  6    an oil spill.  We know that oil spills are quite possible.

  7    We've seen huge devastating oil spills in Prince William

  8    Sound and the Gulf of Mexico.  We also know that they're

  9    very difficult to clean up and that they have many

 10    impacts.

 11              There are several aspects about the Arctic, such

 12    as ice-covered waters, the cold, the dark, distance to

 13    infrastructure that make it extremely difficult to clean

 14    up a spill.  Many people here feel that oil development

 15    should just not occur until there are proven methods for

 16    controlling and cleaning up an oil spill.  Because a major

 17    oil spill is quite possible and because it would be

 18    extremely difficult to clean one up, I'd like to see

 19    BOEMRE address the following issues in the environmental

 20    impact statement.

 21              Number one, what impacts could a major oil spill

 22    have on the people, wildlife, and the rest of the

 23    environment in northern Alaska.  I think it should be

 24    listed out just what impacts could result from this.

 25              Number two, if exploration and development are

00055

  1    allowed, what precautions would be required of oil

  2    companies to make an oil spill as unlikely as possible.

  3              Three, when oil spills do occur, what means are

  4    available to clean up oil in various conditions that are

  5    present in the Arctic, such as the extreme cold, the

  6    darkness, ice-covered waters and the stormy weather.

  7              In the Gulf of Mexico, one of the primary

  8    techniques used to deal with the oil was dispersants, and

  9    it seems like that was done without really understanding

 10    the long-term effects of the dispersants on the

 11    environment.  The EIS should address the effectiveness of

 12    dispersants in cold waters or the conditions up here, and

 13    it should also discuss the negative impacts the

 14    dispersants could have on the local environment.

 15              Number five, I'd like to know how does BOEMRE

 16    plan to deal with such issues such as the lack of

 17    infrastructure to support the ships and people that would

 18    be needed for oil spill cleanup.  I think we have heard

 19    that several times this evening, but, man, there is just

 20    no facilities around here to get the ships and everything

 21    else into place to even attempt an oil spill cleanup.  And

 22    if development does proceed and there is an oil spill and

 23    it cannot be cleaned up, what financial and human

 24    resources will be provided to local communities?

 25              In addition to oil spills, there are many other
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  1    issues that could be addressed in an EIS.  One of those

  2    would be what steps should be taken to gather baseline

  3    information to fill the information gaps about wildlife

  4    and oceanographic conditions.  And also a listing of what

  5    studies should be developed to measure the effects on

  6    wildlife and people if the exploration and development do

  7    occur.

  8              The EIS should address how climate change could

  9    affect exploration and development plans like -- as Robert

 10    mentioned, all the studies that have taken place up to

 11    now, you know, it's a whole different playing field now.

 12    The ice is different, the weather patterns are different.

 13    And you know, even studies that take place today, in ten

 14    years it's all going to change.  So everything that's

 15    discussed needs to be -- you need to take the fact that

 16    global climate change is taking place and that things are

 17    going to be in a constant state of change.

 18              What effects could the noises associated with

 19    exploration and development have on wildlife?  Which of

 20    these effects will be detrimental to wildlife and which of

 21    those effects -- because it's affecting the wildlife, how

 22    could that affect hunters and what negative effects could

 23    it have on the people up here?  Also what other factors,

 24    such as seismic surveys, ship traffic and aircraft traffic

 25    could affect wildlife?  How could these effects be
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  1    detrimental to hunters, as well?

  2              And you know what could be done to minimize the

  3    impacts of industrial noise, ship traffic, and seismic

  4    surveys on wildlife and the people that hunt them?  So I'd

  5    like to see it outlined what all factors could affect the

  6    wildlife and the people and also what could be done about

  7    it.

  8              And also, you know, what impacts could result

  9    from air and water pollution given off from exploration

 10    and development sites and what can be done to minimize

 11    this?

 12              One issue is that the Bering Strait is kind of a

 13    choke point in the migration path of bowhead and beluga

 14    whales and a lot of other marine mammals.  It's a

 15    relatively narrow space, and a lot of animals migrate

 16    through.  And we are seeing increased ship traffic every

 17    year and, of course, they are funneled into that narrow

 18    area, as well.  So it's going to eventually increase and

 19    more ship strikes and disruption of migrations.  The EIS

 20    should address what can be done to limit the ship traffic

 21    through the Bering Strait during migrations and other

 22    mitigation measures as far as affecting these migrations.

 23              The EIS should also seriously consider

 24    cumulative impacts.  In the past agencies have often

 25    preferred to look at development and exploration one
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  1    project at a time.  Many times there is sort of a limited

  2    impact for one project and, it's only when you look at the

  3    total impact of many projects that a major problem is

  4    obvious.

  5              When you outline cumulative impacts, you should

  6    consider all the activities related to petroleum,

  7    shipping, research projects, and military activities in

  8    the northern oceans that -- everything that's going to be

  9    taking place in the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas, including

 10    the Canadian and Russian waters.

 11              So thank you for letting me testify.

 12                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.

 13                    MR. WALTER AKPIK:  My name is Walter

 14    Akpik, and I'm a Barrow resident.  I just wanted to ask,

 15    have you come up to do more studies on the ice that we

 16    have out here?  You need to do more studies because once

 17    that ice starts moving with the wind and the current

 18    moving together, there is no man-made object that's going

 19    to stop it, especially with an oil rig out there.  It's

 20    just going to topple it over without notice.

 21              And you guys will give the crews down there a

 22    second chance to push the panic button to get everybody

 23    out.  It just happens like that.  I have been here about

 24    60 years, and I know how that ice works.  There is no

 25    man-made such things that's able to stop that ice once it
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  1    starts moving with that current we got out here.  So do

  2    more studies on that ice that we have out here,

  3    wintertime.

  4                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  We have

  5    people that have not spoke yet.

  6                    MS. VERA WILLIAMS:  I'm Vera Williams from

  7    Barrow, Alaska.  My concern, I guess, is what everybody

  8    has also stated.  That ice out there, just happened just

  9    the other day, and it's almost two, three stories high in

 10    some areas.  And you know, if you were to start

 11    collecting, even the weather bureau has all the data also

 12    for the amount of wind we had just the other day to see

 13    that ice pile up out there.

 14              That's another area that you guys need to, I

 15    think, at least consider our concerns that the ice is --

 16    is powerful.  And Mother Nature -- you can't really stop

 17    Mother Nature, but those are other areas that you could

 18    look at also and tap into and take pictures out there to

 19    see what magnitude four to six feet thickness of ice is

 20    all piled up out there.  You know, those are our concerns.

 21              How could you -- how could someone prove to us

 22    that something could live through that, you know.  That's

 23    our ocean out there.

 24              And also, you know, just a suggestion, I heard a

 25    couple places where infrastructure is not visibly here.
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  1    Those areas also need to be really touched up on and make

  2    those infrastructures be placed on the North Slope and

  3    scatter them around where you are going to have an oil

  4    spill; have it all around where they will be mobile and

  5    easy, you know, in different areas on the North Slope.  We

  6    have seven villages, and most of them are out in the, you

  7    know, coastal areas.  You could have those areas for

  8    designated spots, also, for, you know, planning something

  9    that could be implemented and into your five-year plan as

 10    you progress through your five-year plan.

 11              You know, that's just my suggestion that some

 12    kind of mandatory thing needs to be placed for the oil

 13    industry to have it out there or else you ask the federal

 14    government to place it out there and have it mobile, ready

 15    for any disaster.

 16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.

 17                    MR. CRAIG GEORGE:  Craig George, for the

 18    record.  For the record, my name is Craig George, and I've

 19    lived in the community for about 30 years now, and I've

 20    studied bowheads through most of that time.  So a lot of

 21    my comments will be bowhead-centric.

 22              But a couple things:  Regarding bowheads, I just

 23    completed a -- well, a dissertation on bowheads, and

 24    really what became clear is that one of the key features

 25    of being a bowhead is its baleen.  That's the apparatus
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  1    which allows it to make a living out here.  And it's

  2    fairly unique to that animal in its length and the quality

  3    of it, the extensiveness of it.

  4              A bowhead is -- a third of the body is its head.

  5    It's kind of a swimming head, and it has 640 baleen hairs.

  6    I don't have an example here.  It has these long fringe

  7    hairs that can be over a foot in length.  Hey, there is

  8    one.  From -- relatively small, actually.  But those

  9    fringe hairs coming off there, those are really what makes

 10    it work as a plankton or zooplankton filter.

 11              And to date there has only been one study on how

 12    oil ingestion could affect its ability to filter

 13    zooplankton, and that seems like kind of a precursor to

 14    doing any further research -- leasing is to really

 15    understand how the animal might be affected by that.

 16              In the Norwegian Arctic, they noticed that the

 17    seismic noise affects in particular the gadids, the cod,

 18    the -- and herring, and they may vacate a fjord where

 19    they've been shooting seismic.  And as far as I know,

 20    there hasn't been any -- the Elders constantly ask about

 21    this here.  What does seismic do to the smaller critters?

 22    We have some idea what it does to the larger critters, but

 23    not the smaller ones.

 24              Every meeting Rossman Peetook asks how seismic

 25    noise affects krill, and we have never had an answer.  So
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  1    that seems like a worthwhile study project.  And in fact,

  2    they have shown, like I mentioned in Norway, that seismic

  3    noise does affect the distribution of fish.  And Arctic

  4    cod, of course, are one of the keystone species in the

  5    Arctic system.  So that's something you need to look at.

  6              We've heard a lot about demonstrating the

  7    ability to clean up oil.  I agree that it seems

  8    objectionable to pour oil into the ocean, do a spill test,

  9    but I think -- unfortunately, I think that probably needs

 10    to be done to really do an honest test.  And actually,

 11    Jeff, your comments have been sort of -- about the ability

 12    to clean up oil, I think have been quite honest, that this

 13    time of year with the current speeds and the darkness and

 14    the temperatures, I think there are periods -- well,

 15    clearly there are periods where it would be irresponsible

 16    to put people out there because they wouldn't survive.

 17    And we need a really good gap analysis in the next EIS --

 18    gap response analysis -- sorry -- on oil spill cleanup.

 19              Mentioned storms.  The most powerful storm since

 20    I have been here was in 1989.  Some of you may remember.

 21    It toppled cabins and tore roofs off in town.  And the

 22    unofficial wind speed was 103 miles an hour at the DEW

 23    line.  But the weather service instruments failed.  So

 24    there is really no record.  I think their peak gusts quit

 25    about 70, but that was an incredibly powerful storm.  I
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  1    think it did a lot of damage in Wainwright, as well.

  2              Okay.  Telemetry work, actually BLM, mainly

  3    through the efforts of Chukchi Monnett --

  4                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Not BLM; BOEMRE.

  5                    MR. CRAIG GEORGE:  Oh, I'm sorry.  It was

  6    MMS.  BOEMRE now.  Sorry.  Thank you.  Has funded what's

  7    now a really world class satellite telemetry study on

  8    bowheads.  A lot of the tagging was done here at Barrow,

  9    and also over in Arctic Canada, and it's told us a lot.

 10              And essentially every tagged whale -- I don't

 11    have the images here, but they have all taken off various

 12    directions, but every single one except one has gone

 13    through the current lease area, which is roughly like so

 14    [indicating], I guess.  I can't draw it.  But anyway, they

 15    all come down and they hit this coast and they spend up to

 16    two months down here.  And if there was an oil release

 17    under the predominant wind, which is northeast, you know,

 18    you have the potential both here and down here

 19    [indicating] to affect the entire bowhead population.  So

 20    that wouldn't be good.

 21              But anyway, some oil spill scenarios, looking

 22    at -- I think we're too focused on these small areas --

 23    not small areas.  On these specific areas in the planning

 24    areas, but a lot of these -- essentially all marine

 25    mammals are migratory, so we have got to look at the big
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  1    picture.  And this was funded by this agency.  And as I

  2    understand it, Robert, the information was not in the

  3    last --

  4                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  The recent NEPA

  5    document.

  6                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  The recent NEPA

  7    document, which was -- it wasn't included in that.

  8                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The most recent NEPA

  9    document that we have that is still a work in process is

 10    the supplemental environmental impact statement for sale

 11    193's court remand.

 12                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  And that wasn't in the

 13    initial -- I know it caused a lot of --

 14                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The 193 FEIS.

 15                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Right.  Is it in it

 16    now?  Anyway, you have this beautiful data set --

 17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The man behind you

 18    will answer.

 19                    MR. MIKE ROUTHIER:  It will be.  We were

 20    up here in November to talk about the draft SEIS.  Since

 21    that time we have received a great number of comments and

 22    we have been working hard to address them.  We are still

 23    in that process.  And as part of that process, we are

 24    adding additional studies that have come out recently that

 25    either weren't available at the time we worked on the SEIS
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  1    or for whatever reason weren't in that document.  We did

  2    go back and add more studies, including the one you are

  3    referring to.

  4                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Okay.  Good.  That's

  5    some good news.  Okay.  And then there has been mention of

  6    shipping, and here is my sort of crude depiction of the

  7    Bering Strait.  Here is St. Lawrence.  But all the

  8    bowheads went like so, and then down through here on the

  9    west side in fall, and they all came up west of

 10    St. Lawrence Island.  And this fits with local knowledge,

 11    as well.

 12              Very few go east.  Very few whales go east of

 13    St. Lawrence Island.  But this is right in the shipping

 14    lanes [indicating].  So I don't know if it's the purview

 15    of the EIS, but shipping lanes and speed controls in this

 16    area really need to be put in place.

 17              We know from the bowhead's cousin on the East

 18    Coast, the right whale, that they don't get along well

 19    with ships.  In fact, they get hit with great frequency.

 20    And it's generally when they are feeding and breeding, not

 21    necessarily migrating, but when they are feeding and

 22    breeding you see them oblivious to a lot of things.  We

 23    know about the big deflections of whales from seismic work

 24    here, mid Beaufort, during migration.  Over in Canada they

 25    are considerably less.  And so anyway, this is -- this is
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  1    a big problem.  And if there is a lot of shipping

  2    associated with oil and gas activity -- and Arctic

  3    shipping, of course, is beyond the -- well, it should be

  4    included in the cumulative analysis, but there will be --

  5    there will be problems in here.  It's just a matter of the

  6    magnitude of it.

  7              Local knowledge, as much as you possibly can

  8    include that in the EIS, we have innumerable examples of

  9    where local knowledge has been proven correct by

 10    scientific studies.  Most recent is the bowhead's ability

 11    to smell in their olfaction.  And you pick up any

 12    textbooks, it says cetaceans are incapable of it.  The

 13    locals have been telling us for years that they can smell,

 14    and we have completed a recent study that confirmed that,

 15    at least looking at the anatomy and the gene expression,

 16    that sort of thing.

 17              And then Rosemary mentioned something

 18    interesting about displacement of subsistence activity

 19    like in the Prudhoe -- let's see here.  This is Kuparuk

 20    and Prudhoe area.  And as far as I know, this area that

 21    was formerly inhabited by local people and a lot of

 22    hunting took place, a lot of homes scattered through here,

 23    old sod homes, I think there is virtually no hunting in

 24    there, is that correct?  So arguably one of the biggest

 25    impacts of the oil industry has been people.
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  1              And that's -- you will have formal comments to

  2    all this from the Borough and our wildlife department, but

  3    just a couple points to consider.  Thank you.

  4                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.

  5    I don't know, Robert.  I think a collective work of a map

  6    during a meeting is more of a learning experience than the

  7    fancy ones consultants use.

  8                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  How about both?

  9                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Let me play the devil's

 10    advocate and say I support drilling and I want to work

 11    with you.  And I want to know how the oil companies are

 12    going to get to and from their site.  I want to help you

 13    out and get that done.  And I want to help you out and

 14    figure out a way out to export that oil out of there.

 15    Where is that information?  We never get that information.

 16    That's one of the biggest impacts that you will be

 17    impacted from is the actual development of that lease sale

 18    site.

 19              And I support you on developing that site and

 20    making sure we have the best oil spill response plan in

 21    the whole wide world, and I talk to my people and I tell

 22    them this is the best, and this is how they are going to

 23    export the oil and this is how they are going to access

 24    the site.  Where is that information?

 25              And I would even appease the mayor and tell him
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  1    there will be no drilling discharge.  And I'm going to

  2    work with you.  I'm going to be your new best friend.

  3    Where is all this information that I need to work with you

  4    to make sure this goes right, this is done right?  There

  5    is going to be an 80-mile pipeline under the Chukchi Sea

  6    from, what, those Burger or Klondike, from there to

  7    Wainwright and then from Wainwright to Pump Station 1?  Is

  8    that the big plan?

  9              And then in the event of an oil spill, who is

 10    going to come and help us?  The military?  They are going

 11    to pull them out of the Middle East and they will come and

 12    help us?  What are we going to do?  I'm your new best

 13    friend.  You tell me.

 14              No zero discharge in the ocean.  We are going to

 15    have a hub in Wainwright.  We are going to have a pipeline

 16    undersea.  We are going to connect to Pump Station 4,

 17    whatever.  Realistically we will only operate from July to

 18    October, realistically, if I'm your oil person.  That's

 19    only possible due to life health safety measures we are

 20    going to have to take.

 21              So could you compromise?  Would you compromise

 22    and say, okay, we support it?  Let's give them what they

 23    want.  Zero discharge.  No discharge in the Arctic Ocean.

 24              Those crystalline silica drilling muds are

 25    cancer-causing chemicals that settle to the bottom of the
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  1    ocean.  And I seen a presentation; all the little

  2    creatures, the little critters, whatever, they hibernate

  3    three to four feet down in the muds of the ocean.  They

  4    had drilled a four-foot-by-four-foot-by-four-foot deep

  5    piece of mud from the ocean, and they expected to find

  6    nothing but mud.  But no, they found all these little

  7    critters hibernating in the bottom of that mud in the

  8    Arctic Ocean.

  9              So would you guys even compromise at all?  Would

 10    you guys give up your NPDES permit?  Would you guys say

 11    they support it?  Let's compromise.  Let's go along with

 12    their zero drilling request.  How will you be able to

 13    compromise with us?

 14                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Is that a question?

 15                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Yes.

 16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The permit isn't --

 17    doesn't belong to our agency.  It belongs to the

 18    permittees.  In the recent case, it was Shell.  And they

 19    did for the Beaufort alter their revised plan to go to a

 20    true zero discharge scenario, but they didn't receive an

 21    air permit, so they canceled their drilling operation.

 22              So from their perspective -- I read today in one

 23    of the commerce journals here in Alaska Shell says they

 24    have 30 -- had 34 permits but did not have an air permit,

 25    so --
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  1              But going back to your initial recommendation,

  2    will we work with you?  Yes.  Will we cooperate with you

  3    and, for example, ICAS?  Yes.  ICAS is a federally

  4    recognized tribe, of course, and federally recognized

  5    tribes can be cooperating agencies when we are preparing

  6    an environmental impact statement.  So yes, and yes.

  7              With respect to development, we haven't had a

  8    development plan presented to us yet.  There is no

  9    development in the Outer Continental Shelf.  Liberty, the

 10    proposed Liberty project, Northstar through horizontal

 11    drilling, gets at a federal deposit, but there is no true

 12    development anywhere in Alaska's OCS.

 13              I want to go to somebody if anybody else has any

 14    comments that has not spoken yet.

 15                    MR. DONALD CARROLL:  Donald Carroll.  My

 16    major concern is oil spills in the ocean.  The Prince

 17    William Sound and the Gulf of Mexico oil spills have shown

 18    that oil spills are very real and maybe even likely.  If

 19    there is an oil spill, it will be very hard to clean the

 20    spill up in the Arctic.

 21              Part of the reason I'm concerned is because of a

 22    science fair project that I did last year.  The project

 23    was called "Cleaning Up Oil Spill in Ice-Infested Waters."

 24    I tested the effect of temperature and ice on two ways of

 25    cleaning up oil.  One of those was burning oil and the
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  1    other technique was using petroleum absorbent material to

  2    soak up the oil.

  3              In the oil burning experiment, we poured a

  4    measured amount of North Slope crude oil into a pan of

  5    saltwater and weighed the pan with the oil and water in

  6    it.  The oil floated on the surface of the water, and we

  7    used a torch to burn the oil.  When the oil stopped

  8    burning, we applied the torch to it again in order to burn

  9    as much as possible.  When it was done burning, we weighed

 10    the pan again with the water and remaining oil residue in

 11    it and compared the weights.  We did this with room

 12    temperature water (18 degrees centigrade), water that was

 13    near freezing, (zero degrees centigrade), and cold water

 14    that had broken ice stirred into it.

 15              The results were surprising.  In the room

 16    temperature water, only 35 percent of the oil burned.  For

 17    water that was near the freezing point, only 16 percent

 18    burned.  For cold water mixed with ice, only 11 percent of

 19    the oil burned.  There was always a lot of black gunk in

 20    the water that would not burn.

 21              I was surprised how little of the oil burned.

 22    Even in warm water conditions, less than half of it

 23    burned.  And when the water was cold and had ice in it, an

 24    even smaller percent burned.

 25              Another problem with burning oil is air
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  1    pollution.  In addition, there was just an article in the

  2    newspaper that in the Gulf of Mexico there is lots of ash

  3    and residue on the bottom of the ocean from burning oil

  4    there.

  5              We had a better success rate cleaning up the oil

  6    with the absorbent material.  We were able to collect up

  7    to 79 percent of the oil using absorbent pads, but when

  8    there was ice and water only, 50 percent of the oil was

  9    absorbed.  In addition, it would be very difficult to even

 10    get to the oil in a real oil spill if there was ice in the

 11    area.

 12              From the results of my experiment, I think it

 13    would be very difficult to clean up an oil spill in the

 14    Arctic.

 15              In your environmental impact statement, you

 16    should address all current techniques for cleaning up oil

 17    spills and how effective they would or would not be in the

 18    Arctic; the need for a major research program to improve

 19    our ability to clean up oil spills in the Arctic;

 20    everything that could be done to reduce the chances of

 21    having an oil spill.

 22              I have a couple more comments to add.  I mean, I

 23    know that drilling oil gives countries lots and lots of

 24    money, and the United States would -- it would be good for

 25    us to have the money, but if you do spill here, you could
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  1    create major problems.  And I mean, they might shut it

  2    down and make it less money.  The people here, we are

  3    getting more and more out of our tradition, and there is

  4    not -- money is not helping that much, probably.

  5              I guess it just might be a better place to stay

  6    away from, especially offshore drilling, in my opinion.

  7              That's all I have to say.

  8                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Not a bad place to end

  9    this meeting.  Thank you very much.  And I'm glad that you

 10    took an interest in this business to do that project.  I

 11    think your results were consistent with what the

 12    government spent a lot more money than you did to

 13    determine.  But my understanding is your percentages are

 14    right on the money.  So very good work.  And barring any

 15    other questions or comments -- okay.

 16              Sorry, sir.  Did you have your hand up earlier?

 17    I didn't see it.

 18                    MR. PATRICK SUVLA:  No.  My name is

 19    Patrick Suvla, S-U-V-L-A.  You have been collecting

 20    information from us for how long and we don't even know if

 21    there is any studies going on in the ocean, like studies

 22    on the current.  And from what the news says, it would be

 23    a lot easier to clean the oil spill if there is any up

 24    here.

 25              Now, look, they say it's a lot shallower here,
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  1    and it would make an oil spill easier to clean.  If you

  2    fill up a bathtub and the water starts at the bottom, the

  3    waves are a lot going in one direction.  The more it gets

  4    full, the waves get less.  And I'm sure that's how our

  5    ocean would be if there is an oil spill.  There will be a

  6    lot of waves out there for people trying to clean up an

  7    oil spill.  And I don't know how long that dispersant is

  8    going to last down in the Gulf, but I think they will have

  9    a lot of mud balls to gather up within that time.

 10              And last -- they sent guys from the seismic on

 11    Monday -- was it Monday?  Friday.  Saturday.  And I asked

 12    them a question on what happens after the seismic is done,

 13    have they gone back and checked on the plants or whatever

 14    our small mammals eat down at the bottom of the ocean.

 15    They said they never checked back.  Now, there has got to

 16    be some damage done on the bottom with that seismic.

 17              And with all the currents we have up here, if

 18    there is an oil spill and it's dark and by the time we get

 19    daylight, which way are they going to start cleaning up,

 20    the east or west?  Because we have got a lot of currents

 21    out there.  You got to -- you got to be here when it's

 22    breakup.  You will see ice going one way and a little

 23    further out going in a different direction.  So if there

 24    is an oil spill out there, with all those currents going

 25    on, which way are the -- are you going to send your boats?
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  1              And that's all I got.  Thank you.

  2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.

  3                    MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  This process

  4    is looking at oil and gas leasing, but there is other

  5    modes of energy development that are being developed in

  6    the oceans.  There is no assessment in this process that's

  7    looking at different parts of the ocean that may be very

  8    beneficial to consider for utilizing for specific types of

  9    cleaner, nondamaging type of impacts without the risks of

 10    contaminating our ocean.  And those kinds of assessments

 11    are not in any of these areas.

 12              There are certain areas in the Arctic that are

 13    encouraged to -- us to look at for other types of

 14    development processes that is necessary for other areas of

 15    usage.  Some of those things are important for our full

 16    assessment of the usage of the processes that are here.

 17    If we are not looking at everything such as ocean energy

 18    management processes that are out there, then it affects

 19    what we are looking at and ways that we could be looking

 20    at using certain areas in better ways, less impacting.

 21              Thanks.

 22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Let me just ask a

 23    question on that.  Are you saying that the agency should

 24    in part -- as part of this exercise, this effort to comply

 25    with NEPA, that we should examine the potential for wind,
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  1    wave, tidal energy along with oil and gas energy, and then

  2    the wind, wave, and tidal energy would provide energy to

  3    the communities who are most at risk if and when oil and

  4    gas activities occurred?

  5                    MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  Okay.  At this

  6    hour of day and night, there is a lot of ways that you

  7    could look at these processes, and the reality is there is

  8    a lot of things that are out there that could affect

  9    decisionmaking processes.  And we need to look at all the

 10    different factors that can help us make the best judgments

 11    for this area.

 12              The risks for us and the damages to our ocean

 13    are a reality of any of these proposals.  And if we are

 14    looking at some of these other considerations, it might

 15    offset some of the decisions that are -- we are being

 16    forced upon.

 17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.

 18                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Craig George, for the

 19    record again.  I liked your comments about the report -- I

 20    forgot the name of it -- on the Deepwater Horizon spill.

 21                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Presidential

 22    Commission report?

 23                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Right.  That one that

 24    identified complacency as the main culprit resulting in

 25    the spill.  Then you alluded to gun safety rules, which I
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  1    thought was actually a good way to approach it.  You have

  2    hard and fast rules that you can't break in order to

  3    prevent another one.

  4              But could you comment just a little further on

  5    how -- how fighting the normal human tendency towards

  6    complacency will be integrated into leasing plans?  If

  7    that's too much, that's fine.

  8                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I've never thought

  9    about it in the context of leasing plans, but I've

 10    certainly thought about it in the context of drilling

 11    operations and well control specifically.  And you know,

 12    there are some entities -- activities out there.  For

 13    example, explosive ordnance disposal, that business,

 14    that's a business -- I did it for ten years in the Navy --

 15    you never brag about your safety record or your

 16    environmental responsibility record, either.  Never.  The

 17    first time I heard it bragged about in this context, in

 18    this occupation, I literally felt myself shaking.  And I

 19    don't really scare easily.  There's something wrong here.

 20              Nuclear power, at least some nuclear power

 21    programs, the Navy's, for example -- I'm biased towards

 22    the Navy.  I know about the Navy.  Not necessarily

 23    completely accident free, but no major accidents in the

 24    Navy nuclear power program.

 25              The point is through vigilance, which is the
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  1    opposite of complacency, you can avoid -- could have

  2    avoided the Deepwater Horizon spill if the cause -- and I

  3    believe it was primarily complacency, numerous acts of

  4    complacency.  And that can be avoided.  So I don't know if

  5    it's possible to say that with unprecedented and

  6    consistent vigilance and all of the technology working the

  7    right way and the right location if you are -- if your

  8    risk is zero even then because Mother Nature -- and we are

  9    dealing with Mother Nature when they are drilling into

 10    these deposits.

 11              But with respect to Deepwater Horizon, it could

 12    have been prevented with vigilance.  And vigilance is

 13    always higher right after an accident.  The airline

 14    industry has proven that and all of these things.

 15                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Exactly.

 16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  My hope is that my

 17    agency will evolve into what will become two agencies, one

 18    in particular who is not going to worry about the

 19    lawsuits, the environmental analysis, the public

 20    processes, but will be focusing on the industry.

 21                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Like Doreen mentioned.

 22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The inspectors that

 23    Doreen wants to meet and talk to, yes, those people, those

 24    people who are going to step aboard a platform if

 25    exploration takes place in 2012.  It won't take place in
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  1    2011 because no one is going to explore.  But in 2012, for

  2    example, I think it's fair to say that our agency -- you

  3    requested it, so you see the face of -- by then they

  4    should be employees of the Bureau of Safety and

  5    Environmental Enforcement so people can have some

  6    confidence because, remember I said right at the very

  7    beginning, restore the public's trust in this agency;

  8    that's the overarching goal of the Administration.  So

  9    yes.  A lot of work to do.

 10                    MR. ROY AHMAOGAK:  Roy Ahmaogak, for the

 11    record.  You know, we always -- no matter how much we

 12    scream and holler at the agencies, history always repeats

 13    itself with these agencies.  We opposed eastern Beaufort

 14    Sea lease sale in the past.  We scream and holler at the

 15    top of our lungs, but still agency would do the lease

 16    sale.  And you know, history will repeat itself over and

 17    over.  No matter how much we scream and holler, your

 18    agency will open it all up just -- it's going to happen

 19    regardless of how much we scream and holler at you guys.

 20              You guys can tell us that there will be sound

 21    technology that -- you can't speak for the oil industry.

 22    You have no right to tell me that they are going to do a

 23    good job.  There is no way in the world that you are going

 24    to speak for the oil industry.  You know, history will

 25    repeat itself over and over that regardless of how much we
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  1    scream and holler, the lease sale will proceed,

  2    regardless.

  3              We have got guys here that have been up here for

  4    30 years, and they are still learning new stuff.  You guys

  5    have been here three or four times.  At least spend some

  6    time with the community and learn.  We opposed offshore

  7    drilling from the beginning and we will always oppose it

  8    to the end.

  9              Thank you.

 10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  Okay.  You

 11    get the last word.

 12                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  Lois Epstein.  But also

 13    thanking the community of Barrow for hosting this meeting

 14    and for all the people who came and said such useful --

 15    made such useful comments to the federal government.

 16              But I just wanted to add on the -- the cause of

 17    the Deepwater Horizon is something I paid a lot of

 18    attention to.  I just finished a book by a Houston

 19    Chronicle reporter, and it's easy to say it's complacency,

 20    but there really is a lot of issues associated with the

 21    companies involved.

 22              BP had Texas City where many people were killed

 23    in a refinery in 2005.  They had the onshore pipeline

 24    problems in 2006 in Alaska.  And each time BP said we are

 25    going to reform our culture, we are going to reform our
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  1    culture, and there still was obviously problems in the

  2    Deepwater Horizon.  Halliburton did not do the tests that

  3    they should have done.  They misinterpreted the negative

  4    pressure test.

  5              You know, no matter how good the enforcement is

  6    on the part of BOEMRE -- and I can think of many cases it

  7    can get better -- there is going to be some quick

  8    decisions that are made by industry that it's going to be

  9    very hard for the regulators to be engaged in.

 10              So my only point here is that we can do better,

 11    but there is always going to be some risks, and those are

 12    the policy calls that have to be made.  So the concerns

 13    that have been raised today about, you know, the small but

 14    very real possibility of a major problem have to be

 15    considered by the decisionmakers.

 16              Thank you.

 17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  All right.

 18    You get the last word.

 19                    MR. WASKA WILLIAMS:  Waska Williams, for

 20    the record.  I'll speak as a subsistence hunter.  You

 21    know, there has been the Borough representatives around

 22    here, but I don't know if they mentioned -- I don't know

 23    if anybody else mentioned -- I was here a little bit late.

 24              But IEWC is upon us here shortly.  And the

 25    decision that IEWC places upon the United States is
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  1    real.

  2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  You talking about the

  3    International Whaling Commission?

  4                    MR. WASKA WILLIAMS:  Yes.  You know, the

  5    quota system for our subsistence is up for grabs.  Now,

  6    you know, the planning areas are coming upon us, too, over

  7    here.  Is BOEMRE going to place any sanctions for, I

  8    should say, maybe through the oil companies monies up

  9    front already in an event of a major spill?

 10              I'll give you an example.  IEWC doesn't give us

 11    a quota.  Now our subsistence way of life is in jeopardy.

 12    Alongside your upcoming lease sale, in the event that a

 13    major spill happens, our way of life is in jeopardy

 14    already right there.

 15              Whaling.  Now, that's not the only subsistence

 16    needs or resources that we gather.  There is walruses,

 17    there is the seals, there is the beluga whales and the

 18    fish.

 19              Now, are you going to have the companies place

 20    the amount of money to keep us going just in case there is

 21    no more whaling for us?  Or the subsistence impacts that

 22    once there is a spill, that there are monies for us to

 23    gather food from your area, the beef, pork, chicken, what

 24    have you?  Are you going to place that to the burden to

 25    the companies up front already?
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  1              2012 come right up here shortly, and IEWC

  2    meetings are coming right up.  They are very real.  And

  3    it's very scary when I hear of these things as a

  4    subsistence hunter.  These kind of things that we ingest

  5    for ourselves bring so much joy, so much.  I tell you this

  6    much.  I think because of my Native foods, I show up to

  7    work every day.  I have not missed a day.  That's what I

  8    think of these things, versus the hamburgers, the chicken,

  9    what have you that causes sickness amongst the Native

 10    people.

 11              And right now there is so much cancer going on.

 12    Where is it coming from?  Have these studies been studied?

 13    What is causing cancer so much amongst our old people up

 14    here?  So much.  It's happening too much.  And I have not

 15    heard yet of that study why so much cancer going on.

 16              You know, pros and cons again.  But the truth

 17    is, are you going to promise us and make the companies put

 18    up front monies to protect us up here?  Thank you.

 19                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  I would

 20    like to thank everybody for coming, spending your holiday

 21    with us to provide very substantive and helpful comments

 22    to assist us in preparing this environmental impact

 23    statement.  Just to let you know, we will try to make it

 24    tomorrow to Nuiqsut, then continue on to Kaktovik,

 25    complete the Alaska scoping meetings at the end of the
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  1    week in Anchorage.  We are going to try to hold government

  2    to government consultation meetings with the Native

  3    Village of Point Hope and the Native Village of Point --

  4    or the ICAS before the deadline for preparing a scoping

  5    report, if we can.  We may have to hold teleconference

  6    calls with those organizations.

  7              So please join me in crossing your fingers for

  8    good weather to the east of us for tomorrow so that we can

  9    get into those communities.

 10              Thank you again, and have a very nice evening.

 11               (Proceedings adjourned at 9:37 p.m.)
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